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Next week at Liberty Common School is Aaron Copland week.
Aaron Copland was one of the most important figures in
American music during the second quarter of the twentieth
century, both as a composer and as a spokesman who
was concerned about making Americans aware of the
importance of music. He won the Pulitzer Prize for music in
1945.

Grandparents-Day Traditions
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
This year’s Thanksgiving observance is preceded by our
tenth-annual Liberty Grandparents Day next
Tuesday. Starting at the elementary school, grandparents
will receive an introductory briefing from Principal Casey
Churchill, and me. Then they’ll be off to classes with their
grandkids.

In the afternoon, grandparents of highschoolers (grades 712) will be entertained by our musical artists before touring
the classrooms and sitting in on lessons taught by our worldclass faculty. Attendance is always robust at both campuses,
so please be mindful of the extra traffic.
Please be as efficient as possible when dropping off
students, and grandparents next Tuesday morning. We’ll
have extra personnel working the parking lots to assist.
If past Grandparents Days were any kind of preview, this is
going to be another spectacular event. It will be an occasion
to demonstrate respect, admiration, and gratitude for family,
and to express thankfulness for all the grandparents who support our excellent school. It
will be a perfect kickoff to the national Thanksgiving holiday upon which Americans
acknowledge the bountiful blessings of Divine Providence; and, especially at Liberty,
celebrate precious traditions with our grandparents.

Grandparent's Day Schedule. CLICK HERE for the Grand Parent's Day bell schedule
on Tuesday, November 20th. Note that there will not be an early dismissal at 2:45PM
because the class rotations end at 3:15PM. There will be no 9th-hour clubs or study
halls, nor will there be a 2:45PM shuttle to LCS.
Grandparents Day Volunteer Signup.
Grandparents do not need an invitation to
attend, nor do they need to RSVP. To make
this event seamless and extraordinary, a small
group of committed parents have been
working tirelessly behind the scenes.

Happy Thanksgiving. Thursday's national Thanksgiving
holiday is observed at LCHS with a three-day suspension
of school activities from Wednesday, November 21st
through Friday November 23rd based upon a succession
of presidential proclamations issued since this first one:

"Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday,
the 26th day of November next, to be devoted by the
people of these States to the service of that great and
glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the
good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all
unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble
thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of
this country previous to their becoming a nation..." President George Washington

Liberty Job Openings. Liberty Common School is looking to hire a full-time Latin
instructor (for grades 4-6 and HS Latin 1), and a part-time Spanish instructor (for HS
Spanish 1 & 2). CLICK HERE for job descriptions and application instructions. If you
know of a perfect candidate, please pass this information along.

Important Liberty M ailing Next Week. Watch your
mailboxes next week for important information about
this year’s Liberty Common end-of-year fund drive. This
is a crucial time for parents, alumni, and supporters of
our excellent charter school to help bridge the gap
between the funding for regular public schools, and the
smaller allocation received by charter-public schools
like Liberty. Please look for your letter, consider, and
respond generously. This is very important for our school.

High-School M usical. Be sure to make plans to attend
this year's high-school Musical Theatre class’ production of
Rodgers and Hammerstein's The Sound of Music. Shows
are Friday, November 30, at 7:00 PM, and Saturday,
December 1, at 2:00 and 7:00 PM. Tickets are $5 for
students and staff (LCS/LCHS) and $10 for adults. Tickets
will be sold online only - please click here to purchase.
Last year's shows sold out, so be sure to get your tickets
early. We look forward to seeing you at the show.

