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This week at Liberty Common School is Claude Shannon Week.
Claude Elwood Shannon is considered as the
founding father of electronic communications age. He
was an American mathematical engineer, whose work
on technical and engineering problems within the
communications industry, laid the groundwork for both
the computer industry and telecommunications.
Shannon’s M.I.T. master’s thesis has been called the
most important of the 20th century. It was the first to use the “0’s” (zeros) and “1’s” (ones)
that make up the basis of modern computer coding.

All-Liberty News

SAT State Championship. It became official on Thursday, August 16th when the
Colorado Department of Education unveiled the final statewide SAT results for 2018 - the
LCHS Class of 2019 earned the state's highest average score and broke the old state
record by a full 15 points. The statement that the Class of 2019's average SAT score is
1322 is truly a remarkable one. CLICK HERE to view local news coverage. CLICK HERE
to see coverage from the Colorado League of Charter Schools. Watch next week's
Liberty Common Sense for even more news links as the seniors' accomplishment gains
attention from around the state.

LCHS Wins College Success Award. A nationwide school-rating organization recently
announced LCHS is among a relatively small number across the country to win its 2018
College Success Award. This honor recognizes high schools that have “a successful
track record of going beyond simply graduating students to helping them enroll in college
and succeed once they get there.” LCHS’s college counselor M rs. Diane Campbell is
pretty proud of our alumni and current seniors for doing the hardest work in pulling down
yet another national award. CLICK HERE to learn more about the award, and the data
propelling LCHS into the top tier of American high schools.

New Director of Fundraising Aboard. In an effort to boost
ongoing financial support for Liberty’s teaching faculty and
classroom needs, our Board of Directors last year, launched an
upgraded school-wide fundraising plan including the hiring of a
Director of Fundraising and Community Relations. The position now
belongs to Liberty parent M r. Brett Harkey, who has spent the
past 23 years in organizational leadership in various non-profits, in
business, and in ministry. His fundraising experience and talents,
along with his family’s affinity for Liberty Common, are perfectly
suited for the new post. Mr. Harkey will be visible at both campuses,
here in future editions of Liberty Common Sense, and can be
reached at bharkey@libertycommon.org .

Students On Air. Tune in to news-talk
radio AM600 KCOL next Tuesday morning
6:00 – 10:00AM to hear LCHS scholars on
air talking about their awesome school,
their sky-high SAT composite scores, and
current news of the day. Students will be
joining Mr. Schaffer live in-studio as they
guest host the entire morning show.

LCHS seniors in 2015 took to the
airwaves talking about their fabulous
school to a radio audience of probably
millions.

Grandparents Day Volunteers
Needed. The 100% parent-run
Grandparents Day Planning Committee
really needs a few new
members. Grandparents Day is a beloved,
cherished Liberty tradition which takes
place at both Liberty campuses. It's a
special day to honor those very special
people in our children's lives, Grandma
and Grandpa. The event occurs annually
on Tuesday of Thanksgiving week. The
day begins at the elementary school with a
truly delicious hot breakfast and student performances, followed by visiting the student's
classrooms. The upper school next honors grandparents with afternoon performances,
classroom visits, and snacks. This event is now in its ninth year and has evolved and
improved each year. The committee has done amazing things to accommodate over 600
grandparents. We are looking for some fresh ideas, fresh faces, and fun parents to plan
and execute the best Grandparents Day so far in Liberty's history. The committee meets
every Friday morning at 8:30AM now through the event to brainstorm ideas and tackle
action items. These few hours per month (for less than three months) produces what I,
the committee chairperson, can personally say is one of the most rewarding and
heartwarming events at our school. If you are interested in joining our committee, it's
never too late to contact me , M rs. Erin M ihulka at coolfam@q.com. We look forward to
meeting new parents, or welcoming longtime Liberty parents as new committee members.
CLICK HERE for more information.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events, (Spring Gala, Graduation, Teacher
Appreciation Week, etc.) or assisting a staff member on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered
volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login
to the system. Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update
preferred opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

