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Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org Attendance
Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM

Board of Directors
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556
Upcoming Board Meetings- Dec 21st, 6:00PM, LCS Staff Lounge
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors

at BOD@libertycommon.org
This Week is Roger Sherman Week at LCHS.
This week at LCHS is Roger Sherman Week. Sherman was a
Connecticut statesman, signed the Continental Association, the
Articles of Confederation, Declaration of Independence and U.S.
Constitution, and served in the Continental Congress and both
houses of the U.S. Congress. He wrote, “Sad will be the day when
the American people forget their traditions and their history, and no
longer remember that the country they love, the institutions they
cherish, and the freedom they hope to preserve, were born from
the throes of armed resistance to tyranny, and nursed in the
rugged arms of fearless men.”

Newsworthy Notices
Parents-Only Parlor
Night. LCHS’s parents-only “Parlor
Night” is this weekend – Saturday,
December 2nd 6:30 – 8:30PM in the
LCHS Great Hall. Inspired by the
nearby painting of Frédéric Chopin
entertaining guests in the parlor,
LCHS pianists will roll out the
school’s new baby-grand piano and
provide two hours of musical
entertainment plus short musicappreciation commentary from
LCHS’s resident Maestro Dave
Lunn. Guest will enjoy comfortable
seating, candlelight, coffee, tea,
lemonade, desserts, and snacks –
all served by personal student-butlers and servants plying for tips to make a few bucks for
their favorite LCHS clubs and organizations. It’s an exquisite date night. Have dinner on
your own, then finish the evening at this enchanted Parlor Night. Cost is only $10 per
couple to cover costs of exquisite desserts, snacks, beverages, ambiance.

Cyber Monday is one of the busiest
shopping days of the year. This is a
great opportunity to increase Core
Knowledge Charter School
Foundation's AmazonSmile
donations by to shopping at
smile.amazon.com.
Support us when you shop on Cyber Monday. Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/84-1354344
and Amazon donates to Core Knowledge Charter School Foundation.

CLICK HERE to order your copy of the 2017-2018 yearbook.

Mark your Calendar
Important Dates.
Nov 29 | Open Campus, Seniors Only
Dec 1 | Free-Dress Day
Dec 2 | Knowledge Bowl
Dec 2 | Parlor Night, Parents only
Dec 5 | 9th Hour College Club- CO School School of Mines, Stoa
Dec 6 | 9th Hour College Club- Colorado State University, Stoa
Dec 6 | 8th-Grade Parent High School Discussion, 6:30PM, Stoa
Dec 8 | 8th-Grade Parent High School Discussion, 1:00PM, Stoa
Dec 8 | 7th Grade Science Fair
Dec 8 | Student Talent show
Dec 12 | Holiday Concert
Dec 13 | Open Campus, Junior/ Senior
Dec 13 | 9th Hour College Club- Sports in College, Stoa
Dec 15 | JH Holiday Dance, Semi-formal
Dec 16 | Winter Festival (Grades 7-12), LCHS
Dec 20 | Open Campus, Seniors Only
Dec 20-22 | 1st Semester Finals
Dec 21 | Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS
Dec 22 | T- Shirt Day, 2nd Quarter Ends
Dec 22 | Teacher Talent Show, 1:05PM, Colosseum
Dec 25-Jan 5 | Christmas Break
Click Here to view the school calendar.

2017-2018 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec. 25-Jan. 5 | Christmas Break
Jan. 15 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 16 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 19 | Presidents' Day
Mar. 12-16 | Spring Break
March 30 | Good Friday
May 25 | Last Day of School-1/2 day, Graduation 6:00PM

BOD Update
Update to the Library
If you have been in the Elementary School Library recently, you may have noticed some
open space on the shelves. With the assistance of several of our school founders, our new
Librarian has been reviewing the books to ensure we are offering the very best for our
students. It is important to provide even our youngest readers with books that reinforce
Liberty’s educational philosophy - good literature sparks a love of language and is
necessary for the development of mature literacy.
Children need to discover at an early age the satisfaction that comes from experiencing form
in language, as in nursery rhymes and poetry. When this occurs, children will continue to
prefer the sound of beautiful or interesting language as they later select books for
meaning. Child-centered stories and books of trivial nature will be removed and replaced with

