Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School

Principal’s Message

We Strive for the Highest

As we head into the final term of the
school year, I am happy to report that
many great things are happening in the
school, as always. Many thanks to members of our School Council, whose continued fundraising efforts have supported
a variety of Sir Wil programs, one of
which was the Fast to Feast overnight
event, raising awareness and funds for
H2O4All. Spring sports are now underway thanks to the continued generosity
of our staff coaches who give much of
their personal time to these teams.
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Ms. Cheung and Mr. Brichta hosted a
tour to Europe during the March Break
on which students enjoyed a number of
educational and cultural experiences.
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Ms. Leduc, former Sir Wil teacher (now
at Colonel By S.S.) and Mr. Winegarden's Conflict and Crisis course students hosted an inspiring Youth Conference at Carleton University on the National Day of Remembrance and Action
on Mass Atrocities, April 23rd. The conference featured high profile speakers

School Council
Co-Chairs
E. Gratton
L. Kinnie
Superintendent
N. Yorke-Slader
Trustee
K. Penny
Telephone 613-808-8190

Inside this issue:
Principal’s Message

1

Science

2

Student Services

2

We Day

2

Dates to Remember

2

The OCDSB Continuing Education Department is sponsoring a
free

Literacy Support Program

for students in grades 7 to 12 here
at Sir Wil. It runs from 6 pm to 9
pm every Tuesday and Thursday
in room 133, until the middle of
June. Any student can drop in for
general learning support from two
supervising teachers.

including MP Paul Dewar and Nobel
Peace Prize recipient Dr. James Orbinski. The students were encouraged to
make a difference in the world by learning from worldwide conflicts and crises
and were called to action in a variety of
concrete ways. MP Dewar spoke later in
the House of Commons about the event
and commended our students, stating
that he “was impressed and inspired to
see these young people passionate and
making a difference. They believe that a
better world is possible.”

April 2015

Mr. Molnar along with students Logan
Wagner and Kirsten Nash pictured above
captured the conference by photo and video
and livestreamed the event for others to
watch over the Internet.
Ms. Schrum, Ms. Schwartz, Mr. Taylor,
Ms. Jerome and Ms. Lalande, along with
the cast and crew of Once Upon a Mattress reached the end of months of preparation by presenting four wonderful performances at the school last week. We anticipate that the play will receive a number of
official accolades through the local Cappies
program.
For those parents and guardians of graduating students, we remind you that the only
official school event marking this milestone
is our Commencement Ceremony on June
26th at 10 am in our gymnasium. Students
who are involved in any other unsanctioned
graduation events are urged to be safe and
considerate to themselves and others as
they celebrate the end of their years at Sir
Wil.
We recently welcomed new staff members
to our team. Vickie Sels is now looking after the school accounting role in the Main
Office. Teachers Jenna Dorion and Andrea Kidnie are filling in for teachers on
leave.
Our exam period begins on June 17th and
finishes at the end of the day on June 23rd.
Students and families are reminded that it is
school and Board policy that exams are
written at school during this prescribed period and that families must make sure to
schedule holiday plans outside of these
dates. Thank you.

Barry Armstrong
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We Strive for the Highest
NOTICE TO PARENTS OF GRADUATING STUDENTS

While there may be a student-run “Grad Committee,” it functions as a non-authorized body. Its activities are neither approved nor sanctioned by Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School nor by the Ottawa-Carleton District School
Board. Please check the letter to parents of graduating students from the principal on the school website.

Student Services

For the most current update on the
present labour
situation please
visit the School
District’s website at ocdsb.ca and choose
the Labour Relations Updates link on the
home page.

College and University Applications
Many students have received offers for the programs to which
they applied. College applicants
must confirm their acceptance of
an offer of admissions before May
1st.
Applicants to Ontario universities do not need to respond to
offers of admission before June
1st. Students are asked not to
panic if they have not received an
offer yet. Final university offers do
not arrive until the first two weeks
of May with May 28th being the
latest students can expect to hear.

Science

Students who have questions/
concerns about their application
are encouraged to see their counsellor and/or consult the OCAS
(college) or OUAC (university)
website.

We are looking forward to the University of Toronto National Biology Contest on April 30th in which 26 students
will take part. As well, 10 students will
participate in each of the Chem 13
News Chemistry Contest (for Grade
12) on May 14th and the Avogadro
Chemistry Contest (for Grade 11) on
May 21st.

Over 50 students attended We Day.
Each earned their ticket through their
compassionate outreach work locally
and globally.
Schuyler
Teichroeb
met Laureen Harper after
she was
presented
with the
Caring Canadian
Award by
our Governor General
during We
Day.
Schuyler was one of only 20 students from across Canada to receive
this award based on her compassion, resilience, and leadership.
Sarah Stooke and Elyse Alie were
honoured during the Evening of
Champions the evening before We
Day for their exceptional philanthropy. Pictured with them are Mr. Rama
and Spencer Wes, a Free the Children ambassador. The girls also had
a chance to meet the U.S. ambassador, as the event was held at the
American embassy, and Craig Kielburger, the founder of Free the Children.

Co-op program
For information on the co-op program at Sir Wil and current placements, please go to the website
https://goo.gl/M7gfQz
Summer School
If you are interested in taking a
Reach-Ahead course or need to
take a Make-Up course, please
visit summerschoolinottawa.com
for the complete list of courses
offerings and location. Please note
that students must register
through Career Cruising but will
need to bring in the signed printed
form to Guidance. Registrations
began April 15th.

We Day—April 1, 2015

Mme Panneton-Kus' Grade 10 French
Immersion Science classes and Ms
Prot's Grade 10 Science classes went
to Laser Quest on April 10th as part of
their unit in Optics. They were able to
apply the law of refraction in a very
hands-on and fun way. Learning can be
fun!

Dates to Remember 2014-2015
Monday, May 18, 2015

Victoria Day Holiday

Tuesday & Wednesday, June 9 & 10, 2015

EQAO Grade 9 Math Assessment

Wednesday, June 17 to Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Final Examinations

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, June 24, 25, & 26, 2015

Secondary Professional Activity Days

Friday, June 26, 2015

Commencement and Last Day of School Year

