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Quality Endures in Schuylkill Haven Area School District…
Fiscal Responsibility: As much as I hate to begin a message with financial talk, these conversations have dominated
state legislation lately and too often the burden falls back on the taxpayers. Despite struggles across the commonwealth, we
as a school district have so much to be thankful for. Behind the scenes we recently closed out our financial audit from last
school year and worked extremely hard to erase and overcome a projected deficit of more than one million dollars. We
continue to take steps at the state level to increase funding for public schools. We recognize that we are stewards of your taxpayer dollars, so rather than focus on our deficits, we’ve identified several ways to increase revenue in an effort to balance our
budget, yielding positive results!
Revenue through Grants, Marketing, In-House Alternative Learning, and Rentals: We’ve embraced revenue ideas
specific to selling marketing packages, generating six figures to offset renovations this past year. You may have noticed the
increased signage in our sports venues. We are also renting out our facilities more than ever. We continue to grow our
Schuylkill Haven Alternative Learning Environment (SHALE) program and embraced the idea of sending fewer and fewer
students to “out-of-district” placements. In-house learning often provides a net savings in excess of $1000 per day, all while
providing a far better learning experience for these students. More and more out-of-district families have reached out to us to
seek assistance with special education services, noting the quality of our staff and programming. We anticipate revenue in
excess of $225,000 in paid tuition this year and have had to turn away some out-of-district students. We have written and
received more than $100,000 in grant funds and have channeled that money into staffing, programming, and safety
purchases. Through hard work and community partnerships, we eliminated our anticipated 1.2 million dollar deficit for this past
school year!
Quality Endures by Investing in the Right Things: So how are we spending our funding? In last year ’s budget presentation, I emphasized how proud I was that a majority of our budget is spent on staffing costs and not administrative overhead and
building maintenance. The percentages spent in each category reflect our investment in people to provide our students with
best possible learning experiences. One of our top priorities is academic growth, evidenced by our significant investment in professional development and programs such as Step by Step Learning, Orton Gillingham Dyslexia Training, ST Math Software,
Imagine Learning Language Arts Programing, and several others. We continue to make major technology investments such as
Schoology, Virtual Learning Network, and numerous hardware upgrades. Some staff recently participated in a safety training
called Stop the Bleed, in addition to supplemental purchases to increase STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
Math) opportunities at all three levels. We couldn’t be more excited for the academic future of this school district!
Keeping the Campus Safe and Modern: Having said all that, we hope to close out some major campus projects in the
next few years. We made major electrical upgrades this past summer and changed over the Rotary Field Team Utility Building
to natural gas. While security upgrades are on-going with additional cameras, vinyl window/entrance coverings, and card
readers, other projects are nearing completion. We closed out the gymnasium renovation for the start of the winter season, but
will explore upgrades this summer to the bleachers to provide more floor space for daily use. We will also begin exploring the
replacement turf for Rotary Field, which has exceeded its warranty by almost 6 years. We are in the middle of a major restoration project in the pool area. The School District will likely invest more than $100,000 repairing the filtration system and replacing the HVAC ductwork. Once inside, crews found conditions to be worse than expected, but we anticipate a fix that will last for
decades to come. Long-term major projects include campus furniture upgrades, parking lot repaving, replacement of HVAC
systems, and continuous upgrades specific to security.
#HavenPride: Schuylkill Haven Area School District is proud to be a part of the community that we serve. We’ve
begun sharing the pride we take in our school district by sharing our happenings on several social media platforms. We use
the hashtag: #HavenPride, as voted on by our students and staff. We cherish our partnership with you, so when you see great
things happening in our community, share them and use the hashtag #HavenPride!
Sincerely,
Dr. Shawn T. Fitzpatrick
Superintendent of Schools
Schuylkill Haven Area School District

Schuylkill Haven Area School District 2019-2020
District information
Total enrollment (October 1)
Number of Schools
Special Education Enrollment
Gifted enrollment

1155
3
23.55%
2.57%

Percent of Low-Income
Limited English Proficient Enrollment
Graduation Rate (Class of 2019)

45.63%
<1%
94.06%

Staffing Information
Administrative
Classroom Teachers
Counselors
Librarians
Other Services

Full Time
8
92
4
3
6

Part Time
0
0
0
0
2

Full Time
Health Technicians
0
Technology
2
Monitor/Truancy Officer 1
Nurse
1

Part Time
3
0
0
0

Welcome Our New Staff
Ed Andrescavage is the new Physics teacher at Schuylkill Haven Area High School. He was previously the
Schuylkill Haven Alternative Learning Environment (SHALE) Coordinator. In 1996 he graduated from Minersville Area
High School with honors. He enlisted in the navy after high school serving two combat tours as a reactor operator on
the carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) including a deployment immediately after the 9/11/01 terrorist attacks.
Following his honorable discharge, he worked in the steel industry as an electronics technician for over a decade prior
to enrolling at Kutztown University. He graduated from KU with honors in 2016 receiving a BS in Secondary Education
with a concentration in Physics and Mathematics. He previously taught Geometry as a long-term substitute at Minersville (2016-2017) and Schuylkill Haven (2017-2018). Outside of school he enjoys spending time with his daughter
(Grace), coaching the 7th and 8th grade boys’ basketball team, and following Hurricane athletics.
Theodore Smith is the new Schuylkill Haven Alternative Learning Environment (SHALE) Coordinator. He
spent the last 2 years as a substitute teacher while pursing his Master’s Degree in Education with English concentration from Drexel University. He also earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing from Kutztown University in 2016.
Being a 2012 graduate of Schuylkill Haven, he is very excited and honored to be a part of the Haven Family and help
continue to make it a great district for many years to come. He has been the head golf coach since the program
returned this year and will be entering his second year as a volunteer baseball coach. He also coaches the summer
Teener League baseball team in Schuylkill Haven. In his free time he enjoys traveling, athletics and spending time
with family and friends.
Ed Terefencko is in his16th year of teaching. He spent his first 8 years teaching American history right here
in Schuylkill Haven High School before taking a job at Pottsville Area. He spent 7 years teaching American history at
Pottsville as well as being the assistant varsity baseball coach. Being away from Haven made him realize and miss
the atmosphere of a small school and the students and faculty here at Schuylkill Haven. He is excited to once again
be a part of the Haven family. Ed has been married to his wife Jenn for 14 years and they have two children, Michael
(12) and Ava (10). In his free time, Ed enjoys anything outdoors and is an avid turkey and deer hunter. He also loves
woodworking and specializes in making turkey calls. Ed has won numerous awards for his calls including being the 3
time national call making champion through the National Wild Turkey Federation.

Schuylkill Haven Area School District is proud to team up with the following corporate sponsors:
CACL Federal Credit Union

Losch Services, Inc.

United Environmental Services, Inc.

Fanelli, Evans & Patel, P.C.

AEM Architects, Inc.

