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ETIAM NVNC (EVEN NOW)
Class of 2022 School Motto
Next week is Francis Bacon week at LCHS.
Francis Bacon was an English scientist, philosopher, and
statesman. Born in 1561, Bacon would later discover and popularize
the scientific method, whereby the laws of science are discovered by
gathering and analyzing data from experiments and observations,
rather than by using logic-based arguments. Bacon wrote History of
Life and Death, a long treatise on medicine. He is considered the
“father of the experimental philosophy” and “the father of the scientific
method,” a label first bestowed upon him by his contemporary,
Voltaire.

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness,
and Patience.
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
An important time for families, the national Christmas holiday heralds revolutionary events
profound enough to bring together people of all faiths, origins, and persuasions. Our
students are anxious to get on with the celebrations, and today marks the start of all that.
Truly, it’s a magnificent season in the vibrant
life of our excellent school. Liberty Common
School families make the school a blessed
place for students fortunate to be educated
here. In return, I wish only the happiest
Christmas blessings upon all families united in
the revolutionary cause of our public-education
mission.
Yes, it’s been a harrowing 17 weeks of inperson education and navigating a pandemic
replete with the sharp elbows and barbs that
have come along with it. We’ve pushed our
students steadily, and asked Liberty families for a lot in the way of forbearance and
support (please see our year-end fundraising appeal below!).
I hope the coming weeks of family time and celebration incline the affections of our school
community with heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience that we
might bear with one another and forgive one another – that we put on love, which is the
bond of perfection.
May the spirit of Christmas prevail in our hearts and unify all Liberty families in peace –
that our school would be disposed toward proper gratitude sufficient to carry us,
courageously, through a new year whole. Merry Christmas everyone!

Every Family A Donor
”Let Them Play!" Fundraising
Initiative. Liberty Common School’s
parent-led Board of Directors invites
you to contribute to its “Let Them
Play!" fund drive. We’ve always
regarded physical education as an
absolute necessity for proper
formation of children. Polishing our
school’s classical orientation in
physical education and sports is a
renewed area of emphasis for us as
it provides tremendous opportunities
to grow in knowledge and to practice
virtue.

The objective is to accomplish a trio of specific facilities improvements: a new elementary
playground, lights at Everett Field, and elementary-gym improvements. Bundled together,
this constitutes our "Let Them Play!” fundraising initiative.
Our goal is to secure donations of at least $250,000. Now is the time for you to join us by
making a generous donation. We are grateful for many generous donors who have
already contributed, and we’re counting on many more to help us guarantee our school’s
excellent trajectory. Read more about this initiative, track the progress of our efforts, and
give online today BY CLICKING HERE.

Alternate Contribution Options. For more information about how to contribute stock,
estate proceeds, or take advantage of matching gifts from your employer, email our
fundraising team HERE.

Donation Tax Savings. Federal CARES Act charitable-donation tax incentives have been
extended for 2021. In some cases, donors are able claim a deduction of 100% of their
Adjusted Gross Income. Donations to the school on or before Thursday, December
31st may trigger significant tax savings for you. Please speak with your financial advisor
for specifics and take advantage of this opportunity by giving today.

2021-2022 Important Dates
Dec 17 | Q2/S1 Ends.
Dec 17 | All-School Lyceum/Talent Show | 12:05PM-1:50PM.
Dec 17 | Early Dismissal | 2:00PM Release.
Jan 3 | Q3/S2 begins.
Jan 4 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 3:25PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 4 | Town-Hall/Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCS elementary.
Jan 5 | JH Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 6 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 6 | Senior-Scholarship & Next-Steps Event | 6:30PM | Great Hall.
Jan 10 | Legio XIII | 6:00PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 11 | Town-Hall/Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 11 | Geography Bee | 3:30PM | LCS Gym.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 19 | All-school Lyceum | Senior Speakout | 2:20PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 20 | Winter-Sports Pep Rally | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 27 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Jan 28 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE for upcoming events and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Christmas Vacation. LCHS’s annual
Christmas vacation break begins today at
2:00PM and runs through Monday, January
3rd, 2022 at 7:45AM. We hope everyone

enjoys some restful downtime, a blessed
holiday season, and a prosperous New
Year. See you again in January.

