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ETIAM NVNC (EVEN NOW)
Class of 2022 School Motto
Next week is Johann Wolfgang von Goethe week at
LCHS.
Next week at LCHS is Goethe Week. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
was a poet, novelist, and playwright. Born August 28, 1749, in Frankfurt,
Germany, his importance in the 19th century is enormous. Goethe
produced volumes of poetry, essays, criticism, and scientific work,
including a theory of optics and early work on evolution and linguistics.
The author of Faust and Theory of Colours, his influence spread across
Europe, and for the next century his works were a primary source of
inspiration in music, drama, poetry, and even philosophy.

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

High Priests of Miseducation
By Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
As has been mentioned much, the entire k-12 faculty has read E.D. Hirsch’s “farewell”
book entitled How to Educate A Citizen: The Power of Shared Knowledge to Unify a
Nation. We revisit its passages throughout the school year for ongoing professionaldevelopment sessions.
I urge parents to read the concise, and accessible work, too. We
have copies in the Constance Behr Memorial Library. Hirsch
explains much of the philosophy undergirding our school’s
classically oriented, knowledge-intensive curriculum; and, in doing
so, does a thorough job explaining the country’s educational
decline.
Hirsch identifies philosopher John Dewey as a chief culprit
whose entrancing theories managed to supplant America’s
classical-education traditions with educational Romanticism of a
particular German lineage. Indeed, Dewey’s My Pedagogic Creed
ordains the classroom teacher as “a social servant set apart for
the maintenance of proper social order and securing the right
social growth.”
Further on, Dewey declares “in this way the teacher always is the prophet of the true God
and the usherer in of the true Kingdom of God.” Appreciated in its intended context, this
delusional pretext has become somewhat the credo of American public-school pedagogy
and among the sundry misguided ideas our school exists, in part, to defy – for its effect, in
practice, is to lead children away from traditions of family, the Church, the Synagogue,
and other essential American institutions.
Liberty Common School’s insistence upon classical approaches to the acquisition of
knowledge is intended as “the great equalizer” among young citizens. Truth, beauty,
goodness, and perfection – the bare takeaways of properly taught curriculum – stand on
their own and thereby become the self-evident guideposts by which our students graduate
equipped to navigate courageous lives of self-reliance, rugged individualism, enduring
independence, true freedom, and authentic liberty.

2021-2022 Important Dates
Dec 2-4 | JH Musical | Thu 7:00PM, Fri 7:00PM, Sat 2:00PM & 7:00PM | LCS
Performance Hall.
Dec 6 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 7 | Choral Holiday Concert | 6:30PM | Great Hall.
Dec 8 | Holiday Instrumental Concert | 6:30PM | Colosseum.
Dec 10 | LCHS Free-Dress Day.
Dec 15 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.

Dec 15-17 | 1st-Semester Finals | Early Dismissal or Study Hall each day at 2:00PM.
Dec 16 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 17 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Dec 17 | Q2/S1 Ends.
Dec 17 | All-School Lyceum/Talent Show | 12:05PM-1:50PM.
Dec 17 | Early Dismissal | 2:00PM Release.
Jan 3 | Q3/S2 begins.
Jan 4 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 3:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 4 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCS elementary.
Jan 5 | Open-Campus Lunch | Junior and Seniors.
Jan 5 | JH Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 6 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 10 | Legio XIII | 6:00PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 11 | Geography Bee | 3:30PM | LCS Gym.
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 19 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Jan 19 | All-school Lyceum | Senior Speakout | 2:20PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 20 | Winter-Sports Pep Rally | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 27 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Jan 28 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE for upcoming events and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

Every Family A Donor
Let Them Play Fundraising Initiative. The
parents on Liberty’s Board of Directors invite all
parents, grandparents, alumni, and other
supporters to make a generous donation
investing in the school’s recreation, physicaleducation, and sports programs. Our goals
involve three specific facilities improvements:
Lights at Everett Field, elementary gym
improvements, and a new elementary
playground. The aim is to improve our physicaleducation and athletic programs while
increasing joy among students—the name of this initiative is Let Them Play!
Our goal is to secure donations of at least $250,000.
Be looking in your mailbox for a letter detailing this fundraising initiative, or read more
about it and give online today. Many parents have already generously donated. Thank
you! Of course, no amount is too small or too large. As we near the end of the calendar
year, we invite you to respond with support for our extraordinary school. Please join
us and Let Them Play!