books that have a proven, or timeless quality. The quality of language, the value of a story to
the human experience, the contribution to character education, and the support of the Core
Knowledge Sequence play a part in Liberty’s selection of books. The majority of literature at
the school should be generally acknowledged as traditional classics, books with useful and
well-organized information, or children’s classics.
We are endeavoring to reduce the number of non-books, a prevalent trend in children’s nonfiction, which are composed of tiny facts and snippets of interesting material with visually
pleasing images which has no substantial narrative, carefully developed argument, or
background knowledge. Visual clutter on a page distracts children from content, and creates
a sense of trivia instead of coherence. Genres which encourage narrow self-preoccupation,
detract from intentional and meaningful character development, encourage acceptance and
identification with poor role models, or strive to give children “appropriate” attitudes about
contemporary social issues will also be avoided.
Given that parents have yearly expressed concern about finding the books on our great
books reading list, books that are removed will be replaced with books that our students are
encouraged to read, making more of these editions accessible to our Liberty families.
We are excited about this project because we will be adding new books throughout the year
and next year to support students as they move toward mature literacy. Please review our
Reading and Literacy policy for further understanding of Liberty’s approach to literacy.
CLICK HERE

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Four of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history
that is important for all to know. There were
many hardships and roadblocks encountered
along the way. The Founders persevered to
make our school what it is today, but it wasn't
easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one
of the best charter schools in Colorado. For the
next four weeks, we will run, "How Did We Get
Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Mrs.
Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van
Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as we
know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we have
the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could not
have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you feel the
same.
The History of Liberty Common High School
By: Mrs. Michelle Provaznik and Principal Bob Schaffer (Founding Parents)
In May of 2013, Liberty Common High School graduated its first senior class. This was the
culmination of an epic effort started in 2008 when Liberty Board of Directors Chairman
Craig Horton and Board Member Michelle Provaznik attended a charter-school
conference in Denver.
The information the pair gathered at the conference, along with general statewide excitement
about the growing success of charter schools in Colorado, provided impetus to explore
expanding Liberty Common School to a full K-12 school. Also attending the same

conference was LCS founding parent, Laurel Van Maren, who was on Ridgeview Classical
Schools Board of Directors at the time. The three discussed moving forward with a Liberty
high school and began meeting for the purposes of laying out general plans for the school.
This was not the first time Liberty's parent leaders considered a high-school expansion. In
fact, the idea had been pondered twice before, but failed to garner enough support from the
Board of Directors or administration due to a variety of issues including financial feasibility.
In 2008, things were different. Liberty Common School's kindergarten-through-ninth-grade
program had been awarded numerous state and national commendations for academic
achievement. The school's students consistently earned top academic-performance scores
in the Poudre School District, and across Colorado. The school had achieved national "Blue
Ribbon" status, and was regarded as a premier nationwide example of excellence by the
Virginia-based Core Knowledge Foundation.
Liberty's reputation as a nationally known, top-performing school naturally attracted the
attention of new parents throughout the region. Enrollment had swelled to 581 students in
grades K-9. The school was more than completely full. The number of families on the lottery
list waiting to enroll their children at Liberty numbered well over fifteen-hundred.
That year, the Board of the Poudre School District voted to change the grade configuration
for neighborhood junior-high and high schools throughout the district. Where the district's
high schools previously consisted of grades 10-12, PSD’s high schools would now expand
to include ninth graders.
The change in the district's configuration would apply direct competitive pressure on
Liberty's ninth grade. The writing was on the wall: Liberty either needed to expand to include a
high school, or watch its ninth grade wither on the vine.
Horton and Provaznik, with the support of Van Maren, presented their high-school ideas to
their colleagues on the Liberty Board of Directors. Though the initial response was
lukewarm, the Board formed a committee to explore and evaluate the feasibility of expanding
the school through twelfth grade. Horton was selected to chair the Expansion Committee.
The Committee's first step involved holding a community meeting. In October of 2008, a
notice went out to all parents about the idea of creating a high school. Over 80 people
attended the meeting.
Not only were parents of Liberty students interested in the formation of a high school,
prospective Liberty parents were interested in the addition of more K-8 classrooms (one
additional classroom per grade) in the hopes their children might be called from the extensive
lottery list to fill new slots (30 new students per grade) that would be created.
The goal of the Expansion Committee was to create a comprehensive business plan to
prove the feasibility of the whole-school expansion. Seven subcommittees were formed,
involving over fifty parent volunteers. The subcommittees were chaired by the following
parents:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Athletics: Dan Knab
Character Education: Mark Sutherlin and Kendra Mosely
Curriculum: Michelle Provaznik
Facilities: Tricia Diehl and Peter Kast
Finance: Dan Provaznik
Marketing/Enrollment: Melanie Seilbach
Scheduling: Angela Horton and Krissy Kopren

The subcommittee efforts centered upon creating a high school from the ground up. At the
time, there was no blueprint or instructions to refer to, so the committees performed
extensive research to develop curriculum, sports programs, campus policies, facilities,
etc. The highest goal was to avoid any compromise of Liberty Common School's core
mission - teaching the kids already in its system.
While much of the expansion effort focused on the high school, the largest part of the
expansion was, in fact, the addition of a third track for the grades K-6, which increased
elementary-school enrollment and staff by 50%. The needed classroom space for the

enrollment jump necessitated moving grades 7-12 to a second campus.