From Mr. Schaffer, Headmaster

Good Students’ Parents Are Good
Students, Too
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty Common School uses the metaphor of “the
journey” to help describe what the education
process should be. In addition to conveying
knowledge from one generation to the next, Liberty
emphasizes to our students specific learning skills
with the explicit goal of persuading youngsters that
they will never stop learning – and shouldn’t want
to.
Learning is not a destination. Though Liberty
students earn diplomas, awards, certificates, even
cash (scholarships and grants), these markers of
success should merely be viewed as thrilling
mileposts along the way. There is no finish line; only
more learning ahead.
Eventually, all good learners come to regard education as a lifelong, animated pursuit of
happiness – an intellectual odyssey toward truth, beauty, goodness, and perfection. As
Liberty parents, we all embrace our individual responsibility for the education and
upbringing of our own children.
Together, we have established, and now sustain our excellent school to assist us in the
timeless parental duty of prudent education. In best fulfilling our parental obligations, it is
to each child’s advantage – indeed to the entire school’s – when parents are themselves
dedicated to the task of ongoing adult education.
This past summer, the entire K-12 faculty read M aryanne Wolf’s book “Proust and the
Squid: The Story and Science of the Reading Brain.” It’s an insightful book for parents of
all Liberty students. Last year, we read John M edina’s “Brain Rules: 12 Principles for
Surviving and Thriving at Work, Home, and School.” That’s a good one for parents as
well.
Starting next month, the school’s Parent-Education Subcommittee recommends all
parents read together Neil Postman’s “The Disappearance of Childhood,” to attend
parent gatherings to discuss the book within the context of our school, and to promote
the idea of parents being good students, too.
For book reviews and more information: CLICK HERE for “Proust and the Squid.” CLICK
HERE for “Brain Rules.” CLICK HERE for “The Disappearance of Childhood.” These
books are relatively inexpensive to order online. Copies are also available on the parentreading shelf in the Connie Behr Memorial Library at the elementary school.

High-School News - Newsworthy Notices

Torch-Trek Tradition. Thank you to everyone who helped make this year's annual
Torch Trek special. Students enjoyed the hike from LCS to LCHS, and the ceremony
provided both a meaningful message from LCHS English Department Chair, M r. Jared
Dybzinski, as well as an earth-shattering announcement regarding the Class of 2019's
record-setting state-championship performance on the SAT. The leadership of School
Captains, M ichael Yeh and Taylor Reinke was impressive. Special thanks to the
Society for Creative Anachronism's dueling swordsmen for adding an element of
entertainment to the evening.

Back-To-School Night. All LCHS parents should plan to attend Back-To-School Night
Thursday, September 6, 2018 from 6:30PM – 8:30PM here at the high school. Please
bring your student’s schedule. You will be tracing your student’s steps, meeting his/her
instructors, and hearing a brief overview of instructional objectives for the year. This
year's event will also feature a College-Information session for parents of seniors. M rs.
Diane Campbell will offer this session at 5:45, and again at 7:00 PM.

House And Order Spirit Days. At the request of School Captains Taylor Reinke and
M ichael Yeh, all students are invited to enjoy a spirit day next week to celebrate the
state-championship and record-breaking SAT scores posted by the current senior class
as well as the state's top PSAT-10 scores posted the current junior class.
On Wed 5 Sep 2018, junior-high students can wear Order t-shirts and jeans.
On Thu 6 Sep 2018, high-school students can wear House t-shirts and jeans.
Students are not allowed to wear jeans unless they are also wearing their House/Order tshirts. Students who were not issued a House or Order t-shirt, should contact their House
or Order Deans.

Ambassadors Club Pizza Sales. Pizza will be sold during lunch periods on Fridays
throughout the school year. This is one of the club's fundraising efforts for its communityservice projects such as visits to the VA Hospital, respite care, welcoming new students,
etc. Students can purchase pizza by the slice, or whole pizzas.

Skillman Photo Forms. If your student forgot his/her form for picture day today, the
forms may be turned into the office by next Thursday, Sep 6th.

National Junior Honor Society - Candidate Forms. If you received a candidate letter
for National Junior Honor Society and are interested in joining the society, please
complete the form and turn it in to M r. Hultin in Dante Room-119C by Friday,
September 14th . If you have questions please email Mr. Hultin.

Jr-First Lego League Robotics. Teams (Grades K-4) stay tuned for more information
regarding JFLL teams this year in next week's Liberty Common Sense.

