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ETIAM NVNC (EVEN NOW)
Class of 2022 School Motto
Next week is Barney Ford week at LCHS.
Barney Ford was born into slavery in Virginia in 1822. He escaped
working on a river boat and, when he died in 1902, he was a well-known,
wealthy and successful entrepreneur in Colorado. Despite being born
into slavery, and suffering assassination attempts and bankruptcy, Ford
persevered with grit and fortitude to become a millionaire in the real
estate business.

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

A Playground of Character
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The equipment on our elementary-school playground is now over 20 years old and ought
to be replaced. It’s not yet an urgent matter, but a prudent one.
Sure, we could wait a few years; but, we could also get
ahead of this looming expense now. Plus, new
playground gear is exciting, especially for students.
Looking at the slides, bars, and other climbing
structures, one can tell our playground is adequate, so I
don’t mean to exaggerate the need for overhaul. It’s as
much a matter of sensible timing as anything else.
The structures are showing signs of decay while
playground codes and standards make clear eventual
replacement is unavoidable. Bolts and attachments,
joints, and other surfaces are rusting, becoming
gradually unsafe. Rubberized coatings are oxidizing
and peeling off. The pea gravel we’ve used to cushion falls is now considered obsolete by
playground-safety standards, and by our insurer.
High-quality play equipment reinforces classroom lessons. Recess recharges young
brains and encourages virtue. Our Teacher Assistants who supervise playground activities
guide our elementary students daily toward moral maturity through character-building
moments of peer interaction.
Making our playground into something of a purposeful, academic masterpiece is a goal of
our “Let Them Play” fund drive which has commenced, and which is promoted further in
today’s newsletter. Please contribute generously to it.

Every Family A Donor
“Let Them Play” Fundraising
Initiative. Now is the time for all Liberty
parents, grandparents, alumni, and other
supporters to join together in making
a generous donation to Liberty Common

School. The parents serving on Liberty’s
Board of Directors invite the whole
Liberty-loving community to invest in the
school’s recreation, physical-education,
and sports programs. Our goals involve
three specific facilities
improvements: Lights at Everett Field,
elementary-gym improvements, and a
new elementary playground. The aim is
to improve our physical-education and
athletic programs while increasing joy
among students. The name of this
initiative is Let Them Play!
Our goal is to secure donations of at least $250,000. Watch your mailbox for a letter
detailing this crucial fundraising initiative. Better yet, respond today. It’s easy to give
online BY CLICKING HERE. Please join us and Let Them Play!

2021-2022 Important Dates
Dec 15-17 | 1st-Semester Finals | Early Dismissal or Study Hall each day at 2:00PM.
Dec 16 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 17 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Dec 17 | Q2/S1 Ends.
Dec 17 | All-School Lyceum/Talent Show | 12:05PM-1:50PM.
Dec 17 | Early Dismissal | 2:00PM Release.
Jan 3 | Q3/S2 begins.
Jan 4 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 2:45PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 4 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCS elementary.
Jan 5 | JH Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 6 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 6 | Senior-Scholarship & Next-Steps Event | 6:30PM | Great Hall.
Jan 10 | Legio XIII | 6:00PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 11 | Geography Bee | 3:30PM | LCS Gym.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 19 | All-school Lyceum | Senior Speakout | 2:20PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 20 | Winter-Sports Pep Rally | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 27 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Jan 28 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE for upcoming events and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Holiday Joy. Liberty students Jack
Friesen, Zoe Draper, and Aidan
Woodard joined LCS band/music
instructor Mrs. Amy Clemens in playing
Christmas carols for the Salvation Army in
front of a nearby grocery store. They
were joined LCS parent Mr. Hamilton
who volunteers regularly for the band
program (father of Malachi and

Gabe). Their performance raked in a hefty
donation that is sure to bring comfort to
many families for Christmas.