Tim Ricketts, former business manager of
Liberty Common Schools, worked with the
BOD finding complicated financial
solutions that allowed the high school to
become a reality.

Another public meeting was held on January 6, 2009 to gauge community interest. Many
parents were interested in the expansion and signed their students up for the waiting
list. Several members of the Poudre School District (PSD) Board of Directors also attended
the meeting. Their initial reaction seemed supportive. That mattered. If the expansion was to
occur, PSD's approval would be required.
Ultimately, at a meeting of the Liberty Board of Directors, administration, and parents on
February 5, 2009, the Expansion Committee recommended Liberty expand and add a high
school. The Committee's presentation showed that not only was the expansion feasible, but
that Liberty would, in fact, be in financial jeopardy if the ninth grade was lost at the hands of
PSD’s plans for grade reconfiguration.
With very conservative enrollment estimates, the findings showed that expansion of grades
9-12, simultaneously with the addition of a third track of K-8 was not only possible, but
would allow Liberty to thrive. The Expansion Committee was thrilled to have founders Dr.
Randy Everett and Dr. Maureen Schaffer speak in favor of the expansion.
On February 19, 2009, Liberty's Board petitioned the Poudre School District to amend
Liberty's Charter and to add a third track of K-6th grade, to also add a tenth grade, and to
phase in an eleventh and twelfth grade in subsequent years.
A resolution adopted by the Liberty Board of Directors said it all: "The purpose of completing
our high-school program is to offer high-school education that is college preparatory in
nature, specifically builds on the Core Knowledge Curriculum, effectively continues to foster
the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills particular to Liberty's current offering,
continues the Liberty approach to character education, is small in size, extends the
economics, history, science and mathematics foundation that Liberty has established, and
makes use of learning opportunities inherent in the thinking framework currently employed
at Liberty."
Many exchanges and meetings between the district and Liberty ensued. Craig Horton,
Michelle Provaznik, and John Rohrbaugh were asked to present the case for the Liberty
expansion at a PSD Board meeting. Ultimately, the PSD Board agreed to pursue
negotiations with a vote of 6-1. Final negotiations proceeded.
In August of 2009, Liberty received a letter from PSD's Board president Larry Neal
indicating the district was pleased to move forward on an addendum to the Charter allowing
the expansion and the new high school to go forward.
Even though the district had formally approved the expansion, implementing it was hardly a
foregone conclusion. An acute economic recession had stricken the nation and hit
Colorado's School Finance Act pretty hard. All public schools in the state were notified there
would be a punishing rescission of previously allocated state funds - funds upon which
Liberty was counting. Furthermore, it was announced the state would reduce spending for
the next year on the order of 6% or more.
Tim Ricketts, Liberty's former business manager was asked to run multiple versions of
financial scenarios anticipating every conceivable budget situation. The Board had to make a
serious decision involving a long-term financial commitment amid the funding rescission, the

budget reduction, and a precarious economy.
TO BE CONTINUED...

From Mr. Lovely, LCHS Assistant Principal

Student Talent Show. Attention talented Liberty students. Do you have a special gift?
Maybe you are a phenomenal singer, dancer, athlete, joke-teller, or anything else. If you
would like a chance to perform an act, sign up to audition on the sheet on The Orpheum's
door. Auditions will be held in The Orpheum after school on Friday December 1st. This
year's Student Talent Show will be held in the Great Hall on Friday, December 8th at
6:00PM. The top three performers will have the opportunity to perform their acts during the
Teacher Talent Show at the end of the semester. Get ready to put your talents on display.
Contact DP House Captains Michael Yeh or Ashley Salehi to sign up or ask questions.
HS Spring-Play Auditions. Liberty Common High School will produce the Reginald
Rose jury-room drama, Twelve Angry Men. The play will run April 20-22, be directed by Mr.
Stanton Skerjanec, and assistant directed by Ms. Elizabeth Ogg. High-school students
interested in auditioning should prepare two, 1-minute monologues (one classical and one
contemporary) and audition December 1, 3:30 pm in Mr. Skerjanec’s room. Interested
students should also bring an audition form, CLICK HERE to download the form. Only highschool students may audition.