PSD Board M ember Draper Visits. Last
Friday, Poudre School District board
member Kristen Draper paid a visit to the
elementary school to tour the hallways,
visit classrooms, and chat with faculty and
staff about our excellent school. Director
Draper had a chance to ask questions
about how our charter-public school
functions, and she asked great questions
about Liberty’s charter-renewal request
which is currently under active
consideration by the district. Following her
visit to the elementary campus, Director
Draper wrote to LCS Principal Casey
Churchill, “Thank you so much for the
wonderful tour of Liberty Common
Elementary. It was very informative and
helpful, especially with the upcoming
charter renewal. It was wonderful seeing

PSD Board Member Kristen Draper visited

your students in action, and great to meet
you and your staff. If you have any
questions/concerns/ideas, please don’t
hesitate to contact me!” Draper also
visited the LCHS campus this morning, and
we’ll report highlights of that visit in the
next edition of Liberty Common Sense.

LCS last week, and plans to visit LCHS this
week. Both visits are in advance of PSD’s
consideration of renewing Liberty’s
Charter.

M ake Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay in Rocky Mountain National Park, plus
Colorado-made products, and art supplies. All you need to do is come in first place in the
2019 Colorado Kids Create Art Contest. CLICK HERE for details. There are lots of
runner-up prizes, too. Contestants must be between the ages of 5 – 18 years old.

Robotics Victories. Congratulations to the four Liberty Common teams that competed
in the FIRST Lego League robotics competition on Nov 11, 2018. The high-school team,
Cloud 9, won the first-place Champion's Award, and was the overall tournament winner. It
also qualified to go to Colorado State tournament in Denver on Dec 15th. The team
members consisted of ninth graders Ellen Benz, Sydney Reinke, Taylor Friesen, and
Amber Kranz. Team coaches were Bill Kranz, Karen Kranz, and M elissa Reinke.
The junior-high school team, Lego Landers, won third-place in Core Values, and
qualified for the Colorado state tournament. Team members consisted of George Ley
(8th), Riley Carlson (7th), Julian Cox (7th), and sixth graders Andrew Barber, Kyler
Glaze, and Emily Stalcup. Team coaches were M ichael Stalcup and Kevin Carlson.
The fifth-/sixth-grade team, Astro Turtles, won third-place
in the robot competition, and first-place in robot
design. Team members consisted of sixth graders Jon
Dille, and Ben Sundin, and fifth graders Daniel Bush,
Jack Carlson, Ben Daharsh, Kayla Schroder, and
Kaile Scott. The team coaches were Bryce Schroder,
and Nancy Daharsh.
The fourth- /fifth-grade team, Epic Halos, had a wonderful
competition and showed amazing perseverance and
teamwork. Team members consisted of fifth-graders
Arian Biss, James M ichaelsen, Zach Reed, and
fourth-graders Steven Denton, True Kreisburg, Ryder
Jones, and Juliette Tourney. The team coaches were
Seth Tourney, Jen Kreisburg, and M ichael
Kreisburg.
Several teams brought home awards and everyone learned a tremendous amount about

mechanical design, programming, and space travel. We are very proud of their hard
work and dedication. Also, a huge thank you to all of the coaches. This program would
not be possible without you.

2018-2019 Important Dates
Important Dates.
Nov 17 | Family Fall Harvest, 4:00PM-7:00PM, Great Hall, CLICK HERE to signup
Nov 20 | Grandparent's Day
Nov 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break, No School
Nov 29 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS Teacher Break Room
Nov 30 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day, High-school Musical Theater Production
Dec 5 | 8th-Grade Parent Roundtable Discussion, 6:30-8:00PM
Dec 6 | High-school Lyceum, 2:45PM, Colosseum
Dec 7 | 8th-Grade Parent Roundtable Discussion, 9:00-10:30AM
Dec 7 | 7th-Grade Science Fair
Dec 8 | High-school Holiday Dance
Dec 10 | 6th-Grade Parent Information Night, 6:30-8:00PM
Dec 11 | Holiday Concert, 6:30PM, Colosseum
Dec 19-21 | 2nd quarter ends, 1st semester finals, CLICK HERE for schedule
Dec 20 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS Teacher Break Room
Dec 21 | Liberty's Got Talent, 1:05PM-2:45PM, Colosseum
CLICK HERE for school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Two of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is
important for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best
charter schools in Colorado. For the next four weeks, we
will run, "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. M aureen
Schaffer, M rs. M ichelle Provaznik, M rs. Laurel Van
M aren, and M r. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of detailing the events that took
place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our
history, we will better value the efforts by our Founders to get where we are today. It is
because of their vision and foresight that we have the top elementary and high school in
the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. M aureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
The huge demand for the educational program offered at Washington Core Knowledge