Kettle Kick Off. At the beginning of the
Christmas season, a few Liberty 5th, 6th,
and 8th graders were chosen to perform at
the Salvation Army's recent Red Kettle Kick
Off. Fort Collins officials spoke at the
ceremony, and members of the Salvation
Army were there to share how much the red
kettles help community members in
need. Liberty loved being a part of the
community outreach, and spreading the joy
of the season through music.

Loveland Classical Symposium.
Our friends at Loveland Classical
Schools extended an invitation for
Liberty Common students, staff,
faculty, and parents to join them at
their fifth-annual classical
symposium scheduled for Sat Jan
15th, 2022 from 9:00AM1:00PM. The event will be inperson and include incredible talks
on music, history, virtue,
mathematics, philosophy, art,
literature, and much more. CLICK HERE for more information.

Sick-Kid Protocol. We are seeing an uptick in (non-COVID) childhood illnesses in
students at school and want to continue to reiterate the importance of keeping students
home if they are unwell. Please do not contribute to the spread of germs by sending sick
kids to school. Symptomatic parent-volunteers must avoid classrooms, too. Please CLICK
HERE to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices
Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to
visit our Lost-And-Found. The shelves are bursting
at the seams with items. All items not claimed by
Dec 17th will be donated to charity.

Contribute To Faculty Burrito Lunch. LCHS
Volunteer Coordinator/Supermom Mrs. Kellie
Kreikemeier asks fellow parents to show
our wonderful LCHS teachers and
staff some Holiday cheer by putting on a delicious
burrito lunch for them featuring burritos furnished
by Liberty-family-owned Matador Restaurant. You
can donate a side or sign up to volunteer by
visiting the Sign-Up Genius. Please drop the
donations off ahead of time at school in the front
office by 8AM on Wednesday Dec 15th. You can
also donate money for the food through Venmo @Kellie-Kreikemeier or leave cash
donations in the front office. Thank you for your support for our awesome teachers.

Attendance Reminder. As we finish the semester, please continue to notify the
attendance line by 8:15AM or e-mail lchsattendance@libertycommon.org if your
student will not be attending any part of the school day, including finals week.

Order Service Project. Last week, the Order of Camelot sent a care package filled with
goods and letters to Soldiers serving overseas to thank them for their service during the
Christmas season.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. There are no known new COVID-19 cases to report at either Liberty
Common School campus. Parents and guardians of individual students determined to
have been in possible contact with an ill person will be contacted by the Liberty Common
School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health & Environment as
appropriate.

Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s

website – CLICK HERE.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Four of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that
is important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the
way. The Founders persevered to make our
school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are
fortunate to have had such persistent pioneers
with a vision to make one of the best charter
schools in Colorado. For the next four weeks, we
will run, "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr.
Maureen Schaffer, Mrs. Michelle Provaznik,
Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob
Schaffer. They do a superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty
Common School as we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better
value the efforts by our Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision
and foresight that we have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common High School
By: Mrs. Michelle Provaznik and Headmaster Bob Schaffer (Founding Parents)
In May of 2013, Liberty Common High School graduated its first senior class. This was the
culmination of an epic effort started in 2008 when Liberty Board of Directors Chairman
Craig Horton and Board Member Michelle Provaznik attended a charter-school
conference in Denver.
The information the pair gathered at the conference, along with general statewide
excitement about the growing success of charter schools in Colorado, provided impetus to
explore expanding Liberty Common School to a full K-12 school. Also attending the same
conference was LCS founding parent, Laurel Van Maren, who was on Ridgeview
Classical Schools Board of Directors at the time. The three discussed moving forward with
a Liberty high school and began meeting for the purposes of laying out general plans for
the school.
This was not the first time Liberty's parent leaders considered a high-school expansion. In
fact, the idea had been pondered twice before, but failed to garner enough support from
the Board of Directors or administration due to a variety of issues including financial
feasibility.
In 2008, things were different. Liberty Common School's kindergarten-through-ninth-grade
program had been awarded numerous state and national commendations for academic
achievement. The school's students consistently earned top academic-performance
scores in the Poudre School District, and across Colorado. The school had achieved
national "Blue Ribbon" status, and was regarded as a premier nationwide example of
excellence by the Virginia-based Core Knowledge Foundation.
Liberty's reputation as a nationally known, top-performing school naturally attracted the
attention of new parents throughout the region. Enrollment had swelled to 581 students in
grades K-9. The school was more than completely full. The number of families on the
lottery list waiting to enroll their children at Liberty numbered well over fifteen-hundred.
That year, the Board of the Poudre School District voted to change the grade configuration
for neighborhood junior-high and high schools throughout the district. Where the district's