From Mrs. Campbell, College Counselor

Financial Aid. Pitfalls to aviod when applying to
college. CLICK HERE to view.
FAFSA. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is officially open. For
students entering college in the fall of 2018, financial-aid eligibility will be based on their
parents 2016 tax returns. Be sure to check on college priority FAFSA deadlines.
www.fafsa.ed.gov
Don’t forget the importance of considering the net price of a college. You can search any
college you are considering. Rarely is the actual cost of college the sticker price.
STICKER PRICE- GRANTS/LOANS = NET PRICE
https://collegecost.ed.gov/netpricecenter.aspx

AST Tip of the Week

Sleep is Important. As the semester continues to speed by, keep our previous tips about
organization, routines, and spreading out your homework in mind so that you can get
enough sleep. Sleep is essential to keep you healthy as well as happy, and to allow you to
perform your best academically. While studies vary, it is agreed upon that at least 8 hours of
sleep is beneficial.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director

This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
7th-Grade Boys Basketball
Tuesday, 11/28, 4pm, vs Highland
Thursday, 11/30, 4pm, at Valley
8th-Grade Boys Basketball
Tuesday, 11/28, 4pm, at Highland
Thursday, 11/30, 4pm, vs Valley
7th & 8th Basketball Drop-In for Boys & Girls:
Saturday, 12/2, 11am - 1pm, High School Gym
This Week in High-School Sports:
Women's Basketball
Wednesday, 11/29, 4pm, vs Lyons High School
Saturday, 12/2, 4pm, vs Berthoud (varsity only)
Men's Basketball
Wednesday, 11/29, 4pm, at Lyons High School
Friday, 12/1, 4pm, at Bishop Machbeuf
Not Too Late to Join the High-School Basketball Teams - Contact Mr. Knab This Week.
Christmas Shopping? Liberty Common Athletic Sports Wear - Including state
championship soccer shirt. Click HERE.
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common Athletic
Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking, HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty
CLICK HERE if interested.

Click the image above to watch a short video about purchasing gift cards.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school
textbook "Good Manners" used
in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 25. A Check-List. cont.
(Do not...)
20. Use your knife or spoon to catch
the drip from the syrup pitcher or cream
pitcher.
21. Use a spoon, or bit of bread, to
rescue the gravy or meat-sauce that
may be left on your plate.
22. Wipe your silver, plate, or cup with your napkin.
23. Hold your cup in an unnatural or ungraceful way, as with the little finger extended
out into space.
24. Use your personal silver in the general serving dishes.
25. Put the general serving silver on your own plate.”

Alumni Update From Ande Peersen (LCHS '16)
and Abigail Hoffman (LCHS '15/Legio XIII); now
attending Centre College in Kentucky, and
Seton Hall University in New Jersey,
respectively.

(nĭ hăo) from Shanghai!
This is Abigail Hofmann from class of 2015 and Ande Peersen from class of 2016. Abigail
is currently a junior at Seton Hall University in New Jersey, majoring in Finance,
Economics, and Management. Ande is a sophomore at Centre College in Kentucky, majoring
in International Relations and Anthropology. Our decision to leave Colorado was terrifyingly
gut wrenching at times, but it was the best decision either of us have ever made. After
coincidentally ending up in the same city during the same semester, we decided to sit down
and share some of our reflections on why it has been so great for us to leave, and why
everyone should consider the same.
There is no better time in your life to move to a new place and try it out for 4 years. If
you’ve ever wanted to try something radically new, but you’re not sure you’re ready to
commit, this is for you. College gives you the chance to pick a continent, country, and city
out of a hat where you can make zero commitments to staying. When else in your life can
you pack a suitcase and move without worrying about a job, a house, or moving trucks?
(Thank you, Mom, for letting me keep my old room and closet.) If you hate it, you always
have the option to transfer, and home will always be there to come back to.
It is incredibly affordable! There are so so so many scholarships out there for you. Many
universities have scholarships especially for out-of-state students as well, because colleges
want geographic diversity on their campuses. You have to put the work in to find these
opportunities, but it pays off — both of us are paying less to attend out of state schools
than we would have in-state. Use the school’s resources, and don’t be afraid to reach out to
alums — we’re always willing to help!
Push your comfort zone!! Moving thousands of miles away from every person you’ve
ever known gives an opportunity for maturity and self-discovery unparalleled to any other
experience. Maybe for the first time ever in your life you are handed an opportunity to start
fresh - really, really fresh. You are surrounded by new people, cultures, and backgrounds,
and all of a sudden there are lifestyles and traditions that you never believed existed. For
instance, the east coast (and specifically Jersey) is filled with many Italians. Did some invite
me home for dinner? Yes. Did they cook me some amazingly authentic pasta, lasagna, and
garlic bread? Yes. Did I find out that the reason one had a single mother was because her
father was killed as a result of being high in the Italian Mafia? Also Yes. Is that story made
up? 100% No.
You become addicted to growing and challenging yourself. All of a sudden the world
is at your fingertips. The fact that you suddenly have no car means you become very good
at walking everywhere, or very knowledgable about public transportation. You also become
street smart VERY quickly. Heads up: the world is NOT like FoCo. Walking through Newark
after sundown provides a steep learning curve. So you grow. And then you want to grow
some more, and then some more, and all of a sudden home-body-you finds yourself in the

