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ETIAM NVNC (EVEN NOW)
Class of 2022 School Motto
Next week is Aaron Copland week at LCHS.
Aaron Copland was one of the most important figures in American
music during the second quarter of the twentieth century, both as a
composer and as a spokesman who was concerned about making
Americans aware of the importance of music. He won the Pulitzer
Prize for music in 1945.

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

Fiddling With Tradition
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Everyone associated with our excellent school should become familiar with its history. It
explains so much about our institutional character and how Liberty traditions keep our
students on a path to academic success and virtuous maturity.
Today’s Liberty Common Sense edition launches the
first in an annual series of columns recounting the
school’s history. Such traditions are important.
Particularly for children, celebrating successful
accomplishments of those who went before eases
trepidation and turns anxious transitions into cheerful
milestones. The best of these milestones should be
well marked by excellent traditions.
Tevye, the main character in the musical Fiddler On
The Roof, puts it this way, “You may ask, ‘Why do we stay up there (on a roof like a
fiddler) if it’s so dangerous?’ Well, we stay because Anatevka is our home. And how do
we keep our balance? That I can tell you in one word: tradition!”
Tevye goes on, “You may ask, ‘How did this tradition get started?’ I’ll tell you! I don’t
know. But it’s a tradition… and because of traditions… every one of us knows who he is
and what God expects him to do.”
Liberty’s history, and its traditions, should be understood, embraced, and celebrated
boldly. After 24 years, we’ve charted quite a revolutionary expedition. Our traditions do
indeed help everyone maintain balance along our institutional and lifelong journeys.

2021-2022 Important Dates
Nov 15-Nov 20 | Canned-Food Drive.
Nov 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Nov 19 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Nov 19-21 | HS Play | Fri 7:00PM, Sat 7:00PM, Sunday 2:00PM | LCS
Performance Hall.
Nov 23 | Grandparent's Day | 12:00PM-1:20PM | Via Teleconference.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break, No School.
Nov 30 | Roundtable Discussion | 8th-Grade Parents | 6:30PM | Stoa.
Dec 1 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | Colosseum.
Dec 1 | Roundtable Discussion | 8th-Grade Parents | 8:00AM | Stoa.
Dec 2 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 2 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 2-4 | JH Musical | Thu 7:00PM, Fri 7:00PM, Sat 2:00PM & 7:00PM | LCS
Performance Hall.
Dec 6 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 7 | Choral Holiday Concert | 6:30PM | Great Hall.
Dec 9 | Holiday Instrumental Concert | 6:30PM | Colosseum.
Dec 10 | LCHS Free-Dress Day.
Dec 15 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Dec 15-17 | 1st-Semester Finals | Early Dismissal or Study Hall each day at 2:00PM.
Dec 16 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 17 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Dec 17 | Q2/S1 Ends.

Dec 17 | All-School Lyceum/Talent Show | 12:05PM-1:50PM.
Dec 17 | Early Dismissal | 2:00PM Release.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE for upcoming events and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
FOI Videos. The Festival of Ideas videos are now posted on YouTube for your enjoyment.
Make sure to take notes on the presentation by our keynote speaker, Mr. Jonathan
Gregg of Hillsdale College, on Annie Dillard. Then, savor the conversation between our
keynote and four of our top-notch speakers from this year's festival: Mr. Jared Dybzinski,
Mr. Trent Kramer (Headmaster Ascent Classical Academy), and Mrs. Tracy Nichols.

Grandparents Day Fast Approaching. Student, parents,
grandparents: Please make sure grandparents of LCS
students have Tuesday, 23 November on their
calendars. Plans for Grandparents Day 2021 entail a
virtual format. All grandparents will be able to connect with
their grandkid’s classrooms and get a direct glimpse into
how grand-scholars spend their schooldays, what they’re
learning, and whose guiding them along their academic
journey. Note the timeframes for teleconference
interaction: Elementary-school presentations (grades k-6)
begin at 9:00AM. High-school presentations (grades 7-12) begins at 12:00PM. Links to the
Zoom events can be accessed by visiting our website, libertycommon.org, and clicking
on the Grandparents Day event at the top of the page.