high schools previously consisted of grades 10-12, PSD’s high schools would now expand
to include ninth graders.
The change in the district's configuration would apply direct competitive pressure on
Liberty's ninth grade. The writing was on the wall: Liberty either needed to expand to
include a high school, or watch its ninth grade wither on the vine.
Horton and Provaznik, with the support of Van Maren, presented their high-school ideas to
their colleagues on the Liberty Board of Directors. Though the initial response was
lukewarm, the Board formed a committee to explore and evaluate the feasibility of
expanding the school through twelfth grade. Horton was selected to chair the Expansion
Committee.
The Committee's first step involved holding a community meeting. In October of 2008, a
notice went out to all parents about the idea of creating a high school. Over 80 people
attended the meeting.
Not only were parents of Liberty students interested in the formation of a high school,
prospective Liberty parents were interested in the addition of more K-8 classrooms (one
additional classroom per grade) in the hopes their children might be called from the
extensive lottery list to fill new slots (30 new students per grade) that would be created.
The goal of the Expansion Committee was to create a comprehensive business plan to
prove the feasibility of the whole-school expansion. Seven subcommittees were formed,
involving over fifty parent volunteers. The subcommittees were chaired by the following
parents:
* Athletics: Dan Knab
* Character Education: Mark Sutherlin and Kendra Mosely
* Curriculum: Michelle Provaznik
* Facilities: Tricia Diehl and Peter Kast
* Finance: Dan Provaznik
* Marketing/Enrollment: Melanie Seilbach
* Scheduling: Angela Horton and Krissy Kopren
The subcommittee efforts centered upon creating a high school from the ground up. At the
time, there was no blueprint or instructions to refer to, so the committees performed
extensive research to develop curriculum, sports programs, campus policies, facilities,
etc. The highest goal was to avoid any compromise of Liberty Common School's core
mission - teaching the kids already in its system.
While much of the expansion effort focused on the high school, the largest part of the
expansion was, in fact, the addition of a third track for the grades K-6, which increased
elementary-school enrollment and staff by 50%. The needed classroom space for the
enrollment jump necessitated moving grades 7-12 to a second campus.

Tim Ricketts, former business manager of
Liberty Common Schools, worked with the
BOD finding complicated financial solutions
that allowed the high school to become a
reality.

Another public meeting was held on January 6, 2009 to gauge community interest. Many
parents were interested in the expansion and signed their students up for the waiting
list. Several members of the Poudre School District (PSD) Board of Directors also
attended the meeting. Their initial reaction seemed supportive. That mattered. If the

