VIIS DIVERSIS, VNVM ITER
From Separate Paths, One Journey

Class of 2018 Motto

Liberty Common High School Monday Notes
Volume 21, Issue 3 - September 11, 2017

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org Attendance
Line: (Please call by 8:30 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM

Flannery O'Connor Week at LCHS.
Flannery O’Connor once said in her typically humorous, yet
bluntly truthful style: “I don't deserve any credit for turning the
other cheek as my tongue is always in it.” O’Connor was an
American novelist and short-story writer, whose stories are
strange and full of grotesque oddballs, mean-spirited scoffers,
and truth. Best known for her story “A Good Man is Hard to
Find”, O’Connor’s stories staggered America, and we’re still
reeling from them. Readers of O’Connor are either troubled or
delighted, but all are changed.

Newsworthy Notices
Remembering September 11th. Today
marks the the 16th anniversary of four
coordinated terrorist attacks that ended
the lives of 2,996 people and set America
on a course of warfare that continues
today. LCHS will mark the day with
solemn remembrance of the victims and
historic appreciation for the global
significance of this tragic event. LCHS
Principal Bob Schaffer was a Member of
the U.S. Congress at the time of the attack
and chronicled his experiences including
his visit to "Ground Zero" one month
after the attack. Schaffer's memoir has been used in Liberty classrooms in past years
drawing the lessons of 9/11 close to home. CLICK HERE to read the article. Please CLICK
HERE to read a column about 9/11 that Mr. Schaffer wrote for the Coloradoan.
Liberty Family In Crisis. Liberty’s Academic Support Team
Director Mrs. Janice Garland received grave news over the
weekend that her daughter Mariya (LCHS ’15) has been
hospitalized and diagnosed with stage-4 renal cancer with a
tumor affecting her kidney, vena cava, and aorta; and
metastasized to her lungs. Mariya is away at college in
Memphis, TN, and is being air-transported today to Denver to
undergo very major and extensive surgery immediately. A
website has been set up to relay information and facilitate
communication with friends and admirers – CLICK HERE |
You’ll need to set up a password to join this site, or use an
existing one if you’ve joined previously. Personnel
adjustments are being executed now to cover Mrs. Garland’s
professional duties at the school as she has taken leave for
an indefinite period of time in order to devote 100% to
Mariya. Mrs. Garland asks, “Please just pray for all of us,
that we may have peace, pray for healing, pray for the
doctors, pray that we can get home, pray for Mariya to have
less pain...” Mariya is one of LCHS’s most celebrated and
revered graduates. In 2015, she was recipient of the school’s
Character & Virtue Award which is perhaps the school’s
most esteemed senior recognition. She was also honored by
her peers in the LCHS Class of 2015 who chose her to
deliver the “Class Address” at the 2015 LCHS
Commencement Ceremony.
New Piano. Former Liberty parents, Vicky and
Mitch Green, donated to our school an antique
Chickering baby grand piano. It is a high-quality
and high-value instrument, which means there are
rules for its use. The piano is located in the Agora
and may be played before or after school. Only
students on the “Liszt List” may play the
piano. Miss Ogg or Mr. Lunn can add students
to the “Liszt List,” and any student who has
received piano-lessons is encouraged to signup. Parents are also welcome to use the piano
before and after school. We are grateful to the
Greens for their very generous donation. The entire Liberty community is enjoying this fine
instrument and will for many years to come.
Open Campus. This Wednesday, September 13th being a block day, LCHS seniors enjoy

Open-Campus privileges. Seniors may depart the campus then after 10:36AM and return
before 11:25AM, and they must sign out and sign back in on sheets posted near the
school’s front doors. This is a class privilege, not an individual privilege. Classmates
returning late to campus is not tolerated.

Oncology nurse Denise Lechtenberger is
the keynote speaker at Wednesday’s
Justice Lyceum.