Caravaggio’s “Nativity with St. Francis and
St. Lawrence” 1609.

Public-Info/Town-Hall Nights. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to
Liberty (either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and
philosophy? Attend a regular Public-Information/Town-Hall Nights on Tuesday Jan 4th
from 6:30PM-8:30PM at Liberty Common elementary school, or/and Tuesday Jan 11th
from 6:30-8:30PM at the high school. These are interactive presentations for all parents
wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, why we do what we do, and
how the school envisions its forward pathway. These gatherings are intended for parents
of LCS students, and for hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades k
– 11. For the latter, attending one of these presentations secures "upper-tier" status for the
next open-enrollment spots.

Christmastide Carols. Members of the LCS
junior-high choir journeyed back to familiar
elementary-classroom settings to share dulcet
joy with younger scholars who follow in their
Liberty footsteps. Hopefully, the impressive
demonstration of choral skills and euphonious
tones will prompt lots of youngsters to
consider pursuing choir electives upon
entering the 7 th grade. Instructor Mr. Andrew
Wallace directed the performances. The
stunning beauty of mellifluous harmonies and
classical hymns definitely registered an impression. Lots of elementary students now look
forward to the chance, one day, to add their voices to this awesome choir.

Hearing, Vision Appointments. If your child received a referral for vision or hearing
concerns in November, please consider making an appointment over Christmas break (if
you haven’t done so already). Don’t let this important matter linger as it relates directly to
classroom learning. If you have any questions, concerns, or need guidance on applying for
financial assistance, please email our school nurse, Natalie.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices
Holiday Fun. Thank you so very much to everyone who
donated cookies, drinks, and burritos from The Matador
Restaurant to the high-school staff for finals week. They
were all delicious and we thoroughly enjoyed the
wonderful spread. Big "thank you" to LCHS Volunteer
Coordinator Mrs. Kellie Kreikemeier who coordinated a
week of teacher-appreciation gestures.

Write Essay, Win $7,500+. Enter the Bill of Rights Institute's 2022 “We the Students
Essay Contest” for a shot at a grand prize of $7,500 and a scholarship to the
Constitutional Academy summer program in Washington, DC. Plus, there are other super
enticing runner-up awards. Deadline for submissions is April 15, 2022. This year's
question is: How does an understanding of natural rights and respect build a free
society? Details and submission instructions HERE.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. There are no known new COVID-19 cases to report at either Liberty
Common School campus. Parents and guardians of individual students determined to
have been in possible contact with an ill person will be contacted by the Liberty Common
School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health & Environment as
appropriate.

Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

Headmaster's Message
Mr. Bob Schaffer

Liberty People In Action
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
It’s my turn in the staff rotation to write the “long column” for today’s newsletter. So, if a
picture is worth a thousand words, then I’ve composed around 100,000 words to share
with readers of this, the last Liberty Common Sense of 2021.
Truly, I devoted many hours this
week walking into classrooms,
observing our professional instructors
and staff on the job, and snapping
iPhone pics of our Liberty people in
action. The images say far more than
I possibly could about our wonderful

educators who do whatever it takes
for the academic wellbeing of Liberty
Common School students – both
campuses.
Looking back, the 2021 pandemic
year has revealed many blessings
associated with the people I get to
work with. As the school’s
headmaster, I am blown away by the
competence, professionalism, and
devotion of Liberty Common School’s
entire crew.
Our classroom instructors, teacher assistants,
support staff, and administrators are brilliantly
carrying out the most important patriotic mission in
all of America. It’s an enormous gift to all Liberty
families, especially our students.
What they are accomplishing, in partnership with
parents of 1,200 students, is astounding. Their
ethos of “improvise, adapt, overcome, and love” has
become a galvanizing statement underscoring the
Homeric things they are doing to ensure their
students thrive.
It’s a courageous statement their students themselves
internalize, will remember; and in their crucial hour, will know
to demonstrate. So please view my homemade iPhone photo
collage. It’s my Christmas gift to all Liberty families.
This pictorial representation of the faculty and staff is, for me,
yet another Christmas reminder of the bountiful blessings we
have in our school. Please CLICK HERE, or on the image link
below to see my carousel of "Bob’s iPhone shots" – most
captured just this week.
These incredible “Liberty People” have risen to the occasion
of a peculiar school year, so have their students. Hopefully,
this year-end photo album will intensify your admiration for
what you already know as the world’s best k-12 faculty.