expansion was to occur, PSD's approval would be required.
Ultimately, at a meeting of the Liberty Board of Directors, administration, and parents on
February 5, 2009, the Expansion Committee recommended Liberty expand and add a high
school. The Committee's presentation showed that not only was the expansion feasible,
but that Liberty would, in fact, be in financial jeopardy if the ninth grade was lost at the
hands of PSD’s plans for grade reconfiguration.
With very conservative enrollment estimates, the findings showed that expansion of
grades 9-12, simultaneously with the addition of a third track of K-8 was not only possible,
but would allow Liberty to thrive. The Expansion Committee was thrilled to have founders
Dr. Randy Everett and Dr. Maureen Schaffer speak in favor of the expansion.
On February 19, 2009, Liberty's Board petitioned the Poudre School District to amend
Liberty's Charter and to add a third track of K-6th grade, to also add a tenth grade, and to
phase in an eleventh and twelfth grade in subsequent years.
A resolution adopted by the Liberty Board of Directors said it all: "The purpose of
completing our high-school program is to offer high-school education that is college
preparatory in nature, specifically builds on the Core Knowledge Curriculum, effectively
continues to foster the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills particular to
Liberty's current offering, continues the Liberty approach to character education, is small in
size, extends the economics, history, science and mathematics foundation that Liberty has
established, and makes use of learning opportunities inherent in the thinking framework
currently employed at Liberty."
Many exchanges and meetings between the district and Liberty ensued. Craig Horton,
Michelle Provaznik, and John Rohrbaugh were asked to present the case for the Liberty
expansion at a PSD Board meeting. Ultimately, the PSD Board agreed to pursue
negotiations with a vote of 6-1. Final negotiations proceeded.
In August of 2009, Liberty received a letter from PSD's Board president Larry Neal
indicating the district was pleased to move forward on an addendum to the Charter
allowing the expansion and the new high school to go forward.
Even though the district had formally approved the expansion, implementing it was hardly
a foregone conclusion. An acute economic recession had stricken the nation and hit
Colorado's School Finance Act pretty hard. All public schools in the state were notified
there would be a punishing rescission of previously allocated state funds - funds upon
which Liberty was counting. Furthermore, it was announced the state would reduce
spending for the next year on the order of 6% or more.
Tim Ricketts, Liberty's former business manager was asked to run multiple versions of
financial scenarios anticipating every conceivable budget situation. The Board had to
make a serious decision involving a long-term financial commitment amid the funding
rescission, the budget reduction, and a precarious economy.
TO BE CONTINUED...

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

JH Post-Finals Chillax Event. The Order of Erebor is hosting a junior-high only event on
Friday, December 17th from 2:00PM-4:00PM in the Colosseum. The cost will be $5 if you
buy your tickets at lunch or $7 at the door. The movie screen will be huge, so come, enjoy

the show with friends, and relax after finals with a holiday movie, food, and friends. FreeDress-Day rules apply.

Business-Formal Attire at its Finest. In preparation for
the junior-high musical Annie Get Your Gun last Friday,
these three students dressed up in business-formal dress
(link to this dress-code option here ). Looking sharp,
ladies.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

SAT Practice. As students access their PSAT scores, they will notice that the detailed
score report indicates areas of weakness. Students wanting to practice more for the SAT
can do so by using Khan Academy. This tool can be linked directly with a CollegeBoard
account, which allows personalized practice for a student's strengths and weaknesses.
Khan Academy is free and provides full-length practice tests that can help improve student
scores. As one would expect with an online service of this kind, one of the benefits for
Khan Academy is surely the ability to collect data from its users. Therefore, I encourage
you to take a look at its terms of service and privacy policy and understand what you are
agreeing to before using it. To learn more visit this site. The school will also host a
practice SAT test on March 5th. More details about that opportunity will be communicated
in future editions of Liberty Common Sense.

Second-Semester Schedules. Updated copies of second-semester schedules will be
distributed by email over the break and will also be available in paper form at the front
office on January 4. The periods of some classes may change compared to what was
distributed in August to facilitate balancing sections and other requirements, even if a
schedule change was not requested, be sure to look at and follow the new version.

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

Juniors (Class of 2023). Thank you to all who attended the college-planning meeting for
juniors. Please remember to schedule your college-planning meeting after the holiday
break. We will review your academic pathway, and create best-fit schools and/or plans
that meet your affordability, and academic goals. Click here to schedule. Parents are
encouraged to attend.
Mrs. Campbell will guide students in the college and scholarship search, and assist with
applications and essays. Here are some reliable and helpful search sites: 1. Naviance –
College Match | 2. www.collegedata.com | 3. https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ |
4. https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ | 5. www.collegescorecard.ed.gov.

