A Message from VRPS

September 11, 2022
Dear VRPS Students and Families,
What a great start to this school year! It has been so wonderful to see everyone back in
the building and to welcome all of our new students and staff. Thank you to our entire
staff for once again creating a warm, welcoming and exciting learning space for all of
our new and returning students!

We have finished our first full week of school and there has been a lot of exciting learning
happening here at VRPS! September is always a time that staff work with students to
learn new routines and set expectations for the school year.

If you haven’t already done so, please take a moment to complete the following forms.
TECHNOLOGY AND MEDIA RELEASE FORMS
Please fill out each of these forms for each of your children
Media release form
Appropriate Use of Technology form

For information on school and District events and activities, families can access our
weekly newsletter and other important information on our website throughout the
school year.
https://vimyridgeps.ocdsb.ca/

Thanks to the incredible Ms Sam and our custodial team for having the building ready
for our students! A big shout out to our student helpers each Thursday as they assist
with our recycling program.

Look for our Meet the Staff event date that will be confirmed later this week. Parents
can come in, tour their child/children’s classrooms and say hello to all of our fabulous
educators! We hope to see you there!
A reminder that our School Council elections will take place in-person on Tuesday,
September 20th at 6:30pm. Our students and school community benefit from having a
School Council that is actively involved in supporting various school initiatives. We would
love to see you there.
We are so lucky to be part of such a wonderful school community. It’s going to be a
great year at VRPS!!
All the best,

Trent Taniguchi, Christine Cardill and Colin Halsall

In this edition of “A Message from Vimy Ridge”
● OSTA Bus Information
● Drop off/pick up

● School Verification Forms (e.g., media permission, acceptable use of
technology, etc…)
● Student Accident Insurance
● From the District

OSTA BUS INFORMATION:
Over the past two years there have often been disruptions to OSTA’s bus
service due to ongoing shortages of drivers. We strongly recommend that all parents have
an account in the Parent Portal and subscribe to receive notices of daily bus cancellations
directly from OSTA.
Please see the following important messaging below from OSTA:
Due to ongoing driver shortages, there may be delays or cancellations to some routes. During that time,
parents will be expected to find their own means of transportation to school. It is recommended that parents
and students use active transportation to get to school as much as possible. Walking and rolling the whole
way, or part of the way, will reduce traffic around the school.
Short term delays and cancellations are posted on the delay and cancellation webpage and sent out via
email to subscribers. Long term cancellations will be posted to our long-term cancellation page and via social
media.
If eligible students and their parents choose not to use OSTA's transportation services, we ask that you
opt-out as soon as possible here. Eligible students may opt back into the service at any time, although
reassignment to transportation may take some time, depending on the volume of changes.

DROP OFF/PICK UP:
We wanted to thank all families for their excellent collaboration with
drop-offs and pick-ups this week. Thank you to our kindergarten parents for remaining on
the grass area to allow lines to move easily into the school. It is important for your child’s
teacher to know which gate your child will be picked up at and who will be picking up your
child. Please communicate any changes to your normal pickup routine to your child’s
teacher.
Please ensure that your vehicle is not parked in the bus lane in front of the school after
3:20pm.

Thank you for your understanding and for helping to keep everyone safe during these busy
times of the day! If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us directly.

SCHOOL VERIFICATION FORMS:
Our annual verifications forms, including: media permission, information verification and
acceptable use of technology forms will be completed electronically this year. These links
have been sent home in a previous communication. In the meantime, if any of your
contact information has changed, please inform the school as soon as possible so that we
have your most up-to-date information.
STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE:
Message from the OCDSB - Student Accident Insurance

Creating a caring and safe environment for our students is our top
priority. Unfortunately, despite all reasonable precautions being taken, accidents can
still happen. Some injuries may result in medical, dental or other expenses that are not
covered by provincial health care or employer group plans. As a parent/guardian, you
become responsible for these expenses.
The OCDSB does not provide student accident insurance coverage for student injuries.
Student accident insurance is available for purchase, on a voluntary basis. Parents may
apply online at Insure My Kids or call 1-800-463-5437.
The OCDSB encourages all parents/guardians to consider purchasing accident
insurance or student accident insurance for incidents that may not be covered by the
Ontario Health Insurance Plan (OHIP) or any additional medical plans they have. The
accident insurance coverage options range from $17.00/year to $33.00/year. This
coverage is for the entire calendar year and also applies to accidents that occur outside
of school hours. If you have any questions, please call Binks Insurance Brokers directly
at 613-226-1350.
FROM THE DISTRICT:
Dear OCDSB Families,
Thank you for everything that you did to help make this first week of school a success. As we settle into school
routines, we all navigate a range of transitions. Setting aside some time to check in with your child(ren) about their

feelings about the return to school is a great way to understand where they are at and to help them feel connected.
These tips and strategies might be helpful to you.
Recognizing Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
Yesterday, flags were lowered at all OCDSB schools and buildings in remembrance of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
As Canada’s longest reigning Sovereign, she took the throne at the young age of 25, and has served witness to
history for 70 years. Our thoughts are with the Royal Family and those affected by her passing.
Update Your Contact Information
Please ensure your child’s school has your up-to-date contact information. This week, families receive many forms
from the school. Please complete these and return them to the school. If you have questions, contact the school
office.
Get Involved in School Council
School councils are one way that parents can get involved in their child’s school. Any parent can be elected to the
school council. The election of school council members is held in the first 30 days of the school year. If you are
interested in participating in the school council, watch for information from your child’s school.
Municipal Elections - Be Informed Before You Vote
The 2022 Municipal and School Board election is Monday, October 24th. School board trustees are elected for a four
year term. Trustees are responsible for setting strategic priorities, policy and budgets for the school board and bring
the concerns and interests of constituents when making Board decisions. Learn more about the role of trustees and
the election process here or on our website.
Elections are your opportunity to make a difference in your community. Make the time to know who is running for
election in your zone. Take a look at candidate platforms, attend all candidates meetings, reach out to candidates
and ask questions. Make sure your name is on the voter’s list. Information about candidates and voting is available
from the City of Ottawa.
Managing COVID-19 Transmission
Ottawa Public Health continues to recommend these strategies:
●

Daily screening for symptoms using the updated daily screening tool

●

Staying home when sick or experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19

●

Continuing to wear a mask, after your isolation, when out in public for 10 days from when your symptoms
started.

●

Avoiding non-essential visits to high risk settings (like hospitals and long-term care) for 10 days from when
your symptoms started.

●

Using Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) as needed;

●

Ensuring children and youth are up to date with their COVID-19 vaccine.

Upcoming Committee of the Whole Meeting: September 13, 7:00 p.m.

The first OCDSB Committee of the Whole Meeting for the 2022-2023 school year will take place on Tuesday,
September 13th at 7:00 p.m. Save this link to watch the meeting and view the agenda on our website.
Open Trails Day: September 24, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mark your calendars: the MacSkimming Outdoor Education Centre is having its annual Open Trails day! This is the
only day of this school year when this 425-acre classroom will be open to the public for everyone to explore. Watch our
website for more details.
Additional Important Dates can be found on the OCDSB’s board calendar, as well as the elementary and secondary
school year calendars.
School Bus Transportation
With school back in session, we all need to be extra careful on the roads watching for students walking or cycling to
school or waiting at bus stops. For those using school buses, please monitor the OSTA website regularly for updates.
Inquiries about busing should be directed to OSTA.

UPCOMING DATES:

September 20th - School Council elections 6:30pm
TBD- Meet the Staff event