School prompted the school’s founders to begin drafting an application for a Core
Knowledge charter school, under the newly passed Colorado Charter Schools Act. By
the summer of 1995, unresolved issues about the permanence of Washington Core and
the authority of the parent board over the academic program spurred a full-scale charter
effort.
Meeting after work and on weekends, parents meticulously defined and documented the
charter school’s mission, goals, curriculum, governance, budget, facility plan, employee
relations, and more. On October 31, 1995, the Core Knowledge Charter School (CKCS)
Partnership, the organization formed by founding parents for the purpose of establishing
a new charter school, submitted its application to the PSD Board of Education.

Rather than proceed with negotiations, the PSD board requested more and more
information, explanation, and detail. The CKCS board, led by parent Chairman Phil
Christ, diligently responded to each request, but to no avail. On December 11, the PSD
board voted to deny the charter application without ever having met to negotiate with the
parents.
Undaunted, the CKCS board appealed the decision to the Colorado State Board of
Education. In February, the State Board sided with the parents and instructed the PSD
board to negotiate an agreement in good faith with the charter group. Weeks of meetings
ensued.
It appeared the two sides were slowly coming together. However in an eleventh-hour
surprise, the PSD board suddenly voted to “approve” the charter with several major
restrictions, not previously discussed: The charter would be limited to two years,
enrollment would be capped at 300 students, and the school would be limited to a K-6
program, thereby eliminating the school’s innovative junior-high program.
PSD further directed the charter school to find space in a non-district building and
execute the charter contract with PSD no later than June 1. The constraints made it
virtually impossible to open the school.
Disappointed, the CKCS board filed a second appeal with the State Board of
Education. In an apparent attempt to quash the charter school, PSD unleashed its
attorney. A paper war erupted as the lawyer threw legal obstacles in the path of the
charter school. The charter group managed to fend off the legal challenges and was
finally granted a hearing before the State Board.
At the April 23 hearing, the final punch was landed when PSD announced it had filed suit
against the State Board of Education and CKCS Board of Directors! Concerned the

lawsuit could result in an injunction preventing the charter school from opening, the State
Board recommended the charter group try to open a school with PSD’s restrictions.

Dozens of outraged parents criticized the legal shenanigans at the next PSD board
meeting. PSD director Bob Bacon (who subsequently was elected a Colorado State
Senator) denied the district had sued parents and accused charter supporters of
promulgating a big lie.[1] But PSD President M ike Liggett, an attorney, confirmed the
lawsuit had indeed named five parents – Phil Christ, Randy Everett, Timothy
Gilmore, Cheryl Olsen, and M aureen Schaffer – as defendants.
The clock was ticking down to the June 1st deadline. Charter parent M r. Peter Kast, a
commercial realtor, conducted yet another survey of potential properties to
accommodate the PSD-imposed school configuration. A near match was
identified. However, two adjustments to the restrictions would be necessary:
1)Increase the charter length to five years to amortize building improvements.
2) Increase the enrollment cap to 364 students to meet the annual lease and
maintenance obligations.
The charter group entreated PSD to consider adjusting the restrictions. The PSD board
refused to consider the request. “The Board of Education will not take any further
action,” came the response in a May 3rd letter to the CKCS board.
The June 1 contract deadline expired, and PSD dropped its lawsuit against the parents.
The clock had run out. There would be no charter school in 1996.
[1] Vaughan, Kevin. “Parents assail board over charter school.” The Fort Collins
Coloradoan, May 14, 1996.