Justice Lyceum. This Wednesday’s allschool Lyceum is the first charactereducation assembly of the school year. The
topic is Justice and is being produced by the
students of Domus Justitiae. The event
features keynote speaker Nurse Denise
Lechtenberger a public-health oncology
nurse whose healthcare missions have
taken her to such impoverished locales as
India, Guatemala, and other countries. She’ll
be relating her work and experiences to the
school’s Capstone virtue of Justice starting
at 2:00PM in the school’s Colosseum. As
with all Lyceum presentations, parents are
welcome to attend.

School Messenger Notification System. Tomorrow Tuesday, Sep 12, we are sending a
test of the emergency-contact system used to communicate school closings, late starts, or
early dismissals, etc. Watch your Monday Notes for instructions on making changes to or
opting a phone number out of our SchoolMessenger contact system.
Teen Talks Series. Three lectures are being offered for parents and teens designed to
facilitate crucial conversations with your child. All are being held at Rocky Mountain High
School 1300 W. Swallow Rd., in Fort Colling from 6:00 – 8:00PM. Here are the dates and
topics: Wed 20 Sep 2017 – Marijuana And The Adolescent Brain | Wed 18 Oct 2017 –
Technology, Changing Times (high-risk online sexual behaviors) | Wed 8 Nov 2017 – Teen
Stress. All lectures are conducted by state and local experts, and are free. For more
information, contact Brooke Wagner.
Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night next Monday September 18, 6:30PM-8:00PM at
Liberty Common High School. These are informative presentations for all parents wanting to
know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what we do. For hopeful
families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending one of these
presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the next open-enrollment
spot.
Berry Blendz Smoothies. During lunch on Wednesday Sep 18th, Berry Blendz smoothies
will be available for purchase in the front parking lot. Bring $5.00 if interested.
Connie Behr Memorial Fund. Liberty's longtime librarian Connie
Behr passed away on Wednesday August 9, 2017. Connie worked
at Liberty for 18 years and was instrumental in developing the library
and helping inspire thousands of students to read. As a way of
honoring Connie, we have set up a Cheddar Up account for
Liberty families to make a donation to our library. Money donated in
memory of Connie Behr, will be used to purchase rich literature for
our library. We are excited to honor Mrs. Behr in this way. Each
book purchased will contain a book plate sticker inside the front
cover to commemorate Mrs. Behr’s legacy in our school.
School Illnesses. There is a lot of illness passed around already this year. When
considering whether to keep your child home from school, please refer to this policy our
school utilizes (found on the school website), based on recommendations from The

Children's Hospital Colorado: CLICK HERE to view.

Mark your Calendar
Important Dates.
Sept 13 | Open Campus - Seniors Only
Sept 13 | Justice Lyceum, 2:00-2:45PM, LCHS Colosseum
Sept 18 | Public-Information Night, LCHS
Sept 21 | Board of Directors Meeting, LCS
Sept 22 | JH Fun Event, LCHS (details in next week's Monday Notes)
Sep 27 | School Photo Make-up, 2:45PM
Sep 29 | T-Shirt Day
Sept 30 | Homecoming
Sept 30 | Liberty2Liberty 5K
Sep 25- Oct 13 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks)
Oct 11 | PSAT/NMSQT Test (Juniors)
Oct 19 | BOD Meeting
Oct 16 | Internet-Safety Night
Oct 20 | 1st Quarter Ends
Oct 24 | Fall Choral Concert
Oct 26 | Fall Instrumental Concert
Oct 27 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, No School
Oct 30 | Public-Information Night, LCHS
Click Here to view the school calendar.

2017-2018 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct. 27 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 22-24 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 25-Jan. 5 | Christmas Break
Jan. 15 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 16 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 19 | Presidents' Day
Mar. 12-16 | Spring Break
March 30 | Good Friday
May 25 | Last Day of School-1/2 day

From Casey Churchill, LCS Principal
Continuous Improvement
Goal setting is an important component of any organization. It is
hard to have any direction if there isn’t an end result to achieve in
place. Each year Liberty Common School sets goals. The
students write goals, the teachers write goals, the Board of
Directors write goals, and the school writes goals. This year, I
asked the staff to write down things they thought went well last
year, things they thought could be better, and then from that
information glean 3 top goals for the coming year. The staff did a
wonderful job with this exercise. After this activity, they all voted
on the top goals for the year. While these goals are similar to last

year, I value staff input on goals for the coming year.

Liberty Elementary 2017-2018 Goals
1. Teachers, AST Staff, and Problem Solving teams will work collaboratively to find
solutions to help struggling students achieve positive academic and/or behavioral
gains.
a. Use data to drive instruction.
i. Use NWEA to assess student needs
ii. Better understand how to use and interpret CMAS data as a summative
assessment.
iii. Better understand how to use and interpret Aimsweb data as a
formative assessment.
b. Learn how to use and interpret student data
using PowerSchool Analytics.
c. All staff attended a two day Quantum training on
August 22-23. Quantum
training is professional development designed to
enhance student engagement and classroom
management.
d. Administration, staff, and parents will work
together as a team to find ideas to help these
students.
2. Create a happy, healthy culture and environment for staff, families, and students.
a. Staff will incorporate Quantum techniques in the classroom to better engage student
learning.
b. Staff and administration will focus on an increase in communication amongst ourselves
and with the families we serve.
c.Staff will participate in yearly check-ins to assess their needs.
3. Increase Core Knowledge content and skill cross-curricular connections.
This will take place among the staff and with the families we serve.
a.Teachers will meet as grade level teams or
with other grade levels monthly for cross-curricular connections during non-staff meeting
days.
b. The entire elementary staff will attend the Colorado Core knowledge Network on February
9th.
c. Take a close look at skills programs to make sure we are teaching the curriculum with
fidelity.
These three goals frame up the initiatives for this coming year. By setting these goals we can
reflect on our progress and areas for improvement for the years to come. It is because of
this type of continuous improvement and close communication and input from our staff that
we outperform other schools in the area. We are looking forward to another great year.

From Mr. Lovely, LCHS Assistant Principal
Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. Details for the
upcoming community 5K fun run can be found
in last week's Monday Notes, or by
downloading the registration form, which can
be found by CLICKING HERE. Volunteers are
still needed. If you or your student wishes to
volunteer, send an e-mail to DT House

Captains Taylor Reinke or Vivian Stein.

Liberty Legacies Volume II. Hello Liberty students.
Ambassador's Club is starting Liberty Legacies Volume II 2017
for this year's Grandparent's Day. The purpose of Liberty
Legacies Volume II is to safeguard the legacies of senior
citizens whether that be your grandparents, parents, relatives,
or senior friends. Not only is this a valuable resume-building
opportunity, given anyone who participates gets to become a
published author, but it is a beautiful way to learn from the
wisdom our loved ones have to offer, to honor those who have
walked before you, and to show love by providing a meaningful
gift to whomever you choose to honor in your story. The stories
will be due by Thursday, October 26th. You need to contact
Laura Rencher by this Friday (September 15th), if you want to
have your story in the book. Because the books will be
professionally published, there is a fee of $10, but authors will
receive a discounted price of $10 this Grandparent's Day when
the books will be sold at the school. All profits will go to
fundraising for next year's Liberty Legacies and future service
projects, so we can continue this tradition of thanking our
senior citizens.
9th-Hour Schedule Updated. The 9th-Hour Club & Extra Help Schedule has been
updated and can be found on the LCHS Website by CLICKING HERE.

From Mrs. Campbell, College Counselor
Mark your Calendar
September 26 | Out-of-state College Fair, Poudre High School
October 5 | Christian College Fair, Resurrection High School
October 9 | Planning-and-Paying-for-College Night, LCHS.
Out-of-State College Fair
September 26 Poudre High School 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm.
Here is a COLLEGE LIST of all colleges attending.
What can I do as a parent to support my child in college
planning process?
The college-planning process can be overwhelming for students
and parents. Here are some helpful TIPS for parents by each
grade level to help you understand the important steps to take.
CLICK HERE for step-by-step planning.

