The bands, orchestra, and choir put on a great show this week spreading holiday
cheer.
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Next week at Liberty Common School is Francis Bacon week.
Francis Bacon was an English scientist, philosopher, and
statesman. Born in 1561, Bacon would later discover and
popularize the scientific method, whereby the laws of science
are discovered by gathering and analyzing data from
experiments and observations, rather than by using logicbased arguments. Bacon wrote History of Life and Death, a
long treatise on medicine. He is considered the “father of the
experimental philosophy” and “the father of the scientific
method,” a label first bestowed upon him by his contemporary,
Voltaire.

Lagowski Family Update. The Lagowski boys are still recovering from last week’s
tragic accident (reported in last week’s Liberty Common Sense). Phone calls and
visitations are restricted. A Go Fund Me account has been created to help offset hospital
costs. Please CLICK HERE to contribute.
Sincerely,
Liberty Administration

The Economics of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer
Nearly one in three Colorado graduates needs remedial
education in college – READ MORE HERE. Liberty leads
the way in reversing this disturbing public-education trend. In
fact, I’ve never heard of a Liberty graduate needing a
remedial college course.
Tonight, coincidentally, I’m attending my daughter’s college
graduation ceremony. Sarah (LCHS ‘15/LEGIO XIII) is
graduating a semester early. She already has a good
fulltime job, and will use her earned “semester off” applying
to graduate schools.
There’s a large wall display in the LCHS Acropolis featuring Alauna Sutton’s (LCHS ’13)
college diploma. Hers was the first four-year degree earned by an LCHS grad – a double
major! She did it in seven semesters.
In these, as in the cases of most Liberty Common alumni, their rigorous K-12 education
armed them with cost-saving, and time-saving academic advantages that put them far
ahead in college. This is another reason why making financial contributions to our
charter-public-school charity makes so much sense.
Now is the time to volunteer on specific fund-development projects, to financially sponsor
school activities, to help apply for grants, and to help us come up with creative ideas to
supplement Liberty’s ambitious budget.
See information and links elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense to donate, to
volunteer, and to support Liberty’s thrilling revolution in public education.

Donate To Liberty. Liberty’s end-of-year fundraising campaign is at its halfway
point. Many have responded with tremendous generosity. To those thoughtful donors,
we say “thank you!”
Historically, only one in every six Liberty families has donated to the end-of-year
campaign. Imagine what we could accomplish if every family, grandparent, alumni, and
friend gave to this remarkable community school. Your generous donations, no matter
how large or small, ensure we are able to offer the finest educational experience
possible. Investment in our students empowers them toward engaged citizenship,
community leadership, and prosperity in their eventual professions.
See the following chart, which shows we’re on track to improving donations over last
year’s effort.
Please, let’s join together – every single one of us – to support Liberty Common School.

Donations this year (in orange) compared with last year. Help us take that orange line
completely off the chart!
Give Online. It’s the easiest way to donate. We’ve made it fast, easy, and safe. To give
today, CLICK HERE.
Help Raise M ore. Please volunteer to help organize fundraising projects, apply for
grants, and boost the school’s income. CLICK HERE to turn your time, energies, and
great ideas into cash for the school.

2018-2019 Important Dates
Important Dates.
Dec 14 | Junior-high holiday dance, 6:30PM-9:00PM, Great Hall
Dec 15 | Knowledge Bowl meet, 9:00AM-2:00PM, Great Hall and classrooms
Dec 19 | Open-campus, seniors only
Dec 19-21 | 1st-semester finals, CLICK HERE for schedule
Dec 20 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS Teacher Break Room
Dec 21 | T-Shirt Day, Ugly Holiday Sweater Day
Dec 21 | Liberty's Got Talent, 1:05PM-2:45PM, Colosseum
Dec 21 | Early dismissal, 2:45PM, no 9th hour activities/clubs
Dec 21 | End of 2nd Quarter
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Christmas Break
Jan 7 | Public-Information Night, 6:30PM, LCHS Great Hall
Jan 9 | Junior-high Lyceum, 2:15PM, Colosseum
Jan 10 | High-school Lyceum, 2:45 Colosseum, Legio XIII, 6:00PM, Great Hall
Jan 15 | Geography Bee, 3:30PM, LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day, No School
Jan 23 | All-school Lyceum, Senior speakout, 2:15PM, Colosseum
Jan 24 | All-school Lyceum, Electives showcase, 2:15PM, Colosseum
Jan 25 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day
Jan 28 | Public-Information Night, 6:30PM, LCS Gymnasium
Jan 31 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS Teacher Break Room
CLICK HERE for school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