Tokarick Custom Welding

Mystic Screen Printing & Embroidery

TB Landscaping

If you would like to market your company through our school district, please contact Dr. Shawn Fitzpatrick,
Superintendent by email at fitzpatricks@shasd.org
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Job Coach to Teach Employment Skills
Wendy Conway is the new Job Coach for the Schuylkill Haven Area High School. Wendy has received her
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education and has been a paraprofessional in the school district for 5 years. She
spent her free-time in the summer attending the
Transition Conference to build her knowledge of
creating employment experiences in public
schools. Wendy has started job coaching this year
with 5 senior students.
The world of education is changing. Transition
and employment skills, which were previously
thrown to the wayside (with the push for college),
are now becoming crucial to teach during grade
school. Chapter 339 has created guidelines which
schools need to follow in order to create employment-minded students who will become the future
workforce. Allowing for job shadowing and job
skills are only part of what is needed for Chapter 339,
Wendy Conway, Job Coach, snapping a picture with two
but is a crucial aspect of a student’s plan. Also, in the
students on break at Dani’s Treasures in Schuylkill Haven.
world of transition services, a push for community
based instruction, work experiences, and employment skills are part of the curriculum within certain classrooms.
Schuylkill Haven Area High School wanted to create more experiences for students within the world of transition and
hired a job coach in order to allow real-life work experiences within the community with support. Many local business
owners opened their businesses to the idea, but didn’t have the time to train the student or teach them. This is where a
job coach becomes a crucial element of the transition plan. A job coach assists the student in learning the skills of a
career/job of their choice. They are able to teach skills in the natural setting, while the employees continue business as
usual.
The businesses that have helped us to start this program include: Dani’s Treasure’s in Schuylkill Haven, Studio K in
Minersville, and The Servants to All Homeless Shelter in Pottsville.
In an interview with a student, Abigail Jefferson, she explained that after she graduates she wants to work in a hair salon. She said that she wants to be able to rinse
hair, mix the hair dyes, and work at the front desk. Abigail said that with Miss Conway, she learned how to mix color, fold towels, and fill out client cards. She learned
that if she would work in a hair salon, she needs to dress professionally and appropriately, that organization is important, and that keeping client cards help stylists know
the previous styles and cuts of patrons. She said that she enjoyed her work experience and wants to go back again to continue her learning.
A job coach in the district allows for job shadowing, job experiences, an opportunity to
build soft skills, social skills, and employment skills, while not taking away time from
business owners and employees.

Pictured is a student performing job
experience at Studio K in Minersville to
learn work skills needed in a salon.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2019
Dec 9-10
Dec 10

EC Shopping Spree
EC Drama Production: “Just in the Nick of Time: A Red
Mistletoe Mystery” - Zwerling Auditorium at 7 pm
Dec 12
HS Holiday Concert—Zwerling Auditorium at 7 pm
Dec 14
HS Winter Formal “Winter Wonderland” at the Walk In Art Center
Dec 18
MS Holiday Chorus Concert—MS Auditorium at 7 pm
Dec 20
Student Early Dismissal 1 pm
Dec 23—Jan 1 Winter Holiday Recess

2020
Jan 17-18
Jan 2 0
Feb 13
Feb 17
Feb 27
Mar 6
Mar 20
Mar 26
Mar 27-28
April 3
April 3-5
April 9-17
April 18
May 2 & 5
May 5
May 7
May 14

High School Drama Production “William Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part 1”
Zwerling Auditorium—Friday and Saturday at 7 pm
Teacher In-Service Day
First Grade Winter Concert “Amazing Animals” - EC Multipurpose Room 7 pm
Snow Date: Feb 20
School Closed (Tentative)
National Honor Society Blood Drive
Middle School Mini-THON
Student Early Dismissal 12 pm
MS Musical “No Strings Attached” - MS Auditorium Snow Date: March 30
PTO Basket Raffle
Hurricane Hop
High School Musical Production “Catch Me If You Can” - Zwerling Auditorium
Friday and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm
Spring Holiday Recess (Tentative)
HS Prom at the Landingville Fire Company
Elementary Art Expo—May 2nd from 1 pm to 3 pm and May 5th from 4 pm to 7 pm
3rd & 4th Grade Chorus, Little Hurricanes and Fourth Grade Band Spring Concert
“All You Need Is Love” - Zwerling Auditorium 7 pm
HS & MS Beginner and Advanced Band Spring Concert—Zwerling Auditorium 7 pm
HS & MS Chorus Spring Concert—Zwerling Auditorium 7 pm
May 25 School Closed—Memorial Day
Jun 2 Student Early Dismissal 1 pm (Tentative)
Jun 3 Last Day of School—Student Early Dismissal 10:30 am (Tentative)
Graduation Ceremony at Rotary Field @ 7:30 pm (Tentative)
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Let us Entertain You...
Just in the Nick of Time : A Red Mistletoe Mystery
Christmas is always the happiest, most colorful time of the year at the
North Pole, but this year something is different. Santa Claus has gone
missing and without him, all of the color and joy has gone missing as
well. Will the elves be able to develop a happy Christmas despite the
gloomy atmosphere? Join Detective Red Mistletoe as she tries to find
our missing Santa Claus.
This Elementary Drama Production is Tuesday, December 10th at the
Schuylkill Haven Area High School’s Zwerling Auditorium at 7 PM.
There is no cost to attend, but donations are much appreciated!

Casting Call…
The Schuylkill Haven Area
Middle School Drama director is
searching for talented middle
school actors and actresses for
the upcoming MS musical, "No
Strings Attached". This musical
is an adaptation of the beloved children's tale
"Pinnochio". Auditions will be held after the
Holiday break on January 2nd from 3pm—
5pm. Interested students MUST submit a
permission form to audition to Mrs. Cappella by
December 20th, 2019. The musical is scheduled
for Thursday, March 26, 2020 with a snow date
of Monday, March 30, 2020.

HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY CONCERT
The Schuylkill Haven High School Concert Band and
Choir will be having their Holiday
Concert on December 12, 2019 at
7 p.m. in the Zwerling Auditorium.
This year’s Choir and Concert Band
programs include a variety of holiday
selections including classics like
"O Holy Night", “Run, Rudolph, Run”,
and “Joy to the World” as well as
other holiday tunes like "Mary’s Little Boy Child” and
“Jazzy Holidays”. Be sure to attend and support our
student musicians and vocalists.

Schuylkill Haven Area High School
Drama Club Takes on
William Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part 1
Shows are January 17 & 18, 2020
7 pm in the Zwerling Auditorium
Henry IV, Part 1 is a history play by William Shakespeare.

Hal (the future Henry V) has forsaken the Royal
Court to waste his time in taverns with low companions. This makes him an object of scorn to the
nobles and calls into question his royal worthiness.
Hal's chief friend and foil in living the low life is Sir
John Falstaff. Fat, old, drunk, and corrupt as he is,
he has a charisma and a zest for life that captivates the Prince.
The play features three groups of characters that
interact slightly at first, and then come together in
the Battle of Shrewsbury, where the success of the
rebellion will be decided. First there is King Henry
himself and his immediate council. He is the engine of the play. Next there is the group of rebels,
energetically embodied in Henry Percy ("Hotspur")
and including his father, the Earl of Northumberland and led by his uncle Thomas Percy, Earl of
Worcester. The Scottish Earl of Douglas, Edmund
Mortimer and the Welshman Owen Glendower also join. Finally, at the centre of the play are
the young Prince Hal and his companions Falstaff,
Poins, Bardolph, and Peto. Streetwise and poundfoolish, these rogues manage to paint over this
grim history in the colours of comedy.

MIDDLE SCHOOL HOLIDAY CHORUS CONCERT
The Middle School Holiday CHORUS Concert will be held on Wednesday December 18,
2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School Auditorium. Chorus members
hope you will join us for an evening of holiday music!
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Let us Entertain You...

This year the high school musical, Catch Me If You Can, will be presented on April 3rd and 4th
at 7:00 p.m. and April 5th at 3:00 p.m. in the high school Zwerling Auditorium. Based on the hit
film and the incredible true story, Catch Me If You Can is the high-flying musical comedy
about chasing your dreams and not getting caught.
Seeking fame and fortune, precocious teenager, Frank Abignale, Jr., runs away from home to
begin an unforgettable adventure. With nothing more than his boyish charm, a big imagination and millions of dollars in forged checks, Frank successfully poses as a pilot, a doctor and
a lawyer – living the high life and winning the girl of his dreams. When Frank's lies catch the
attention of FBI agent, Carl Hanratty, he then pursues Frank across the country to make him
pay for his crimes.
Catch Me If You Can is a big spectacle with high-energy dance numbers and a riveting story
filled with adventure and laughter that will delight and capture all audience members. We
hope you plan on joining us for this fun filled adventure!

SAVE YOUR BOXTOPS OR SCAN
YOUR STORE RECEIPT
Schuylkill Haven Elementary Center is still participating in the
Box Tops for Education program, but things are changing.
The new and improved Box Tops mobile app uses state-ofthe-art technology to scan your store receipt, find participating
products and instantly add Box Tops to your school's earnings online. You can download the "Box Tops for Education"
app and start scanning your receipts to earn money for our
Haven HERO program. Once the app is on your mobile
device you can search our zip code 17972 - you will see us
listed as "Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center" (school
ID 203703). Continue to clip unexpired Box Tops and send
them in to school as well! Thank you for your support!
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events
The entire Schuylkill Haven Area School District community participates in community service and fundraising events throughout the
school year. Below is a sampling of their efforts and results. The generosity of both students and staff is quite impressive.