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

JH Post-Finals Chillax Event. The Order of Erebor is hosting a junior-high only event
tonight, December 17th, from 2:00PM-4:00PM in the Colosseum. The cost is $7 at the
door. The movie screen will be huge, so come, enjoy the show with friends, and
relax after finals with a holiday movie, food, and friends. Free-Dress-Day rules apply.

LCHS Self-Defense Club -- Beginning in January, LCHS will offer a Self-Defense Club to
interested and dedicated 7th- through 12th-grade students. The club will meet on Fridays
during 9th Hour(+) (2:15-4:00 PM) beginning 04 February. Information sessions will be
held during 9th Hour on Friday 14 January and Friday 21 January. Attendance at an
information session is required before training.

Gaudy-Sweater Day. Last Monday, a fun tradition continued, LCHS Gaudiest-Sweater
Day. Wow, were there some doozies.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

First-Semester Grade Deadline. Teachers will be updating fall-semester grades all the
way through January 5. Therefore, what you see in PowerSchool over the Christmas break

may not be the final grade. You can typically determine whether the grade is final by
looking at the detailed assignments view and checking whether all scores have been
entered.

What to Do if a Student Fails a Class. As we finish the semester, there will undoubtedly
be some students with a D or an F in a certain class. Here is a guide on how to approach
that situation for both junior high, and high school.
Junior High. First, please know that year-long classes in junior high average to an
overall year-long grade. So, if a student earned a 64% in the first semester of
history, he or she can still pass the class with at least a 76% in second semester. It
would be an excellent idea to meet with the teacher and work out a plan of action
to determine what adjustments can be made in the spring to lead to a better result.
Failed one-semester classes, such as computer essentials or core music, do not
need to be taken again, but please remember that if a student fails any two yearlong core classes (math, science, history, English), or any three total classes, they
may be recommended for retention. Even if a student is not retained, certain
classes that build on previous skills, such as Latin and math, may need to be
retaken in the next grade.
High School. Students need to earn a certain number of credits to graduate.
Failing a semester means not earning that credit. If it is a semester of a core class,
such as biology, then that semester will need to be made up by retaking the failed
semester in a later year. If an elective class was failed, then it does not need to be
made up, but a student will not be able to count on that class to fulfill graduation
requirements. In some situations, students can repeat a failed class later and
replace the original D or F they earned in that class with their new passing grade. If
the situation is right, there is also the possibility of completing a credit-recovery plan
instead of retaking the entire semester. See the Student-Parent Handbook for
details on our credit-recovery and repeat-delete policies.
In all cases, please feel free to consult me about appropriate next steps. I would be
happy to meet, talk on the phone, or exchange emails to help clarify the correct path.

Second-Semester Schedules. Updated copies of second-semester schedules will be
distributed by email over the Christmas break, and will also be available in paper form in
the Great Hall on January 3. The periods of some classes may change compared to what
you saw in August to facilitate balancing sections and other requirements, even if you
have not requested a change to your schedule. If you would like to discuss a schedule
change, please sign up for an appointment with me here. All changes must be finalized by
the Friday, Jan 7th of the first week of second semester. See Dr. Robinson with any
questions.

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

Mid-Year Transcripts. Seniors, this is a reminder that after this semester, many of your
colleges may require you to send your first-semester grades. Make sure you are aware of
which colleges require these updates as Mrs. Mackenna will need to send your transcript
in January. Colleges are notified if you drop or add a class.

College-Planning Seminar Series for Juniors. Juniors, mark your calendars for the
upcoming series of events. This series is for college-bound juniors who want to explore
and understand how to prepare for college. Sessions will be a hybrid series of online and
in-person courses. CLICK HERE for session titles and dates.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Junior-High Girls Basketball. The 7 th- and 8 th-grade girls basketball seasons are right
around the corner, beginning as soon as we return from Christmas/New Year break on
January 3rd. Be sure to register (CLICK HERE) and attend the first practice at 3:30 pm
on Monday, January 3rd.