BOD Update
Board of Directors (BOD) M eeting Highlights
November 28, 2018
By: Tricia Diehl
Student leadership - During our monthly BOD meeting we had the distinct pleasure of
having students attend to share their comments to the members of the BOD and
administration. It is impressive to hear directly from these students as to what is important
to them about their experience at Liberty and for them to articulate it to us in a
professional way. Leadership and volunteerism is a firm attribute of Liberty Common and
we work to offer opportunities to all students and parents at varying levels. There is
much to be learned through serving and giving to others. Building confidence, providing
a needed service to others and the satisfying feeling of a job well done. At the recent
Grandparent’s Day, many students generously gave their time, energy, and weren’t
afraid to take on a task they may have never done before. Education doesn’t always
happen in the classroom and isn’t always from a book or a lecture. The valuable tools
that these students can develop or test out for the first time will stay with them all their
lives. We are proud of the all the ways students can contribute. They will take away far
more than an academic diploma when they leave Liberty.
M orality Talks - Last month the students at the high school participated in our annual
morality talks. The BOD fully supports this as a unique experience that could only take
place at a charter or private school. The talks reinforce strong character. It is a time for
students to sit down in a group, with a teacher they respect, to discuss issues that arise
as they mature. Nothing supersedes the involvement of parents and shouldn’t. These
talks create a place where they can hear, from someone outside their family,
expectations of respecting yourself and your development into an adult. Parenting has its
challenges for sure and as a parent I am grateful that my children hear similar messages
in different places and from different people. We always have a conversation at home
after the talk to touch on some of the items and get their feedback on the event. We
have received positive feedback from both students and parents regarding the content
and delivery and hope you can use this as a catalyst with your own kids to further those
important discussions.

High-School News - Newsworthy Notices

Finals-Week Comforts. The LCHS Ambassadors Club will be selling hot drinks, and
pastries during morning study halls next Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. Enjoy tea ($1),
gourmet coffee ($2), hot chocolate ($3), donuts ($1), muffins, pastries, or bagels w/
cream cheese ($2), plus free brain-sharpening mints for all customers. Good luck, and
ace those exams!

Early Dismissal. The school day will end at 2:45PM on Friday, December 21st. There
will be no 9th-hour activities, clubs, or extra-help sessions. The buses will maintain the
normal route schedule.

Open Campus Wednesday. Next Wednesday, being a Block Day, all LCHS seniors
enjoy “Open Campus” lunchtime privileges from 10:33 – 11:13AM. Students: Do not
return late.

Lunch Information. No lunch will be served Thursday, December 20th please plan
accordingly.

Kaizen M artial Arts Comes To Liberty. M r. Torgeson’s physical-education class
hosted Kaizen Martial Arts last week for class. The students learned about self-discipline,
self-defense, and the art of “Kaizen," meaning “never ending improvement in all aspects
of life." A special thanks goes out to the Jauch family, owners of Kaizen Martial Arts.
Click on the video links below to watch the students in action.

Holiday Concert. This past Tuesday Liberty's orchestra, band, choir, and a few staff
members performed a wonderful concert.

2018-2019 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break | No school
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day | No school
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day | No school
Feb 18 | Presidents Day | No school
March 18-22 | Spring Break | No school
April 19 | Good Friday | No school

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant

Principal

Junior-High M oonlight M asquerade. The Order of
Atlantis is sponsoring a junior-high-only Moonlight
Masquerade dance. Attire is semi-formal (please see
clarification on semi-formal attire below). December 14th
from 6:30-9:00PM. Small masks covering the nose are
appropriate, but full-face masks will not be approved.
Formal and Semi-Formal Dress Code.
Men: Dress slacks and button-up shirts are required; suit
coats and ties are recommended. No jeans, T-shirts, or
other casual clothing are allowed.
Women: Dresses can be any strap style (excluding
strapless), but must be modest (no lower back exposure - bottom of shoulder blades
must be covered, no exposed cleavage or midriffs, no transparent/translucent fabrics,
and no higher than finger-tip length).

Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal time of 2:45PM on Friday, 12/21/2018. There will be no 9th-hour activities
that afternoon. The shuttle-bus service will run according to the normal schedule.

Ugly Sweater Day. Next Friday, December 21st

wear your ugliest ugly sweater to school to
spread holiday cheer.
No sweaters depicting violence, glorifying death
or violence, alcohol or drug abuse.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

PSAT Scores Now Available Online. Check your results through your account on the
CollegeBoard website. If you have not yet created a CollegeBoard account, now is the
time to do so. If you need help logging in, please see M rs. Harkey in the College
Center. The school will host a results session for all test takers during 9th hour on
January 9 and will hand out paper copies of the results at that time.