middle of a foreign country where nobody speaks your language and you won’t be back in
an English speaking country for months, so your only option is to plunge head first. And it’s
amazing. All of a sudden your world turns from crisp nights under the twinkling lights of Old
Town to mesmerizing evenings under the Rockefeller Christmas Tree, or to brisk days
watching horse races at Keeneland. Sunrise hikes up Horsetooth turn into hot air balloon
sunsets in Guilin, and high school soccer games turn into friendly kick arounds with
groups of people whose only medium of communication is through a love and
understanding of the sport. It’s exciting, and we all deserve it. Pictures of beloved pets, leafchanging aspens, and snow-covered front lawns will be happily provided upon request, and
there will always be Old Town, Horsetooth, and Silver Grill awaiting your return.
Leaving is an incredibly humbling experience. All of a sudden you have no car, no
clue where the nearest Target is (or how to get there), and no “safety person” to guide you
through life. When you want to try out the aerobics class but don’t know anyone, you don’t
have the option to drag along your best friend for support. You go alone, gain some
independence, and meet an entirely new group of people who become your best friends.
You also find yourself in the awkward situation of not being able go home for the long
weekend but everyone on campus is clearing out, so a friend adopts you, takes you home,
shows you around, and in one weekend you’ve experienced both the quiet north-east apple
groves and the deafening roar of Niagara Falls. Or you go home with your friend for India
Day, and she teaches you an Indian dance, how to say tongue twisters in Tamil, and how to
eat Indian food properly, i.e. using your index and middle fingers as a scoop, *without*
getting your palm dirty. This world is amazing if you let the locals be your tour guide. College
is one of the few times where people understand your need for community and are
generously happy to provide. Push yourself out there and let them take you in.
Finally, no matter where you end up after Liberty, we urge you to travel: study abroad, work
away, whatever fits your idea of adventure. Living in a foreign country where nobody speaks
your language is one of the most exciting, nerve-wracking, humbling, and all-around
incredible experiences you will ever have. These have been the most eye-opening months
of our lives. Academically it’s not as challenging as our home schools, but we’ve discovered
that the most valuable things, the things that make you more intriguing, intelligent, insightful,
and well-rounded, are not the things on the syllabus. Yes, those are important, but more
important is what you glean from the people around you, from their differing points of view
and backgrounds. My professors call the Tiananmen Square Massacre the “Tiananmen
Square Incident” because that “takes the politics out of it” (even though it’s still forbidden to
be discussed in China). Some professors swear that we can have more open and free
conversations in a Chinese classroom than in an American one. One Chinese teacher
(whose parents didn’t even graduate middle school) taught herself to speak English and now
has a master’s degree. Some days living in a foreign country (specifically China) is hard.
Food not drenched in oil is difficult to find, and there is no end to the constant stares and
photos taken because we’re foreigners. Some days the loudness, closeness, and absolute
craziness of China can feel overwhelming, but there’s no growth in comfort. The couple
who sell noodles on the street (a solid source of dinner 3 nights of the week) knows me.
We say hi and smile at each other even though we can only communicate through pointing. I
can navigate myself through the city by ofo, taxi, or metro. I know where the best baozi is
(not Family Mart) and where the best street food is (FuDan Daxue). I can haggle for a fake
Michael Kors or a 3 star meal like a local. Shanghai is home (temporarily), and it feels
comfortable. Most days China is the best experience our lives, and we never want to leave. It
is an empowering moment when you look back and realize you’ve slept, shopped, traveled,
and eaten (with food allergies) in a country where nothing is familiar, nobody speaks your
language, and few street signs are comprehensible. Everyone deserves to find this
familiarity in a foreign country, and everyone deserves this independence.
So, to juniors and seniors who are looking at schools to apply to, or receiving acceptances
in the mail: apply to that reach school and consider that small school across the country.
Don’t be afraid to miss home, but don’t let that hold you back. Study abroad, get out of your
comfort zone, and don’t be afraid to say a short goodbye to everything that raised you.
Best wishes,
(Abigail) and

(Ande)