Winter Sports and Break. If you are involved in a winter sport, please make sure you are
checking in with your coaches about the practice schedule while we are out of school for
the holidays. There will be no contests during this time, and each team will have a different
practice schedule. We hope everyone has a great break, and we look forward to getting
back in action with all three high-school sports competing on January 5th.

Spring Sports. The Spring-sports season will be here before we know it, with the official
season starting February 28th. Many coaches are running pre-season training programs
starting in January, so be sure to check in with your respective coaches to learn about
pre-season conditioning and preparation opportunities.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update From Claire (Denton) Lemp
(LCHS ’18) Now Married, Attending Montana
State University in Bozeman, MT.

If patience is a virtue, Claire (Denton) Lemp is its epitome. The 2018 LCHS alumna said

it took a lot of time for the true value of her Liberty education to come into focus, but “it’s
definitely worth the wait.”
Now enjoying life in Bozeman, Montana, Claire is studying English writing. Her postsecondary education journey has taken her through Colorado State University, and a
small school in Lookout Mountain, Georgia. “I’ve had an adventurous path since
graduating from Liberty,” she said.
“Along the way, I met and married my husband, Henry, and we’re enjoying our life and
community here in Bozeman,” Claire explained. Her time spent as a student at Liberty
definitely tested her mettle and prepared her for an avalanche of life changes.
“One of the greatest challenges of my experience since high school has been adjusting to
lots of rapid change,” she said, “but at the same time, the change has been the most
rewarding thing I've experienced so far. Taking a less-traditional path through school has
given me confidence that some of the best learning in life happens when my plans get
disrupted. I'm happy to hold the future with open hands right now, trusting that there's
value even in the bumps along the way.”
Claire said her professional classroom instructors at Liberty have lasting influence on her
life. For example, “I was recently reflecting on a lesson from Liberty while writing a
personal essay for school,” she explained. “In my senior year at Liberty, Mr. Tullius told
me that when you've been given a gift (talent, skill, aptitude...) it's meant to be given
away. Since then, I've tried to see my writing as a gift to be given to others. There's so
much more joy when I'm writing for the purpose of blessing other people than when I just
write for a grade, a degree, or even myself.”
Remembering how maturing students are wont to vilipend classroom-lesson content,
especially when school gets tough, Claire advises current Liberty scholars to practice
being patient. “Even though it may not have looked that way on the outside, I really
struggled with school too! Reason being, I have always been a ‘what's the point?’ kind of
person. Asking that question is sometimes helpful, but I wish I knew back then that the
‘point’ of all the homework, projects, tests, (and even the discipline of a dress code and
character education) usually reveals itself after the fact. It takes patience to see the payoff, but it's definitely worth the wait! I look back on my Liberty education as a real treasure
because it instilled in me a deep respect for truth, knowledge, and hard work.”
Claire’s life experience through high school and beyond has persuaded her to take more
risks when it comes to forming relationships, and engaging with others. It’s an earnest life
lesson she hopes current Liberty students will take to heart.
“If I could change one thing about my Liberty experience, I wish I knew then that people
are more alike than they are different,” she said. “For whatever reason, I used to be really
afraid to reach out to people beyond my safe friend group.”
Setting aside interpersonal inhibition can be liberating, Claire described. “I didn't
understand until my senior year that most people felt the same way I did – everybody
wants to be seen, known, and appreciated. I would encourage LCS students to take a risk
and reach out to each other, trusting that the relationships they build now have the power
to change their entire school experience!”
Go Bobcats!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Academic Support Team
Tip Of The Week