All-School Newsworthy Notices
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. Tuesday is
the 80th anniversary of "a date which will live in
infamy." President Franklin Delano Roosevelt described
the carnage of December 7, 1941 to a joint session of the

U.S. Congress assembled the very next day. "The United
States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked
by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan." LCHS
students commemorate the solemn date at school by
dedicating their recitation of the morning Pledge of
Allegiance to the 2,403 Americans who lost their lives, the
1,178 more who were wounded, the tragic casualties of
ensuing warfare, and to the heroism of the many American
and allied warriors who brought the last line of Roosevelt's speech to fruition: "With
confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounded determination of our people, we will
gain the inevitable triumph. So help us God."

Individual Safety. On Thursday Dec 2nd, the Coloradoan reported CLICK HERE about a
spate of attacks against young women in Fort Collins that may or may not be related. As a
quick review, here are a few commonsense tactics that members of our community can
employ for their own protection:
Always maintain situational awareness:
Put phones away and look around.
Observe areas (particularly dark and/or unfamiliar areas) before entering
them.
Keep unfamiliar individuals at a safe distance (no less than 5-6 feet or a
body-length from you).
Whenever possible, travel with a friend, even if that "travel" is only into a parking lot
after dark. If alone, give someone a heads-up where you are going and when they
should expect you to arrive at your new location.
Avoid questionable engagements and possible traps. There is rarely need for a
stranger to approach a solitary child/teenager in the dark. If in doubt, return to a
lighted, safe location and call 911.
If physically confronted, run, fight, and yell (in that order). Make yourself the most
difficult, painful, and dangerous target with whom the assailant has ever engaged.

Parent Meeting Canceled. Note: MEETING POSTPONED.
A parent meeting previously announced for Tuesday
evening, December 7th at the Fort Collins Marriott Hotel has
been postponed. The initial announcement was posted in
the preceding edition of Liberty Common Sense, but has
since been postponed by organizers until further
notice. Updated notices will appear in subsequent
newsletters. The purpose of the effort is to gather Northern
Colorado community leaders in a town-hall-style meeting to
discuss strategies to assert parental authority in the face of
overreaching public-health regulations recently promulgated
by the Larimer County Department of Health and
Environment. The parent leadership from six schools united
in the joint statement on parental rights (CLICK HERE) will
convene the meeting. Coalition leaders are working to define sensible public-health
strategies that maintain education as a priority, and which do not undermine parental
authority. These strategies will be utilized in directing public-health workers and elected
public servants toward practical solutions embraced more broadly by leading educators,
top learning institutions including our school, and community leaders.

V’al Hanissim. The “Celebration of Light” runs through
Mon 6 Dec 2021 and commemorates the people of Israel’s
victory over the Seleucids in the 2nd century BC. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the historical event and what is
meant by the traditional Chanukah phrase “delivering the
strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands
of a few.” May the Jewish members of the Liberty family
enjoy a blessed celebration.

Grandparents-Day Success. A special, Liberty shout-out goes to LCHS House System
Community Outreach Officer Ms. Logan Haugesteun (LCHS ‘23) for organizing
Grandparents Day for approximately 350 sets of Liberty Common School grandparents
who tuned in for virtual Grandparents-Day events (LCS & LCHS) last week. The virtual
format facilitated grandparent participation from around the world. CLICK HERE to view
the high-school presentation.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday December 6, 6:30PM-8:00PM at
Liberty Common High School in the Great Hall. These are informative presentations for all
parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what
we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the
next open-enrollment spot.

Senate Aide Visited. On Monday this week, the Northern
Colorado Regional Director for a U.S. senator toured the
elementary-school campus. Ms. Sally Boccella looked in
on classrooms, saw the Constance Behr Memorial Library
in action, and admired displays of student art lining
the hallways. The staff representative for Sen. John
Hickenlooper’s regional office is pictured nearby with
Headmaster Bob Schaffer and Principal Casey
Churchill.