Art Department Aprons. The Art Department thanks M rs. Dille for repairing its pottery
aprons over the summer and (even better) for making new ones of her own improved
design. We look forward to using them next semester.

Performing-Arts Calendar Changes. Two changes have been made to the previouslypublished Performing-Arts Calendar:

1. The fall choral and instrumental concerts will be combined into one event on
Thursday, November 1st at 6:30PM.
2. The high-school musical theatre production has been moved to Friday, November
30th and Saturday, December 1st.
The revised schedule can be seen by CLICKING HERE.

Liberty Legacies Volume 3. Ambassadors Club is looking for
students to participate in next year's Liberty Legacies, a book
collection of writings written to tell the stories of those you wish to
honor. Contact Elizabeth Rencher or Ambassadors Club if you
are interested.

2018-2019 Important Dates
Important Dates.
Sep 5 | Open-campus, juniors and seniors
Sep 5 | Junior-high Lyceum, 2:15PM, Colosseum
Sep 6 | Back-To-School Night, LCHS, 6:30PM (parents only)
Sep 6 | High-School Lyceum, 2:15PM, Colosseum
Sep 17 | Public-Information Night, LCHS, 6:30PM
Sep 19 | Open Campus, seniors only
Sep 19 | All-school Character Ed Lyceum, Prudence, 1:56PM, Colosseum
Sep 21 | JH Order Event, 6:30PM, Specifics TBD
Sep 22 | College-Application Work Session, 9AM-12PM, Great Hall
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks)
Sep 24 | Public-Information Night, LCS, 6:30PM
Sep 27 |Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30PM, LCS Teacher Break Room
Oct 12-13 | Homecoming Weekend
Oct 10 | PSAT Test (juniors)
CLICK HERE for school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2018-2019 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
March 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

9th-Hour Clubs/Extra Help. At the end of every day, there is a 30-minute period from
2:45 to 3:15 PM dedicated for students to receive extra help from teachers and/or to
participate in academic extracurricular activities (click here to see the
schedule). Students may choose which club or extra-help session they would like to
attend each day. Some clubs require an extra out-of-school commitment, but others are
offered on a drop-in basis. Students who are not in good academic standing (one or
more grades below 70%, or at a teacher's discretion) are required to attend 9th-hour
extra-help sessions, and will need to submit weekly reports of their 9th-period attendance
to Assistant Principal Kearney. Students leaving early must be off the premises by
2:50 PM. They may not loiter anywhere in the neighborhood, in cars, or on the school
property. Students in good academic standing who choose to leave at 2:45 PM may not
return to LCHS to reenter the school or obtain rides. Students that act inappropriately
while departing early will forfeit this privilege. All students must be out of the school
building by 3:30 PM at the end of the school day unless they are participating in an
adult-sponsored activity.

Skiving Defined. Liberty's ninth-hour options are a great opportunity for students to get
extra help in their studies. Students falling behind in their grades may be required by
their instructors to attend 9th-hour study clubs, or zero-hour (morning) study
sessions. Such students who are required to attend, but fail to show up for these
sessions will be given a conduct violation. The proper term for skipping these
supplemental study sessions is skiving. If you see this new category in a homeward
violation notice, it means your student has skipped something he or she was required to
attend at school. "Skiving" also applies to failures to show up for lunchtime ransom duty
and detentions.

Projects And Assessments Calendar. The Liberty website has a helpful feature for
parents and students. All major upcoming projects and assessments can be seen by
CLICKING HERE.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor

Back-to-School Night College Sessions. Parents of seniors are encouraged to
attend one of two session offered during Back-to-School night. This session is geared
toward parents of seniors to learn about important college/scholarship/financial-aid
deadlines. See you in the Great Hall.
First Session: 5:45- 6:15 pm
Second Session 7:00- 7:30 pm