This year’s Mini-THON® theme was revealed at the kick
off assembly on September 27, 2019. The fourth grade
was also in attendance as the Nittany Lion and students
from the leadership team surprised the audience with this
year’s theme. This year the middle school will “Kick Cancer Out of this World”! A space and
glow in the dark theme is being planned.
The middle school held a GOLD OUT on Friday, September 20, 2019. Students and staff were asked to
wear gold that day. They sold gold out t-shirts to all students and staff of the district as their first fundraiser
for their annual mini-THON®. Please support our upcoming fundraisers to help this very worthy cause. The

Mini-THON® will be held on March 6, 2020 in the Middle School.

In the past 3 years, the Schuylkill Haven Mini-Thon
has raised $58,693.05 to help fight Pediatric Cancer!

If you visit our school district on a Friday, you will see most of our faculty and staff wearing blue jeans. “Denim Days” are held bi-weekly throughout the school year. We dress
down for a good cause! So far this school year, our employees have raised well over
$3900.00 in collections to benefit various charities and people needing a helping hand.
Here is a sample of some of the most recent recipients: Jeans For Troops, ALS, Guz’s
Charitable Project, SH Public Library, SH Borough Day, Hurricane Dorian, Schuylkill
County Suicide Prevention Task Force, Frontier Girls, Servants to All, Schuylkill
County Historical Society, Jaden Leiby a North Schuylkill Football Player, local
Food Pantry, local veterans, etc. Funds were also collected to help purchase a
bench to honor a local WW2 Veteran.
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STUDENT COUNCIL’S POWDER PUFF FOOTBALL GAME
The High School Student Council, led by advisor Mrs. Gilley, hosted their annual
Powder Puff Football Game on November 6th. They raised over $1,200.00 and are
donating half of the proceeds to the Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry, an organization
chosen by the students. The other half will be used for Student-Council Sponsored
events. The winner of the brawl was…..THE SENIORS!

#prayersfor6

Jeans for Troops

The high school faculty and staff came
together to support North Schuylkill
quarterback, Jaden Leiby, who was
seriously injured during a football game.

The HS Student Council participated in a
National Jeans for Troops Day. They raised
$180.00 to send to the troops!

The 7th & 8th grade girls basketball team
helped the Knights of Columbus deliver meals
to families in need on Thanksgiving Day.
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events

Biology Club Supports Highway Clean-up Biology Club students participated in the SKIP (Schuylkill Keep It Pretty) Fall
Highway Clean-up, promoting environmental citizenship. Club students, with advisor Kaye Schwenk, participate biannually in the
highway clean-up through their multiple community service efforts. Participating were: Valerie Bildheiser, Brianna Whalen, Morgan
Phillips, Tamara Soto Cervantes, Kassidy Krammes, Cameron Price, Hannah Gilbert, Jacob Houtz, Abigail Sausser, Anastasia
Garvey, Kassidy McClintock, Emily Sausser, Ty Murray, Jonathan Zimmerman, Noah Webb, Luke Garvey.

Halloween Hustle/Zombie 5K Benefits
Schuylkill County's Vision
A group of students from the Biology Club, many in
costume, took off on a morning run, zigzagging
zombies along the Bartram Trail, to benefit Schuylkill
County's Vision, in the Halloween Hustle/Zombie 5K,
as one of their annual community service activities.
Astin Daniel placed first overall in the male
division. Shane Pothering, Nate Frederick, and
Collin Felty placed first, second, and third respectively in their male age division. Rachel Bausher, Elly
Nelson, and Melissa Ellis placed first, second, and third
respectively in their female age division. Delaney
George and Angie Tucci also won the prize for the best
-dressed "team," in their Minion outfits.
WANDS FOR WILDLIFE — PLEASE HELP!
This school year, the High School AP Environmental Science class has decided to try
and tackle a service learning project. They have decided to recycle clean, used
mascara wands. The mascara wands that are collected will be mailed out to the
Appalachian Wildlife Refuge and used to clean the fur and feathers of wild
animals. We are asking that instead of throwing away the wand please send just the
wand and not the whole container. If you would like to clean it before sending that
would be great, otherwise we will clean them before sending out. Wands collected
will be sent to the Appalachian Wildlife Refuge in February. Thank you in advance for
your help!
https://www.appalachianwild.org/wands-for-wildlife.html
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events
Annual Biology Club Penny War Raised $1825.00
The Biology Club sponsored its annual Penny War at the end of last school year. As always, the High School came through with
tremendous efforts, raising $1825.00. Mrs. Moyer’s 12th grade homeroom was the winning homeroom, raising $206.11. The Hillside
SPCA and the Ruth Steinert Memorial SPCA each received checks for $912.50. Both are Schuylkill County no-kill shelters
which go above and beyond to help the many unwanted, abused, and abandoned pets in our county, and the financial burden in
aiding these helpless animals is tremendous. The High School once again demonstrated its appreciation of both shelter’s continued
efforts to assist the numerous, unfortunate animals in need. Please consider adopting a pet in need!

Presenting the check to Tricia
Moyer-Mentzer, kneeling with
the SPCA resident Mimi who
was awaiting adoption at the
time of the picture, were
Biology Club Officers Corinna
Noecker, Alyssa Pruden,
McKayla Gilbert, and Bella
Bernistsky. Officers missing from photo were Felicia
Clark, Abby Mills, and Mackenzie Werez.

Weekend Backpack
Program
The Elementary Center
kicked off their 6th year of
the Weekend Backpack
program! The Weekend
Backpack program
provides free, nutritious
food to students and their
families for weekends.
Josh Schrader, recent
Haven graduate and
freshman at Penn State
University Schuylkill
Campus is in his 6th year
of volunteering for the
program.

Presenting the check to Ruth Steinert Memorial SPCA Manager Lori
Sult, far right with the SPCA resident Chino who was awaiting
adoption, are Alyssa Pruden holding the puppy Forrest who was
also awaiting adoption, Corinna
Noecker, Bella Bernitsky, and
McKayla Gilbert. Officers missing
from photo were Felicia Clark,
Abby Mills, and Mackenzie Werez.

Red Ribbon Week
Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary
Center students supported Red
Ribbon Week this year by participating in daily dress themes and
guidance lessons with Mrs. Ketner on making healthy and safe
choices for their bodies. Fourth
grade guidance classes had a special presentation from Diane Rowland, Schuylkill County
Drug and Alcohol, who discussed the dangers
of drugs and alcohol.
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events
YOU ARE NEVER TOO YOUNG TO CARE
Alyssa Spink, a Kindergarten student at SH Elementary Center, is collecting
baby dolls and hand-made blankets for a cause very near and dear to her heart,
Alzheimer’s Disease. This is Alyssa’s second effort in collecting baby dolls. Her
first effort occurred earlier this year, in which she collected over 40 baby dolls,
one dozen stuffed dogs, and one dozen crocheted blankets, which were donated to three local nursing homes. Alyssa’s family received notification that the
nursing homes were almost out of the donated baby dolls and that there is a
need for additional dolls. Alyssa did not hesitate at the opportunity to collect
more baby dolls for her friends at the nursing homes.
Alyssa, along with her family and Frontier Girls’ Troop, visit the local nursing
homes many times per year to participate in activities with the residents, deliver
fresh-cut sunflowers, paint kindness rocks, play BINGO, deliver hand-made
Christmas ornaments, deliver holiday cards, and Alyssa’s favorite just give out
hugs.
Alyssa decided to start her Baby Dolls for Alzheimer’s project in honor of her great-grandmother, who suffered
from Alzheimer’s Disease, and lost her battle in November 2017. Alyssa loved her great-grandmother very
much, and wanted to help others who suffer from the same disease her “Big Nana” suffered from.
In honor of Alzheimer’s Awareness Month (November), Alyssa has been selling purple and white bracelets to
gain support for her project, so she can purchase baby dolls for the residents of the nursing homes who are
suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease. Baby dolls will be wrapped in hand-made baby blankets when they are
handed to the residents. Alyssa will hand-deliver these baby dolls to the residents, who will then care for them
as if they were a “real baby.” Baby Doll therapy is popular for Alzheimer’s patients as it assists them in easing
negative behaviors, aggression, anxiety, and helps provide them with a responsibility to care for ‘another life.’