Learning Courage, Expressing Parental
Authority. LCS Headmaster Bob Schaffer was a
featured guest Wednesday morning on Denver’s 850
KOA radio with host Ross Kaminsky. CLICK HERE or
on the nearby image link to hear the short segment
which addressed school violence, asserting parental
authority in the face of Larimer County’s overreaching
mask mandate, and proper physical education including
fostering courage.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices

Contribute To Faculty Burrito Lunch. LCHS Volunteer Coordinator/Supermom Mrs.
Kellie Kreikemeier asks fellow parents to show our wonderful LCHS teachers and
staff some Holiday cheer by putting on a delicious burrito lunch for them featuring burritos
furnished by Liberty-family-owned Matador Restaurant. You can donate a side or sign up
to volunteer by visiting the Sign-Up Genius. Please drop the donations off ahead of time
at school in the front office by 8AM on Wednesday Dec 15th. You can also donate money
for the food through Venmo @Kellie-Kreikemeier or leave cash donations in the front
office. Thank you for your support for our awesome teachers.

Students Get CPR Certified. Congratulations to the
following students who were certified in American
Red Cross First Aid/CPR/AED with Mrs. Dybzinski
in health class:
Miah Dannahower, Paxton Hendrix, Miah Aquino,
Bauer Siemens, Remi Hess, Clara Albright,
Natalee Fritzler, Jayda Story, Riley Flaitz, Abbey
Summers, Ruby Richardson, Isaac Vaadia,
Caitlin Redstone, Ali Gilkey, Grace Falsetto,
Emma Colvin, Luke Bassett, and Lily Morrison.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. There are no known new COVID-19 cases to report at either Liberty
Common School campus. Parents and guardians of individual students determined to
have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will be contacted by the Liberty
Common School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health & Environment
as appropriate.

Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Three of a Five-Part Series.
The History of Liberty Common School
It was June of 1996. Advocates for the Core
Knowledge Charter School had come up short
after being legally out-maneuvered by the school
district. The parents faced a $5,000 debt for legal
filings and newsletters to its growing list of
supporters.
The unsinkable charter group wasted no time
mobilizing its next charter effort. It “passed the
hat” yet again, this time requesting additional donations to hire a lawyer of its own.
The parents contacted local attorney Mr. Mike Maxwell to assist in rewriting and
negotiating their charter. Maxwell was immediately captivated by the critical nature of the
school choice movement. He and his partners donated their time and expertise to the
cause.
The name of the new school would be Liberty Common. Why? At a common school,
students of all ages and socio-economic backgrounds could obtain a common education.

But, why Liberty? Liberty stood for parents who would now have educational
choice. Liberty stood for teachers who would no longer have to work in a broken
system. And most importantly, Liberty would symbolize the true freedom that can only be
achieved when a student possesses an educated mind.
On October 1, 1996 the charter application for Liberty Common School was submitted to
PSD, along with a file drawer of supporting documents, reports, and studies. The new
charter provided in-depth rationale for each aspect of the school the parents deemed nonnegotiable. Still, negotiations dragged on for months.
Finally PSD approved the charter, and a five-year contract was signed on February 24,
1997. Now, the real work would begin!
The charter group scrambled to simultaneously find a building and hire staff. Teams of
parents conducted interviews at the offices of Dr. Everett’s urology practice. (Applicants
were quite relieved to learn physical exams were not part of the drill!).
Although there was still no school building, one courageous administrator, Dr. Kathryn
Knox, took a gamble and signed on as Liberty’s first headmaster. She quickly melded with
the team and donated dozens of hours interviewing potential teachers.
A powerhouse staff with a pioneering spirit was assembled, including Dave Lunn, Cherie
Pedersen, and Jeff Siener, who are all still cornerstones of Liberty today. The
late Connie Behr our former elementary school librarian was also actively involved.
Teachers joined forces with parents to identify curriculum resources and skills programs to
augment the Core Knowledge Sequence.
Meanwhile, parent Peter Kast, worked fervently to pull together a suitable building and
financing for the new school. Pursuing multiple deals simultaneously, Peter never gave up
as each financing option ultimately collapsed. Would anyone lend money to this unknown
entity called a charter school?
It was now summer and fall was fast approaching. A building was needed immediately if
there was to be sufficient time for renovations. Peter assembled a small group of investors
to purchase the Colgate factory near the detention center and lease the building to the
charter school. The deal closed in late June.
The facility question was answered, but substantial reconstruction was necessary to
convert the former toothpaste and mouthwash factory into a school. Thirteen Liberty
families put up personal assets as collateral for the million dollar construction loan. It was
now July.
Amazingly, due to the support of former PSD Board President David Neenan, his
construction firm, the Neenan Company, completed the massive remodel in less than 60
days!
The concrete floors were bare, and the upstairs remained unfinished. A support column
stood in the middle of the small gym. The performance hall, wood gym, art rooms, and
track were non-existent. But none of that mattered.