Sleep Is Important. Over the break, remember to think about all of the previous tips about
organization, routines, and spreading out your homework in mind so that you can get
enough sleep. Sleep is essential to keep you healthy as well as happy, and to allow you to
perform your best academically. While studies vary, it is agreed upon that at least 8 hours
of sleep is beneficial. Break times are great opportunities to get yourself back on a healthy
sleep schedule.
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
An Apology for Latin and Math - Cheryl Lowe
Many who are attracted to the idea of a classical education don't
know exactly why, nor do they understand the necessity for Latin, or
at least so much of it. A little bit of Latin is a good thing, but...(CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 160. Chance Acquaintance. Do
not pick up an acquaintance on a streetcar. If a few remarks are unavoidable, do not
ever give your name or address to a
stranger, or attempt to prolong the
acquaintance.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Weekend Busser Job Opening. The owner of The Breakfast Club asked if we have any
LCHS students looking for some weekend income. The restaurant needs a weekend
busser. A handful of LCHS students have worked there in the past. In his recent email
prompting this notice, Dave the owner wrote, “You’ve always sent over great kids.” Apply
in person at the restaurant – 121 W. Monroe Dr., in Fort Collins.

News Worth Repeating

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost-And-Found. The shelves
are bursting at the seams with items. All items not claimed by the end of the day today will
be donated to charity.

Shuttle Bus Today. The shuttle bus from LCHS to LCS, departing LCHS at 2:50 PM, will
be the only shuttle service scheduled. Please make other transportation arrangements.
Thank you.

Sick-Kid Protocol. We are seeing an uptick in (non-COVID) childhood illnesses in
students at school and want to continue to reiterate the importance of keeping students
home if they are unwell. Please do not contribute to the spread of germs by sending sick
kids to school. Symptomatic parent-volunteers must avoid classrooms, too. Please CLICK
HERE to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.

Loveland Classical Symposium.
Our friends at Loveland Classical
Schools extended an invitation for
Liberty Common students, staff,
faculty, and parents to join them at
their fifth-annual classical
symposium scheduled for Sat Jan
15th, 2022 from 9:00AM1:00PM. The event will be inperson and include incredible talks
on music, history, virtue,
mathematics, philosophy, art,
literature, and much more. CLICK HERE for more information.

College Planning. Check out some exciting college-planning events open to all gradelevel students and families. Click here for event descriptions and dates.

Juniors (Class of 2023). Thank you to all who attended the college-planning meeting for
juniors. Please remember to schedule your college-planning meeting after the holiday
break. We will review your academic pathway, and create best-fit schools and/or plans
that meet your affordability, and academic goals. Click here to schedule. Parents are
encouraged to attend.
Mrs. Campbell will guide students in the college and scholarship search, and assist with
applications and essays. Here are some reliable and helpful search sites: 1. Naviance –
College Match | 2. www.collegedata.com | 3. https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ |
4. https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ | 5. www.collegescorecard.ed.gov.

Scholarship for Seniors. The PSD Senior-Scholarship Application will be available
staring Monday January 3, 2022. Please check your email inboxes for details and
instructions. There are over ten local scholarships with various eligibility requirements for
all students. A majority of these scholarships may be used for in-, and out-of-state
colleges.
Seniors and parents are encouraged to attend the Senior-Scholarship and Next-Steps
event on January 6, 6:30-7:30PM in the Great Hall.

LCHS Student Spotlight. This link will let you access a form called "LCHS Student
Spotlight." Students may respond to the form, allowing the student body to get to know you

a little bit better. Each student will have a chance to be featured on the "High School
Happenings" board outside of the Descartes Room (room 153) in a weekly write-up on
their responses.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitute teachers resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you
are interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the
school’s operations department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS
community, please pass this information along. Thank you.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.

Yearbook Photos Needed. The Yearbook Committee needs your photos. Please share
your summer travels, fall adventures, and sports photos by submitting them here.

Yearbook Update. The 2021-2022 yearbook is for sale. CLICK HERE to order your copy
today.

Volunteering At LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smart phone iPad.

Upcoming Trips
Music, Mountains, Chocolate. Travel to the alpine world of
Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of
this fascinating and beautiful region of Europe in June of 2022. This
trip is open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS alumni. Email
Mr. Lunn if interested.

Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you
can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. Email Mr. Seiple with any questions.

England Trip 2023. Enrollment is now open to join Mr. Tullius
on an LCHS trip to London, Bristol, Manchester, and more. The
itinerary is set for early June 2023. Find out more here, or
email Mr. Tullius.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec 16 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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