Second-Semester Schedules. Updated copies of your second-semester schedules
will be distributed by email over the break and will also be available in paper form at the
front office on January 7. There may have been some changes to what you saw in
August even if you have not requested a change to your schedule. See Dr.
Robinson with any questions

Scholarship Spotlight. Each year, the GE-Reagan Foundation selects numerous
recipients to receive a $10,000 scholarship renewable for up to an additional three years
– up to $40,000 total per recipient. Awards are for undergraduate study and may be
used for education-related expenses, including tuition, fees, books, supplies, room, and
board. In addition, Scholars are invited to participate in a special awards program and
receive ongoing leadership-development support. See this website for details on how to
apply. The deadline is January 4.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor

Juniors. Now is the time to start thinking about college planning. Thinking about
everything at once can be overwhelming so it’s a great idea to break it down step-bystep as you begin your search. All juniors will start their Junior College Planning
meetings with Mrs. Campbell in January. More information coming soon.
Here are some reliable and helpful search sites.
1. Naviance – College Match
2. www.collegedata.com

3. https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
4. https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

College Center Events for 2019. Mark your calendar with
upcoming events for all grade levels in the college planning
process. Events include: college fairs, STEM fair, Gap Year
fair, College Planning Night and more. Click Here for
updated events

Upcoming College Visits. Please sign up in Naviance and check for list updates under
the "colleges" tab.

AST Tip Of The Week
Study Timeline (Part 5). On the morning of an exam, you should eat a healthy
breakfast, and keep your normal routine. This will help you to be alert for your exam as
well as relax. While we do encourage you to review your notes so that they are fresh in
your mind, we do not encourage cramming the morning of the exam. If you have been
following our steps for success, you will be prepared. Take a moment before the exam to
take a deep breath and relax, you’ve got this.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th - 8th-grade boys basketball uniforms need to be returned in to Mr. Knab. Please
have have them clean and in a zip-lock bag identifying the athlete.
7th- & 8th-grade girl's basketball season begins Monday, January 7th, 3:30pm in the
elementary gym. Click HERE to register now.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th)
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th)
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th)

This Week In High-School Sports:
M en's Basketball
Sat, 12/15, 1pm/4pm, Home, vs Highland (C/JV Only)
Women's Basketball
Fri, 12/14, 4pm/5:30pm/7pm, Home, vs Eagle Ridge (JV/V) (C Game vs Rez)

Sat, 12/15, 2:30pm/5:30pm, Home, vs Highland (C/JV Only)
Thu, 12/20, 4pm, Away, at University (C Only)
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - Coach Lovely
Volleyball - Coach Camp

Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school Colosseum?
Contact Rebecca Finkel.

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty.

CLICK HERE if interested.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School

Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Liberty Parent Should Know
Why Does Liberty Have Great Books Reading Lists?
Dr. M aureen Schaffer, parent and founder
"I don’t care what my child eats, just so long as he’s eating!” How
many times have we heard this familiar statement uttered by a
parent? Probably never. But change eat to read, and perhaps you’ve
considered the thought yourself.
So why does Liberty require students to select books from approved
Great Books lists for required “outside” reading?...(CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 56. Welcoming the Newcomer.
When a new girl comes to town or to your
neighborhood in a city, a friendly call does
much to make her like her new home. Two
girls may call together, but more than two
makes too much confusion.
"The best hours to call are from three to four-thirty. Although older people seldom
call on Saturday or Sunday, young folk in school will find those two days most
convenient.”

Alumni Update From Maddie Webb (LCHS ’18 / LEGIO
XIII) now attending Grand Canyon University in
Phoenix, AZ

Maddie Webb, LCHS ‘18/LEGIO XIII
visited her alma mater recently, and ran
into Headmaster Schaffer who was her
former Principles of Liberty instructor.
Liberty Common Thirteener M addie Webb (LCHS ’18) visited her former LCHS
instructors over the Thanksgiving break and reported that college is “really easy, really
fun.” Maddie is attending Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, Arizona majoring in
financial planning. “The homework load of college is very manageable compared to
Liberty,” she reported. “I really learned to manage my schoolwork well at Liberty.” Maddie
says her most difficult class so far is Into to Philosophy. “I love it. It’s interesting.”
One of the biggest adjustments is the climate. “Phoenix is pretty hot, but it’s pretty there
– pretty sunsets,” she said. Making good friends didn’t take her very long,
either. Academically, Maddy tested out of a handful of GCU’s core requisite courses
including English, science, and math. She just completed a 200-level algebra course in
her first semester. “Lots of my friends had to drop their intro-math courses,” she
said. “But I have a 100% so far!” She’s enjoying her theology coursework, which is a new
discipline experience for her.
“I’m really happy I attended Liberty Common High School,” she said. “I learned early not
to procrastinate with schoolwork, and I’m handling college-level work quite well.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Job Opportunity. BrightStar Care is looking for Liberty students who are at least 18 to
join their in-home healthcare company. The company provides paid training for CNA
certification for qualified applicants. If interested, look on its website for more
information.

