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Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org Attendance
Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM

Board of Directors
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556
Upcoming Board Meetings- Dec 21st, 6:00PM, LCS Staff Lounge
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
This week at LCHS is Barney Ford Week.

This week at LCHS is Barney Ford Week. Barney Ford was born
into slavery in Virginia in 1822. He escaped working on a river boat and
when he died in 1902, he was a well-known, wealthy and successful
entrepreneur in Colorado. Despite being born into slavery, and
suffering both assassination attempts and bankruptcy, Ford persevered
with grit and fortitude to become a millionaire in the real estate business.

Newsworthy Notices
Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network.The Charter Advocacy Network is the
vehicle by which charter school supporters are informed about pressing issues affecting
charter schools. It's also the method for distributing action alerts to activate the Colorado
charter-school community in defense of charter-school students and their interests. As
opponents of LCHS and our charter-school brethren become more sophisticated,
organized, and outspoken, it is crucial we stay informed and take action on pressing
issues. To join, CLICK HERE. Please also encourage friends to join.

Open Campus Wednesday. This Wednesday, being a Block Day, all LCHS juniors and
seniors enjoy “Open Campus” lunchtime privileges from 10:36 – 11:25AM. Students: Do
not return late.

7th Grade Science Fair. Congratulations to
the winners of the 2017 7th
Grade Science Fair!! First Place was awarded
to Cana Nevins for her project "Stop the
Resistance" which investigated the
resistance of bike tires. Second Place was
awarded to Jett Niesen for his project "Fly
High with Jett" which compared the length of
a plane's wingspan to the distance it is able
to fly. Third place was awarded to Sarah
Bartels for her project, "Soil Erosion" which
studied the erosion rates of different
soils. Thank you to all students for your
diligent work in completing your projects! Thank you, parents, for your support and
encouragement! We would also like to express gratitude and appreciation to the 3 judges for
their thorough and thoughtful evaluations of all the finalists: Dr. Thomas Borch, Mrs. Kristi
Gilsdorf and Mrs. Iris McCormick. Stay tuned for the 8th grade Science Fair coming
January 26th.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our
Lost-And-Found. The shelves are bursting at the seams with
items.

CLICK HERE to order your copy of the 2017-2018 yearbook.

Mark your Calendar
Important Dates.
Dec 11 | Savannah College of Art/Design Information Night, 6:00-7:00PM, Great Hall
Dec 12 | Holiday Concert, 6:30PM, Colosseum
Dec 13 | Open Campus, Junior/ Senior
Dec 13 | 9th Hour- College Club- NCAA Sports in College, Stoa
Dec 15 | JH Holiday Dance, Semi-formal
Dec 16 | Winter Festival (Grades 7-12), LCHS
Dec 20 | Open Campus, Seniors Only
Dec 20-22 | 1st Semester Finals
Dec 21 | Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS
Dec 22 | T-Shirt Day, 2nd Quarter Ends
Dec 22 | Teacher Talent Show, 1:05PM, Colosseum
Dec 25-Jan 5 | Christmas Break
Jan 8 | Public Information Meeting, LCHS, 6:30PM
Jan 10 | Legion of XIII Induction Ceremony
Jan 15 | Martin Luther King Day, No School
Jan 18 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS
Jan 22 | Public Information Meeting, LCS, 6:30PM
Jan 26 | 8th-Grade Science Fair, 3:30PM
Click Here to view the school calendar.

2017-2018 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec. 25-Jan. 5 | Christmas Break
Jan. 15 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 16 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 19 | Presidents' Day
Mar. 12-16 | Spring Break
March 30 | Good Friday
May 25 | Last Day of School-1/2 day, Graduation 6:00PM

