OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT (LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)

Class of 2021 School Motto
2020-2021 Mid-Summer Update

Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. Love. (…cont.)
Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Dear LCHS Families,
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year. We hope everyone is having a restful summer
with family and friends. Much time has been spent developing plans, discussing various
scenarios, and putting contingencies in place should the need arise. It is important for
everyone to approach the coming school year with as much flexibility as possible,
because school-health regulations continue to change on a regular basis and with short
notice.
We are currently planning for students to be back in school this fall. We are adhering to
state and county health-department measures to keep people safe when they are
here. The following contingency scenarios allow us to be flexible if we are forced to adjust
during the school year.
At this time, we are working to implement Plan A,
which has all students in the building starting the
2020-2021 school year. We have purchased

individual desk shields for every student desk. These
clear, three-sided shields allow us to educate
students in classroom while maintaining
recommended physical distance in the
classrooms. Classroom desks will be properly
spaced. Seating charts will be developed for each
class period, which will aid in contact tracing if there
is an outbreak in the school.

A few other procedures will look differently. In the
morning, students should not arrive earlier than
7:15AM, as the Stoa will no longer be open before
classes begin. Students will wait outside,
physically distanced from each other along the
sidewalk, until 7:30AM, at which point they will
enter the building and go directly to their firstperiod classrooms. Students will be required to
wear masks when they are entering and leaving
the building as well as when they are in the
hallway. Masks (face masks and/or cloth face
coverings only; bandannas will not be allowed)
must adhere to the other aspects of the Dress Code, including solid colors and patterns
and excluding writing, pictures, or large logos. Masks may come off when students are in
their seats behind the desk shields. Lunch will be eaten in designated locations throughout
the building and outside based on student-preference requests made during lunch on the
first two days of school.
Students will be allowed to bring backpacks into classrooms, and visits to lockers will be
greatly reduced. No congregating at lockers will be allowed. Traffic flow during passing
periods will be modified to only allow students to flow in one direction. Two minutes will be
added to each passing period to accommodate the restricted traffic flow, as well as help
with increased sanitization of desk spaces and hand washing. The school day will need to
be lengthened by 15 minutes to accommodate this extra time, and will therefore end at
3:30PM instead of 3:15PM (8th period will end at 3:00PM instead of 2:45PM – CLICK
HERE for the 2020-2021 LCHS Bell Schedule).
We are also working to purchase technology to allow for classes to be simulcast online for
students who are sick, quarantined, or have medically-related issues which preclude inperson attendance.
Daily cleaning is being enhanced. At the end of each class,
we will provide disinfectant wipes so students can clean
their desk and desk shield before they go to their next
class. Our custodial staff will undertake a stringent
cleaning regimen every night. We are also enhancing our
air-filtration system to reduce particulates and generally
elevate indoor-air quality.
As a contingency, Plan B includes dividing all students into
two groups by last name. Students in one group would
come on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday one week, and
then Tuesday and Thursday the next week. Students in the
other group would come on Tuesday and Thursday one week, and then Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday the next week. The in-person classes will be simulcast to students
at home in an online format. We would disseminate Chromebooks to families in need.
Instruction would be provided via online video-conferencing programs as well as Google
Classroom to exchange documents with classroom instructors.
This contingency plan will be employed if the school is forced by state officials to have
fewer students (14 – 16 pupils) in the classrooms, as it would cut our daily student
population in half, creating more physical distancing in the building.

As a last resort, Plan C would accommodate instructing all students online, much the way
we did throughout the 4th quarter of the last school year. As with Plan B, we would
disseminate Chromebooks to families in need and use similar online video conferencing
programs in addition to Google Classroom.
Our strong preference is to have our kids back in school this fall. Learning occurs best
when students are physically on-site and together to learn the Core Knowledge and
classically-oriented curricula directly from our professional instructors in-person.
Although this school year could look very different, and will likely be less-than-ideal, our
intention is to work together to ensure students receive the best education possible. We
take education very seriously and will continue to make it the school’s top priority. Keeping
families and students safe remains a broader community, and family priority, and cannot
be compromised. We will do our best to continue helping students achieve their families’
educational objectives safely while here at Liberty. Thank you for your patience as we
navigate the most successful pathway forward.
Mrs. Kearney, Dr. Robinson, and I will host a couple Question & Answer meetings to
discuss what our school days will look like for the 2020-2021 school year. Here are the
schedule, and video-conference details:
Mon 3 Aug at 5:00PM https://libertycommon.zoom.us/j/95165459355
Tue 4 Aug at 5:00PM https://libertycommon.zoom.us/j/92539664058
We hope you can join us to learn about how we are making this year successful for all our
students. We look forward to answering any questions you may have.
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with any questions. As I mentioned at the
start of this communication, guidance is continually changing, so we want to give you all
the most up-to-date plans and information. Have a great rest of your summer.
Sincerely,
Torgun J. Lovely (tlovely@libertycommon.org)
Principal of Liberty Common High School
Bob Schaffer (bschaffer@libertycommon.org)
Headmaster
Omnes viae tuae stabiliant – Let all your ways be steadfast. (Motto for the 2020-2021
School Year)
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Storage Donation & Volunteering Opportunities. Many
people in our school community have asked if there are
any opportunities for them to assist with preparations for
in-person learning this fall. The answer is, “Yes!” CLICK

HERE for a list of projects this summer with which the
school could use a lot of help.