SCOOBY-DOO! DOO GOOD GRANT
Mrs. Kaplafka’s class was granted $250.00 from the
Warner Brothers, Scooby-Doo Doo Good Grant. Her
class utilized the funds to help the local
food pantry. They went to a local grocery store to
purchase $250.00 worth of food and paper
products. Before they left for the trip her students
made a detailed shopping list and budget. The students
utilized a variety of skills during their shopping trip…
math, safety, social, etc. After shopping they delivered
the products to the Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry. Mrs.
Kaplafka’s students learned a valuable lesson of helping
others and they got to experience it hands-on from
beginning to end.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY BLOOD DRIVE
On Tuesday, November 19th, the National
Honor Society held a blood drive. During
the event, they collected 23 pints of blood.
Every pint of blood donated can potentially
save up to 3 lives! Please consider donating blood
during their next blood drive.
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT
COUNCIL CANNED FOOD DRIVE

The middle school held
their annual canned food
drive from November 23
through December 9, 2019. All food collected will
be donated to local food shelters just in time for
the holiday season.
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HONORING OUR VETERANS
On Veteran’s Day, each building in our school district honored our local veterans. We appreciate all of the Veterans
who have sacrificed for the freedoms that we enjoy every day!
The Elementary Center celebrated Veteran’s Day with their annual assembly. Over 70
local Veterans were recognized. Students in each grade level and Little Hurricanes did a
great job performing songs, reciting poems, and readings during the assembly. Another
highlight of the event was the presentation of an American Flag by Colonel Howard
“Chip” Hall to 97 year-old World War II veteran J. Carl Hafer (pictured to the right). This
marks the second year of this tradition.

1st grader Brady Beecroft (pictured on
left) was surprised with a very special
guest during this year’s Veteran’s Day
assembly! His mother, Staff Sergeant
Lauren Beecroft, PA Army National
Guard, joined us “virtually” on
“facetime” from Europe where she is
currently deployed.

Pictured above are veterans who attended the middle school assembly along with the children of some of these veterans who
attend our middle school. All three of our building’s assemblies had the honor of having Colonel Howard “Chip” Hall, a 1988
SHAHS graduate, as the guest speaker. He is currently the Commander at the Marine Corps Weapons Training Battalion in
Quantico, VA. Chip, along with Sonya Reiley, laid a wreath in Honor of those Veterans who are no longer with us.

The High School celebrated Veteran’s Day with an outdoor assembly at Rotary
Field, consisting of the singing of the National Anthem, a reading on Veteran’s Day,
a 21 gun salute and the playing of taps. An indoor assembly followed with videos, a
keynote address by Colonel Howard “Chip” Hall, student speeches by Billy Minnig
and Emily Sausser, and readings by Delaney George, Albe Evans, Katie Muth, Anastasia Garvey, and Shawn Fitzpatrick Jr. After the indoor assembly, veterans were
treated to breakfast in the high school cafeteria served by the Veterans Committee
and cafeteria staff followed by a tour of the Hall of Honor and a visit to a classroom
for a discussion with the students. The Veterans Committee then attended the Penn
State Schuylkill Veteran’s Day ceremony where Billy Minnig and Emily Sausser read
their speeches to those gathered.
Thank you to staff and students who decorated our campus very patriotically
and welcoming for the Veterans.
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HS YEARBOOK STAFF DESIGNS 2020 COVER
On Wednesday, November 6 members of the Blue and Gold yearbook staff traveled
to Harrisburg to meet with Balfour yearbook publishing and graphic design artist
Stephen Williams to design the cover of the 2019-2020 yearbook. The book’s theme
is centered around the roaring twenties, and was inspired by an actual Schuylkill
Haven yearbook from 1928. Don’t forget to buy your yearbooks! They are $65 and
checks can be made out to BLUE AND GOLD YEARBOOK, or you can order online
at Balfour.com.

2020 YearbookCover This is the design of the
2019-2020 yearbook
cover, inspired by the
1928 yearbook cover.

Yearbook staff members (L to R) Jack Higgins, Gavin Evitts, Cole
Canfield, Annadine Cook, Jeremy Hughes, Julia Malinoski, Brianna
Bailey, Angela Tucci, and Giselle Zdunowski pose with graphic
designer Stephen Williams (thecoverartist.com) after creating
the yearbook cover.

Want to earn a FREE Middle
School Yearbook? Sell
Fudge! Any student who sells
13 units of fudge will earn a
free yearbook. Fudge will be
delivered before Christmas
break. See Mrs. Schock
for details!
The SHAMS “Middle Memories”
Yearbook will be on sale starting
in January 2020. The cost is
$25. An order form will be sent
home with every middle school
student. Take advantage of our
Early Bird Sale, and save $2!

This year, many 4th Graders have been hired to do important
school jobs. After applying and doing an official job interview
with Dr. Morgan, the students photographed have been hired
for jobs including, computer techs, peer tutors, hall monitors,
payroll clerks and additional jobs, as needed. Students will be
able to apply for more jobs in the New Year. It is an exciting
learning experience for all of the students and a great way to
develop responsibility as well.
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ELEMENTARY STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Thanks to a grant from Pets
in the Classroom, Mrs.
Kaplafka’s class now has a
class pet! They welcomed a
Dwarf Hamster named
Squeak into Schuylkill Haven
Elementary Center. Her
students learned how to care
for a hamster and they will be
responsible for their pet’s
daily needs.

HAVEN HERO CLUB
45 elementary “HERO Club”
students were recognized
prior to the varsity football
game on October 11. HERO
CLUB students have been
recognized for exhibiting
positive behaviors that go
above and beyond our HERO
expectations. We will
continue to recognize new
HERO Club members
throughout the year. Our
HEROES are pictured below
being recognized on
Rotary Field.

TAIL WAGGIN’ TUTORS
Gus and Booker, therapy dogs,
visit Mrs. LaScala’s second
grade classroom. They are
participants of “Tail Waggin’
Tutors,” a program run through
Therapy Dogs International to
assist with reading fluency.
Trained owner, Kim Degler
(joined here by her husband,
Dave), brings in her therapy
dogs during Guided Reading
each month. Each child has an
opportunity to read to the dogs
encouraging eagerness to read,
as well as increased reading
skills.

Achieve at the Elementary Center!

On Monday, October 21, 2019 , the Elementary Center was excited to
launch the Achieve After School program for students. The program
provides academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours.
Students are having a great time exploring STEM activities, artistic
expression and physical fitness! The students pictured below had to
brainstorm how to construct a structure only using spaghetti and
marshmallows. Their engineering skills were really put to the test and
they did an amazing job!

Pictured: Josh and Rowan
Giamarino, Luca Wessner.

Mekenzie Maley, Gia Kercher, Reagan
Gately and Alayna Casella.
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ELEMENTARY STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Second grade students were featured in their Fall Concert on November 14th. The concert was
performed and narrated by all second grade students as they told the story of what it was like in
music class through story and song! Congratulations on a job well done!

LITTLE HURRICANES STAY BUSY
The Little Hurricanes sang the National Anthem
at both the Schuylkill Haven Area High School
football game in October and at the Reading
Royals Hockey game on November 23
(pictured at left, on the Jumbotron). The Little
Hurricanes is a small ensemble singing
group available to the students in third and
fourth grade in the Elementary Center. This is
an extra-curricular group that rehearses after
school hours.
The Fall Scholastic Book Fair was held at the Elementary Center September 30 - October 4. Students
shopped for books during their regular scheduled library classes. On Thursday, October 3rd, the families of
our students were invited to come to the
Book Fair to shop with their children.
Drawings were held for students who
attended the evening event and a prize
went to one student from each grade
level. These students won a pack of
books pre-selected from the Book Fair.
A Spring Book Fair is scheduled to be
held at the Elementary Center April 2027th with another Family Event set for
Thursday, April 23rd from 6:30-8:00 P.M.
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ELEMENTARY STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
While Mrs. LaScala’s
second grade students
think they are playing with
friends, they are actually
developing 21st century
skills through a series of
hands-on STEM activities.
These activities help build
a strong foundation in the
critical 4C skills
(Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Communication, and Creativity), which students apply to
solve real-world challenges grounded in science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM education) content. When they become comfortable
working with others, thinking creatively, and expressing their ideas persuasively at an early age, they will be ready to enter a world overflowing with
opportunities. Activities we’ve completed so far include: Bot mazes,
electric circuits, catapults, Lego creations, changes in matter with candy
making and “Witches Brew”, marble runs, magnetic structures, engineering
the tallest building using marshmallows and toothpicks, “Saving Fred” the
gummy worm, and using OSMO for technology.

This quarter fourth grade learned about computer programming and robotics with Monica VanScoy, STEM
coordinator at Schuylkill IU. Her first lesson focused on solving coding puzzles using Osmo coding kits
and a character named Awbie. Students learned how to use coding blocks to write lines of code to help
Awbie get through various mazes and problems he encounters along the way. Her second lesson continued with computer programming and coding, but introduced robotics. Students used LEGO Mindstorm
robots called Riley Rovers. Students had to write lines of code on an iPad to get Riley Rover to move and
travel throughout the classroom. We are fortunate enough to have Osmo kits, Kindle Fire tablets, and four
new LEGO Mindstorm kits to use here in our new STEM room at the Elementary Center. We are excited
to continue our journey with computer programming and robotics!!

Students pictured are writing and testing their
computer coding skills. They wrote code on their
iPads to move their Riley Rover’s forward and to
make a 360 degree turn.
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ELEMENTARY STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Imagine a world where students beg to
learn! That is what is happening in our classrooms with the new computer based program
“Imagine Learning.” Students in Mrs.
LaScala’s second grade class are pictured
here enjoying their time on Imagine Language & Literacy. This program provides
instruction and practice in all four domains of
literacy—reading, writing, listening, and
speaking. Imagine Language & Literacy delivers explicit, targeted instruction to each
student through personalized learning paths
that continually adapt based on the child’s
performance. After they take the initial placement test, ongoing checkpoints ensure that
each student is working at their own developmental level. Strategic scaffolding and support further personalize the learning experience for each child. What a great way to ensure that each student is getting what they
need in a fun and engaging manner!

As has become a yearly
tradition (16 years) at the
EC, Magician Joe Holiday
performed his amazing
tricks for the students on
November 27th. The program called “Reading
Rocks!!!” incorporates
magic and stories together
to create a fun and interactive show for students. Mr.
Holiday featured some
readers’ favorites and a
few new titles.

Students who earned
H.E.R.O. red capes were
selected as volunteers to
assist Joe. Sadie Tokarik
and Isabella Triest helped
with the story called “Mr.
Peabody’s Apples”, by
Madonna. Mrs. Lenhart
was a volunteer for the
popular book series,
“Dogman”. Anthony Martinez became a chef for
the story “How to eat fried
worms” by Thomas Rockwell. Everyone enjoyed
the show and appreciated
a great start to the
Thanksgiving break.

Students enjoyed an interactive assembly learning all about
rainforest animals in
November! Volunteers
were able to even hold
the snakes, turtles, and
lizards that visited the
elementary center. A few
teachers even got in on
the fun, too!”

Congratulations to SWIC (Schuylkill Women
in Crisis) 2019 Student Art and Poetry
Competition winners from our Elementary
Center. In the First—Fourth Grade category
winners were:
1st Place: Kalynne Miller, 4th Grade
3rd Place: Kayli Paige Moyer, 3rd Grade
Honorable Mention: Madison Stranix, 4th
grade
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MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
The ACHIEVE After School Program has
been participating in many fun activities!
Students have been able to learn about
playing the drums through a monthly
program, planted flowers, painted a canvas
(below) and flower pots, had a health
carnival and so much more! Recently the
students attended a dance and saw a
mentalist at North Schuylkill with all the
other students in after school programs in
our area. They also honored the 20th
anniversary of Lights On, which celebrates
achievements of after school programing.

Five middle school students attended the mini-THON®
Leadership Summit in Hershey, PA this summer. They
were able to speak with Mr. Charles Millard, the founder of
the Four Diamonds Foundation. This foundation was created by Mr. and Mrs. Millard in honor of their son Christopher, who lost his battle to childhood cancer. Four Diamonds assists families who have a child with cancer.
Pictured from left to right are: Julianna Long, Nicole Domermuth, Ava
Shappell, Charles Millard, Taylor Fitzpatrick and Brayden Fasnacht.

THE MANY COLORS OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL
The middle school student council has been very busy this year. They sponsored #Wear Blue on Monday,
the anti-bullying day on October 7th. Students and staff were asked to wear blue and stand together to
stomp out bullying. On Friday, October 18th, the student council held a PINK OUT, asking everyone to wear
pink to show support for those fighting cancer. Spirit Week was held the week of October 21-25 this year.
Students and staff were asked to dress up in the theme of the day. The week ended with Haven Pride Day,
as everyone showed off their blue and gold. There was even a door decorating contest to see which homeroom could decorate their door showing off their Haven pride in the most creative way! This year’s winners
were: Mrs. Kluge’s and Mr. Greenwalt’s
homerooms tying for third place, Mrs.
Sanchez’s homeroom winning second
place, and Mrs. Hink’s homeroom winning
first place! Red Ribbon Week was held
from October 28 through November 1st
this year. Each day brought a different
theme and slogan, reminding students to
live drug and alcohol free. Pictured are
middle school students as they “Team Up
Against Drugs”.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Middle School gifted students, accompanied by
Mrs. Horbal, attended the PA Renaissance Faire
in October. They competed in a heraldry competition, poster competition and one student was
knighted by the queen. Students from left to
right: Karlee Feger, Hailey Keppley, Audrey
Hutchinson, Lillian Edling, Anna Schaeffer and
Teagan Wehr.

The following students represented the Schuylkill
Haven Area Middle School in the PMEA District
10 Intermediate Song Fest hosted by Nazareth
Area HS on Friday, November 15th: Ryan Daub,
Emelia Scherer, and Allie Benulis. These talented musicians rehearsed in a chorus of 150
7th and 8th
grade students
from seven
counties.
Temple University's Christine
Bass guest
conducted
these students
in an excellent
concert! Congratulations to
these amazing
Singers!

LITERARY JENGA!
Students in Mrs. Zimmerman’s
class prove that learning can be
fun by deepening their understanding of ELA stories by
participating in Literary Jenga!

PLANET WALK UPDATE
The Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School would like to thank Jeff Hoffman and
Bartush Signs for their generous donation to our Planet Walk. Later this year we
will install a donor board (pictured above) which highlights the contributions from
artists, businesses, and private donors that made our art installations possible!
The donor board was a vision of our students as a way to honor these contributions. The donor board will be located at the start of our planet walk, located at
the Schuylkill Haven Little League field. In addition to the donor board, each
planet will have an identifying tag with information guiding visitors to our website.
A future goal for the project is to create a donor path of painted stars along the
walk. Each star would list the name of a donor and contributions made in
continued support of our walk. The Planet Walk will continue to grow and develop
for the enjoyment of future visitors!
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Schuylkill Haven Area's Zwerling Auditorium recently hosted the PMEA District 10 Elementary Song Fest on
Friday, November 22nd. The event was co-hosted by
Carla M. Cappella, Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School
Music and Joseph O'Melia, Blue Mountain Elementary
Music. Mrs. Cappella and Mr. O'Melia collaborated to host
111 5th and 6th grade chorus members from 14 schools
hailing from 7 counties! Students rehearsed for 6 hours
with Rutgers University's Dr. Brandon Williams and performed a stellar concert that evening. Bruce Marianelli
provided piano accompaniment. The concert also featured
Schuylkill Haven Area high school band member, Paris
Williams, on trumpet, Ms.. Caitlyn Biggs on finger cymbals
and Mrs. Gloria Evert on flute. The students were treated
to snacks and a pizza dinner and most importantly,
received a standing ovation at the conclusion of the
concert! Many thanks to all who contributed time and talent
to make this event possible!