School Open As Planned. The Poudre School District has announced plans to close its
schools on Monday November 22nd and Tuesday the 23rd due to its inability to supply
sufficient classroom instructors leading up to Thanksgiving. Please know Liberty Common
School’s instructional capacity is unaffected by this announcement. Both of our campuses
will be open on these days as planned, and will maintain the school’s existing published
instructional calendar. If there are any questions, please feel free to reach out to the
school’s administration.”

School Portrait Make-up Days. On December 3rd and 4th, a local photographer will
have make-up-photo day. Please email for more information. Location is Skillman
Photography 818 E. Elizabeth, Fort Collins.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices

Patriotism Lyceum. Mr. John Castillo, father to the late American hero, Kendrick
Castillo, delivered powerful remarks to the LCHS student body during the charactereducation Lyceum on Wed 10 Nov 2021. He spoke about Kendrick's patriotic love for his
classmates and teachers. Kendrick, a high-school senior, gave his life defending them
during a school shooting on May 7, 2019 at the STEM School in Highlands Ranch,
CO. CLICK HERE to watch the video. The junior-high and high-school Capstone Awards
were also presented to Elisa Williams (LCHS Class of 2026) and Miah Dannahower
(LCHS Class of 2023) respectively. These are two of Liberty Common's finest students.
Congratulations to both students!

2022 Poetry Competition. The Society of
Classical Poets is holding a competition for highschool students. You may enter up to three
poems on any topic. The poems should total 108
lines or less. Grand prize is $1,000 and deadline
is Dec 31st, 2021. CLICK HERE for more
information.

Vision And Hearing 2021. LCS School Nurse Mrs.
Dybzinski thanks the following people for all their help in
another successful vision-and-hearing screening: Tiffany
Burgess, Michalla MacKenna, UNC audiologist Erinn
Jimmerson and her audiology students. Parent
volunteers: Rachel Blunk, Tarryn Farrell, Kelli Carter,
Andrea Irish, Claire Tullius, Michelle Bassett, Kim
Arnett, Shirley Gabel, and Jenn Stalcup. If your student
was screened and did not pass, you will receive a referral
in the mail. If you do not receive anything from us, this
means they passed. If you have any questions or would
like confirmation, please email Mrs. Dybzinski.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed two new cases of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus, one student and one staff member, and two new cases at the elementary-school
campus. Parents and guardians of individual students determined to have been in
possible contact with the ill person(s) will be contacted by the Liberty Common
School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health & Environment as
appropriate.

Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID

information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part One of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders persevered to make
our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next five weeks, we will run "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer,
Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as
we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we
have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. Maureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
Liberty Common Elementary School first opened its
doors in September of 1997, but the story of The
Liberty Common School dates back much further.
In the early 1990s, true educational choice was nonexistent in Poudre School District. Parents without
resources for private school sent their children to
neighborhood schools. Nebulous curricula were
largely determined by individual classroom teachers, leading to gaps and repetition in
student learning. Dissatisfied, small groups of parents began to read, research, and meet
throughout PSD in search of better options.
One young couple, with a seemingly insatiable interest in education issues, emerged with
a solution. After months of research, Dr. Randy Everett and his wife, Ruth Ann, identified
several fundamental elements they believed most parents desired in their children’s
schooling:
Parental choice in education
A core curriculum of specific content knowledge
Solid, content-driven skill instruction
Teaching the values of a democratic society
School-based management
Randy and Ruth Ann took their message on the road, placing
advertisements in the local paper, and speaking in living rooms
and meeting halls throughout the county. Soon, hundreds of
parents had joined the cause.
In the spring of 1993, Dr. Everett submitted a proposal to the
PSD Board of Education to establish an Elementary School of
Choice organized around the Core Knowledge Sequence. The
educational community fought the proposal with gusto. District
teachers testified before the school board, pronouncing the Core
Knowledge Sequence too difficult to teach or learn. In spite of this
strong opposition, the school board approved the request, and the

Washington Core Knowledge School opened with 125 students that fall. This progressive
episode in PSD’s history is documented on pages 62-63 of The Schools We Need by E.D.
Hirsch.
Washington Core Knowledge School flourished. Parents painted the run-down school
building and gathered curriculum resources. Courageous teachers joined the team, and
students began to outperform their peers at neighborhood schools. In two years,
enrollment had nearly doubled, and the waiting list numbered in the hundreds.
To meet this high demand, the school board allowed Washington Core to further increase
enrollment and move into a portion of the old Fort Collins High School building. In a
monumental construction effort led by parent volunteer Carol Christ, the high school
building was converted to an elementary school over the summer of 1995. Things were
going well for Washington Core, or so it seemed.
The school district notified Washington Core that its two-year pilot program had
ended. Faculty would now be determined by the district, rather than the school’s parent
board. Sadly, the district immediately fired two teachers, replacing them with “tenured
excess” teachers from within PSD.
The founding parents were dismayed. How could the school retain its integrity, if PSD
brought in teachers who were not committed to the school’s curriculum? Fortunately, the
Colorado legislature had provided an answer – the Charter Schools Act.
TO BE CONTINUED….

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

Canned-Food Drive. The annual LCHS Canned-Food
Drive begins next Monday, November 15th, and runs
through Saturday, November 20th at 11AM. Contributions
will be donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. This
year, we will be collecting the most needed items
on Monday through Friday that you can find listed below.
On Saturday, Nov 20th, we will be collecting all the rest of
the food items from 9AM until 11:00AM for the Houses in
the student parking lot and for the Orders in the staff
parking lot. Please help us make this year's largest
donation ever. If you have any questions, please contact
Order Director Deitrick or House Director Salehi.

Junior-High Fall Festival. The Order of Atlantis is inviting all JH
students to attend a fall festival this Saturday, November 13th from
12 to 3PM. Come join your Order mates for games, food, and fun.
Compete in flag football, spike-ball, and a pumpkin chuck. Freedress-day standards apply, but please dress warmly. All activities
will be outside. The cost is $7.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

On-Time AP Registration Closed. If your child did not register for an AP exam during the
registration period but is now interested in taking it, please see Mrs. Mackenna for lateregistration details. Late fees, assessed by CollegeBoard, will be added to the normal
exam fee.

New Junior-High Elective Approved. Junior-high-school
students can look forward to another elective option starting
next year. The LCS Board has approved "The Science of
Science Fiction," sponsored by Mrs. Jean Bradley. By her
description, "Science in Science Fiction is a one-semester
class discovering the wonder that can be found traveling
20,000 leagues under the sea in a submarine, in rockets that
take us to Mars, and in the laboratory and investigations of
Sherlock Holmes. This class will read excerpts from the works
of Jules Verne, Ray Bradbury, H.G. Wells and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle to investigate the science of submarines, marine
life, rockets, space travel, and crime-scene forensics."

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

College Rankings. They have as many
critics as there are reasons to be critical
of them. The time has come to take a
closer look at how to use rankings and
data in a smart, responsible way. We’ll
explore the issue on Ranksgiving: Data
and the College Search, a presentation of

the College Guidance Network and CGN
School on Thursday November 18th at
7:30PM ET. You’ll hear from best-selling
author and Revisionist History podcast
host, Malcolm Gladwell, and Bob Morse,
creator of the US News rankings. Register
Here.

Class of 2023. Thank you to all who attended the College-Planning Night for juniors.
To schedule your junior meeting please click here. Students and parents are encouraged
to attend together so we can discuss potential colleges, scholarships, and post-graduate
plans that meet your academic and affordability needs. Presentation slides available
here.