Scholarship for Seniors. The PSD Senior-Scholarship Application will be available
staring Monday January 3, 2022. Please check your email inboxes for details and
instructions. There are over ten local scholarships with various eligibility requirements for
all students. A majority of these scholarships may be used for in-, and out-of-state
colleges.
Seniors and parents are encouraged to attend the Senior-Scholarship and Next-Steps
event on January 6, 6:30-7:30PM in the Great Hall.

College Planning. Check out some exciting collegeplanning events open to all grade-level students and
families. Click here for event descriptions and dates.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Men’s and Women’s Basketball Underway. The men’s and women’s basketball teams
got big wins over Estes Park last weekend before falling to Highland in the annual Canine
Classic. With three games behind them, the men’s and women’s basketball programs play
back-to-back double-headers this week. After a road trip to Fort Morgan, both teams come
home to host Jefferson Academy tonight. We’d love to see a big crowd out in support—
women play at 5:30PM and the men at 7:00PM. Hope to see you there, and Go Eagles!

Women’s Swimming Records. In its first meet of the season, the Lady Eagles Swim and
Dive Team set five new school records and qualified 13 events for the state meet. Elsa
Fullerton set the school record in the 200 and 500 freestyle. Megan Zupancic joined her
in the 100 butterfly and 100 backstroke; and, Cat-Linh Tran and Laura Zupancic became
our first divers to ever set a state-qualifying score with Cat just edging out Laura for the
new school record. Our girls are back in action tomorrow at Mountain View High School
and host the Patriot League Relays at EPIC on Monday.

Track & Field Signing. Our own Katie Wrona (LCHS
'22), who holds a pole-vault school record and personal
best of 12 ft 3, recently signed with Oklahoma State
University. Highly sought after for her performances on

the track and in the classroom, Katie will be headed to
Stillwater in the fall to leave her mark on the Cowgirls’
Track & Field program. We are so proud of her and
wish her nothing but success at the next level.

Season Programs and Sponsorship. The Athletic Department is putting together a fullcolor printed program for our upcoming winter and spring seasons. There are multiple
levels of sponsorship available as well as an opportunity for parents to purchase space for
a senior commemoration. If you are interested in joining with us by purchasing either of
these options, you can reach out to Mr. Reynolds or make your selection HERE.

Junior-High Girls’ Basketball. Tryouts for our 7th- and 8th-grade girls’ basketball teams
will start on January 3rd, which is the first day we return from the Christmas
break. Registration is open and you can find all of the information on the athletics
website HERE.

Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update From Micaela McConahy & Aiden
Allen Betrothed.

Thanksgiving will always have an extra-special meaning for LCHS alumni Micaela
McConahy (LCHS ’19) and Aiden Allen (LCHS ’18). That’s the day Aiden proposed to
Micaela, and she said “yes!”
Congratulations to the betrothed from everyone at their alma mater.

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a

paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Academic Support Team
Tip Of The Week

Study Timeline. On the morning of an exam, you should eat a healthy breakfast and keep
your normal routine. This will help you to be alert for your exam as well as relax. While we
do encourage you to review your notes so that they are fresh in your mind, we do not
encourage cramming the morning of the exam. Take a moment before the exam for a
deep breath and relax. You’ve got this!
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Connections: The Liberty Common School Reading Lists
By: Cherie Pedersen, LCS Teacher
“But there’s so much to learn,” he said, with a thoughtful frown.
“Yes, that’s true,” admitted Rhyme; “but it’s not just learning things
that’s important. It’s learning what to do with what you learn and
learning why you learn things at all that matters.”
“That’s just what I mean,” explained Milo as Tock and the exhausted bug drifted quietly off
to sleep. “Many of the things I’m supposed to know seem so useless that I can’t see the
purpose in learning them at all.”
“You may not see it now,” said the Princess of Pure Reason, looking knowingly at Milo’s
puzzled face, “but whatever we learn has a purpose and whatever we do affects
everything and everyone else, if even in the tiniest way.”
-Phantom Tollbooth
When I first started teaching, we were told that we needed to provide background
knowledge. What is background knowledge?... (CLICK HERE to continue reading)