The following students represented Schuylkill
Haven Area Middle School in the PMEA
District 10 Elementary Song Fest on
Friday, November 22nd: front row: Aubrey
Engle, Madisyn Donton, Ariana Marquez,
Kaylie Klingman, Bruce Stine; Back
row: Sophia Mitchell, Andrea Casella,
Cadence Readinger, Matthew Angelo, and
Chloe Covell. Students had the opportunity to
rehearse for and perform an outstanding
concert under the direction of Dr. Brandon
Williams of Rutgers University. Congratulations to our middle school chorus members!

UPCOMING FESTIVALS:
The following students have been selected to
represent Schuylkill Haven Area Middle
School in the PMEA District 10 Intermediate
Band and Orchestra Fest hosted by Freedom High School, Bethlehem Area School
District on April 15, 2020: Allie Benulis, flute;
Anna Schaeffer, clarinet and Emelia Scherer,
clarinet. Congratulations and best wishes for
your upcoming performance!

The following students have been selected to represent
SHAMS in the PMEA District 10 Elementary Band Fest
hosted by J.T. Lambert Intermediate School, East Stroudsburg School District on March 20, 2020: Payton Miller,
flute; Cadence Readinger, clarinet; Gracie Bellows,
clarinet; Iyanah Baum, French Horn; and Thomas Adams,
trombone. Congratulations and best wishes for your
upcoming performance!

These students have been selected to represent SHAMS in the
Schuylkill Junior County Band: Allie Benulis Flute; Autumn
Verga, flute; Karlee Feger, clarinet; Anna Schaeffer,
clarinet; Gavin Wade, alto saxophone; Thomas Adams,
trombone; and Davante Baum, Baritone. They will participate in
rehearsals on February 18, 20 and 21 with 150 6th, 7th and 8th
grade band students from 12 Schuylkill County school
districts. Students will perform a concert on Saturday, February
22nd at 1pm at Blue Mountain Area School District.
Congratulations to these fine musicians.
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION
Congratulations to the 2019 NHS Inductees:
Front row: Abigail Sausser, Mason G. Reber,
Morgan Philips, Ty Murray, Jacob Houtz,
Dakota Heffner, Valerie Bildheier Back row:
Jonathan Zimmerman, Carissa Yeager,
Joshua Whittemore, Brianna Whalen, Ian
Tokarick. Not pictured: Albert Evans.

These students have demonstrated achievements in Scholarship, Service, Leadership and Character!

SWIC POETRY CONTEST WINNERS
Congratulations to Courtney, Anastasia, Emily, and Rayven for participating in and winning the Schuylkill Women in
Crisis 2019 Poetry Competition in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The theme for the contest
was “Living in Fear is No Way to Live.” According
to the warm letter we received from the SWiC Community Outreach Specialist Sarah Barket, “the crowd
at our event and our guest readers were moved to
tears by the meaningful works your students submitted.” The competition was among 11 regional
schools and for the 9th-12th grade category our Haven
students received the following honors:
1st place: Courtney Lundervold, 2nd place: Emily J.
Sausser, 3rd place: Anastasia Garvey and Honorable
Mention: Rayven Lewis Lehman

The 1stst place Schuylkill County winner of the SAN (Schuylkill Action Network) Street Art Contest,
through the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, was Kathryn (Katie) Muth, who received a $100 Visa gift
card and had her artwork transformed into a street art sticker. She recently installed her artwork near a storm
drain on the High School campus, along with her friend Anastasia Garvey, teacher Mrs. Schwenk,
and SAN representatives Erica Rosetti and Virginia Vassalotti. The art contest focuses on how pollution affects
our water, driving home the point that stormwater runoff entering local storm drains often ends up in the nearest water. Our high school participants were entered into the contest by Mrs. Schwenk in the spring. Over 150
students participated from 6 counties, with 3 winners selected from each county. Delaney George also placed
2nd, winning a $75 gift card, while Anastasia Garvey placed 3rd, winning a $50 gift card.
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
GOLF TEAM MAKES A SUCCESSFUL RETURN
After a 7 year absence, The Schuylkill Haven Area Golf
Team excelled a record of 11-1 with a Division 2
Championship beating Pine Grove in a tie-breaker on
9/23 and qualifying for the Team District XI Championship Tournament placing third. Albe Evans also won the
individual Schuylkill League Championship and District XI
Championship. Albe was also an Eastern Regional Qualifier. Team members include Albe Evans, Damyen Miller,
Ty Welsh, Jack Higgins, Brendan Welsh-Lowe, Jarett
Felty, Jeremey Hughes, Owen Umbenhaur, Zack Hertz
and Logan Richie. CONGRATULATIONS!

Valerie Bildheiser and Madelyn Rowan will represent the
Schuylkill Haven Area High School in the 53rd Annual
Greater Pottsville Winter Carnival. They will compete
for the title of 2020 Snowflake Princess. The 2020 Winter
Carnival begins on January 11th and concludes with the
Royal Ball Pageant on February 1, 2020. Please be sure
to support our candidates!

Delaney George has been chosen by
faculty and students as the recipient of the
local Daughters of the American Revolution
Award. Delaney has demonstrated the
quality of good citizenship through dependability, service, leadership and patriotism.

Academic Quiz Bowl is a quiz-based competition that tests players on a wide variety of subjects. Two teams,
comprised of four students each, play head to head to answer a variety of questions. The team to buzz in with the correct answer first receives the points for that particular question. Each question is worth five points, and a total of three
rounds are played, and the team with the most combined totaled points at the end is the overall winner.
This year’s 2019-20 Academic Quiz Bowl team is comprised of 17 students varying in grades 8 to 12. Each
student participating has a large knowledge base, a variety of skill-sets and simply enjoy the challenge trivia. While
students love the challenge of quiz bowl, they also enjoy meeting new people and getting to test their knowledge in an
informal and lively setting.
So far this year, Schuylkill Haven’s Academic
Quiz Bowl team has won three out of their
four matches, only losing the one match by a
total of five points. Of the eleven school
districts participating in the league this year,
Schuylkill Haven in currently ranked #4 and
hope to move up in the rankings as the year
continues. Wish them well as they continue
to take on the challenge of Academic
Quiz Bowl.

Congratulations to Shane Pothering who was selected as our HOBY (Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership) representative.
Shane will head to Shippensburg University of PA in May of 2020 to represent our school at this annual conference.
HOBY is the nation’s foremost youth leadership development organization.
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
WHAT’S SO COOL ABOUT MANUFACTURING?

Team members Rylee Brown, Joshua Gustites,
Emika Dotter and Bradley Donati will create a short
video at Summit Trailer to show “What’s So Cool
About Manufacturing?” They will work on this 4
month project and compete for various awards
against schools in both Berks and Schuylkill counties. Online
voting will be
from February
26—28, 2020.
The awards
ceremony will
be held on
March 3, 2020.

Please
remember
to vote!

Schuylkill Haven Area High School hosted their
3rd Annual Job/Career/Banking Fair on September 12, 2019. All students, grades 8-12
were able to attend the job and career portion of
the fair held in the CALC Center. Twenty-four
businesses attended this event and the students
were able to receive valuable information about
jobs and career possibilities in our area. The
banking portion was held in the Hale Board
Room. Juniors and Seniors participated in
round table discussions with four different financial institutions. The topics included: Savings
and Interest, Digital Banking Options and
Experiences, Budgeting and How to Manage
Your Credit.
Next year’s fair is slated for September 10,
2020. If you are a business and would like to
attend, please contact Terri Lynn Keyworth
at terri.keyworth@shasd.org for more
information or to register for next year’s
event.