How Did We Get Here?
Part Three of a Five-Part Series.
The History of Liberty Common School
It was June of 1996. Advocates for the Core Knowledge
Charter School had come up short after being legally outmaneuvered by the school district. The parents faced a
$5,000 debt for legal filings and newsletters to its growing
list of supporters.
The unsinkable charter group wasted no time mobilizing
its next charter effort. It “passed the hat” yet again, this time requesting additional
donations to hire a lawyer of its own.

The parents contacted local attorney M r. M ike M axwell to assist in rewriting and
negotiating their charter. Maxwell was immediately captivated by the critical nature of the
school choice movement. He and his partners donated their time and expertise to the
cause.
The name of the new school would be Liberty Common. Why? At a common school,
students of all ages and socio-economic backgrounds could obtain a common
education.
But, why Liberty? Liberty stood for parents who would now have educational
choice. Liberty stood for teachers who would no longer have to work in a broken
system. And most importantly, Liberty would symbolize the true freedom that can only be
achieved when a student possesses an educated mind.
On October 1, 1996 the charter application for Liberty Common School was submitted to
PSD, along with a file drawer of supporting documents, reports, and studies. The new
charter provided in-depth rationale for each aspect of the school the parents deemed
non-negotiable. Still, negotiations dragged on for months.
Finally PSD approved the charter, and a five-year contract was signed on February 24,
1997. Now, the real work would begin!
The charter group scrambled to simultaneously find a building and hire staff. Teams of
parents conducted interviews at the offices of Dr. Everett’s urology practice. (Applicants
were quite relieved to learn physical exams were not part of the drill!).
Although there was still no school building, one courageous administrator, Dr. Kathryn
Knox, took a gamble and signed on as Liberty’s first headmaster. She quickly melded
with the team and donated dozens of hours interviewing potential teachers.
A powerhouse staff with a pioneering spirit was assembled, including Dave Lunn,
Cherie Pedersen, and Jeff Siener, who are all still cornerstones of Liberty today. The
late Connie Behr our former elementary school librarian was also actively involved.
Teachers joined forces with parents to identify curriculum resources and skills programs
to augment the Core Knowledge Sequence.
Meanwhile, parent Peter Kast, worked fervently to pull together a suitable building and
financing for the new school. Pursuing multiple deals simultaneously, Peter never gave
up as each financing option ultimately collapsed. Would anyone lend money to this
unknown entity called a charter school?
It was now summer and fall was fast approaching. A building was needed immediately if
there was to be sufficient time for renovations. Peter assembled a small group of
investors to purchase the Colgate factory near the detention center and lease the
building to the charter school. The deal closed in late June.
The facility question was answered, but substantial reconstruction was necessary to
convert the former toothpaste and mouthwash factory into a school. Thirteen Liberty
families put up personal assets as collateral for the million dollar construction loan. It was
now July.
Amazingly, due to the support of former PSD Board President David Neenan, his
construction firm, the Neenan Company, completed the massive remodel in less than 60
days!
The concrete floors were bare, and the upstairs remained unfinished. A support column
stood in the middle of the small gym. The performance hall, wood gym, art rooms, and
track were non-existent. But none of that mattered.

In September 1997, a dream became a reality as Liberty Common School opened its
doors to more than four hundred eager young students in kindergarten through 7th
grade. And the rest is history!

High-School News - Newsworthy Notices
Family Fall Harvest. The annual Family Fall
Harvest, presented by house Domus
Gratitudinis and the Order of Erebor, is around
the corner. Tomorrow, November 17th from
4:00PM - 7:00PM at LCHS, bring your family and
friends for a time of gathering and fun. There will
be activities for all ages and delicious BBQ. The
more family members who attend, the more House
and Order points will be awarded. There will also
be a raffle for fun prizes.
As this is a free event, we also need donations of food and volunteers to help run the
event. If you are interested in helping, please sign up by CLICKING HERE to donate.
Bring food items to the Great Hall Saturday between 2PM-4PM.

Patriotism Lyceum. This year’s Patriotism Lyceum keynote speaker is Colorado State
Rep. Perry Buck. Please click on the nearby video image to link to video from the
presentation posted at the Liberty YouTube Channel. The next Lyceum is scheduled for

January and will feature the LCHS Capstone virtue of gratitude.

Vision And Hearing. Our vision-and-hearing day was a
huge success last Thursday. Over 210 students were
screened for vision and hearing issues. We couldn't have
done it without our volunteers. A special thanks to M rs.
Dybzinski, M rs. Burgess, M rs. Shafer, M s, Burke,
Kim Arnett, Kelley Reichert, Sarah Kent, Janell
Lambert, Rachel Blunk, M ary Sinden-Stalls, Julie
Weibler, Jenny M cElwain, Dr. Erinn Jimmerson,
audiologist, and her UNC audiology students.

W ednesday's LCHS faculty meeting
featured a presentation by the Art
Department (Megan Ellis Salazar, and Rex
Seiple) covering some of the art
reproductions hung throughout the school.
What a great, powerful, and deep lesson.

2018-2019 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov. 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents Day
March 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Student Talent Show. Attention talented Liberty
students. Do you have a special gift? Maybe you are a
phenomenal singer, dancer, athlete, joke-teller, or
anything else. If you would like a chance to perform an
act, sign up to audition on the sheet on The Orpheum
door. Auditions will be held in The Orpheum after school
on December 4th, 5th, and 6th from 2:45pm-4:15PM. This
year's Student Talent Show will be held in the Colosseum
on Friday, December 21 at 1:05PM. The top three

performers will have the opportunity to perform their acts
during the Teacher Talent Show at the end of the
semester. Get ready to put your talents on display.
Contact DJ House Captains Gillian Clouser or Sydney
Shifflet to sign up or ask questions.

Audition Call. M r. Skerjanec will once again be directing the high school non-musical
spring play Much Ado About Nothing. Auditions will be hosted after school from 3:30 to
5:30 on Thursday December 6th. If you are selected for callback auditions, they will be
on Friday, December 7 from 3:30 until 6:30. Audition sheets will be available in Mr.
Skerjanec's room. Please prepare two, one-minute monologues, both
Shakespearean/classical (not from Much Ado About Nothing), one from a tragedy and
one from a comedy. See Mr. Skerjanec for more information or contact him
lchstheatre@libertycommon.org for questions.

LCHS senior Kaiyn Shoemaker, and
8th grader Jonathan Chan received
prestigious character awards at last week’s
Patriotism Lyceum.
Soaring Eagles. During the Patriotism Lyceum, senior Kayiyn Shoemaker was
presented with the High-School Capstone Award, and 8th-grader Jonathan Chan was
presented with the Junior-High Capstone Award. Both students were awarded a
certificate, and a reception was held in their honor. These are two of Liberty's finest;
congratulations to them both. Please click on the video link to watch the presentation.

Canned-Food Drive. The annual LCHS Canned-Food
Drive runs through tomorrow Saturday, 11/17 at noon.
Contributions will be donated to the Salvation Army food
pantry. See the Order of Valhalla Captains, Kiara Clarke
(LCHS Class of 2023) and Kate Suchowski (LCHS Class
of 2023), with questions.

What to Wear.
Featured for the School-Wide Dress Code (grades 7-12) this week is this week is
Freddy Schissler, Class of 2024:

Featured for the Choice Dress Code (grades 9-12) this week is Ashley Tyrrell, Class of
2021:

As a reward for their great style, Freddy and Ashley will receive a food/drink voucher to
use at a business in our community as well as a “Best Dressed” nomination.
If you know of a student who shows great style and should be featured in future editions
of “What to Wear,” please contact Mrs. Kearney.
What Not to Wear. A shirt with any more than the top button unbuttoned, or front

opening tops with zippers, laces, or fasteners other than buttons or snaps.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor

Upcoming College Events. There are many upcoming
events to help you learn and navigate the college
planning process. Free SAT practice test, Junior
College Planing Information session, Gap Year Fair and
more. CLICK HERE for dates and events.

Upcoming College Visits.
Please sign up in Naviance and check for list updates under the "colleges" tab.

AST Tip Of The Week
Study Timeline (Part 1). One month before an exam you should be completing all of
your homework on time and reviewing your notes from class. This is also a great time to
go see your teacher during 9th hour and start asking questions about homework
problems or in class examples you didn’t understand.
Study Timeline (Part 2).
Two weeks before the exam you should continue to do a weekly note review. You should
also make a list of questions that you missed on homework and quizzes. First try finding
the correct answer in your notes or book and then make an appointment to speak with
your teacher about questions you still do not understand. This is also a great time to
start using online resources to make a study guide or work through practice exams.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Halley M iklos Coming Home. LCHS alumna Halley M iklos
(Class of 2017) and the Cornell Big Red take on CSU, in
women's basketball at Moby Gym on Sunday, November
25th at 12:00PM. A big crowd of Liberty Eagles students,
parents, and alumni will be sitting together cheering on
Halley. Tickets are $5 at The Taberna (cash, check, card)

before, or after school; and during lunch, or through the
athletic office (cash, check) by emailing M r. Knab to reserve
your tickets. Red game-day shirts (sold at The Taberna) are
recommended. Buy tickets now before these discounted
tickets are gone. Tickets will also be sold during
Grandparent's Day.
Congratulations to the men's high-school soccer team. It
played in the championship game last Saturday. Despite
excellent effort, the team lost to Kent Denver, 2-1. The
coaches and team would like to thank everyone for coming
out to support the team.
Congratulations to Jim Altergott, high-school men's basketball coach. Coach Altergott
will be inducted into the Colorado Hall of Fame 30 March 2019. This is his 41st year of
coaching young men. Stay tuned for more details about this event as the date gets
closer. When you see 'Coach,' congratulate him. You can usually spot him at any LCHS
sporting event cheering on the Eagles.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th-Grade Boys Basketball
No Games Thanksgiving Week
Tue, 11/27, 4pm, Away, at Highland
Thu, 11/29, 4pm, Away, at Valley
8th-Grade Boys Basketball
No Games Thanksgiving Week
Tue, 11/27, 4pm, Away, at Highland (A Only)
Thu, 11/29, 4pm, Away, at Valley
7th- & 8th-grade girl's basketball season begins Monday, January 7th, 3:30pm in the
elementary gym. Click HERE to register now.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th)
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th)
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th)

This Week In High-School Sports:
No Games Thanksgiving Week
Soccer
Tue, 11/27, 7pm, Great Hall/Stoa, Soccer Banquet
Bring washed uniform in a plastic bag with your name on it.
High-School M en and Women Basketball
Signup now by registering HERE (arbiterathlete.com)
Contact the coach for practice details:
Men's Basketball Coach Altergott
Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
1st mandatory practice is 11/12
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp

Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school Colosseum?
Contact Rebecca Finkel.

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty.

CLICK HERE if interested.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Liberty Parent Should Know
Why Do Liberty Students Do So M uch Reading?
By: Dr. M aureen Schaffer, Founder
Most American schools dedicate several hours each week to
“literacy.” A majority of time is spent teaching children the
fundamentals of reading strategies, such as making inferences,
predicting, classifying, and “looking for the main idea.” The purpose
of these exercises is to bolster test scores, independent of real
knowledge. In contrast, Liberty strives to develop the appreciation of
language, increase specific knowledge, and provide meaning to
students through the achievement of Primary Literacy, Mature Literacy, and Moral
Literacy.
Primary Literacy
Primary literacy begins with phonic recognition. Our Charter states, “Children will be
provided deliberate, coherent, direct instruction in letter-sound (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 53. Street Introductions. If, while
you are walking with a person, you chance to
meet another person, who joins you, you must
be sure to introduce the two people at once.
But if you are detained by a person while you
are walking, your friend walks on a few steps.
You hurry through your message, and join
your friend without trying to introduce the two.”