Colleges and Universities Visiting LCHS Next Week:
All visits are held in the College Center. Students can stop by and pick
up a pass.
Tuesday, November 16th
11:05AM -- Colorado State University.
Wednesday, November 17th
12:20PM -- California Polytechnic State University - San Luis Obispo.

Alumni Update From Mady Allen LCHS ’16, Now
Launching Her New Insurance Career.

If you need insurance, we know the perfect new agent. LCHS alumna Mady Allen (LCHS
Class of 2016) graduated, this year, from Colorado State University in Fort Collins, CO,
and promptly launched a career in the insurance industry.

The nearby photo depicts Mady and her mom LCS 6th-grade instructor Mrs. Jenna Allen
celebrating Mady’s CSU Graduation Day. The accompanying note she sent to
Headmaster Schaffer makes for an excellent Alumni Update.
“Good afternoon Mr. Schaffer! I am writing to you sitting in my new office at Allstate
Insurance!! I recently graduated from Colorado State University with my Bachelors in
communications and a minor in history.
“The feeling of finally graduating college is unmatched. I just recently acquired my
insurance license and I am so excited to grow in this new skill and work environment.
“I feel blessed to have been able to get an education from Liberty! It has served me well in
life so far, even in ways that I have not been able to see.
“I need to come visit soon! And if you or anyone you know needs anything insurance-wise,
you know who to call! I am at the Corey Voggesser Agency in Loveland off of Garfield!
“I hope this finds you well and in good health. Thankful for you and all you have done!
“Sincerely,
Mady Allen (Class of 2016)”
Go Rams!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Academic Support Team
Tip Of The Week

2nd Quarter is Underway. First semester is officially half over, and keeping up a good
routine is essential for success. Check PowerSchool weekly, take care of missing
assignments quickly, and use 9th hour to stay in touch with teachers and seek out
help. There are many resources at your disposal, so never be afraid to ask for help sooner
than later.
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Do Liberty Students Do So Much Reading?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
Most American schools dedicate several hours each week to
“literacy.” A majority of time is spent teaching children the
fundamentals of reading strategies, such as making inferences,
predicting, classifying, and “looking for the main idea.” The purpose of
these exercises is to bolster test scores, independent of real
knowledge. In contrast, Liberty… (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 157. Visiting. It is a bad habit
for boys to collect in front of a pool-hall
and comment on passers by. Girls are not
expected to notice such a group, to see if
some friend is there. Girls need not speak
to a boy lounging before a pool-hall or
smoke-shop.
“Girls should avoid long visits with boys on the street.
”If a boy wishes to speak to a girl, he raises his hat and asks if he may walk with
her. By doing this, they may visit without attracting the attention of other people on
the street.
“Boys, do not rough-house on the street. Reserve your gymnastics for other times
and places." (to be continued)

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Weekend Busser Job Opening. The owner of The Breakfast Club asked if we have any
LCHS students looking for some weekend income. The restaurant needs a weekend
busser. A handful of LCHS students have worked there in the past. In his recent email
prompting this notice, Dave the owner wrote, “You’ve always sent over great kids.” Apply
in person at the restaurant – 121 W. Monroe Dr., in Fort Collins.

News Worth Repeating
HS Theatre Production. Come see the Liberty Theatre
Company's production of Arthur Miller's The Crucible.
Show dates include November 19, 20, and 21. Get your
tickets online here. Please note that this show has mature
themes and content; parental discretion is advised. One
online review gives the following description:
The Crucible is taught in high schools throughout the
country, and is generally regarded as a masterpiece of the
American theatre. It is suitable for all general audiences
and children aged 10 and over. Children under ten might
be frightened by certain scenes and thematic elements of
the story. If it were a movie, The Crucible would be rated
“PG” or “PG-13” for strong thematic elements.