Senior M andatory M eeting. There is a mandatory meeting for seniors during 9th hour
on September 12th in the Great Hall. Seniors will hear about important application and
scholarship deadlines and upcoming graduation details.
Upcoming College Visits.
Please sign up in Naviance and check for updated list under colleges tab.
Fort Lewis College, Sept 4, 11:05 am
Texas State, Sept 5, 9:25 am
Miami University, Sept 5, 2:00 pm
Northern Arizona University, Sept 11, 10:15 am
University of Oregon, Sept 12, 9:25 am
Hillsdale College, Sept 12, 11:15 am
Colorado Christian College, Sept 13, 10:00 am
Grand Canyon University, Sept 13, 2:00 pm
University of Tennessee, Sept 21, 11:05 am
Western State, CO, Sept 25, 10:15 am
Baylor, Sept 25, 11:05 am
University of Tulsa, Sept 26, 2:45 pm
Whitworth, Sept 28, 1:10 pm
Lipscomb University, Sept 28, 2:45 pm

AST Tip of the Week
Same Time Same Place. As you get used to being back on a routine and everything
seems extra chaotic, a simple way to help yourself be organized is to keep all of your
supplies in one place. This will keep you from wasting time searching for the supplies you
need for a specific assignment. Having a study place with supplies and a study time
every day will get you into a positive and productive study routine.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director

This Week in Jr.-High School Sports:
Cross-Country
Wed, 9/5, 4pm, Away, at Eaton Middle School
Soccer
Wed, 9/5, 4pm, Away at Ft. Lupton
Fri, 9/7, 4pm, Away at Estes Park
7th Volleyball (4-Pack)
Fri, 8/31, 4pm, Home, vs Eaton (Blue Court)
Wed, 9/5, 4pm, Home vs University
8th Volleyball (4-Pack)
Fri, 8/31, 4pm, Home, vs Eaton (Wood Court)
Wed, 9/5, 4pm, Away at University
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves

Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti

This Week In High-School Sports:

Cross Country
Fri, 8/24, 11am, Away, at Norris Penrose Event Center
Sat, 9/8, 8am, Away, at Lyons High School
Volleyball
Tues, 9/4, 5pm, Away, at Aurora Prep
Sat, 9/8, 3pm, Away, at Dawson Tournament (3 varsity games)
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp
Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school colosseum? Contact
Rebecca Finkel.

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty.
CLICK HERE if interested.

Amazon Smile. Earn money
for Liberty while you shop

through Smile.Amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to
support Liberty every time
you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Shop Smarter. Support Liberty. Use
your King Soopers re-loadable gift cards.
Pick one up in the office. 5% goes back
to Liberty Common. If we all made our
cards work together, we could add six
figures to our classroom supply budget.

What Every Liberty Parent Should Know
How Does Liberty’s Funding Compare To Neighborhood
Schools?
By: Joel Goeltl, Treasurer Board of Directors | March, 2015
Liberty Common School receives approximately 85% of the public
funding Poudre School District provides to its “neighborhood”
schools.
Liberty’s primary funding source is the tax dollars allocated annually
by the Colorado Legislature to each school district in the state. This
allocation is called the Per Pupil Revenue (PPR). In accordance with Liberty’s charter
contract, Poudre School District (PSD) forwards the PPR to Liberty for each student
enrolled as determined by the annual October count. This public funding mechanism is
essentially the same for PSD’s neighborhood schools.
In addition to PPR, neighborhood schools also receive... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school
textbook "Good M anners" used in
"Household Science" class of that
day:
“Rule No. 42. Invitation. Ask your

mother if it is all right to invite a house
guest. It is very awkward both for your
mother and for your guest to surprise
your mother by saying, “Jane is
staying all night with me.” In writing an
invitation to stay over night or longer,
your mother must write a note, too,
assuring your friend of her welcome. In
giving the invitation, be sure to state
how long you wish your friend to stay.
Always send your telephone number
to your guest, since some slip in your
arrangements may prevent you from
meeting the train.”

Alumni Update From Mira Gill (LCHS '16), Now
Attending Colorado State University.

Summer of 2018 came to an abrupt end for me, but I cannot help but look back at all that
I have done and how grateful I am that I had wonderful experiences. Allow me to explain.
This June, I traveled to Quito, Ecuador, on a medical mission trip through an organization
called ABroaderView (check it out if you want to volunteer overseas). During this trip, I
was placed in a government-run medical facility in one of the most impoverished parts of
Quito. The people that I treated during this time could not afford better healthcare. Our
medical supplies ran short, we were understaffed, patients were left and right, and yet, I
was as happy as ever. I was happy to be of service to those who could not afford it, I was
happy to see patients smile at my corny jokes, and I was happy to challenge myself by
traveling outside of the US for something so intense. Day in and day out of intense work
made me tired, yet I still had enough energy in me to travel around Ecuador and make
new friends. I felt alive, more so than if I had stayed in the US.
Challenge yourself to go outside of your comfort zone. Shoot for the moon; you will never
reap the rewards of it if you do not try.
This was truly a trip of a lifetime, and now that I have been back for a few months and
school has started, I have fallen into my own routine. I am currently a third-year
biomedical sciences student with high hopes of attending Harvard Medical School. I am
looking forward to a challenging year, and I know many of you are, too. I encourage all of
you to challenge yourselves, and make a plan to achieve your dreams. They really aren’t
as out-of-reach as they may seem. Good luck with this semester, and I look forward to
seeing all of you soon!
Best,

M ira Gill
CSU Class of 2020

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.
Job Openings For LCHS Students. Three LCHS students have worked at The Fort
Collins Breakfast Club and the owner asked us for more stellar employees just like
them. Job duties include greeting guests, cleaning tables, pouring coffee, etc., and
compensates with meal allowances, and good pay ($6.75 plus tips). It’s a fun
workplace. Training provided. Please apply in person (“We want to meet you”) at 121 W.
Monroe Dr., Fort Collins, CO. Ask for Dave the owner.

News Worth Repeating
Autograph Dance. Attention LCHS highschool students (grades 9-12). The
annual Autograph Dance, is tonight
Friday, August 31st from 7:30-10:30 pm in
the Great Hall. This is the first of Liberty's
dances for the year. Tickets cost $5, and
the standard Dance Dress Code rules
apply (see below). If you have any
question find DF house captains Alexia
Armatas and M egan Dille and
Sophomore Rep Isabella Juhl.

Clothing must be in good condition, not tattered, threadbare, frayed, or see-through.
Tops must have sleeves and must cover the shoulders, midriff, undergarments, and
cleavage. Bottoms must be no shorter than three inches above the knee and not
excessively tight. Leggings may not be worn as pants. No yoga pants. No clothing
depicting violence, glorifying death or violence, or drug or alcohol abuse.

Student-Life Events and Announcements. Welcome to the 2018-2019 school
year. Each week in this section, students and parents will find announcements and
updates regarding student-life events run by the House System, Order System, Key
Club, Ambassadors, and many others. In addition to student-life announcements, there
will be information from time to time regarding lyceums, character education, student
policies, fieldtrips, and much, much more. If you have any questions regarding
information posted in this section, please contact the person mentioned in the
announcement, or feel free to Mrs. Kearney directly.

Observe Traffic Laws Around LCHS. If you are dropping off your student on Custer
Dr. please keep the following in mind:
Pull all the way forward in the drop-off lane,
Students should be ready to exit their vehicles when the car is stopped. (This is
not time to sit and talk about what is for dinner or finish homework),
All students should exit the vehicle on the curb side,
If there is a parent that has to get out of the car to help a student with items in the
vehicle, this is not that lane. The student-parking lot would be a better location to
drop off,
No U-Turns,

No jaywalking. (Drivers, don’t promote jaywalking by picking up or dropping off
passengers from the curbside opposite the LCHS property),
Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.
No left turn on Custer Dr., (EB) at Kansas Dr. (NB).
These and other traffic laws are too-frequently ignored during pickup and drop-offs. For
the safety of our students, please adhere to local traffic laws and to our pickup and dropoff guidance. Please CLICK HERE to view it.
If time is required for anything longer than to just drop off a student, consider dropping
students off in the student parking lot (northeast corner of the school). Particularly if
there is a bike, musical instrument, or large student project that is being unloaded. This
location would also be good for beginning drivers with permits that need to change
places with their parent after they get dropped off.

Upcoming Trips
Spring Break 2019- Perú
M rs. Deitrick is leading an 11-day trip to
Perú during spring break 2019 and you
are all invited to come. Perú is a country in
South America known for its natural
beauty and for its rich indigenous culture.
Perú is a must-visit country. Email Mrs.
Deitrick, for more information.

Board of Directors
Upcoming Board Meetings- September 27th, 6:30PM, LCS Teacher Break
Room
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

Board of Directors

Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
STAY CONNECTED
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