Alumni Update From Christian Juhl '18 attending
Grand Canyon University in Arizona.

LCHS graduate Christian Juhl visited Liberty Common High School today and is pictures
with Mr. Swipe. Juhl is majoring in worship arts, and pre-medicine. He said he loves
attending GCU, and the GCU campus; and, he said LCHS prepared him very well for
college. “The first semester is almost like a vacation; but I know it will get harder fast.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.
Job Openings For LCHS Students. Three LCHS students have worked at The Fort
Collins Breakfast Club, and the owner asked us for more stellar employees just like
them. Currently there are two weekend positions available. Job duties include greeting

guests, cleaning tables, pouring coffee, etc., and compensates with meal allowances,
and good pay ($6.75 plus tips). It’s a fun workplace. Training provided. Please apply in
person (“We want to meet you”) at 121 W. Monroe Dr., Fort Collins, CO. Ask for Dave
the owner.

Job Opportunity. M r. Scarlett is looking for an industrious and conscientious highschool student to take care of his cat, Cricket, over Thanksgiving break. He asks that the
student check in to feed Cricket, change her litter, and maybe spend some time playing
with her, once or twice a day, from the evening of November 21st to the morning of
November 24th. He is willing to offer $10 a day. Please email Mr. Scarlett if
you're interested.

Job Opportunity. BrightStar Care is looking for Liberty students who are at least 18 to
join their in-home healthcare company. They provide paid training for CNA certification
for qualified applicants. If interested, look on their website for more information.

Summer Job Opportunity. Genesis Miramont North health club is seeking Youth
Adventure Counselor's for camps next summer. If you are interested in this opportunity
or want to see what other organizations are particularly interested in Liberty students,
contact Dr. Robinson.

News Worth Repeating
What Students Need to Know about Student Debt. CLICK HERE for information.

Want to be a College Athlete? Be sure to know the
NCAA Process.
Juniors need to register with NCAA Eligibility Center by the
end of their junior year to be considered for a Div I or II college
level sport CLICK HERE for information.
Division III colleges or NAIA colleges do not require you to
register with the eligibility center. CLICK HERE for information.
CLICK HERE for information.
Reach out to coaches now and share your interest. You can
find their email on athletic websites
Complete athletic questionnaires- this will add you to the recruited athlete data
base and mailing list. CLICK HERE for an example.
Please see M rs. Campbell if you need more information about NCAA eligibility
and the college process.
CLICK HERE for handout of information. CLICK HERE for another handout.

Join The Stars And Stripes Squad. Junior-high
students, become part of the prestigious LCHS Stars and
Stripes Squad. 7th & 8th graders have patriotically
embraced this duty of honoring and displaying our
Flag. We also fly the international colors of foreignexchange students, the Colorado Flag, and the POW/MIA
flag. All members of the Liberty community – parents, board members, grandparents,
teachers, neighbors – are invited to join us any morning or afternoon as we reverently
raise, or lower the colors. Flags are raised at 7:30AM, and lowered at 3:20PM.

Classical Learning Test (CLT). LCHS will host
an administration of the CLT on Saturday,
Dec1. The CLT is an alternative college

admissions test that places a particular
emphasis on demonstrating a student's
familiarity with a classical curriculum. It is not a
required test at LCHS, but students may find
benefit in taking it depending on their particular
college plans. Please find additional information
and register for the test here. A list of colleges that accept the CLT can be found
here. The deadline for registration is November 27.