Eagle Wear. Order your Eagle Wear today to support school spirit. CLICK HERE to place
an order. The deadline to order is November 21st.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitute teachers resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you
are interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the
school’s operations department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS
community, please pass this information along. Thank you.

Donations Needed. The high-school Key Club is running
Necessities November from starting on November 8th
through November 19th. We are looking for donations of
toothpaste, tooth brushes, razors, shaving cream,
deodorant, feminine-hygiene products (tampons, pads)
and general-hygiene products. Students may bring these
donations and drop them in the buckets placed around the
school. Key Club will pack them to donate to the Salvation
Army on Saturday 20th, at the end of the Canned-Food Drive.

Key Club Fundraiser. Liberty’s high-school Key Club is
selling the famous Eileen’s frosted cookies, every
Tuesday, at both junior-high and high-school lunches. The
cookie booth will be located in the Great Hall, the corner
closest to the front office. Cookies will be just $1. The
money will help the club fund future service projects and
events.

8th-Grade Parents Roundtables. Liberty administrators are hosting roundtable
discussions for 8th-grade parents. These informal meetings provide an opportunity to
discuss the transition from junior high to high school at LCHS. These events are great
opportunities to get any questions answered before signing the Intent-to-Return form for
9th grade. Please join us for either session: Tuesday, November 30, 6:30PM, or
Wednesday, December 1, 8:00AM.

6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2028 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents
Night on Thursday, December 2 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great
Hall. High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information
regarding the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common
Junior High. This will be a good opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on March 11, will be
geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day will be forthcoming.

Student Mental-Health Help. The State of Colorado is making free mental-health
services available to assist parents seeking help for their children. If interested, visit the
I Matter platform to take a confidential online survey and schedule sessions with a
licensed behavioral health clinician. All Colorado youth ages 18 or younger (or up to 21 if
receiving special-education services) are eligible.

Athletics. Here are the high-school seasons Liberty Common offers for the winter season.
Please contact athletics@libertycommon.org or the specific coach if you have any
questions:
Women’s Basketball; Coach Jake Guzman, jguzman@libertycommon.org
Men’s Basketball; Coach Malik Brooks, mbrooks@libertycommon.org
Women’s Swimming; Coach Rob Huey, rhuey@libertycommon.org

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.

Junior-High Letter Jackets. Junior-high letterman jackets are available for purchase.
Find the online store HERE, and athletes will be receiving their letters and patches at the
conclusion of each season. Many junior-high academic awards come with patches and
pins to adorn the jackets, as well.

Yearbook Photos Needed. The Yearbook Committee needs your photos. Please share
your summer travels, fall adventures, and sports photos by submitting them here.

Free After-School Tutoring. LCHS instructors are
available for after-school tutoring in one-on-one or
small-group settings. Currently available subjects
include prealgebra, algebra 1, geometry, algebra 2,
Spanish 1, biology, and CCP. We may add more
subjects in the coming weeks. There is no charge for
LCS students. This kind of professional tutoring might
cost hundreds of dollars through an outside service, but is covered due to temporary thirdparty funding made available to LCS. To schedule a time for your first session, please
contact Dr. Robinson.

Yearbook Update. The 2021-2022 yearbook is on sale. CLICK HERE to order your copy
today.

Volunteering At LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smart phone iPad.

Upcoming Trips
Spring Break 2022- Costa Rica. This spring-break trip is one
you cannot miss. Please contact Mrs. Deitrick for questions.

Music, Mountains, Chocolate. Travel to the alpine world of
Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of
this fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during Spring Break of
2022. This trip is open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS
alumni. Email Mr. Lunn if interested. There are a few spots still
available. Act now.

Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you
can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. Email Mr. Seiple with any questions.

England Trip 2023. Enrollment is now open to join Mr. Tullius
on an LCHS trip to London, Bristol, Manchester, and more. The
itinerary is set for early June 2023. Find out more here, or
email Mr. Tullius.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048

Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- November 18th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty



