August 2022

Loving Kindness
Our overall theme this year is Loving
Kindness. While we will still have different
Social and Emotional Learning for each
month, our overall goal is to create an
environment where students treat each other
with love and respect. Conflict is a natural
part of being a human, but we want our
students to solve their conflicts through
nonviolence. This can only be accomplished
when students are empowered to be creative
conflict solvers. We are asking parents to
support us in this mission by talking to their
children about conflicts that arise at school.
When these conversations arise, instead of
giving your child solutions to the conflict, ask
your child to think about the perspective of
the other student, and ask them about a
possible win-win solution to solving their
conflict peacefully. As always, our wonderful
teachers, Mrs. Sorensen, our school counselor,
and Dr. Alexander are available to support
your student in working through conflicts
that will arise at school.

August Calendar

August 9th - Scenic Open House from 5:30-6:30
pm
August 10th - First day of school for Grades 1-5
August 10th and 11th - Kindergarten
Assessments from 8:00-4:00 pm
August 12th - First day of school for
Kindergarten. Kindergarten Orientation with
parents and students from 9:00-10:15 a.m.
August 15th - PTO Meeting from 4:30 - 5:30 pm
in Scenic Library
August 16th - 4th and 5th Grade Parent
Orientation from 5:00-6:00 pm
August 16th - 1st Grade Parent Orientation from
6:00-7:00 pm
August 17th - 3rd Grade Parent Orientation
from 5:00-6:00 pm
August 17th - 2nd Grade Parent Orientation
from 6:00-7:00 pm
August 24th - Cardio Club with Mrs. McKelvey
begins
August 26th - T-Shirt Orders Due
August 26th - WHBN Award and Flagpole
Ceremony - 8:50 am
August 29th - Kids Aid Forms Due

PTO

Welcome Back! Our PTO President is Alicia
Mabrey, Vice President is Marlenes Ballard,
Treasurer is Kelsey Teske, and Secretary is
Elaine Reed. We are always looking for new
members for our School Parent Organization.
We are fortunate to have strong parent and
family support at our school, however,
without our PTO we would not be the great
school that we are. Our PTO helps to
organize events such as our Walk-a-Thon and
our Back-to-School BBQ. The PTO uses the
money from these events to help pay for our
reading intervention aides and other projects
and field trips that make learning at our
school fun and exciting. Please join us for the
next PTO meeting on Monday, August 15th at
4:30 p.m. in our library.

School Advisory Council

Online Registration

Our Fall School Advisory Council will be
meeting on Monday, September 12th at
approximately 5:30 pm in the library after
our PTO Meeting. Anyone is welcome to
attend the meeting. The SAC is independent
of the PTO, and Colorado Law states that
every public school must have a SAC. The
council meets once every quarter. The role of
the SAC is to provide recommendations for
school improvement and planning, the school
environment, prioritization of school funds,
and safety issues.

If you have not registered your child/children
for the 2022-2023 school year, please do so
this week. This is something that you will
need to do through your ParentVue account
every year for every child that you have
attending school in the district. If you need
help with this or have any questions, please
contact Kris in the office at 254-6370,
extension 61100. Thank you!

Attendance
One of the repercussions of the COVID
pandemic has been a large drop in student
attendance rates across our school district. I
believe that there are dozens of active cases
of truancy in our District. It is hard to explain
the impact of what missing one day of school
is for a child. A missed day has a ripple effect
that impacts a student in multiple ways.
Take math. A student who misses a lesson on
equivalent fractions at the beginning of a unit
on fractions will have an impact on that
student's ability to add, subtract, multiply,
and divide fractions. Now, if that particular
student misses multiple days during that
fraction unit, that divide between the absent
student and the students who were present
becomes even greater. While teachers can
send home the worksheets and pages read for
certain assignments, face-to-face instruction
can never be replaced. Please, do all you can
to have your child at school every day. If you
are having issues getting your children to
school, please let our staff know and we can
arrange support for your family. Please see
the visual on the last page of this newsletter

Lunch Schedule Changes

This year Scenic has changed our recess and
lunch schedule to mirror what the majority of
the elementary schools in our district have
been doing for years. Students will now have
recess before lunch. Our school board created
a policy several years ago specifying that
elementary students needed to have recess
before lunch. However, because of COVID,
schools were given a few years to implement
the policy. This policy is based on an
abundance of research that demonstrates
students do better in school when they have
recess before lunch. Students eat more food
and are less likely to have an upset stomach
if they get their exercise before eating. Here
is a link to resources and research about
having recess before lunch.

Lunch with Parents
Parents are welcome once again to eat lunch
with their child/children in the lunchroom
this year. Please check in at our front office
and sign in and grab a visitor sticker before
you head to the lunchroom to eat with your
child.

Morning Drop Off
Drop-off times are as follows:
8:20 am - Only if your child is eating
breakfast at school, students walk in the
front office door and go to the cafeteria
8:35 am - Earliest students who are not
eating breakfast at school can be dropped off
at school, students will stay outside on the
playground.
8:50 am - Bell rings/school starts
Thank you for bringing your child/children at
the appropriate times listed above. If you are
in need of before or after-school care, please
go to www.extendedhoursprogram.com for
more information.

Afternoon Pick-up

Our school is divided into three zones for
students who are not walking home, riding
the bus, or attending extended hours. Our
K-2 students are picked up in front of our
school (double lines in the picture). 3rd 5th-grade students are picked up on the other
side of the loop (loopy loops) in the picture
below. Students can also be picked up by
parents parked in our dirt parking lot (X’s).
Please do not pick up your child in the staff
parking lot at the end of the day. Also, if it is
raining outside the dirt parking lot turns to
mud and people have been stuck out there.
Please, remember to practice patience during
pick-up and drive slowly.

Introduction to Gifted and
Talented

Ever notice a child who seems to go above
and beyond? Parents, teachers, and students
can refer a child to be identified as gifted and
talented. The student will be given a
cognitive ability test. Students who test high
on CogAT tests need extra support to dive
deeper into their learning. That’s where I
come in. I am the Gifted and Talented
teacher. I teach a class called enrichment.
The district has a curriculum for each grade.
Students are challenged to solve puzzles and
think creatively.
Kinder- Convergent vs Divergent thinking.
Visual & Evaluative thinking.
1st - More of the above, plus role-playing
detectives, scientists, and inventors.
2nd - More of the above with a big emphasis
on analogies, which prepares us to take the
CogAT test in October/November.
3rd - Deductive thinking to solve complex
problems. Being autonomous learners, doing
our own research and investigations.
4th - Learning to serve our community.
Studying different cultures of family, school,
city, country.
5th - Choosing self-driven projects at the edge
of our competence. Being productive, flexible,
and original.
Enrichment classes meet for 40 minutes once
or twice per week depending on the needs of
the school. Refer any questions or comments
you may have to:
christena.nelson@d51schools.org

Lego League

We are starting a Lego League at Scenic
before school. Lego League introduces
students to science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) through fun, exciting
hands-on learning using Legos. Each
participant gains real-world problem-solving
experiences through a guided, global robotics
program. The first round is for 4th and 5th
graders from Aug. 22nd - Nov. 9th and
concludes in a district-wide competition on
Saturday, December 12th. Round two is for
2nd and 3rd graders, is non-competitive, and
goes from January to April. Students must
fill out a simple application, have their
teacher sign the form, and place it in the drop
box in the library. Forms will be sent home
with 4th and 5th graders next week. The
times for Lego League are Monday &
Wednesday from 8:00 - 8:45 am.
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COVID Guidelines

Unfortunately, COVID is still in our
community. However, the guidelines that we
are operating under are not as severe as they
were in years past.
●
●

●

●

Families need to notify our school if a
student is positive.
Our school nurse will monitor return
dates for students who are isolating
and will work with Dr. Alexander and
Mrs. Biggs to ensure that isolated
students remain out for 5 days of
isolation.
Quarantine is recommended for close
contact to a positive case but school
staff will not be enforcing quarantine.
For the 2022-23 school year, you will
be required to pick your student up
from school if he/she has the following
symptoms:
○ Fever 100.4 F or greater
○ New onset loss of taste or smell
○ Vomiting
○ Diarrhea

●

In addition, we will ask you to pick
your student up from school if your
student has one of the following
symptoms:
○ New or worsening cough
○ Shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing
○ Sore throat
○ Runny nose or congestion
○ Muscle or body aches
○ Headache
○ Fatigue
○ Nausea
AND the symptom is not
consistent with an existing
chronic condition
AND one of the following criteria
apply:
○ Your student is not feeling well
enough to participate
comfortably in usual activities
○ Your student requires more
care than school personnel is
able to provide
○ Your student’s symptoms have
been worsening over a few days
○ The school/classroom/group is
experiencing an outbreak of a
communicable disease and is
needing to take extra
precautions to prevent further
spread
Your student can return to school
when symptoms are much improved or
resolved and they feel well enough to
participate in class. Students must be
fever free for 24 hours without using
fever-reducing medication.