Academic Guidance
PSAT/NMSQT. LCHS provides all juniors the opportunity to take the PSAT/NMSQT exam
free of charge during the school day, Wednesday, October 11th, 7:45-11:45AM. Juniors do
not need to register for the exam. This is a practice SAT and the National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Exam. 9th and 10th-grade students interested in taking the exam for experience
may register in the College Center. The fee is $20.00 which will be assessed through the

family’s Efunds, no other payment forms will be accepted. The registration deadline for 9thand 10th-grade students is Wednesday, September 20th.

AST Tip of the Week
Organization Is Key. CONGRATS! You made it through two weeks of school. The
paperwork is starting to pile up, and your first test is just around the corner. At this point,
everything should have a place, and everything should be in its place. At least once a week,
you should go through your locker, backpack, and binders to make sure that all of your
notes, handouts, and other paperwork are in your notebooks under their correct tab.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
Cross Country
Friday, 9/15, 4pm, @ Monfort Park (Greeley) (Away)
Boys Soccer
Monday, 9/11, 4pm, 9/11, 4pm, vs Ft. Lupton (Home)
Wednesday, 9/13, 4pm, @ Frontier Academy
7th Volleyball
Monday, 9/11, 4pm, vs @ Highland (Away)
Wednesday, 9/13, 4pm, vs Estes Park (Home)
8th Volleyball
Monday, 9/11, 4pm, vs Highland (Home)
Wednesday, 9/13, 4pm, @ Estes Park Middle School (Away)
This Week in High-School Sports:
Cross Country
Friday, 9/9, 8am, @ Lyons High School (Away)
Soccer
Monday, 9/11, 4pm, @ Longmont High School (Away)
Saturday, 9/16, 11am @ Frontier Academy (Away)
Volleyball
Tuesday, 9/12, 4:30pm, @ Frontier Academy (Away)
Thuirsday, 9/14, 4:30, vs Kent (Home)
Check out the High School Cross Country Ragnar Video: Click Play
Athletic Fees - Click Here to pay.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters
Support Liberty
CLICK HERE if interested.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school
textbook "Good Manners" used in
"Household Science" class of that
day:
“Rule No. 22. The Fingers. Use your
fingers to eat bread, rolls, cookies,
gherkins, olives, radishes, nuts, celery,
candy, and crystalized fruit. Often cake is
eaten with the fingers. Corn on the cob
may be served with handles. If not, break
off a three-inch piece, and hold it in one

had while you eat it.
Cut off all the meat you can from chicken-bones and chop-bones and leave the
rest. In the privacy of your own family, your mother may allow you to eat chicken
from the bone.
You may use a bit of bread held in the left hand to push food onto your fork. Keep
your fingers out of your mouth. If you avoid touching greasy and juicy foods, your
fingers will be unsoiled.

This week’s LCHS Alumni Update is devoted to Mariya
Garland who is in the fight of her life and needs all the
support and prayers her alma mater can muster.


Mariya Garland (front row, third from left)
surrounded by some of her friends from the
LCHS Class of 2015.
The following message about Mariya’s medical situation was sent last night by Mrs.
Garland to her colleagues at LCHS:
Dear Liberty Family,
So many of you have taught and poured into my sweet daughter that I want to share with you
honestly the journey that we are on. Mariya had pain in her back and was taken into the
emergency room on Thursday. She has been diagnosed with Stage 4 Renal Cancer. Her
tumor includes her kidney, vena cava and aorta. It has also metastasized to her lungs.
We are in Memphis hoping to transport her to UC Denver tomorrow, so that they may
schedule surgery. The surgery is complex requiring three surgeons thoracic cardio
surgeon, vascular surgeon and urology surgeon. The hope is that the team can be formed
and the surgery can be done in the next week. It is open heart surgery and they will remove
the kidney.
Mariya is in a lot of pain both because of the cancer and the blood clots in her lungs...hence
an air ambulance will transport her in order to keep her on the IVs that have her stable. We
are trying to get her out of Memphis before the weather from the hurricane moves in,
otherwise we would most likely need to stay here. That would mean at least two months
away from home.
The recovery from the surgery is extensive. In the ICU for 2 weeks and the hospital at least
another 6 weeks. After this recovery, she will be in the next phase of Immunotherapy and
Chemotherapy...so we are on the first mile of a journey that will continue to grow more
difficult .

Today Mariya's hospital room was filled with her faith community – 30 college students
worshiped, individual students prayed and sang...and at the end Mariya recited
Phillipians1:21 from memory:
‘I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have complete boldness,
so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.’
She is very much at peace and as always teaching me what it looks like to truly surrender. It
was the most beautiful worship I have ever witnessed...
So dear family, I will be leaving Liberty indefinitely, and I ask that you lovingly care for
students who receive services from AST. These are my other children...and it is hard for me
to leave them and their families.
Please just pray for all of us,, that we may have peace, pray for healing, pray for the
doctors, pray that we can get home, pray for Mariya to have less pain...
A Caring Bridge is set up and the site's title is Mariya Garland. The address is
caringbridge.org/visit/mariyagarland2. This will be the best way for me to communicate.
All my love,
Janice Garland
Academic Support Coordinator
Liberty Common High School

News Worth Repeating
Keys To Success For 7th-Grade Students. In an
attempt to help all new 7th-grade students prepare for
success in junior high, the 7th-grade teachers will be
holding required 9th-Hour sessions on a variety of
topics (binder organization, note taking, communication,
technology, and study habits/test prep). These
sessions will take place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
for the first three full weeks of September (9/12 & 9/13,
9/19 & 9/20).
7th-grade athletic coaches have been notified that students may be a few minutes late to
practice on those days, but students who have games on those days will be excused from
attending 9th Hour.
7th-grade students will be participating in these sessions with their Orders and rotating from
teacher-to-teacher according to the schedule below.

Mandatory Meetings: Sophomores. A class ring can be a
wonderful symbol of a student's commitment to graduation at Liberty

Common High School. All sophomores are required to attend the
Class of 2019 Class Ring Presentation, presented by
Jostens. Tomorrow Tuesday, Sept. 12th, 9th- hour, Great Hall. For
interested students, orders will be due on Thur. Sept 21st during
lunch.
Seniors. It is already time to order graduation caps and gowns. All
seniors are required to attend the cap and gown fitting on
Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 9th hour, Stoa.

The 2017-18 Carpool List. The current carpool list is now available in the front office.
Please stop by to pick up a copy if interested.
Lunch Information. CLICK HERE to view lunch information. If your are having trouble
logging in please try another browser.
Clothes Closet Seeking Donations. LCHS is looking for gently used clothing for highschool-aged students. If your student has borrowed clothing please wash and
return. Please bring donations to the front office.
Volunteering At LCHS. If you are interested in volunteering at
LCHS during the school year for any reason and have not
preciously signed up, CLICK HERE to sign up.
If you registered last year, please CLICK HERE to login to the
system.
Suicide-Prevention Training For Parents. Liberty parents are
invited to participate in a one-hour and thirty-minute training that teaches participants the
warning signs for suicide and the three-step QPR (Question, Persuade and Refer)
method. Participants will learn how to listen and will be given skills to assist a person at risk
of suicide. Ms. Melanie Voegeli-Morris, PSD Mental Health and Prevention Coordinator,
will offer QPR for parents at Liberty Common High School on Monday, September 18,
2017, from 6:00PM – 7:30PM. There is no charge; however, registration is required (CLICK
HERE). The program is open to the first 35 registrants per class. Feel free to direct any
questions or Concerns to Mr. Schaffer, bschaffer@libertycommon.org.
Come Join Key Club. Key Club meets in
the Acropolis on Tuesday’s at 9th hour for
high-school students. Key Club helps the
community through fun service projects,
such as graffiti removal and also helps the
school with projects like the annual car
wash. We work hard at providing for our
community, and would love to have you
join to share your service project ideas.
Bring a friend, grab some complimentary
food, and learn more about our club. Email Mrs. McAllister for more information.