Graduation. The long-anticipated graduation ceremony for the
Class of 2020 will be Saturday, July 25 at 9:00AM. Because of
health restrictions, attendance in-person is by invitation only, but
we encourage other members of the community to follow along
through a professionally-produced live stream of the event on
the school's YouTube channel at this link.

Athletic Information. For more information regarding athletics, please visit our website at
hs.libertycommon.org/athletics. We will be rebuilding and updating our athletics website
and have the new site ready to launch on Monday, July 27th, 2020. Our website will be the
new location to get any and all athletics information, news, updates, and more.
As we all adapt to the changing times from the current pandemic, we will do our best to
update you with information pertaining to COVID-19 happenings. During this uncertain
time we must understand that our seasons will not look the same as in previous years, but
we will do our best to adapt and overcome any obstacles with a helpful and cooperative
attitude.
Thank you and Go Eagles!
Brode McDonald, LCS Athletic Director

New LCHS Team Members.
LCHS is happy to announce the hiring of Mr. Brode
McDonald, LCS new Athletic Director. Mr. McDonald is a
Fort Collins native who attended Rocky Mountain High
School before graduating with a Bachelor's Degree in
Exercise Science from Colorado State University. Growing
up, he participated in a wide variety of sports, ranging from
football to soccer to swimming to gymnastics. He continued
playing sports into college when he accepted a scholarship
to play football at Colorado State University – Pueblo. After
graduation, he worked for multiple youth- sport
organizations, gaining valuable experience in event
management, coaching, and sport administration. While
serving as the Athletic Director at Ridgeview Classical, he
earned his Master's Degree in Sport Administration. He
comes to Liberty Common with a wealth of knowledge and
experience in youth-sports administration, coaching, and
event management. He is greatly looking forward to growing
the athletics department, and serving the Liberty community.

Please welcome our new LCHS maintenance coordinator

Mr. Brian Elshof. He is extremely excited to share his
knowledge of building maintenance that he has compiled
from 30 years working in the facility department within
public education. Over the years, he held many different
roles as custodian, custodial area supervisor, and district
custodial manager. He is looking forward to the day-to-day
interaction with staff and students this coming school year.
He is always excited to learn from everyone that he has
the chance to interact with. Mr. Elshof enjoys spending
time with his wife, children and grandchildren. In his spare
time you will find him tinkering with his classic car.

Engineering Expansion. Congratulations to the newest
member of the Liberty Common High School faculty, Mr.
David Kleen. Many of you know him as LCS kindergarten
teacher Mrs. Becky Kleen's husband, or as father to
Alyssa (LCHS class of 2015), Megan (LCHS class of
2018), and Justin (LCHS class of 2021), while others
know him as a former LCS Board Member, and Financial
Advisory Committee member. We will all now get to know
him as a colleague beginning in the 2020-2021 school
year. He has been working in the engineering profession
for more than 25 years, and is thrilled to be launching a
second career as an engineering and math instructor.

Little Giant Comes To Liberty. Please join together to
welcome the newest addition to the LCHS faculty, Mr.
Franklin Russel. Mr. Russel is a graduate of Wabash
College, (mascot: the Little Giants). He is originally from
Findlay, Ohio where he earned his Eagle Scout award and
graduated from Findlay High School. While at Wabash, he
majored in political science, and minored in classics. He
competed for the Little Giants in wrestling, and lacrosse.
He also coached middle- and high-school wrestling during
his four years. Over the past three summers, he has
worked as a Ranger at Philmont Scout Ranch. He is very
excited to be joining the Liberty Common team as the new
Physical Education/Health instructor, and looks forward to
working with the students, parents, faculty, and staff.

School Supplies Available. We received a generous
donation of school supplies from CSU's School-Is-Cool
program. The program is a community-outreach effort
managed and organized by Colorado State University
employees. School Is Cool provides essential school
supplies to less-fortunate students to make sure they have
the tools they need to start the school year off right. If your
Liberty students are in need of school supplies, please feel
free to stop by the front office and pick up supplies, after
August 6th. Office Hours are 8AM-3PM, Monday - Friday.

LCS Operations Shop Moving. The school’s Operations & Finance team is moving to

the LCHS Washington Hall from its current location in the Aerarium. For the past couple
years, we’ve been renting office space for this team in the building next door (southeast)
to the elementary school. In an effort to minimize expenses, the whole team will be
vacating rented space, and moving into previous instructional space. The move will take
place next Tuesday and Wednesday (28-29 July).

Theatre Update. The Liberty Theatre Company presents (finally and in audio format)
Arsenic and Old Lace. After a crazy end to the school year, we couldn't put on a show for
everyone like we'd hope to. But, with effort and hard work, we're offering the audio file of
our students for free. See the Liberty fundraising page here to access the link to
download the file. Contact Mr. Skerjanec if you have any questions.
Calling All Thespians. The Liberty Theatre Company is hosting auditions for William
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. The production for the high-school non-musical will be in
the Fall of 2020, not the Spring. Auditions are to be held on August 10th, with call-backs on
August 12th, and the first table read on August 19th. Contact Katie Knab for the sign-up
sheet, and more information.

School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