Summer Job Opportunity. Genesis Miramont North health club is seeking Youth
Adventure Counselor for camps next summer. If you are interested in this opportunity or
want to see what other organizations are particularly interested in Liberty students,
contact Dr. Robinson.

News Worth Repeating
Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year
when students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary
consequences. Liberty reminds students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising
academic integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at
home before students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is
a brief description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on
how such situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete
their coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas,
words, phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own.
Any thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge need to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of
others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or
collections without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to
the educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students
caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be
referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.

2016-17 Liberty Legacies book, Cost $10

2017-18 Liberty Legacies book, Cost $10
Purchase both Volume I and II for $15

New 2018-19 Liberty Legacies book,
Cost $20
Liberty Legacies Books For Sale. Last-minute gift ideas for sale. The Liberty
Legacies books were written and published by LCHS students. The stories of the
students' grandparents, and family members are incredible. Contact M rs. Deitrick, or
the LCHS office to purchase a copy.

M id-Year Transcripts. This is a reminder senior, that after this semester many of your
colleges may require you to send your first-semester grades. Make sure you are aware
of what colleges require as M rs. Campbell will need to send your transcript in January.
Mid-year requests are available in the College Center in the Pnyx.

Schmooze Time. Local representatives to the State Legislature just got elected, and
they’re preparing agendas for the 2019 convening of the General Assembly. Now is the
time to drop them a short, polite email congratulating them on their esteemed
government positions, and mentioning the importance of charter-school-friendly
policies. It couldn’t be easier. The Colorado League of Charter Schools has a nifty online
tool where you just add your name and contact information, use a pre-written message
(or compose your own), and click “send.” The program matches your home address with
the relevant politicians who will receive your important missive within seconds in their
email inboxes. Please CLICK HERE to follow through.

ACT and SAT. Important testing information to help you plan and understand the college
readiness tests. CLICK HERE to view with practice options and upcoming test dates.

Join The Stars And Stripes Squad. Junior-high
students: Become part of the prestigious LCHS Stars and
Stripes Squad. All members of the Liberty community –
parents, board members, grandparents, teachers,
neighbors – are invited to join us any morning or
afternoon as we reverently raise, or lower the
colors. Flags are raised at 7:30AM, and lowered at 3:20PM.

Summer 2019 Trip To South Korea. Andrea Heyman, coordinator of the annual visit
of students from our sister-school, GyeSeong school of Seoul, will be leading a trip to
South Korea in July, 2019. Details are still being finalized; CLICK HERE to email Andrea
Heyman for more information.

New State Graduation Requirements. Beginning with the class of 2021, the state of
Colorado will require students to demonstrate English and math proficiency in order to
graduate. This is part of a broader state initiative aimed at what the Colorado
Department of Education calls Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR). Most
students will demonstrate that proficiency through a minimum SAT score of 470 on the
English portion and 500 on the math portion. There are a number of alternative
measures that are also acceptable under state guidelines as described here. We will be
closely monitoring students who are close to those cut lines in either category and
encourage parents to do the same. Please contact Dr. Robinson with any questions.

Travel Tuesday. If you are a foreign-exchange student and would like to tell us about
your home country, then sign up for Travel Tuesday. This is a great opportunity for you
to share your life before you came to the United States through pictures, food from your
culture, and fun facts about your country. For more information, or if you would like to
sign up, contact Amelia M acy at macy.amelia22@gmail.com.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events, (Spring Gala, Graduation, Teacher
Appreciation Week, etc.) or assisting a staff member on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered
volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login
to the system. Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update
preferred opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

Upcoming Trips
Spring Break 2019- Perú. M rs. Deitrick is
leading an 11-day trip to Perú during spring break
2019 and you are all invited to come. Perú is a
country in South America known for its natural
beauty and for its rich indigenous culture. Perú is a
must-visit country. Email Mrs. Deitrick, for more
information.

M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email Mr. Lunn if interested.

Upcoming trip. Christmas is coming fast.
Consider giving the gift of world travel in a 2020

trip to Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. Contact
M r. Tullius or M r. Seiple for more information.

Board of Directors
Board of Directors

Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556
Upcoming Board Meetings- December 20th, 6:00PM, LCS Teacher Break
Room
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
STAY CONNECTED







Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List