In September 1997, a dream became a reality as Liberty Common School opened its
doors to more than four hundred eager young students in kindergarten through 7th
grade. And the rest is history!

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

LCHS Student Spotlight. This link will let you access a form called "LCHS Student
Spotlight." Students may respond to the form, allowing the student body to get to know you
a little bit better. Each student will have a chance to be featured on the "High School
Happenings" board outside of the Descartes Room (room 153) in a weekly write up on
their responses.

Key Club Wrapping Event. Key Club is hosting a gift-wrapping
event next Thursday Dec 9th during its weekly meeting. The
students will be wrapping presents at no cost. Donations are
welcomed and will benefit the Mayse family. If you have presents
that need wrapped, bring them by the front office before next
Thursday. Any donation would be appreciated and would help
the family greatly.

Canned-Food Drive Results. Thank you all for your recent food donations and for making
a difference in your community. The school brought in 11,164 food items which filled up
the truck and will fill up the food pantry at the Salvation Army.
The Orders brought in a total of 2934 items, with the Order of Delphi bringing in the
most. The Houses brought in a total of 8230 items with Domus Prudentiae bringing in the
most. Students, with the leadership of the Key Club and the National Honor Society, also
brought in many pairs of socks and 10 boxes of personal-hygiene items to also donate to
the Salvation Army.

Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal times of 2:00PM or 2:45PM (if students choose to stay for the optional
Study Hall) for Wednesday-Friday at 2:00PM. There will be no 9th-hour activities during
those three days. The shuttle-bus service will run from LCHS to LCS Monday-Thursday at
2:50PM, and then from LCS to LCHS Monday-Thursday at 3:15PM. On Friday, the shuttle
bus from LCHS to LCS, departing LCHS at 2:50 PM, will be the only shuttle service
scheduled. Please make other transportation arrangements. Thank you.

Ugly Sweater Day. On Monday, December 13th, wear your ugliest ugly
sweater to school to spread holiday cheer.
No sweaters depicting violence, glorifying death or violence, alcohol or
drug abuse. All dress-code rules apply to bottoms, accessories, etc.

Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year when
students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary consequences. I
want to take a moment to remind students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising
academic integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at
home before students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is
a brief description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on
how such situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete
their coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas,
words, phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own.
Any thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge needs to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of
others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or collections
without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to
the educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students
caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be
referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

Intent-to-Return for Parents of 8th Graders. Check your mail in the next couple of
weeks for an intent-to-return letter to help us determine if your 8th-grade student will be
returning with us for high school. Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need to
fill out this intent-to-return in order to claim a seat in the 9th-grade class. The deadline is
January 14, 2022, but it would be helpful to have that information sooner if possible. See
me with any questions.

PSAT Scores and Results Session. Congratulations, juniors, on an excellent set of
PSAT scores. Your scores will be available on December 7th through your CollegeBoard
account. If you have not yet created an account, you should consider doing so as it will be
helpful for SAT and AP scores in the coming years. See Mrs. MacKenna if you need
assistance navigating that process. We will host a results session on December 13th
during 9th hour to help students understand their overall score, ranking, and subscores by
different categories. At that meeting, we will have a detailed paper score report for
students as well.

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

College Decisions. Congratulations to many of our
seniors whose hard work is paying off. Here is a small
sample of colleges that students have been admitted to:
Lipscomb University, Colorado State University, University
of Georgia, Oklahoma State University, Colorado School
of Mines, Union College, University of Hawaii, Colorado
Mesa University, Fort Lewis College, Arizona State University, Northern Arizona
University, University of Arizona, Texas A & M, and Marist College.

Seniors- Naviance College List Update. Please update your Naviance with your college
decisions. Click on Colleges>Click on Edit>Update your decision.

Register Here.

Summer Exploration Programs. Summer is a great time to explore potential majors and
options in college. Check out some great opportunities for students of all grade levels to
learn more about potential majors. CLICK HERE for more information.