Observe Traffic Laws Around LCHS. If you are dropping off your student on Custer,
please keep the following in mind.
1. Pull all the way forward in the drop-off lane,
2. Students should be ready to exit their vehicles when the car is stopped. (this is not
time to sit and talk about what is for dinner or finish homework),
3. All students should exit the vehicle on the curb side,
4. If there is a parent that has to get out of the car to help a student with items in the
vehicle, this is not that lane. The student parking lot would be a better location to dropoff,
5. No U-Turns,
6. No jaywalking. (Drivers, don’t promote jaywalking by picking up or dropping off
passengers from the curbside opposite the LCHS property).
7. Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.
These and other traffic laws are too-frequently ignored during pickup and drop-offs. For the
safety of our students, please adhere to local traffic laws and to our pickup and drop-off
guidance. Please CLICK HERE to view it.
If time is required for anything longer than to just drop-off a student, consider dropping
students off in the student parking lot (northeast corner of the school). Particularly if there is
a bike, musical instrument or large student project that is being unloaded. This location
would also be good for beginning drivers with permits that need to change places with their
parent after they get dropped off.

Upcoming Trips
Austria, Germany, Switzerland
Spring Break 2018. Mr. Lunn will be
leading a trip to Austria, Germany and
Switzerland during Spring Break of 2018.
This trip is open to high-school students
in music class (or have taken one in the
past). We will visit the cities of Vienna,
Salzburg, Munich, Innsbruck and
Lucerne. Highlights of the trip include
visiting Mozart’s birthplace and soaking
in the rich history and culture of this part
of the German-speaking world. Please email for more information.
LCHS To DC 2018. LCHS will conduct a
Spring Break 2018 trip to Washington, DC

and will likely conduct these trips every three
years. Starting next year, the trip is opening
up to all LCHS students grades 7 – 12
(previously, this was a junior-high only
trip). Parents may also attend at cost. LCHS
principal Bob Schaffer leads these
trips. As a former Member of the U.S.
Congress, Mr. Schaffer fully utilizes his
former-member privileges to get students
into areas of the U.S. Capitol that are
normally off limits to tourists, and he sets
up visits with high-power political
figures. Keep watching future editions of
Monday Notes for trip details and
registration information. In the meantime, this
notice is only intended as a 2018 calendar
item and mental marker for those who might
want to participate. Spring Break 2018 is
March 10th – 18th.
Allison Burris demonstrating artistic
perspective with the Washington
Monument during the LCHS-to-DC Spring
Break Trip 2015. The next DC fieldtrip is
Spring Break 2018 and will be open to all
students in grades 7 – 12.

France and Spain Summer 2018. Mr.
Seiple and Mrs. Salazar are planning an artthemed trip to France and Spain during the
summer of 2018.

Ireland & England, Summer 2018. Mr.
Tullius is organizing a high-school trip to the
Emerald Isle and England in June 2018. The
itinerary focuses on Dublin and London, with
a few stops in between. Please email for more
information.

Artists of France and Spain. A fieldtrip to
France and Spain is planned for summer
2018 and the deadline is fast approaching. It
starts in Paris and goes to Avignon,
Barcelona, and Madrid. It is set at a
responsible pace for seeing the most

important monuments and museums so you
actually get a moment to soak it in. An
informational meeting about this trip is
scheduled for September 12, 6 - 7 pm in the
art room. Email Mr. Seiple with any
questions.

Board of Directors
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556
Upcoming Board Meetings- Sep 21, 6:30PM.
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
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