New State Graduation Requirements. Beginning with the class of 2021, the state of
Colorado will require students to demonstrate English and math proficiency in order to
graduate. This is part of a broader state initiative aimed at what the Colorado
Department of Education calls Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR). Most
students will demonstrate that proficiency through a minimum SAT score of 470 on the
English portion and 500 on the math portion. There are a number of alternative
measures that are also acceptable under state guidelines as described here. We will be
closely monitoring students who are close to those cut lines in either category and
encourage parents to do the same. Please contact Dr. Robinson with any questions.

8th-Grade Parent Roundtable Discussions. Please join us either on Dec 5 at 6:30
PM or on Dec 7 at 9:00 AM to have a discussion with high-school administrators on the
transition from 8th to 9th grade. There will be a brief presentation, followed by
refreshments and an opportunity for Q&A about anything related to becoming a highschool student at LCHS.

6th-Grade Parent M eeting. Please join us on December 10 at 6:30 PM in the LCHS
Great Hall for an information session on the transition from 6th to 7th grade. Students
may attend, but this night is primarily for parents. Our hope is to ensure that all 6thgrade parents are well-informed regarding the opportunities, expectations, and
philosophy of the junior high. We want to answer your questions and ensure you have all
the information you need to help your children to begin their transition to junior high at
LCHS.

Juniors. College may seem like a long way off but it will be here before you know
it. Here are few things you can do now to start thinking and exploring about postgraduate options.
Take a campus tour https://admissions.colostate.edu/visit-campus/
Explore ACT and SAT testing. All juniors will take the SAT in April at LCHS. It’s
important to be aware of testing options and know what scores
college/scholarships look for. This will help you to prepare for the test in
April. www.collegeboard.com
Explore a college website- look at the academic programs offered to help you
understand that type of majors that are
offered. https://www.colorado.edu/academics/programs

Scholarship Opportunity. The Daniels Fund Scholarship is now available for current
seniors who demonstrate financial need. CLICK HERE for information.

Summer 2019 Trip To South Korea. Andrea Heyman, coordinator of the annual visit
of students from our sister-school, GyeSeong school of Seoul, will be leading a trip to
South Korea in July, 2019. Details are still being finalized; CLICK HERE to email Andrea
Heyman for more information.

Travel Tuesday. If you are a foreign-exchange student and would like to tell us about
your home country, then sign up for Travel Tuesday. This is a great opportunity for you
to share your life before you came to the United States through pictures, food from your
culture, and fun facts about your country. For more information, or if you would like to
sign up, contact Amelia M acy at macy.amelia22@gmail.com.

College-Center Events. There are some great college-center events planned for the
next few months. Please CLICK HERE to view the calendar with dates and information.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events, (Spring Gala, Graduation, Teacher
Appreciation Week, etc.) or assisting a staff member on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered
volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login
to the system. Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update
preferred opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

Upcoming Trips
Spring Break 2019- Perú. M rs. Deitrick is
leading an 11-day trip to Perú during spring break
2019 and you are all invited to come. Perú is a
country in South America known for its natural
beauty and for its rich indigenous culture. Perú is a
must-visit country. Email Mrs. Deitrick, for more
information.

Eastern Europe Summer 2020. Are
you Hungary for adventure? Join our tour
of Hungary, Slovenia and Croatia in June
of 2020. It is a part of the world with a
fascinating history and fantastically
beautiful natural features, and a great
way to plan ahead for a graduation
gift for students in their junior year now. See either M r. Tullius or M r. Seiple for more
information visit the website. If you start right now it is only about $191/month (no interest
or fees) and there's an additional $200 discount for registering before October 1st.
Students, parents, alumni are welcome to attend.

M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email Mr. Lunn if interested.

Board of Directors
Upcoming Board Meetings- November 29th, 6:00PM, LCS Teacher Break
Room

You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

Board of Directors

Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
STAY CONNECTED







Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List