Colleges and Universities Visiting LCHS Next Week:
All visits are held in the College Center. Students can stop by and pick
up a pass.
Monday, November 22nd
10:15AM -- United States Naval Academy (Virtual).
1:10PM -- United States Military Academy.
Wednesday, December 8th
10:15AM -- Colorado Mountain College.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Season Programs, Sponsorship, and Season Tickets. The Athletic Department is
putting together a full-color printed program for our upcoming winter and spring seasons.
There are multiple levels of sponsorship available, as well as an opportunity for parents to
purchase space for a senior commemoration.
This multi-colored program featuring pictures of all the teams, individual athletes, senior
athletes, and the historic records for all varsity sports will be printed at the start of each
athletic season. A PDF copy will also be posted on our athletics website. We will also have
space on our website for our sponsors at certain levels. Our nice, glossy, printed program
that will be available for fans to purchase at the gate or from the Athletic Department. If you
would like to purchase some space in that program for your business or to make a senior
commemoration, please contact Mr. Reynolds. We will also include a free program and
logo seat cushion with any level of basketball season pass.
HERE is the link to purchase a season pass ahead of the first women’s home game on
December 10th. This will also be a varsity double-header, with our women’s team starting
at 5:30PM and the men’s team tipping off at 7:00PM. Passes can be purchased at the
door, as well.

Winter Sports and Senior Picture Make-Up. The make-up date for any winter sports
athletes or senior athletes who missed picture day will be on Monday, December 6th at
3:30PM. The photographer will also be available during 9th hour for students with
immediate after-school commitments.

Junior-High Girls’ Basketball. Tryouts for our 7th- and 8th-grade girls’ basketball teams
will start on January 3rd, which is the first day we return from the Christmas break.
Registration is open and you can find all of the information on the athletics website HERE.

Track, Field Info Meeting. There will be an information, interest meeting for high-school
track-and-field athletes on Wednesday, December 8th, during 9 th-Hour in the Stoa. Come
and learn about off-season training and the upcoming spring season.

Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update From Garrett Hanawalt LCS ’08,
Now An LCS Parent, Local Business Partner,
and a Veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps.

After ten years attending Liberty Common School, and time spent serving in the U.S.
Marine Corps, alumnus Garrett Hanawalt is now back at his alma mater as a parent. The
proud father of kindergartener Saraii appeared in his daughter’s classroom during the
week of Veterans Day. Afterward, he shared his reflections for today’s Alumni Update.
The Hanawalt family is uniquely embedded in Liberty’s DNA. No other student has had a
father who is an an alumnus, an aunt as the librarian, and a grandmother helming school
operations and finances. ‘It’s exciting. It’s emotional,” Garrett said.
Hanawalt’s mom is Liberty’s Director of Operations Mrs. Bev Hanawalt who’s been with
the school from its earliest days. His sister, also a Liberty alumna, is none other than the
school’s adored librarian Mrs. Paige Gowing (pictured nearby with her brother). The
siblings attended LCS through 9th grade prior to there being a high school. Garret went on
to graduate from Rocky Mountain High School.
He recalled struggling through primary and middle school at Liberty – an experience
Hanawalt now credits for much of his success. “I love this school – great memories. I
loved all my teachers, and all my classmates. I had a lot of fun at this school. It helped to
shape me, and set my character.”
He enlisted at age 17 then shipped off to attend boot camp two weeks after graduating
high school. After three grueling months at Marine Corps Recruit Camp San Diego, he
reported for job school at Camp Pendleton near San Diego. Corporal Hanawalt served
four years as an infantry mortarman.
Today, Hanawalt works with his father in his window-cleaning company doing some of the
grunt work, helping expand the business, and giving customers a clearer outlook on the
world. He plans to next go to college on the GI Bill.
“Mr. Staton was my favorite teacher. History and economics were my favorite subjects,
and I just loved him,” Hanawalt recalled. “Mr. Huey was one of my favorite teachers, too.”

It was in Huey’s classroom that Hanawalt’s boyhood
friendship with Jonathan Heston congealed toward an
important fraternal bond. Later in life, Heston persuaded
Hanawalt to join the Corps.
“We were best friends,” Hanawalt said. “We joined
together, deployed together, and we were best friends
here along with Tim Horst, and Chris Willard. All four of
us joined the military. Chris joined the Army, Tim joined the
Air Force – he’s still in – and Johnnie and I joined the
Marine Corps.”
Shortly after completing active duty, including deployments
in Afghanistan and Okinawa, Heston (pictured nearby) died
in a tragic auto accident on 29 March 2015.
Hanawalt said he struggled as a student at Liberty, but it paid off. “When I got to high
school, I realized that, even though I didn’t do as well at Liberty as I should have, I was
leagues ahead of many of the kids there at Rocky Mountain High School,” he said, “and
that was because of Liberty. That was a big confidence boost that I needed in high
school. When I got into the Marine Corps, I think Liberty instilled a mindset in me that set
me apart from a lot of other Marines who didn’t get to go to a school like this.”
Hanawalt’s own experience as a student arms him with excellent advice for current LCS
scholars who now follow in his academic footsteps. “Even for students who are struggling
like I did myself, realize you can succeed here at Liberty. You just need to apply yourself,”
he said.
“If you’re feeling like you’re struggling and behind some of the other kids academically,
don’t worry about it. I was there, now I’m successful, and I’m doing well,” he said. “I’ve had
a good life, and a lot of that is due to my time here at Liberty. The school really helped me
out a lot. I have good memories.”
Semper Fidelis!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Academic Support Team
Tip Of The Week

Dear 7th Grade and New Students,
Here are some reminders for your first experience with final exams. The three days of
finals follow a very different schedule. Some classes will have a unit test or project, and
other classes will have cumulative semester finals. These grades often have a significant
impact on your overall grade, so it is important to prepare early. We recommend the
following strategies to get you started for your first Finals Week.
1. Use the Finals Schedule in the Liberty Common Sense to plan out which test is
happening each day. Make a clear plan for what to study during each morning study
hall, and reschedule any classes with an outside time conflict (such as travel or
appointments).
2. Confirm the format of your final with your teachers - will it be a unit test, project,
essay, or cumulative semester final exam?

3. Gather your notes, homework, flashcards and other resources so you can go over
them a little bit each day. Ask your teacher or a friend if you can make copies of
notes for classes you may have missed.
4. Before Finals week, make 9th hour appointments with teachers to review study
guides and notes - especially for any classes you have found challenging this
semester. (There will be no 9th hour 12/15-12/17).
5. Study! Find active ways to review your materials for all classes with a
test. Complete study guides when available and use Quizlet.com to study
flashcards. Work out practice problems, write notes summaries or create a
personalized study guide. Quiz yourself, or try getting together virtually with a small
group and test one another.
6. Get a good night’s sleep each day before finals, eat a healthy breakfast and lunch,
and don’t sacrifice healthy habits.
7. Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, come to 9th hour in room 208, 206 B
or 206 C and review your Finals plan with an AST teacher. We’d love to see you!
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Does Liberty Have Great Books Reading Lists?
Dr. Maureen Schaffer, parent and founder
"I don’t care what my child eats, just so long as he’s eating!” How
many times have we heard this familiar statement uttered by a
parent? Probably never. But change eat to read, and perhaps you’ve
considered the thought yourself.
So why does Liberty require students to select books from approved
Great Books lists for required “outside” reading...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 158. Courtesy. Good manners
are so often forgotten in a street-car.
Selfishness, rudeness, thoughtlessness,
crudeness, are seen in almost every car full
of people.
“If you stop to think about it, then you realize
that the street-car is a convenience for all the public. In entering a street-car, boys,
let women and girls enter first, even though they are strangers. Do not crowd or
push lest some one get hurt.
“A girl must pay her own fare unless she is the boy’s guest. In a chance meeting, a
girl must not wait and let the boy pay her way.
“Avoid attracting attention by loud talking or rough actions.
“Do not block the aisle, or take more than your share of space. Do not read a
newspaper over anyone’s shoulder. Do not stare at your fellow passengers. Do not
listen to a conversation not intended for you.
“’Pardon me' is expected of you in a street car as much as anywhere else. If, in the
movement of the car, you punch or prod a stranger, you say, 'I’m sorry'; or, 'Pardon
me.' This does not open the way for a conversation with the stranger. Boys, touch
your hat when you say, 'Pardon me.'"

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Holiday Help. Fan Brander a local company is looking for help with basic packaging help,
and various holiday tasks. The environment is fast paced, fun, like Santa’s workshop.
CLICK HERE to get an idea of what products we sell. Pay is $15 an hour. We can use
help any time throughout the day. Text Jonathan at 970-690-1400 to apply.