LCHS Opportunity Society

LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great candidate
for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share with
Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please email a
position description to Mr. Bob Schaffer and we’ll promptly draw our students’ attention to it.
Job Openings For LCHS Students. The Fort Collins Breakfast Club asked us specifically
if there are any LCHS students interested in weekend jobs. The restaurant is hiring for
weekend bussers. Job duties include greeting guests, cleaning tables, pouring coffee, etc.,
and compensates with meal allowances, and good pay ($6.75 plus tips). It’s a fun
workplace. Training provided. Please apply in person (“We want to meet you”) at 121 W.
Monroe Dr., Fort Collins, CO. Ask for Dave the owner.
Pet Sitting. "Mr. Scarlett is looking for an honest, responsible, enterprising, and cat-loving
high school student to take care of his cat, Cricket, from December 23rd-December 31st.
The student may either keep Cricket at their house for the duration of the break (granted that
they do not have other pets because Cricket does not play nice) or they may go to Mr.
Scarlett's apartment twice per day to feed and spend some time with Cricket and clean her
litterbox. Cricket will have coverings on her claws, so she will not be able to harm people or
household items. The pay offered is $10 per day for what should be only about 30-45
minutes of work per day. If you cannot perform the job on Christmas Day and/or Christmas
Eve, that is acceptable. Interested parties should contact Mr. Scarlett in Room 206B or email
him at dscarlett@libertycommon.org"

Grandparents Day 2017
Photos below taken by Amy Adell Photography.

(From left to right) Connie Kramer, Cole Goeltl, Kim Farrand, Jen Hopkins, Marie Beck,
Kim Kent, Kellie Kreikmeier all served on the GPD Planning Committee.

Grandparents enjoying the performances
at the elementary school.

Grandparents delighted at the student
performances at the high school.

High-school student volunteers for GPD at the
elementary school.

Joe and Kobe Douglas and
their grandparents.

Jazz band playing the the Great Hall for grandparents.

Sawyer Kent and his grandfather.

Cole Goeltl receives the flag from Sargent
Hardsastle in recognition of Cole's
organizing Grandparents Day 2017.
Thanks For Grandparents And Liberty Common.
Liberty’s eighth-annual Grandparents Day event attracted nearly 650 filled seats for the
morning gathering in the elementary gym. At the high school, nearly every seat was filled,
too.
The traditional event honors the generation who raised us Liberty parents, and who inclined

us to make one of the most important decisions as parents – to educate our kids at Liberty
Common. We recognized the importance of school choice, the benefits of charter schools,
and the freedom to make educational choices for our children. Many of us make these
choices because our parents raised us with their own exceptional values. We give thanks to
our parents for molding us into the best parents we can be.
At the elementary, grandparents were served a truly delicious hot breakfast. The entire
gymnasium was transformed into a beautiful dining hall with fall decor, table linens, and tea
lights. Children in 5th and 6th grade emceed the entire event. Speakers talked about
fascinating parts of life and the honor of being a part of Liberty Common. Bands played,
choirs performed.
At the high school, tables of snacks, hot coffee, and tea are laid out with beautiful décor. The
most talented musicians, choirs, and dancers performed, speakers shared their
experiences at the most exceptional school we could imagine our children attending. All of
these blessings have been made possible by our parents – our children's grandparents.
What does it take to make this happen – to feed and entertain 600 - 800 grandparents in an
all-day event, at two separate campuses? Answer: Volunteers.
Each year, it all starts with the Grandparents Day Planning Committee meeting the first week
of September. A small group of dedicated parents meets every week to review action items
and organize further delegation. Everything from the invitations to wrapping flatware with
decorative fall motifs is covered and is also done by volunteers - not just parent volunteers,
but student volunteers, too.
One student representative at the high school organized many other students to help the
committee with everything from that flatware wrapping to rushing hot-sausage gravy from
the elementary kitchen to the chafing dishes in the gymnasium. This year, this student was
Cole Goeltl (LCHS ’19). His organizational skills, enthusiasm, and dedication were beyond
compare. In this one event, we handed down the values of grandparents - hard work and
responsibility - to our children, passing the torch from one generation to the next.
Just some examples of what goes into this beloved event:
The student rep for the Grandparents Day Planning Committee Cole Goeltl recruited
and secured 40 high-school student/volunteers to arrive at the elementary at 7:15AM
the day of the event.
Mr. Dan Knab, Liberty’s athletic director, secured athletes to arrive at the elementary
the evening before to lift tables and chairs, deliver folding chairs to classrooms, move
bleachers, and more.
Numerous parent volunteers committed to helping set up and decorate the night
before, as well as help the day of the event with everything from food prep, hosting,
clearing the plates for grandparents, cleaning the kitchen, breaking down of the entire
setup (in less than an hour to allow for students to eat lunch).
Numerous parents volunteered to donate food for the grandparents.
Parents washed, pressed, and folded 70+ large-table linens.
High-school students stuffed, addressed, and sealed over 1,200 invitations.
High-school students wrapped and decorated 700 sets of flatware.
Liberty's own Girl Scouts helped decorate all 70 tables at the elementary.
Liberty Elementary Student Council and its teacher/advisor practiced and rehearsed
the emcee script for the entire elementary event.
Parents at the high school collect all food donations, and decorated to serve
grandparents.
There's a theme here: All of this is done on a volunteer basis. All of it is achieved by people
wanting to assist and achieve the same goal.
I won’t write an entire manuscript on every detail of the event, but one thing that most
certainly deserves very special mention is the answer to, "Where does the hot breakfast
for 600+ grandparents come from?" The answer again: Volunteers. The Beck family, John
and Marie, owners of Panino’s Restaurant, have for the past six years, approached their
business vendors for donations of eggs, milk, sausage, butter, biscuits, orange juice, fruit,
etc. For five years straight, no matter the obstacles or challenges, the Beck family has risen
to the occasion.

