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I am pleased to say that
first semester went well
and we are well on our
way in semester two.
The change of semester,
just like the change of a
school year, is marked
by staffing changes. We
said farewell to several
colleagues—Aaron Bellamy, Sarah Dykeman,
Victoria Hoy, Natasha
MacPhee, and Robert
Poulin—who were in
Long Term Occasional
(LTO) teaching assignments. As well, Judy
Woods and Karen
Hamer are heading to
Gloucester H.S. and
Longfields Davidson
Heights S.S. respectively
for second semester.
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We welcomed new contract teachers—
Ashleigh Calberry,
Reuben Hartgerink,
and Margaret Rafferty—as well as new
LTOs, Maureen Dowbiggin, Scott Mitchell,
and Billy Poon. LTOs
Lindsay Coderre, Jenna Dorion, Kim Holbein, Kevin MarksBeaubrun, and Lauren
Owens are back with us

second semester.
Jason Rama is resuming his role as Acting
Vice-Principal for students whose last
names begin with A-K
while Carol Cockburn
is on leave.
Doug Stewart retired
at the end of January
and we thank him for
his 29 years of dedicated teaching service.
We wish him well as he
embarks on a new
chapter in his life.
As always, we welcome
and encourage more
parents and guardians
to attend our School
Council meetings. Many of our
meetings begin with a
presentation that we
hope you will find both
interesting and informative. At our last meeting on January 30th our
Special Education
teachers, Jennifer Angel, Natasha Nizam,
and Allison Whitmore,
delivered a special
presentation to parents
and guardians about
the differences between

accommodations and modifications with respect to the
curriculum. The audience
was comprised of not only
SWL parents and guardians, but also parents and
guardians of our feeder
school students.
Our School Council wants
to let you know that we will
be holding another Electronic Waste and Clothing
Fundraising Drive on April
27th and 28th. Please keep
us in mind when you begin
your spring cleaning. Watch
for announcements regarding the time to drop off your
donations.
School Council’s Simply
Giving Campaign continues to attract donors. Donations from parents and
guardians are always welcome. Simply Giving supports the enhancement of
student activities and learning resources. Donations
made be made by cheque
or online on the School
Cash Online website at:
https://
ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/

GRADUATION—We wish to remind parents and guardians of graduating students that the only official school event
marking this milestone is our Commencement Ceremony on Friday, June 28, 2019 at 10 a.m. in our gymnasium.
While there may be a student-run “Grad Committee,” it functions as a non-authorized body. Its activities are neither approved
nor sanctioned by Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School nor by the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board. Please read the
letter on the school website from the Principal to parents of graduating students. Students who are involved in any other unsanctioned graduation events are urged to be safe and considerate to themselves and others as they celebrate the end of
their years at Sir Wil. Also, potential graduates are reminded that if they want to cross the stage at Commencement, they
must have successfully completed 30 credits, the Ontario literacy test, and 40 hours of community service.

Nancy Girozan
Principal
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Student Services
►Co-op
Congratulations to all co-op students
who successfully completed their
placements this semester. We had
many students demonstrate exceptional leadership skills and a strong
work ethic, establishing a great relationship with new employers and opening the door for future co-op students
from SWL. Special recognition goes
out to Maysen Hanscom at Kelly Funeral Home, and Courtney McHugh &
Jessica McHugh at Huntleigh Equestrian Centre, whose successes are
attributed to a high degree of professionalism and maturity. In addition, Maya Desrochers, Jordan Faig, Kenzie
Ferry, Zayna Haider, and Taylor
Ross-Jensen were all key contributors
at our local elementary schools. They
led by example and proved to be invaluable to their teacher advisors.
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►Leadership

►Option Sheets

Sir Wil students showed their school
spirit throughout the semester by participating in events organized by the
Leadership class and Student Council. During Survivor Night, competitors met each challenge with enthusiasm in order to outwit, outplay and
outlast each other. December was a
very busy month with our annual Coffee House Event, Mental Health
Awareness Week, and Holiday
Theme Week. Thank you to all students and staff members who showcased their talents at the A Night in
Paris Coffee House and during our
Holiday Assembly. Mental Health
Awareness Week promoted wellness
through crafting, dancing, cookie decorating and a visit from the wonderful
therapy dog Rufus. The Leadership
students also organized a bake sale
and a raffle to raise funds for Ottawa
Therapy Dogs.

Counsellors will be making option
sheet presentations to students
starting in early February. When
deciding what courses and/or level of course to take next year, students are encouraged to discuss
their choices with their parents
and guidance counsellor.
Students will be asked to fill out
the option sheet using the on-line
format on
www.CareerCruising.com. Written instructions and passwords
will be distributed in February.
After the course selections have
been made at home, students will
need to print the option sheet and
bring it back to Sir Wil with a
parent’s signature.
Option sheets are due on March
1st. Be sure to submit your option sheet in on time so that you
get the courses you want!
**Please choose your courses
carefully as no changes will be
done once the timetabling has
been completed in June.

Girls Volleyball Team

Tyler Corrigan with Boys Hockey teammates

Athletics
It has been a busy winter for the Lancers. On the ice our Boys Curling team looks to build on their regular season title
with a long playoff run—currently the Boys are tied for first place in Tier 2 standings. The Girls team is sitting in third
place as the playoffs start—they look to capture one of two OFSAA berths.
Varsity Girls Hockey have a young team this year, playing with lots of heart and grit, effort and intensity. The Varsity
Boys Hockey team finished the season in first place in the east division, and lost the tier 1 semi-final game only in overtime.
On the hardwood our Junior Boys Basketball team has qualified for the tier 1 playoffs with a 6-2 record. Best of luck to
the boys as they travel to St. Joseph H.S. The Senior Boys finished the season 4-4 and look to play spoiler in the
playoffs. The Senior Girls Volleyball team is set to play Maurice-Lapointe S.S. in the opening round of the playoffs. They
are a talented team with the ability to make a deep run defending last season’s championship.
Thanks to all of our coaches for your time and effort this season!
Best of luck to the Lancers as they compete with their customary—
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Every semester, all grade 12 students in the OCDSB who are enrolled in a
French class (either Immersion or Core) are invited to write the DELF
(Diplôme d'Études de Langue Française). This internationally recognized
French language proficiency test from France evaluates all four strands of
language learning—listening, speaking, reading and writing. This past November, 41 Sir Wil students participated in this worldwide event. This semester's DELF test will be held during the second week of April.

Science

BABYSITTING
COURSES

Sponsored by University of Ottawa, Carleton University, and The Ottawa Hospital, along with some other corporations, Project Pulse Spark —
projectpulsespark.com — is an outreach
program that connects university students with high school students interested in science. The Project’s team members are all university students who will
speak to high school students about their
university experience, extra-curriculars
and answer questions from students
about undergraduate degrees in science.

Age 10-16
Tuesday, March 12 (English)
or Saturday, May 11 (English)
or Saturday, May 25 (French)
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Orléans Library
1705 Orléans Boulevard
Cost $60
Register online:
www.menardsafetycourses.com
For informaƟon call Elaine at
613-443-2027 or email:
menard@menardsc.com

Project Pulse Spark also
holds the IgNITE Science Case Competition, in which high school students compete in teams of 2-4 where
they develop, with a university student
mentor over a period of 5 weeks, a poster presentation about a research proposal addressing a medical problem. The
teams will present their posters at the
uOttawa Faculty of Medicine on March
9th. The case package will teach students about biomolecular techniques that
are used in labs. The competition is completely free. Winners will receive $400
and be named the 2019 IgNITE Champions.
We are pleased to report that our school
has two teams of students participating
in the competition:
Team 1: Afra Alomgir, Maryam Jawad and Nadira Sharif
Team 2: Mohamad Radwan, Cole
Blake, Noah Learned and Vandad Azad
In addition, Project Pulse Spark holds an
annual conference geared to students
interested in health sciences. Check out
their website for details. In the words of
Dr. Jack Kitts, a former keynote speaker
at the conference and CEO of The Ottawa Hospital, “the Project Pulse Spark’s
conference is truly multi-faceted. It
sought to inspire the next generation of
healthcare providers by providing them
with practical skills and personal, engaging stories from keynote speakers that
ranged from global health to scientific
innovation.”

Colin
Henfrey,
Skip of
Boys Curling Team

English
This year our English department introduced the NBE grade 11 English
course, Contemporary Indigenous Voices, for all students. The course
addresses the Truth and Reconciliation Commission recommendation that
all Canadians learn about residential schooling and its impacts. In addition, this course presents a great deal of fiction and non-fiction written and
produced by First Nations, Métis, and Inuit writers and artists in a way that
challenges our students to reflect on their own lives and situations alongside those of Indigenous Canadians. Our students have been engaged,
mature, and insightful in their approach to the new learning experiences
presented. Note that the NBE course replaces the typical grade 11 English
courses while serving as a prerequisite for the grade 12 English courses
that our students will need to graduate and apply for post-secondary opportunities. A huge thank you to Mr. Kelly, Ms. Zebian, Mr. Heneke, Mme
Leduc, and Ms. Dorion for taking the lead as we challenge our students
and the status quo with a wide range of contemporary Indigenous narratives and perspectives.
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Canadian & World Studies and Business
The Business, Canadian and World Studies
Student of the Month Award recognizes
high achievement in one of the department’s courses. Congratulations to our December winner, Ryan Herman, for her outstanding work in Grade 11 Marketing and
our January winner, Michael Danso, for his
success in Grade 9 Business Technology.
On December 20th, students from the classes of Mr. Fyfe, Mme Muise and Ms Nizam had the privilege of touring the Centre
Block on Parliament Hill before it closed for
at least ten years of renovations. It was fascinating to see the House of Commons, the
Senate and the Library of Parliament partially emptied as their contents were being
moved to their temporary locations. Students also visited the National War Memorial and toured the grounds of Parliament
Hill.

The Centennial Flame

Civics students from Mme Muise's class
collaborated with Youth Ottawa and A Day
of Information for a Lifetime of Action
(DILA) program in order to raise awareness
about, and provide resources for, victims of
child and domestic abuse. As part of their
campaign, students aired a video on Laurier Live, created posters to promote their
event, and raised funds for the OrleansCumberland Resource Centre's Youth Services Program.
The Library Learning Commons hosted a
Giant Floor Map on Energy Production and
Transmission from Canadian Geographic.
Over the course of several days, all our
Grade 9 Geography classes participated in
activities to enrich their studies of renewable and non-renewable energy sources in
Canada. Our Grade 12 college level Chemistry and our Dual Support Program classes made the most of this opportunity to review learning and gain new perspectives on the layout of our vast land. In
March, we will receive another Giant Floor
Map for three weeks featuring the Indigenous Peoples Atlas of Canada.

The Library of Parliament

Canadian Geographic’s Giant Floor Map
on Energy Production and Transmission