Weekend Busser Job Opening. The owner of The Breakfast Club asked if we have any
LCHS students looking for some weekend income. The restaurant needs a weekend
busser. A handful of LCHS students have worked there in the past. In his recent email
prompting this notice, Dave the owner wrote, “You’ve always sent over great kids.” Apply
in person at the restaurant – 121 W. Monroe Dr., in Fort Collins.

News Worth Repeating
JH Theatre Performance. Can't get enough theatre in your life?
Neither can we. The rootinest-tootinest cast in the West will be
giving performances of Annie Get Your Gun the weekend after
Thanksgiving Break. Join the junior-high theatre crew at LCS for
a raucous evening filled with laughin', foot tappin' and
sharpshootin'. Performances run nightly from Thursday 12/2
through Saturday 12/4 at 7:00PM. Want an afternoon pick-meup? Join us for a matinee show on Saturday 12/4 at 2:00PM.
Tickets are on sale now at lchstheatre.ticketleap.com. Please
see Mr. Wallace if you need any more details.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents cannot afford to buy them gifts
for Christmas. Founded in 1947, this local charity continues to bless families all over
Northern Colorado. Our very own Liberty parent Deb Cross works with Toys for Tots to
collect donations from all over the community. This year, the Connie Behr Memorial
Library will have a Toys for Tots bin to collect brand-new toys or books. Please consider
dropping your items off to the bin in the library at the elementary school.

2022 Poetry Competition. The Society of
Classical Poets is holding a competition for highschool students. You may enter up to three
poems on any topic. The poems should total 108
lines or less. Grand prize is $1,000 and deadline
is Dec 31st, 2021. CLICK HERE for more
information.

School Portrait Make-up Days. Today, December 3rd and tomorrow Dec. 4th, a local
photographer will have make-up-photo day. Please email for more information. Location
is Skillman Photography 818 E. Elizabeth, Fort Collins.

Future in Teaching. Attend a teacher-education event at UNC for high-school students.
UNC's School of Teacher Education is excited to announce the return of the inperson Future Teacher Conference to be held on Friday, Feb. 18, from 8AM - 2PM.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitute teachers resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you
are interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the
school’s operations department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS
community, please pass this information along. Thank you.

New Junior-High Elective Approved. Junior-high-school
students can look forward to another elective option starting
next year. The LCS Board has approved "The Science of
Science Fiction," sponsored by Mrs. Jean Bradley. By her
description, "Science in Science Fiction is a one-semester
class discovering the wonder that can be found traveling
20,000 leagues under the sea in a submarine, in rockets that
take us to Mars, and in the laboratory and investigations of
Sherlock Holmes. This class will read excerpts from the works
of Jules Verne, Ray Bradbury, H.G. Wells and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle to investigate the science of submarines, marine
life, rockets, space travel, and crime-scene forensics."

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.

Junior-High Letter Jackets. Junior-high letterman jackets are available for purchase.
Find the online store HERE, and athletes will be receiving their letters and patches at the
conclusion of each season. Many junior-high academic awards come with patches and
pins to adorn the jackets, as well.

Yearbook Photos Needed. The Yearbook Committee needs your photos. Please share
your summer travels, fall adventures, and sports photos by submitting them here.

Free After-School Tutoring. LCHS instructors are
available for after-school tutoring in one-on-one or
small-group settings. Currently available subjects
include prealgebra, algebra 1, geometry, algebra 2,
Spanish 1, biology, and CCP. We may add more
subjects in the coming weeks. There is no charge for
LCS students. This kind of professional tutoring might
cost hundreds of dollars through an outside service, but is covered due to temporary thirdparty funding made available to LCS. To schedule a time for your first session, please
contact Dr. Robinson.

Yearbook Update. The 2021-2022 yearbook is for sale. CLICK HERE to order your copy
today.

Volunteering At LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smart phone iPad.

Upcoming Trips
Spring Break 2022- Costa Rica. This spring-break trip is one
you cannot miss. Please contact Mrs. Deitrick for questions.

Music, Mountains, Chocolate. Travel to the alpine world of
Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of
this fascinating and beautiful region of Europe in June of 2022. This
trip is open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS alumni. Email
Mr. Lunn if interested.

Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you
can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. Email Mr. Seiple with any questions.

England Trip 2023. Enrollment is now open to join Mr. Tullius
on an LCHS trip to London, Bristol, Manchester, and more. The
itinerary is set for early June 2023. Find out more here, or
email Mr. Tullius.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec 16 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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