FROM PRISON “DAWG” TO THERAPY DOG
Charles M. Schulz said it best when he said,
“Happiness is a warm puppy.” The students at
Schuylkill Haven Area High School have been
experiencing the heart warming
effects of Bee’s presence within
the classroom setting. Bee is new
to her life as a therapy dog and
has been excelling in her introduction to her new job. She loves
greeting students in the doorway
and getting scratches from everyone. She loves to see the smiles
she brings to the faces of the
school community. Bee was
recently on an episode of
“Pitbulls and Parolees!!” She
was in Season 10, Episode 19.
She was adopted through the local “DAWGS Prison
Program”. Welcome Bee!
Mrs. Rhody’s Honors Precalculus class demonstrated their deep understanding of functions with
transformations and domain constraints. The class
was tasked with creating “works of art” using various
functions such as linear, quartic, reciprocal, trigonometric, and conic in the DESMOS application. The
projects are on display as a Gallery Walk for students
to further analyze.

Created by Ty Murray
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
YOUTH SUMMIT IS OUT AND ABOUT AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
Youth Summit is a community outreach program made up of high school students from 8th to 12th grade.
These students focus on various community projects and activities in the hopes of making a difference in the
lives of others. Youth Summit students understand the importance of cooperation and teamwork in order to be
successful. Youth Summit students have monthly meetings which take place at various businesses around the
county. Meetings are attended by other school districts in the county, and students get a chance to learn
about the various businesses and how they are helping promote positive change in Schuylkill county.
This year, Youth Summit students were able to visit the Schuylkill County Public Safety Building in Pottsville
and received a tour of their services, including the 911 call center and the Emergency planning and operations
system. They were also given the opportunity to visit Solar
Innovations in Pine Grove, where they got to see how glass
structures, skylights, doors and windows, fishing rods and
much more were made by hand piece-by piece. The most
recent opportunity students were invited to experience was
the Schuylkill County/Joe Zerbey Airport which hosted a
career/volunteer fair for students. Students were given the
opportunity to chat with a variety of organizations including
Helping Harvest, Schuylkill Women in Crisis, the Salvation
Army, Career Link, Diakon, Schuylkill Transportation Services, and many more from the county to see how
they could make a difference in their own community.

Students have also enjoyed working with the school community by helping to organize, host and run the
2nd Annual Schuylkill Haven Trunk or Treat. Students went above and beyond to help promote and coordinate the event, as well as donated loads of candy. Their
own trunk was themed after the Wizard of Oz, and they did
an exceptional job! Pictured at left is Kyleigh Book, Grace
Bright, Ms. Rebecca Batz, Hailey Neifert, Katie Kerschner
and Briar as the Cowardly Lion.
In January, Youth Summit meetings at county businesses
will continue, and students will be given more opportunities
to see how those businesses benefit and support the local
community. Students are also planning to organize supply
drives to support local organizations and host an activity to
raise money for those organizations as well in the near
future.
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT HOSTS A HAUNTED CAFÉ BOOK TASTING
During the first quarter, students at all grade levels in the high school read
independent reading novels and completed projects. At the end of the
quarter on October 31, the students shared their books with each other
with book reviews during a “book tasting.” This allowed for everyone to
sample new books to add to their reading lists and talk about what they
read.
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ART CLUB CHRISTMAS CARD FUNDRAISER
Art Club will be selling hand screen printed Christmas Cards as a
way to raise funds for our new club. The cards were designed by
Senior Hannah Webb and screen printed by art club members.
Everything has been done in house in the art room, which means
these are truly one of a kind designs that you cannot get anywhere
else other than right here in Haven! The cards are priced at 1 card
for $3 or 2 cards for $5. There are a lot of cards so order as many as
you would like! The cards are an off white/cream colored paper, 5x7
in size, blank on the inside, and each beautiful card comes with a
blank envelope.
If you are interested in purchasing some
lovely cards from Art Club, please let Ms. Seanor or an Art Club member know if you would
like the Green Tree card or the Red Joy card and how many of either or both cards you would
like to order. They will be ready for purchase and pick up starting Friday, December 6 th through
Thursday, December 19th.
Art Club is also initiating a marker recycling program at the high school, and eventually opening it up to the entire district. Crayola ColorCycle is a marker recycling program where Crayola
collects all dried markers free of charge in order to be recycled and not end up in a landfill or
in our ocean’s. There will be 3 collection points in the high school for faculty, staff and students to drop off any dried markers that come in a plastic component like highlighters, dry
erase markers, Crayola brand markers and Sharpies. Starting out the locations will be: HS
Faculty Lounge on the lower level, HS Faculty mail room, and the High School Library. Once
we work out the process it will be opened up the middle school and elementary center as well.
Please send in your old, dried markers for recycling! Follow the Art Department Instagram

account (pictured at left) for more information as it comes along, as well as to see
what our amazing Haven students are making in their art classes.

This season the Hurricane Marching Band’s field show
highlighted hit songs from The Beatles. Aside from performing at football games the band has traveled to several
different schools to compete in the Tournament of Bands
competitions. The band showed great improvement
throughout the season increasing their score across all
categories each competition! CONGRATULATIONS on a
fabulous season!

Miss Biggs and the Band Seniors at Chapter Championships at North Schuylkill High School on October 19th.

In additional to Football games and competitions the Marching Band participated in the St. Clair and Schuylkill Haven
Halloween Parade. This year the Drum Line also collaborated with Pottsville Drum Line and participated in the
Schuylkill Chamber of Commerce Walk for Progress event
on October 1.
Drum Line at Walk for Progress.
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EDUCATIONAL (AND FUN) FIELD TRIPS
Students Experience Appalachian Ecology
Trout Committee and science students
experienced Appalachian Ecology while
exploring Leaser Lake and Bake Oven Knob,
in an outdoor program led by educators from
the Lehigh Gap Nature Center. Leaser Lake
is a 117 acre area owned by the Commonwealth and managed by the PA Fish and Boat
Commission. Bake Oven Knob, on the
Kittatinny Ridge, along the Appalachian trail,
at a 1500 foot elevation, provides a breathtaking view of the Lehigh Valley. Students
learned about freshwater ecology, the impact
of hemlock forests on fresh water, and
macroinvertebrate identification at Leaser
Lake. After a rocky hike and several scrambles that were just as much climbing as hiking
to reach the soaring overlook at Bake Oven
Knob, students learned about and experienced the fall hawk migration first hand, each
with their own set of binoculars, viewing sharp-shinned hawks, bald eagles, turkey vultures, and other birds of prey. The
day was a spectacular outdoor environmental learning adventure.

Mutter Museum and Eastern State Penitentiary

FIRST ENERGY STADIUM

Anatomy & Physiology Honors, AP Environmental Science, and
Science students participated in The College of Physicians Mutter
Museum Field Trip. Students learned about the mysteries and
intricacies of the human body, the history of diagnosis and treatment of disease, past medical treatments, medical anomalies,
and discovered the genetic, physical, and environmental implications and causes of diseases.

Mrs. Keyworth and Mr. Grabusky’s
Y.E.S. (Your Employability Skills)
classes are busy working on the Career
to Work standards. On October 30
the group took a field trip to the First
Energy Stadium, home of the Reading
Fightin’ Phils. Mike Robinson, the
Executive Director of Community and
Fan Relations, led the group on a tour of
the stadium while he talked to the
students about careers, interests, and
making connections. He also emphasized the importance of doing an internship in any field you are considering .