From Mr. Schaffer, LCHS Principal
Help Liberty “Close the Gap” Now
By Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
By now, Liberty parents have received a fundraising letter
from Liberty Board of Directors Chairman Patrick
Albright and Treasurer Joel Goeltl. That letter opened
with an expression of gratitude for prior donations, a

sentiment I echo here.
Thanks to past donors, we are putting to excellent use our
new kindergarten-playground expansion, playground fencing,
and the new track surface at the elementary school. Again, to
those who donated, I’m grateful, and so are current and future
Liberty students.
This year, our school needs all parents to re-up donations to
the school. We actually need a lot of parents to pitch in.
CLICK HERE to contribute online.
The need is actually crucial. Ideally, the fundraising-solicitation letter from Messrs. Albright
and Goeltl sent out last week is receiving your highest consideration.
I realize, everyone’s mailbox and inbox are overstuffed with fundraising solicitations at this
time of year. If you’re like me, you tend to pull out the few meritorious ones and stack them
near your pile of bills for reconsideration at month’s end. Please do not let Liberty’s appeal
linger.
We’re grateful to the Liberty families who have already responded to help us close the
funding gap that exists between what regular public schools receive from the Poudre School
District, and what charter schools receive. That crucial difference is approximately $2,000
per student. We rely on parents to help “close the gap,” and hence the theme of this year’s
fundraising appeal.
The school’s parent-led Board of Directors has
committed our institution to an exciting, albeit
daunting goal of making Liberty financially
autonomous. And while a variety of strategies will be
deployed in pursuit of this lofty goal, the more
donations we receive, the more flexible we can be
with the tax-payer-generated funds we receive.
For Liberty, we’re used to pinching pennies. As a charter school, we’ve always had to be
more efficient. Frankly, we have a better school because of it.
Your contribution will make
Liberty’s mission of academic
preeminence perennially
possible. The SAT and PSAT
scores of our high-school
scholars are impressive,
earning first and second-place
statewide rankings respectively
(out of 644 high schools in
Colorado). We obviously want to
maintain this momentum for the
upcoming classes. This is no
time to take our foot off the
accelerator.
Liberty is a qualified public charity so any donation is fully tax deductible. Donating in the
next few weeks will reduce your federal and state tax liability for 2017 – and, trust me, there
isn’t a more meritorious cause in that pile of mail competing for your year-end check-writing
attention.
For those interested in amplifying your financial commitment to the school, we still need
volunteers on the school’s Fundraising Committee, our Grant-Writing Committee, and on
our Financial Advisory Committee. To volunteer, send a MESSAGE HERE.
CLICK HERE for all details of Liberty’s “Close the Gap” Campaign. Thank you in advance

for your generosity and for your ongoing investment in Liberty.

From Mr. Lovely, LCHS Assistant Principal

Junior-High Polar Express Dance. The Polar Express Dance is coming to LCHS this
Friday, December 15th, 6:30PM - 9:00PM. You won't want to miss out on the hot chocolate
bar. There will be a Christmas tree, a train, and a special northern lights show. Every thirty
minutes, the Polar Express train will deliver a special surprise. If you get tired while dancing,
cool off in the Stoa while watching the Polar Express movie. The attire is semi-formal so
dress nicely for this once-in-a-lifetime event. Purchase your shiny, golden ticket during
lunch, $5, or at the door for $7. Do not miss the final junior-high dance of the
semester. Questions see Marissa Trujillo or Sawyer Kent.

Winter Festival. All 7th-12th grade students
and families are invited to Winter Festival this
Saturday, December 16th, 6:00-9:00PM in the
LCHS Great Hall. Students and family
members will earn House and/or Order points
for attending this spectacular event. The cost is
$5 per student; parents are free. There will be
a jazz band, led by Mr. Lunn, cookie
decorating, food, and so much more. Wear
your ugly sweater, as the ugliest sweater wins
a prize. Free Dress Day dress code rules
apply. DT Representatives Parker Stern or
Eva Hoskins hope to see you there.

From Mrs. Campbell, College Counselor
Important Dates.

Dec 11 | Savannah College of Art/Design
Information Night, 6:00-7:00PM, Great Hall
CLICK HERE for more information.
Dec 13 | 9th Hour- College Club- NCAA Sports in
College, Stoa

NCAA and How to Prepare for Collegiate Athletics. Join
us during 9th hour on December 13 at 2:45PM in the Stoa.

Hear from a Division I/professional athlete about how to
prepare and the eligibility process for college athletics. Open
to 8th-12th grade students and families.