John and Marie have not only secured donations of all of the food, they rose at 4:00AM to
cook the hot sausage, gravy, and eggs. They also provided pizza from Paninos to all the
student/volunteers at their pre-event training session. They trained 40 high-school students
to assist with serving and other roles for the event. These truly amazing Liberty parents
should be thanked by everyone for their generosity and incredible hard work.
I am thankful for all of our parent/volunteers. I am thankful for all our student/volunteers. I
am thankful for grandparents. I am thankful for Liberty Common School. These are people
and things for which we can all be thankful.
Please CLICK HERE to visit Amy Feist’s website for a professional and talented
memorialization of the elementary portion of the event. Please CLICK HERE to visit Liberty's
Facebook group page for more photos.
Several people deserve special mention – people for whom we should all be thankful.
Serving on the Grandparents Day Planning Committee were Marie Beck, Trula Berg, Kim
Farrand, Jen Hopkins, Sarah Hunt, Michelle Johanson, Kim Kent, Kellie
Krakeimeier, and Connie Kramer. Assisting the committee was Mr. Casey Churchill,
Mr. Bob Schaffer . Additional praise goes to Gena Hepworth who couldn’t attend the
committee meetings, but never failed the committee with extraordinary help.
Other event heroines and heroes were Amy Feist with Amy Adell Photography ,
the Johanson Family and Mountain Vista Golf Course , the Osborne Family, Roy and
Vedra of IAVCO Independent Audio Visual Company, Chris Colton of Colton Media,
LCHS Student Representative to the committee, Cole Goeltl and all of the other high-school
students he recruited and organized: Adam Arnett, Stuart Hoskins, Joe Douglas, Nathan
Dowdy, Stratton Wotowey, Jacob Flack, Donovan Jones, Josh Rohrbaugh, Aiden
Allen, Emma Salas, Rachael Garland, Samantha Tsiouvaras, Maddie Webb, Anne
Dutton, Nisha Chatnani, Madison Hathaway, Vivian Stein, Misty Hirsch, William
Morrison, Johnny Berg, Emma Daharsh, Paul Moore, Tristan Hanley, Anina
Peerson, Taylor Reinke, Miceala McConahay, Michael Yeh, Zach Harker, Evan
Walters, Caitlin Billica, Gillian Clouser, Leslie Gilsdorf, Madison Neighbors, Elliot
McCormick, Jessie Barrington, Tatum Flack, Lauren Gamlin, Taylor Fritzler, Anna
Langford, Olivia Thero, Kyla Gefre, Alexia Armitas, Alex Goeltl, Frank Tsiouvaras,
Tyler Higgins, Sammie Du Toit, Grace McCormick, Gillian Hepworth, Mary Schaffer.
Numerous parents signed up to help the day of the event and the evening before the
event. Thank you to the parents who donated food. Thank you to the high-school athletes
who did the heavy lifting the night before the event, and Mr. Dan Knab for recruiting,
directing, and assisting his athletes.
Hearty thanks to: Our guest speakers Mr. Steve Ronen and Mr. Dave Lunn; to Mr. Keith
Komarnicki and Mr. Don Rappenecker, for their hard work with all the maintenance
required to make our school campuses functional, safe, and beautiful; all of our talented
music, band, and choir teachers; all of the wonderful teachers who open their classrooms
and their hearts to grandparents; all of the donors and sponsors; Paninos - The Beck
Family, Mountain Vista Golf Course - The Johanson Family; Lamar’s Donuts; Roma;
US Foods; Shamrock Foods; Pepsi; Sara’s Sausages.
Thank you all for being a part of our wonderful event and exceptional school.
Erin Mihulka , Chairperson, Grandparents Day Planning Committee

News Worth Repeating
Mariya Garland Donations. LCHS
alumna Mariya Garland, Mrs. Janice
Garland's daughter passed away.
A scholarship fund has been set up by the

Garland family to honor Mariya. To donate, please
visit any 1st Bank in Fort Collins and make a
contribution to the Mariya Garland Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Many are donating on the GoFundMe page
established for Mariya's family (CLICK HERE to
donate).

