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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Flannery O'Connor Week at LCHS
Flannery O’Connor was an American novelist and
short-story writer whose stories are strange and full of
grotesque oddballs, mean-spirited scoffers, and truth.
Best known for her story, “A Good Man is Hard to Find,”
O’Connor’s stories staggered America, and we’re still
reeling from them. Readers of O’Connor are either
troubled or delighted, but all are changed.

Headmaster's Message
Don’t Miss “Night At The Exchange”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Our second-annual, huge, Fall, social gathering for all
Liberty families is scheduled for Mon 12 Sep 2022—
just over one week away—5:00–8:00PM in Old Town
Fort Collins. Everyone in our entire school community
ought to get this event on their calendar and attend.

Last year’s inaugural get-together was an absolute
blast, better than we expected—teachers, kids,
families, music, food, and great weather. It’s the
perfect time of year as everyone is just happy to be
together and to revel in the start of the school year.

I expect the entire 25th-anniversary school year will be
epic. Still, an epigram of ancient Wisdom reminds us the
deliberations of mortals are timid, and unsure are our
plans.
Even with our best-laid intentions, navigating the
variables of any adventure, certainly the journey through a
new school year, requires strong relationships, throngs of
friends, jaunty teammates, and devoted families united in
love for their children.
Such a foundation for academic success is made stronger
and firmer when all Liberty families convene in joyous, edifying leisure. In this way, our
students come to properly understand the supreme importance of education as a
wholesome human endeavor.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Mon 5 Sep 2022 | Labor Day—No School
Fri 9 Sep 2022 | 5:30-8:30PM | JH The Ol’ Freeze-Frame Hoedown | Great Hall
Sat 10 Sep 2022 | 7:30AM | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | LCS Plato Campus to LCHS
Sat 10 Sep 2022 | 9:00-11:30AM | Key Club Car Wash | LCHS
Mon 12 Sep 2022 | 5:00–8:00PM | Liberty Common School Night @ The Exchange
Wed 14 Sep 2022 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors and Juniors
Wed 14 Sep 2022 | 2:00PM | All-School Character-Ed Lyceum: Justice | Colosseum
Mon 19 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCS (Plato Campus)
Mon 26 Sep–Mon 10 Oct 2022 | October Student Count
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | Liberty/College T-shirt/Hoodie Day
Mon 26 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCHS Great Hall
Wed 28 Sep 2022 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors
Wed 28 Sep 2022 | 2:15PM | JH Lyceum | Colosseum
Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 2:15PM | HS Homecoming Pep Rally | Colosseum
Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCHS Acropolis
Sat 1 Oct 2022 | Festival of Ideas | LCHS Great Hall
Fri 7 Oct–Sat 8 Oct 2022 | Homecoming Weekend
LCHS School Calendar
LCHS Event Calendar
Bell schedule and block-day schedule

All-School News

Flashback Friday. Three of our cherished teachers, Cherie Pedersen (2nd grade,
Aristotle campus), Jeff Siener (4th grade, Plato campus), and Dave Lunn
(music/band/orchestra, LCHS) have taught at Liberty Common School since it opened 25
years ago in 1997. Liberty’s 1997–98 budget did not include a band instructor, so 22
eager band students arrived each morning before school for private band class with Mr.
Lunn. Mr. Lunn was paid directly by the students’ parents. These great instructors haven't
changed a bit.

2022–2023 Online Registration. Please complete your student's annual online
registration for the 2022-2023 school year. All families must complete this process, even if
your students have recently enrolled, to ensure our teachers and staff have updated
information and agreement forms. Contact Mrs. McCormick with any questions.

Constitution Day 2022. The Veterans Plaza of Northern Colorado and the Celebrating
Gratitude Campaign have invited Liberty Common School students (all grades) and
families to join in celebrating the blessings of liberty on Constitution Day 2022 – Sat 17
Sep 2022. Constitution Week was established by Congress dedicating September 17-23
as an annual week of observance. President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the
resolution into public law on 2 Aug 1956. Location: Pelican Lakes Resort & Golf Club in
Windsor, CO. Time: 5:30 – 8:00PM. Cost: $25/adult; $10/student for food, beverages, a
reenactment of “It’s 1787,” a keynote presentation by Brian Ivers, USMC (ret), and
student presentations. To register, click here.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community. If you have not previously registered as a volunteer, please
register online. We recommend you do not register using your smartphone or
tablet. Volunteer opportunities will be listed in the Liberty Common Sense as needs arise.

School Illnesses. Please re-read our updated "When to Keep Your Child Home From
School" guidelines. It is important to follow these and keep your student home from
school when they apply, even when inconvenient, to prevent the spread of illness to other
children.

COVID Home-Test Kits. Help keep COVID-19 out of the school. The federal
government will mail eight at-home test kits to your home address. Order online today as
this program ends tonight Fri 2 Sep 2022.

Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11-12, 13-15, and 16-18 are
invited to compete within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely
identified with an American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to
$5,000. Contest information is available online.

"Let Them Play" Capital Campaign Update Video: Plato-Campus Playground

Key Club Car Wash. Next Sat 10 Sep 2022, Key Club is having a car wash to raise
money for Ezra Black and his family, as he continues to battle leukemia. The car wash
will take place in the teacher's parking lot of the high-school from 9:00–11:30AM. The cost
of the car wash is a voluntary donation to support the Black family. All donations are
greatly appreciated. Contact Miah Dannahower with questions.

LCHS News
No Jeans. This coming Tue 6 Sep 2022 is not a jeans day for high-school students.
Please come dressed in normal business-casual attire.

Student Custodians Needed. LCHS is seeking student custodians to help with various
cleaning duties in the evenings Monday-Friday from 3:30-5:30PM. Earn cash. Build
resume. Make LCHS a better place for all. Contact Mr. Elshof if interested.

2022–2023 Yearbooks on Sale. Take advantage of the lowest price of the year and buy
your student’s yearbook today. Purchase personalization and add four free icons. This
offer runs through Fri 9 Sep 2022. Use this link.

CPR-Certified Instructor Needed. If you or someone you know is certified to teach CPR/
AED training, LCHS Health instructor Mr. Russel needs your help. Students in health
class are looking to certify in CPR/ AED this semester and need a qualified instructor to
lead the class. If you have any questions, please reach out to Mr. Russel.

Write Essay, Win Cash. All LCHS students grades 9-12 have been invited by Yale’s
Buckley Program to compete in an essay contest for cash awards. The prompt subject is
economics. Essays between 700–800 words are due by 11:59PM EDT on Sun 23 Oct
2022.

Autograph Dance Pictures Needed: Submit your pictures here.

Weekly Feature
Emergency Exercises
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

All Liberty students practiced navigating typical school-emergency situations last week.
Though rare, real school emergencies are always unplanned, always a surprise,
sometimes tragic.
In the weeks leading up to LCS’s 25th-anniversary school year, the faculty, support staff,
and administrators conducted many hours of training for various emergency scenarios.
Plus, we trained on how to train students for emergency events.
Indeed, over the past two weeks school has been in session, students have been
instructed on how to respond to specific threats, where to move for emergency shelter,
how to quickly evacuate the building, and how to reassemble at designated rallying
points. We practiced, and practiced again.

Mrs. Cooper snapped the nearby photo, last week, during the fire drill at the elementary
(Plato) campus where students mustered at their rally points. I snapped the lower image
after a high-school evacuation drill depicting administrators and staff debriefing the
exercise, and noting opportunities for improvement.
Everyone on all LCS campuses conducted
successful emergency drills. Under the capable
leadership of our building administrators, Mr. Jay
Montez who leads the school’s security team, our
school nurse Mrs. Natalie Dybzinski, our securityteam members, and multiple local emergencyresponse agencies that consult Liberty, our
students on all campuses can expect additional
drilling and practices throughout the school year.
Liberty students take these exercises seriously and seem to understand the prudent
necessity of being ready for unlikely events we intend never to occur. They also seem to
appreciate just how much effort, planning, care, and love their instructors devote to
undertaking the school’s emergency preparations.

Assistant Principal's Message—Mrs. Kearney
The Ol’ Freeze-Frame Hoedown. Calling all cowboys,
cowgirls, sheriffs, and outlaws! The Order of Camelot will be
hosting the first junior-high dance of the school year on Fri 9
Sep 2022 from 5:30–8:30PM. The theme is “Western,” so

dress your best and head on down to the Hoedown (FreeDress-Day rules apply). The event will take place outside
on Ricketts Piazza and the Circus Agonalis. Take a photo
with your friends at the ol’ west photo booth, then try your
luck at cornhole and other yard games. There will be snacks
and, of course, the most raucous dance floor this side of the
Rockies. Y’all won’t want to miss the country line dance
taught by Lord Wallace. Tickets will be $5 at the door. See
you there, partner.

Assistant Principal's Message—Dr. Robinson
ASVAB. LCHS is hosting an administration of the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery (ASVAB) on Thu 29 Sep 2022 at 3:00PM. The ASVAB is a timed multi-aptitude
test, which is given at over 14,000 schools and Military Entrance Processing Stations
(MEPS) nationwide, and is developed and maintained by the Department of Defense. It is
especially useful for those considering a career in the armed forces, but any interested
students (grades 10–12) are invited to participate. To register, contact Mrs. MacKenna.

PSAT/NMSQT. All 11th–grade students will take the PSAT/NMSQT during the school day
on 12 Oct 2022. Registration is automatic and no action is required for juniors. This
important test is both excellent practice for the SAT and serves as the official qualifying
exam for the National Merit Scholarship program.

PSAT Order Link. Younger students may take the PSAT/NMSQT for a $20 registration
fee. Taking the exam early is primarily for practice. Students younger than 11th-grade are
not eligible to earn the National Merit Scholarship. If you are interested in your child taking
the PSAT, please sign-up no later than Mon 19 Sep 2022. Space for non-juniors is
limited. Contact Mrs. MacKenna with any questions.

College Counselor's Message—Mrs. Campbell
Lord of the Rankings. Check out this insightful podcast about college rankings. For 30
years, US News & World Report has been using a secret formula to rank the best colleges
and universities in the United States. As a public service to listeners, the podcast's hosts
hack the algorithm and discover the secret of the rankings game.

Colleges and Universities Visiting LCHS Next Week. All visits are held in the Pnyx
Room (College Center). Students can stop by and pick up a pass if they would like to
attend. CLICK HERE for a list of upcoming visits.

37th-Annual Northern Colorado Out-Of-State College Fair | Tue 27 Sep 2022 | 6:00–
7:00PM | Poudre High School; 201 S Impala Dr, Fort Collins, CO 80542. Download the
event flyer.

Athletics
Wrestling Interest Meetings. Liberty is offering two new teams
this winter season, Men’s Wrestling and Women’s Wrestling. For
any men or women interested in wrestling this year, we will have
an interest meeting during 9th-Hour on Wed 7 Sep 2022 in the
Stoa. We will discuss the pre-season and season calendar as
well as answer questions about the sport.

For anyone interested in joining us for a morning Strength-and-Conditioning program, we
will have a meeting during 9th-Hour on Thu 8 Sep 2022 in the Stoa. We will discuss the
calendar and expectations. Please see Mr. Russel with questions.

Another Season in the Saddle. Kade Kreikemeier,
an LCHS senior, just competed in the first leg of the
Colorado cycling league’s high-school mountain-bike
races. He was the varsity winner for the Platte region
last Sunday. He is looking to improve upon an already
stellar podium finish from last season.

Hometown Tickets. We will be offering e-tickets this year through lceagles.com. You
can find scheduled events and purchase your tickets before you arrive. Season passes
are also available. Free events are listed on the website and do not require a ticket.

Eagle Weekly. The latest edition of the Eagle Weekly releases today. Be sure
to subscribe to be notified when a new edition is posted. You can also find posts and upto-date information at lceagles.com.

Academic Support Team Support Tip of the Week
AST Website. Students and parents with questions about how to succeed at LCHS
should check out the AST’s website. Find helpful links, presentations, and other
resources about what newcomers should expect and how returning students can improve
their study skills, reading habits, and more.

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for income-earning opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely, and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Every Family A Donor
How to Give to Liberty. To see current giving opportunities, you can always
visit giving.libertycommon.org. There you can donate toward current crowdfunding
campaigns, the General Fund, the Mariya Garland Scholarship Fund, and more.

Night at The Exchange | Mon 12 Sep 2022. Join all
Liberty families from all campuses to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of our excellent school at The Exchange in
Old Town Fort Collins. Drop in any time between 5:00
—8:00PM to enjoy delicious food and drinks, socialize
with others in the courtyard, play some cornhole, pick
up 25th-anniversary swag, and enjoy live music. A

portion of your food and beverage purchase will be
donated to our excellent school. Don’t miss this casual
and joy-filled evening.

Alumni Update
From Hannah Schoenig, LCHS ‘19, Anti-Trafficking
Support Worker in Mexico
Dear loved ones,
I'm excited to report that I have the opportunity to stay
in Oaxaca through the end of my commitment with
Avance in August. My plan was to be back in Mexico
City helping with the summer program as I did last
year, but they no longer had this need and I feel I am
much more useful in ministry here in Oaxaca. I
continue to serve with the jewelry ministry that employs
vulnerable women (Amanecer) and the ministry to
women in situations of prostitution (Girasol). Read on for a few recent stories.

Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
Openings For Enrollment. There are still openings for enrollment at Liberty Common
School for the 2022–2023 academic year. If you know a family that may be interested in
attending Liberty, please encourage them to reach out to staff or attend an upcoming
Public-Information Night. We are currently accepting lottery submissions for all grades.

Strategic Plan. The Liberty Common School Board of
Directors adopted a new strategic plan that looks
toward the next five years of the institution’s future. This
document serves as a blueprint for success and
outlines the intentionality the school brings to its
mission.

Eagle Wear. LCHS is proud to introduce an online site for ordering clothing to display
your school spirit. The deadline to order is Mon 4 Sep 2022 for delivery in time for the Fri
23 Sep 2022 Liberty t-shirt day.

We’re On Instagram. Liberty Common School is on
Instagram. Follow us at @libertycommonschool. The
student-life page has now been changed to
@libertycommonstudents.

9th-Hour Clubs/Extra Help. At the end of every school day, there is a 30-minute period
from 2:45-3:15PM dedicated for students to receive extra help from teachers and/or to
participate in academic extracurricular activities. Students may choose which club or
extra-help session to attend each day. Some clubs require an extra out-of-school
commitment, but others are offered on a drop-in basis. Students who are not in good
academic standing (one or more grades below 70%, or at a teacher's discretion) are
required to attend 9th-Hour extra-help sessions, and will need to submit weekly reports of
their 9th-period attendance to Assistant Principal Kearney. Students leaving early must
be off the premises by 2:50PM. They may not loiter anywhere in the neighborhood, in
cars, or on school property. Students in good academic standing who choose to leave at
2:45PM may not return to LCHS to reenter the school or obtain rides. Students who act
inappropriately while departing early will forfeit this privilege. All students must be out of
the school building by 3:30PM at the end of the school day unless they are participating in
an adult-sponsored activity.

Pastry Club. Create beautiful and delicious food. Join the High-School Pastry Club with
Mrs. McAllister. Learn to make pasta from scratch, decorative pie crusts, cake balls,
French pastries, and crepes. Meets on several Tuesdays from 3:30–4:30PM in
Washington Hall (Room 201). There is a $25 club fee and most materials are included.
Email Mrs. McAllister to sign up. Spots are limited.

Student Pick-Up. Please be respectful of our neighbors surrounding the school, and do
not block access and driveways to residential properties when waiting to pick up your
students.

Absences/Tardy Arrivals and Leaving During the School Day. The front office
requires notification from a parent/guardian, via a phone call, written note, or e-mail, if
your student will be absent or leaving school during the day. All students entering or
leaving school, aside from the usual entrance and dismissal times, must sign in or out
through the front office. Clarification for whether an absence or tardy is excused or
unexcused is outlined in the LCHS Student/Parent Handbook.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Sat 10 Sep 2022. The annual Liberty-to-Liberty 5K kicks off at
7:30AM at LCS (Plato Campus). The theme is "Wildlife Stampede." Runners are
encouraged to dress up as their favorite animal. There will be a costume contest for the
best outfit. All event proceeds will go to our beloved alumnus, Ezra Black, in his battle
against leukemia. Download the registration form here and pay online. Please
contact DG House Dean, Mrs. Karr, with questions.

Festival of Ideas | Sat 1 Oct 2022 | 8:30AM–
3:00PM | Liberty Common High School | Visit the
Festival of Ideas event page for an event
schedule, list of speakers, and register to attend.

Lunch Information. If you are interested in utilizing the Wholesome Food-Services Lunch
Program, please register online. Service will begin Tue 6 Sep 2022. If you are in need of
assistance with providing lunch for your child, please contact your school administration
office to discuss options that might be available to you.

Upcoming Trips
England Trip 2023. Enrollment is now open to join Mr.
Tullius on an LCHS trip to London, Bristol, Manchester, and
more. The itinerary is set for early June 2023. Find out more
here, or email Mr. Tullius.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 179. Upon Leaving. When the waiter hands you the
bill, look at it to be sure the charge is right. Notice if you are to
give the money to the waiter for the bill, or if the bill is to be
paid to the cashier at the door.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2022 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Mon 5 Sep 2022 | Labor Day
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Acropolis at LCHS
Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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