In visiting Eastern State Penitentiary, America’s most historic
prison and once one of the most famous and expensive prisons in
the world, students acquired a new perspective on prison life and
the outbreak and spread of illness and disease, along with the
structural and environmental deficiencies that led to the closure of
the prison.
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EDUCATIONAL (AND FUN) FIELD TRIPS
Spanish Students Study in Central America
In June, Profe Gilley took 35 High School Spanish students to Costa Rica for 10 days to gain some
real Spanish language practice and authentic cultural exposure! The students had a wonderful trip
and spent time playing soccer with local school children, climbing a volcano, kayaking around the
volcano, ziplining through the rainforest, horseback riding in the mountains, exploring wildlife, planting trees, learning to surf, and making friendships that’ll last a lifetime!

Minutes before “taking to the water” in a surfing lesson

Peru Trip 2022
Mrs. Gilley has begun planning the
next study abroad trip for June of
2022! She will take 30 of our
students to Peru for an Incan
Adventure! Stay tuned for information
about various ways to help support
this trip and these students!

Students plant trees in an effort to
preserve Costa Rica’s natural beauty

Spanish Club Trip – Edgar Rene
Concert at North Schuylkill HS
Mrs. Gilley collaborated with various Schuylkill County
Spanish teachers
to bring Puerto
Rican Culture right
to our town! Spanish Club students
attended an actual
Spanish concert
where students
sang along with
authentic music,
learned to salsa
dance, and played
instruments up on
stage! After the
show, Rene met
the students, took pictures with them, and signed autographs!
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Homecoming
2019

Congratulations to

Photograph courtesy of afarrphotography.com

Homecoming Queen, Delaney George &
Homecoming Princess, Milena Krause!

Student Council Winter Formal
The Schuylkill Haven High School Winter
Formal is Saturday, December 14th at the
Walk in Art Center. This event is hosted
by Student Council. Students have been
working hard making decorations,
creating music lists, and ordering
food & supplies!
This year’s theme is:

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date
on school events, sports scores, etc.
Be sure to “Like” each of these pages:


Schuylkill Haven Area School District

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center



Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School




Schuylkill Haven Area High School

Hurricane Winter
Sports
2019 — 2020 Winter Sports Passes
Adult $35 Student $15

Sr. Citizen (62+) Free with Gold Pass
Spanish Club Fundraiser: The Giving Bean
Our High School Spanish Club has raised over
$1,000 by selling coffee, tea, and cookies from
various South American countries. Not only are
they supporting these economies by doing this,
but they are raising money for field trips and club
events!

Available Monday – Friday 11 am to 2 pm
In the High School Office
Need more information?
Contact the HS office at 385-6717
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DISTRICT OFFICE
501 E. Main Street
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972-1300
Shawn T. Fitzpatrick, Superintendent
Kimberly Umphrey, Business Manager
(570) 385-6705 * Fax (570) 385-6736
Ken Rossi, Director of Special Education
Susan E. Morgan, Director of Curriculum,
Instruction and Technology
(570) 385-6726
DISTRICT SCHOOLS
Schuylkill Haven Area High School
501 E. Main Street
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Matthew Horoschak, Principal
Dennis Siket, Assistant Principal
(570) 385-6717
Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School
120 Haven Street
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Matthew Buletza, Principal
(570) 385-6709
Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center
701 E. Main Street
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Joseph Delluso, Principal
(570) 385-6731
BOARD MEMBERS
Scott R. Jacoby, President
Diane M. McGoey, Vice President
Eric R. Felty, Secretary
Jennifer A. Stoyer, Assistant Secretary
Kimberly A. Umphrey, Treasurer
Sandy Hess
Crystal McGarry
Melissa Strauch
Donald “Bud” Runkle
Dion Fessler
SEATED ON THE BOARD

Shawn T. Fitzpatrick, Superintendent of Schools
Jane M. Gordon, Recording Secretary

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Monthly board meetings are held the
second Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the Hale
Board Room located in the district office.
DISTRICT NEWSLETTER
The District Newsletter is published in the
fall/winter and spring.
Wendy Fabrizio, District Office
fabriziow@shasd.org

Schuylkill Haven Area School District — Annual Public Notice of Special Education
Programs and Services and Gifted Education Programs
The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004 (“IDEA”) to provide a free, appropriate, public education (“FAPE”) to “children
with disabilities.” Pursuant to the IDEA, students are considered to be children with disabilities if they
need special education and related services and have one or more of the following physical or mental
disabilities:
● Autism ● Orthopedic Impairment ● Deaf-Blindness ● Other Health Impairment ● Emotional Disturbance ● Specific
Learning Disability ● Hearing Impairment including Deafness ● Speech or Language Impairment ● Intellectual
Disability ● Traumatic Brain Injury ● Multiple Disabilities ● Visual Impairment including Blindness

The IDEA further requires the provision of FAPE to children with disabilities between the age of three
and the school district’s age of beginners known as “eligible young children.” The Schuylkill Intermediate
Unit 29 provides early intervention services and programs to eligible young children located within the
Schuylkill Haven Area District. All children learn and grow at different rates. Children who are developing more slowly than other children their age may need Early Intervention Services. Delays in the following developmental milestones can alert parents to the potential need for Early Intervention Services:
Physical Development (ability to move, see, and hear), Language Development (ability to talk or
express needs), Social and Emotional Development (ability to relate to others) , Self-Help Development
(ability to eat, dress, and take care of themselves), Cognitive Development (ability to think and learn).
Parents who feel their young child may not be reaching developmental milestones should contact the
Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 for the purpose of screening, evaluation and appropriate program and
services if necessary. Eligible young children are afforded the same rights as school age children.
Services For Protected Handicapped Students
The Schuylkill Haven Area School District must provide services to and may not discriminate against
“protected handicapped students” in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. A protected
handicapped student is a student who has a physical or mental impairment, which substantially limits
one or more major life activities, has a record of such impairment or is regarded as having such impairment. Protected handicapped students may qualify for special services to ensure equal opportunity to
participate in the school program and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate for the
individual student.
Gifted Education
In Pennsylvania, school age students qualify to receive specially designed instruction when they have
been identified as “mentally gifted.” A student is mentally gifted when he or she has outstanding intellectual and creative ability that requires specially designed programs or support services not ordinarily
provided in the regular education program. The Schuylkill Haven Area School District will determine
whether a student is mentally gifted based upon multiple criteria, including I.Q. The determination of
gifted ability will not be based on I.Q. score alone.
Screening And Evaluation
If you believe that your child may be eligible for special education and related services, or gifted education, screening and evaluation services designed to assess the needs of your child and his/her eligibility
are available to you at no cost. The special education evaluation will determine if your child qualifies for
special education services. The special education programs include a full continuum of services to the
students in both district-operated classes as well as classes provided by the Schuylkill Intermediate Unit
29. The district makes every effort to provide these services in the least restrictive environment. You
may request a screening and evaluation at any time, whether or not your child is enrolled in the district’s
public school program. Requests for screenings and evaluations can be made by contacting your
child’s guidance counselor or your child’s building principal. All requests will be kept confidential. If you
believe that your child may qualify for services as an eligible young child, you may contact the Schuylkill
Intermediate Unit 29 directly. The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is committed to providing a
continuum of services and programs to all children with special needs that provides the opportunity to
access the general curriculum of the district in the least restrictive environment. Related services,
including psychological services, are at no cost to the parents.

Contact Information
Schuylkill Haven Area School District (570) 385-6726 Mr. Ken Rossi, Director of Special Education
The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is an
equal opportunity educational institution that does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed,
religion, national origin, ancestry, gender, sexual
orientation, handicap/disability, or age in its programs and activities. The following person has
been designated to handle inquires regarding the
nondiscrimination policies: Susan Morgan,
Schuylkill Haven Area School District, 501 East
Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
(570)385-6726

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center (570) 385-6731
Mr. Joseph Dellouso, Principal ● Mrs. Amy Ketner, Guidance Counselor
Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School (570) 385-6709
Mr. Matthew Buletza, Principal ● Mr. Joseph Schoffstall, Guidance Counselor
Schuylkill Haven Area High School

(570) 385-6717

Mr. Matthew Horoschak, Principal ● Mr. Dennis Siket, Assistant Principal
Mr. Isaac Davis, Guidance Counselor ● Ms. Mikki McGinty, Guidance Counselor
Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 (570) 544-9131 Director of Preschool Programs
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