Lunch Information. CLICK HERE to view lunch information. If your are having trouble
logging in please try another browser.
Career Exploration Opportunity. The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
(ASVAB) is a vetted and validated aptitude test that can provide students insight into their
academic ability. The Deadline to sign-up is December 1st and the test is December 9th at
8:00am at Fort Collins High School. Visit the College Center to sign-up. CLICK HERE for
more information. If your are interested, see Mrs. Campbell in the College Center to signup, or CLICK HERE to email Mrs. Campbell.
Make Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay in Rocky Mountain National Park, plus
Colorado-made products, and art supplies. All you need to do is come in first place in the
2018 Colorado Kids Create Art Contest. CLICK HERE for details. There are lots of runner-up
prizes, too. Contestants must be between the ages of 5 – 18 years old.
Curator Club Wants Your Art. The LCHS Curator Club is
collecting art of all media for both a student show and an arts
magazine released in the spring. For further questions, contact
Shae Nance or Emma Salas or look at the slides in-school and
elsewhere the Monday Notes.

School Portrait Make-up Day. Friday December 1st, 2017, 3:00-5:30PM and Saturday
December 2- 9:00AM-12:00PM. Location is Skillman Photography 818 E. Elizabeth, Fort
Collins. Click here to print an order form.
Screen Time. As advocates of less screen time for our
children, Liberty Common Elementary School is excited to
host the movie Screenagers on December 4th from 68pm. We hope you can join us in the elementary gymnasium
for this engaging film. This movie is free of charge and open
to the public so come early to get a good seat.

Cash For Video. If anyone could use an extra $15,000, here’s an opportunity: Enter the
“Choices in Education” Video Contest – CLICK HERE. Deadline, December 1st, 2017. Tell
the world how school choice is improving education for children and families in our
community, or share your own story about exercising your freedom to attend a charter
school. It’s simple, anyone with a smartphone can enter!

Travel Tuesday Volunteers Needed. We are in need of parent volunteers to bring food
donations for Travel Tuesday events. The place to sign up to bring food is here: CLICK
HERE. Thank you for supporting this fun and educational tradition!
7th Grade (and art lovers of any age). The Denver Art Museum
is holding an exhibition of Women Artists in the Age of
Impressionism. This relates directly to the 7th Grade Core Art
curriculum; the artists that will be on display are being studied right
now in class! There is no substitute for seeing these artworks in
person. Unfortunately the show will be gone before the 7th Grade
fieldtrip. It runs through January 14, 2018. Visit
denverartmuseum.org for more information.

7th Grade Parents. The 7th grade will be going on a fieldtrip to the Denver Art Museum on
March 9th, 2018. It is the Friday before spring break so you may want to consider it when
making plans for that week.
Volunteering at LCHS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCHS for any extracurricular
activities or special events, (Spring Gala, Graduation, Teacher Appreciation week, etc.) or
assisting a staff member on a regular basis and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. If you are already a registered volunteer in the Liberty
Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login to the system and update
your volunteer record.

Upcoming Trips
Austria, Germany, Switzerland
Spring Break 2018. Mr. Lunn will be
leading a trip to Austria, Germany and
Switzerland during Spring Break of 2018.
This trip is open to high-school students
in music class (or have taken one in the
past). We will visit the cities of Vienna,
Salzburg, Munich, Innsbruck and
Lucerne. Highlights of the trip include
visiting Mozart’s birthplace and soaking
in the rich history and culture of this part
of the German-speaking world. Please email for more information.
LCHS To DC 2018. LCHS principal Bob
Schaffer leads these trips. As a former
Member of the U.S. Congress, Mr. Schaffer
fully utilizes his former-member privileges to
get students into areas of the U.S. Capitol
that are normally off limits to tourists, and he
sets up visits with high-power political
figures. The registration deadline has
passed, but if you're interested, still please
contact Ms. Sarah Hunt who is available in
the front office to assist.

Allison Burris demonstrating artistic
perspective with the Washington
Monument during the LCHS-to-DC Spring
Break Trip 2015.

Ireland & England, Summer 2018. Mr.
Tullius is organizing a high-school trip to the
Emerald Isle and England in June 2018. The
itinerary focuses on Dublin and London, with
a few stops in between. Please email for more
information.

Artists of France and Spain. Mr. Seiple
is organizing an Artists of France and
Spain tour (summer 2018). The tour starts
in Paris and goes to Avignon, Barcelona,
and Madrid. We will see the sights, eat
delicious foods, and visit great
museums and monuments of Western art
history. Please contact Mr. Seiple with any
questions at rseiple@libertycommon.org.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org Attendance
Line (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
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