Seniors. Just a friendly reminder that the College Center will
be closed over Christmas Break. If you are applying to
colleges and scholarships with deadlines between now and
January 20th, you must turn in your transcript request form
to Mrs. Rieb by December 15th. Your application does not
have to be completed before your transcript request is
turned in.
College Center Events:
Click Here for the updated events schedule.
Events include: Arts night, Choosing a Major, Practice ACT/SAT and more.

Academic Guidance
PSAT Results. Today through December13th, students who provided their email address
on their PSAT/NMSQT answer sheet will receive an email reminder from the College Board
explaining where and how to view their scores. Students can set up a free College
Board account at any time.
If a student does not see their score when they log in, they may need to enter an access
code. Students can see Mrs. Rieb for help with their access codes.
All juniors will have a mandatory meeting on Tuesday, January 16th, during an extended 9th
hour from 2:45-3:30PM, in the Great Hall to review their PSAT results. Parents are welcome
to attend.
Semester 2 Schedule Changes. With a few short weeks before the end of the first
semester, students are encouraged to review their second-semester schedules. Any
changes students would like to make must be addressed via a Schedule Change Request
Form and must adhere to the LCHS Schedule Change Policy. Requests falling outside the
policy parameters will be considered but may be denied. Second-semester classes,
especially electives, were offered based on student demand; therefore, students are
expected to remain enrolled in the classes they requested. CLICK HERE to review the
Schedule Change Policy.
The Schedule Change Request Form is available online (CLICK HERE for high school,
CLICK HERE for junior high), or in the LCHS College Center. All forms require a parent
signature. Completed forms may be turned into the LCHS front office.
Friday, January 12th, is the last day for schedule changes.

AST Tip of the Week
Feeling Good on Test Day. A student shared that she believes, on exam days, one should
dress-up because one feels good about oneself, and that puts you in a good mental state.
This allows you to perform better on an exam. While dressing up may not be your thing,
finding something that makes you feel confident on test day really can improve your score.
Remember to affirm all that you have done to prepare, and tell yourself "I've done the work,
I've got this!" to keep yourself from stressing. A relaxed mind is a sharp mind.

For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
Residual Accolades - Click HERE to see the Coloradoan's
article on players selected to Colorado's All-State soccer teams.
Congratulations to Coach Cyrus Salehi (Coach of the Year)
and 1st-Team selections, Aidan Allen, Michael Yeh and Ryan
Zonnefeld. The men's soccer team will be recognized between
the women's and men's games on Saturday, 12/16, 5pm, vs
Akron for our alumni.
Alumni Basketball Games- Help spread the word. Saturday,
12/16, women @ 3:30pm and men at 5pm, LCHS gym. Come
celebrate LCHS past, present and future with our Liberty
Common family at these games. We will have a hospitality room
set up just for our alumni.
This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
The 8th-grade team ended its season last Tuesday against Valley Middle School. The 7thgrade team lost last Thursday to Platte Valley. The season is over for the boys and they will
have their season ending celebration this Thursday, 12/14, 3:30pm, high school gym.
7th-and 8th-grade Girls Basketball. Girls wanting to play basketball need to be registered
online. Click HERE to register. Do not make payments until you receive an email from Mr.
Knab to do so. The season goes from January 8th to March 3rd. This is a great opportunity
for girls to be introduced to the sport of basketball. The 7th-grade team is looking for a few
more extra bodies. Questions about the season can be directed to Mr. Knab.
Saturday Basketball Open Gym Times 6th - 8th Grade (Boys & Girls)
12/16, 11am - 1pm, Elementary School
12/30, 11am - 1pm, High School
1/6 - 4/7, 1pm - 3pm, High School (2/10 excluded)
Jr.-High Girls Basketball Coaches: We are excited to announce the coaches for this
season. Emily Ronen returns this year to coach the 8th-grade girls and Dakota Arend will
be coaching the 7th-grade girl's teams.
This Week in High-School Sports:
Women's Basketball
Tuesday, 12/12, 4pm, at Northglenn High School
Thursday, 12/14, 4pm, at Highland High School (4-Pack with Men's Basketball)
Saturday, 12/16, 1pm, vs Akron High School (Alumni Game - Varsity at 3:30pm)
Men's Basketball
Thursday, 12/14, 4pm, at Highland High School (4-Pack with Women's Basketball)
Saturday, 12/16, C-Team, 1pm; JV, 2pm at Elementary School vs Akron
Saturday, 12/16, Varsity, 5pm, vs Akron at High School (Alumni Game)
Christmas Shopping? Liberty Common Athletic Gear - Including state championship
soccer apparel. Click HERE.
Don't forget - Use your King Soopers re-loadable gift cards this holiday season. Don't have
one, pick one up in the front office. 5% goes back to Liberty Common.
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common Athletic
Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking, HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty
CLICK HERE if interested.

Amazon Smile. The holidays
are approaching and your
supporters will be busy
shopping for gifts,
decorations, and more. Earn
money for Liberty while you
shop through
Smile.Amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible

AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school
textbook "Good Manners" used
in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 27. The Telephone. The
telephone is being used more and more
for invitations. Some people object to
this form, because it gives the guest so
little time to decide whether or not she
wishes to go. If you are in doubt about
being able to accept an invitation, you
should decline the invitation. It is a great
annoyance to a hostess to be kept in suspense over a guest. This is especially true
at a dinner, luncheon, or card-party where the hostess counts on a definite number
to complete her plans.
(To be continued)

Alumni Update
Unfortunately, we are out of Alumni
Updates. If you know of any alumni you
might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two,
please let them know how appreciated their
remarks are to the entire Liberty
community. Alumni should SEND
UPDATES HERE.

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great candidate
for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share with
Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please email a
position description to Mr. Bob Schaffer and we’ll promptly draw our students’ attention to it.
Weed Man Lawn Care – Northern Colorado has a few job opportunities starting in
January that are perfect for students aged 16 and older. Owner Mr. Mike Schulz says, “My
desire is to meet my business needs while teaching students a business skill set that will
translate directly into whatever career or line of work they eventually choose to pursue. It
would put students a step ahead while providing them good pay.” CLICK HERE to learn
more. Contact Mr. Schulz by CLICKING HERE.
Job Openings For LCHS Students. The Fort Collins Breakfast Club asked us specifically
if there are any LCHS students interested in weekend jobs. The restaurant is hiring for
weekend bussers. Job duties include greeting guests, cleaning tables, pouring coffee, etc.,
and compensates with meal allowances, and good pay ($6.75 plus tips). It’s a fun
workplace. Training provided. Please apply in person (“We want to meet you”) at 121 W.
Monroe Dr., Fort Collins, CO. Ask for Dave the owner.

News Worth Repeating
France and Spain 2018. Happy Holidays.
As we enter the holiday season Mr. Seiple
invites you to consider giving an experience
as a perfect holiday gift. Think of all of the
“stuff” our kids receive every year and how
soon they outgrow or lose interest in
them. Unlike the physical gifts we may
receive this season, the gift of travel has a
lasting impact. This is a true investment in
your child’s education. Consider all of the
amazing benefits an experience like this will
have on them in the future. We still have
some limited space available for our France
and Spain trip for June 2018.
You can learn more about our tour at this link www.eftours.com/1975679YD. If you have
any questions or would like to enroll you can call EF Customer Service at 800-665-5364 or
please feel free to email Mr. Seiple.
We will also be holding an informational meeting next Thursday, December 14th at 6 pm in
the LCHS Atelier de Liberté.
Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal time of 2:45PM on Friday, 12/22/2017. There will be no 9th-hour activities
that afternoon. The shuttle-bus service will run according to the normal schedule.

Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year when
students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary consequences. I want
to take a moment to remind students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising academic
integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at home before

students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is a brief
description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on how such
situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete their
coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas, words,
phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own. Any
thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge needs to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of
others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or
written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or
collections without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to the
educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students caught
cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be referred to the
administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.
Love And Logic Classes Added. The response to Liberty Common hosting Love and
Logic Classes has been amazing. Our first three sessions are full but Dr. Clarke has
agreed to a second session on 1/31, 2/28, and 3/28. The total cost of attending is $69 and
includes a workbook that is designed to work hand in hand with the Love and Logic
curricula. These workshops give parents the opportunity to have an interactive discussion
with Dr. Clarke and one another on Love and Logic. Please sign up by contacting the LCS
front office.
Lunch Information. CLICK HERE to view new lunch options for January.
Turn History Papers To Cash. LCHS students who have a history paper they’re
particularly proud of have an opportunity to dust it off, tune it up, and submit it for a $500
cash prize. The History News Network is inviting all high-school students (grades 9-12) to
participate in its inaugural History Research Paper Contest. CLICK HERE for details. No
need to write up something new. Other than the word length and a few other parameters, the
contest is designed to encourage students to submit a paper they’ve already completed as
schoolwork, and see if they can pull down a $500 prize.
Make Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay in Rocky Mountain National Park, plus
Colorado-made products, and art supplies. All you need to do is come in first place in the
2018 Colorado Kids Create Art Contest. CLICK HERE for details. There are lots of runner-up
prizes, too. Contestants must be between the ages of 5 – 18 years old.
Curator Club Wants Your Art. The LCHS Curator Club is
collecting art of all media for both a student show and an arts
magazine released in the spring. For further questions, contact
Shae Nance or Emma Salas or look at the slides in-school and
elsewhere the Monday Notes.

Travel Tuesday Volunteers Needed. We are in need of parent volunteers to bring food
donations for Travel Tuesday events. The place to sign up to bring food is here: CLICK
HERE. Thank you for supporting this fun and educational tradition!
7th Grade (and art lovers of any age). The Denver Art Museum
is holding an exhibition of Women Artists in the Age of
Impressionism. This relates directly to the 7th Grade Core Art
curriculum; the artists that will be on display are being studied right
now in class. There is no substitute for seeing these artworks in
person. Unfortunately the show will be gone before the 7th Grade
fieldtrip. It runs through January 14, 2018. Visit
denverartmuseum.org for more information.

7th Grade Parents. The 7th grade will be going on a fieldtrip to the Denver Art Museum on
March 9th, 2018. It is the Friday before spring break so you may want to consider it when
making plans for that week.
Volunteering at LCHS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCHS for any extracurricular
activities or special events, (Spring Gala, Graduation, Teacher Appreciation week, etc.) or
assisting a staff member on a regular basis and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. If you are already a registered volunteer in the Liberty
Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login to the system and update
your volunteer record.

Upcoming Trips
Austria, Germany, Switzerland
Spring Break 2018. Mr. Lunn will be
leading a trip to Austria, Germany and
Switzerland during Spring Break of 2018.
This trip is open to high-school students
in music class (or have taken one in the
past). We will visit the cities of Vienna,
Salzburg, Munich, Innsbruck and
Lucerne. Highlights of the trip include
visiting Mozart’s birthplace and soaking
in the rich history and culture of this part
of the German-speaking world. Please email for more information.
LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2018. LCHS
principal Bob Schaffer leads these
trips. As a former Member of the U.S.
Congress, Mr. Schaffer fully utilizes his
former-member privileges to get students
into areas of the U.S. Capitol that are
normally off limits to tourists, and he sets
up visits with high-power political figures.

The registration deadline has passed, but if
you're still interested, please contact Ms.
Sarah Hunt who is available in the front
office to assist.

Allison Burris demonstrating artistic
perspective with the Washington
Monument during the LCHS-to-DC Spring
Break Trip 2015.

Ireland & England, Summer 2018. Mr.
Tullius is organizing a high-school trip to the
Emerald Isle and England in June 2018. The
itinerary focuses on Dublin and London, with
a few stops in between. Please email for more
information.

Artists of France and Spain. Mr. Seiple
is organizing an Artists of France and
Spain tour (summer 2018). The tour starts
in Paris and goes to Avignon, Barcelona,
and Madrid. We will see the sights, eat
delicious foods, and visit great
museums and monuments of Western art
history. Please contact Mr. Seiple with any
questions at rseiple@libertycommon.org.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org Attendance
Line (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
STAY CONNECTED

Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List