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 159. Giving Up Your Seat. A
seat may be a prized possession in a
crowded car, but no thoughtful boy will stay
seated while a woman or girl is standing,
even though she is unattractive. So often the
most poorly dressed woman is most in need
of a seat. A boy tips his hat in offering his
seat to a girl or woman. A girl must get up quickly to give her place to a much older
person, a cripple, or a woman with a child.
“Girls, be gracious, and say, 'Thank you,' when you are offered a seat. Never
demand a seat, or glower, or say cutting remarks to a boy who does not offer his

seat. Even though he is no gentleman, you may still be a lady.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Weekend Busser Job Opening. The owner of The Breakfast Club asked if we have any
LCHS students looking for some weekend income. The restaurant needs a weekend
busser. A handful of LCHS students have worked there in the past. In his recent email
prompting this notice, Dave the owner wrote, “You’ve always sent over great kids.” Apply
in person at the restaurant – 121 W. Monroe Dr., in Fort Collins.

News Worth Repeating
Gaudy Sweater Day. On Monday, December 13th, wear
your gaudiest gaudy sweater to school to spread holiday
cheer.
No sweaters depicting violence, glorifying death or
violence, alcohol or drug abuse. All dress-code rules apply
to bottoms, accessories, etc.

Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal times of 2:00PM or 2:45PM (if students choose to stay for the optional
Study Hall) for Wednesday-Friday at 2:00PM. There will be no 9th-hour activities during
those three days. The shuttle-bus service will run from LCHS to LCS Monday-Thursday at
2:50PM, and then from LCS to LCHS Monday-Thursday at 3:15PM. On Friday, the shuttle
bus from LCHS to LCS, departing LCHS at 2:50 PM, will be the only shuttle service
scheduled. Please make other transportation arrangements. Thank you.

Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year when
students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary consequences. I
want to take a moment to remind students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising
academic integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at
home before students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is
a brief description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on
how such situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete
their coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas,
words, phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own.
Any thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge needs to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of
others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or collections
without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to
the educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students
caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be
referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents cannot afford to buy them gifts
for Christmas. Founded in 1947, this local charity continues to bless families all over
Northern Colorado. Our very own Liberty parent Deb Cross works with Toys for Tots to

collect donations from all over the community. This year, the Connie Behr Memorial
Library will have a Toys for Tots bin to collect brand-new toys or books. Please consider
dropping your items (brand-new toys or books) off in The Toys for Tots bins located in the
Connie Behr Memorial Library or in the main entrance of LCS.

LCHS Student Spotlight. This link will let you access a form called "LCHS Student
Spotlight." Students may respond to the form, allowing the student body to get to know you
a little bit better. Each student will have a chance to be featured on the "High School
Happenings" board outside of the Descartes Room (room 153) in a weekly write up on
their responses.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitute teachers resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you
are interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the
school’s operations department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS
community, please pass this information along. Thank you.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.

Yearbook Photos Needed. The Yearbook Committee needs your photos. Please share
your summer travels, fall adventures, and sports photos by submitting them here.

Yearbook Update. The 2021-2022 yearbook is for sale. CLICK HERE to order your copy
today.

Volunteering At LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smart phone iPad.

Upcoming Trips
Spring Break 2022- Costa Rica. This spring-break trip has
canceled. Please contact Mrs. Deitrick for questions.

Music, Mountains, Chocolate. Travel to the alpine world of
Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of
this fascinating and beautiful region of Europe in June of 2022. This
trip is open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS alumni. Email
Mr. Lunn if interested.

Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you
can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. Email Mr. Seiple with any questions.

England Trip 2023. Enrollment is now open to join Mr. Tullius
on an LCHS trip to London, Bristol, Manchester, and more. The
itinerary is set for early June 2023. Find out more here, or
email Mr. Tullius.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec 16 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School

2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty



