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Quadmester 1 has finished, and
Quadmester 2 has begun, with students
settling in nicely. Report cards for
Quadmester 1 are available on the
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Guidance through the busy months of
June, July, August and September.
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Alexis Given has returned from parental
leave. Thanks to Long Term Occasional
Teacher (LTO) Kim Holbein for covering
her classes in the interim; Kim continues
to assist us with Daily Occasional Teaching duties, along with Kristine Kus, Donna Laramee, Michelle LeBlancMcDonald and Nissa Sills.
We thank Bob Aucoin for his able assistance in getting the housebuilding program
off the ground in September until LTO Jordan Messier took over. We welcomed
LTOs Anthony Morgan and Billy Poon
covering behind Dale Brown in
Quadmester 1, with Anthony Morgan staying on for Quadmester 2. We also welcome Pamela Bentley as a new LTO in
our English Department in Quadmester 2.
We had some Educational Assistant
changes in our Dual Support Program,
welcoming back Bhanu Sarangal and
saying farewell to Katrine Mercier who
transferred to Summerside ES.
We welcome Ann Arden as our new VicePrincipal and say farewell to VP Carol
Cockburn who will be retiring on December 31st. Carol has worked at Sir Wilfrid
Laurier at various times since 1993. She
began at Sir Wil as a Long Term Occasional Teacher, became a contract Teach-
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er, and ended as our Vice-Principal. We
sincerely thank Carol for her many years
of dedicated service to our school.
We held our first-ever virtual ParentTeacher Interviews on October 22nd,
and our first-ever virtual School Council
meeting on October 28th. Our School
Council executive were acclaimed in
their positions from last year: Terri-Lynn
Kennedy and Dianne Vroom as cochairs, Wally Peters as treasurer, and
Cynthia Allen as Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils (OCASC)
liaison. I invite all of you to join our meetings which will be held virtually this year.
When you receive the notice of the upcoming meeting, please email me at
nancy.girozan@ocdsb.ca to request that
I send you the Google Meet link. We will
begin each council meeting with a guest
speaker who addresses a topic that is of
interest to parents. Here is the meeting
lineup for this year:
November 25, 2020—Special Education
January 27, 2021—Math Pathways &
Grading
February 24, 2021—Guidance & Option
Sheets
March 31, 2021—Specialist High Skills
Major Programs
April 28, 2021—Possible guest speaker
using Event Brite—open to community if allowed
May 26, 2021—Wrap-Up and Planning
for next year
We wish to continue to build on our positive relationships with the SWL community. Your feedback is welcome.

Nancy Girozan
Principal
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Technological Studies

Graduation

Sir Wil offers three exciting Specialist High
Skills Major (S.H.S.M.) programs:

We are pleased that our graduating
Class of 2020 will be recognized for
their accomplishments on Thursday,
December 10th in a virtual Commencement Ceremony.

¨ Information Communications Technology
¨ Arts & Culture
¨ Construction
Speak to Mr. Budgell or Mr. Molnar for more information about S.H.S.M.
Sir Wil Announcements are posted daily on our YouTube
Channel Laurier Live

Student Services Department
Co-operative Education Program
The Co-op program has managed to overcome various challenges due to
Covid-19 and still provide students with meaningful placements, both in person
and remotely. Thanks to the dedication of our employers, students have been
given the opportunity to gain knowledge and work experience in a variety of
settings including pharmacies, graphic design and animation firms, retail
stores, and more! We are so proud of our students for adapting to new protocols and representing SWL in a professional and safe manner.
Guidance
University and College Applications
Students and parent/guardians have received information pertaining to program research, scholarships, and step by step application process. The guidance counsellors remain available for questions throughout the application process.
Students are reminded to apply with the links below:
University: www.ouac.on.ca

Deadline: January 15, 2021

**PIN number required; OUAC will mail to student’s address starting Nov. 5.
College: www.ontariocolleges.ca

Deadline: February 1, 2021

**For college application, students will need their OEN number, which can
be found on the student’s timetable.
Are you unsure of what path you want after high school? Do you want to explore and learn more about your true passions? You may visit
www.discoveryear.ca for information on taking a gap year.
The OCDSB is hosting an online post-secondary education opportunities event
on Wednesday, December 2nd from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is an opportunity for
students to explore going to college or university, starting an apprenticeship,
entering the workforce, starting a business, or taking a gap year. Students in
grades 11 and 12 are invited to sign up at https://ocdsb.vfairs.com/en/login.

Although we do not know what the
future holds for our Commencement
Ceremony in 2021, we want to inform
potential graduates that the Minister
of Education has decided that the
Ontario Secondary School Literacy
Test (OSSLT) will be waived as a
graduation requirement in June
2021.
For students graduating in the 20202021 school year, the community
involvement graduation requirement
will be reduced
to a minimum of
20 hours of
community involvement activities. This recognizes that graduating students have had barriers to
earning their community involvement
hours last school year and there may
be continued barriers this school
year. The Minister of Education does
not want students to be adversely
impacted by the ongoing challenges
related to Covid-19.
Therefore, the 2021 graduation requirements will be 30 credits and 20
hours of community involvement service.
We also wish to remind parents and
guardians of graduating students
that, apart from the Commencement
Ceremony, grad activities are not
organized by the school. While there
may be a student-run “Grad Committee,” it functions as a non-authorized
body. Activities like Prom, Grad Dinner, or Grad Trips may be managed
by students, the Grad Committee or
outside agencies. These activities
are neither approved nor sanctioned
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary
School nor by the Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board.
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Link Crew
The SWL Link Crew was busy this summer redesigning and re-building our entire mentorship program for our grade 9 students, in order to reflect the
significant changes to our new learning environment. Although our typical social events looked very
different this year, it did not stop our amazing grade
12 leaders from coming up with fun and creative
ways to connect with their grade 9s, and make their
introduction to high school a positive experience.
Some of the events our Link program facilitated included Grade 9 Orientation Day, Crew Colour
Day, Grade 9 Interviews, an Academic Follow-Up
Lesson based on understanding different perspectives and the importance of good communication
skills, a Study Tip Clinic, a Class Kahoot Competition, and our first ever Virtual Social Event for each
grade 9 class. These all served to help increase
safe social interactions between our grade 9 students, and at the same time build positive and supportive relationships among peers and Link Crew
leaders. Rest assured our efforts to connect and
support our grade 9s will continue throughout the
year, as we navigate our evolving educational conditions together.

Link Crew Cohort A for Colour Day

Link Crew Cohort B for the Class Kahoot Event

Leadership Class and Student Council
The 2020 SWL Student Council election results are in. Congratulations to our four new Co-Presidents, Eesha Ahmad, Mashkura
Tabassum Tathoye, Katya Krykunova and Isabel Wackley! In
addition, this year's Student Senator is Samantha Presseault.
Congrats, Sam! Thank you to all of the candidates who ran in the
election and to the students who exercised their right to vote.
All students are welcome to participate in this year’s Student
Council by joining our Google Classroom using the code
nvudep2. Check out our Instagram page @swlstudco for up-todate information about theme days, events and campaigns.
Thanks to the planning efforts of the Grade 11 Leadership Class,
Sir Wil students and staff were able to participate in a variety of
fun theme days in October and November. Students showed off
their retro stylings for Blast from the Past Day, represented their
Hogwarts Houses with flair, committed fashion faux-pas for Mismatch Day, participated in Favourite Sport Day, relaxed on Cozy
Day, and channeled their alter-egos in TV/Film Character
Day. Our Halloween Theme Week was jam packed with costumes and activities for The Nightmare Before Christmas Day,
Spooky Mask Day, Orange & Black Day and Halloween Dress-Up
Day. Our SWL community has done a great job finding creative
and safe ways to demonstrate school spirit as part of the hybrid
learning environment for this school year.
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Remembrance Day
We marked Remembrance Day on November 11th with a virtual ceremony.
Under the leadership of masters of ceremonies, Grade 11 students Eden
Nowiski and Michael Danso, students and staff observed the Laurier Live
broadcast in classrooms and offices. We stood for two minutes of silence at
the 11th hour. The Sir Wil Concert Band, directed by Ms. Schrum, presented a virtual performance of Amazing Grace. Ottawa Police Service School
Resource Officer, Constable Alan Porteous, who is also a Canadian Forces veteran, laid a wreath. Mr. Jim Forbes, from the Cameron Highlanders
and the Sons of Scotland, played the Last Post and the Bagpiper's lament,
the Flowers of the Forest. Thanks to Mr. Molnar for his video expertise in
putting the ceremony together, and a special thank you to Mr. Fyfe for organizing this meaningful ceremony for our school once again.

Library
Hello from the Library! As Teacher-Librarian my role is
to support individual students as well as entire classes
by collaborating with teachers on delivering lessons, activities, assignments and developing research paths in
every subject area.
Though students may not access Library resources in
person and our beautiful physical library space, there
are still many Library digital tools available to students in
our online space.
All SWL students can access the Library Google Classroom with an access code and receive support in the
following areas:
· Tips about online research
· Tips about using credible & reliable internet sources
· Information about Academic Integrity & Plagiarism
· How to quote and to paraphrase
· How to include in-text citations and prepare Works
Cited/Bibliographies (all things relating to MLA format!)
· How to access free databases in which to do research for school

Mr. Jim Forbes has played the bagpipes at
the SWL Remembrance Day ceremony for
18 years

Some of these resources are Google slides, others are
short video recordings in which I share my screen to show
students step by step how to access or incorporate the
subjects above.
Please note that I have met with all grade 9 classes
(cohorts A & B) and provided an introduction to all the topics above. All students can revisit this information in the
Library Google Classroom.
Additionally, there are many other resources to explore in
the Library Google Classroom, concerning academics as
well as resources from the community at large. For example, access to materials relating to Orange Shirt Day on
September 30th, October being Islamic Heritage Month,
free Teen Yoga lessons through the Ottawa Public Library,
and much more!
Lastly, if your son or daughter would benefit from the use
of audiobooks for school work and for their leisure reading,
they can email me directly so that I can locate digital audiobook files to share with them if such files exist.
Please email tricia.leduc@ocdsb.ca for more information,
including the access code for the Library Google Classroom. Students are welcome to email the TeacherLibrarian for help!

