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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT (LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)

Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is George Washington week at LCHS.
Next week is George Washington Week at LCHS. George
Washington (1732 – 1799) became the first President of the United
States on April 30, 1789. In May 1775, Washington, one of the
Virginia delegates, was elected Commander in Chief of the
Continental Army. Washington became a prime mover in the steps
leading to the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia in 1787.
When the new Constitution was ratified, the Electoral College
unanimously elected Washington President. Washington enjoyed
less than three years of retirement at Mount Vernon; he died of a
throat infection December 14, 1799. For months, the nation
mourned him. For good biographical information CLICK HERE.

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

Knowing What They Know
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
There was a revelatory moment in the short video clip featured in last week’s Liberty
Common Sense that encapsulates the genius of the Core Knowledge Curriculum. It
happened quickly, yet was sublime.
Such moments occur all the time in our classrooms. We train our professional instructors
to capitalize upon these opportunities. The tactic makes lessons stick like Velcro in the
memory banks of our students.

If you missed it, please click on the nearby video link featuring Mr. Jared Dybzinski
teaching juniors in his American Literature course. Watch for the moment when he
connected his 11th-grade students back to a short story “The Open Boat” which they
studied four years ago as 8th graders.

It’s a gorgeous little example. Every grade of the Core Knowledge Sequence (k-8) aligns
with the curriculum in subsequent, and previous grades. Thematic lessons “spiral back”
but at deeper levels as students mature, thereby stacking “knowledge upon knowledge;”
or, by fastening new lessons upon the students’ background knowledge – like Velcro.
The overwhelming advantage is that Liberty’s professional classroom instructors know
what their students already know, and what they will eventually know – what students
have absorbed in previous grades, and what they will be taught as they advance.
This is why Liberty students seem to know so much. No magic here, just years of

thoughtful organization, and professional practice based upon the research, observations,
and philosophy of Dr. E.D. Hirsch.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Candidates Needed for Upcoming Board of
Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer Board of
Directors will have two open Director positions with
three-year terms commencing this June. Elections
for these positions will be held the third week of
April. The online application is available here. For
more details on requirements to serve on the Board
of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty
Common School. LCS depends upon parentvolunteer leadership. Liberty’s seven-member,
parent-volunteer Board of Directors is responsible for maintaining educational, and
operational policies which support the vision, philosophy, and mission as defined in
Liberty’s Charter Application, Contract, Bylaws, and Board Policies.
Ideal candidates are passionate about the mission, and philosophy of LCS, and are
interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s continued academic, charactereducation success. Liberty’s Board of Directors would love to answer questions regarding
Board service. Please contact Board Director Todd Arndorfer or any other Director. If
interested, please complete a Board Candidate Application HERE. The application
deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 3, 2021.

2020-2021 Important Dates
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day | No School for students.
Feb 15 | Presidents' Day | No School.
Feb 17 | Order Challenges | 2:30PM.
Feb 18 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Feb 19 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Feb 26 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Feb 27 | Festival-of-Ideas.
Mar 3 | JH Character-Ed Lyceum | 2:20PM | Colosseum.
Mar 4 | HS Character-Ed Lyceum | 2:20PM | Colosseum.
Mar 5 | Free-Dress Day.
Mar 6 | Practice SAT | 8:00AM-1:30PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Mar 8 | Orchestra Concert.
Mar 9 | Concert-Band Performance.
Mar 10 | Liberty-Gives Day.
Mar 11 | Intermediate-Band Concert.
Mar 12 | 6th-Grade Day | All-day | 3rd Quarter ends.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break | No School.
Mar 23 | Spring-Choral Concert.
Mar 24 | JH Order Challenges | 2:30PM | Colosseum.
Mar 24 | NHS Induction Ceremony | 6:30-8:00PM | Location TBD.
Mar 25 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Mar 26 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
CLICK HERE for upcoming events and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school 3rd-quarter bell schedule and CLICK HERE to view blockday schedule.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices
Technology Return. Now that we are back to in-person learning, unless you are currently
remote, please return any computer devices (Chromebooks, laptops, tablets) you may
have checked out temporarily. These resources are needed and used regularly at school.

Pandemic-Response Update
Two Cases. Liberty Common School learned, this week one high-school student, and one
high-school faculty/staff member who have tested positive for COVID. Larimer County
Department of Health and Environment is engaged in contact tracing, and will be
contacting families as appropriate.

Board of Directors Message
We would like to thank our school’s administration, staff, and educators. The
heroism and hard work have brought a sense of normalcy to our students and
parents, despite our school’s team not being anywhere close to normal. They have
helped show amazing perseverance in the face of adversity and it is commendable.
It’s also laid down a benchmark for other schools, showing that in-person is not only
possible, but imperative. We would also like to thank our fellow parents for your
perseverance in continuing to volunteer at the school in varying capacities. Without
your help, our amazing institution cannot function at the level we have all come to
expect.
We would like our fellow parent population to know that there is an immense
amount of manhours that goes into processing student information and logistics
regarding at-home learning. Many parents have asked why their child is not able to
take advantage of the at-home (remote) learning when their child is missing school
unless they have tested positive. This is an understandable question. The answer is
bandwidth. Our educators are working incredibly hard to handle both in-person and
remote students. Unfortunately, the task is not as simple as having them turn on
google classroom. Out of respect to our educator’s time and efforts-already being
tasked to a maximum level-, the administration has had to make a difficult choice to
reserve remote learning to COVID positive and/or immunocompromised families.
We would like to remind parents to please be vigilant about monitoring the health of
all family members. In order for in-person learning to continue, we’ve all been
charged with taking an active role in health monitoring. The administration, staff,
and educators are constantly being asked questions about when a child should stay
home. Fortunately, most of that information can be found on our school website. A
lot of time was spent making sure you had instant access to the answers to these
questions. So please refer to our website prior to reaching out to school personnel.
This helps ensure you have the correct information at your fingertips, while also
honoring the fact that our staff’s time is being respected, especially in lieu of all the
additional work they have taken on this past year.

Board Of Directors Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.

Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

House Standings.

7th Graders Go Remote. Attention parents of 7th graders: On Friday, March 12th (AKA
6th-Grade Day), all LCHS 7th graders will have an at-home learning day to allow our rising
7th graders (current 6thgraders) to visit the high-school campus and spend a day with our
amazing 7 th-grade teachers. Please watch for an email to come in a few weeks with
details about what your 7th-grade student will be working on that day, and please
contact Mrs. Kearney with any questions in the meantime.

Festival of Ideas. At Festival of Ideas 2021, in addition to an array of visiting speakers,
we are featuring brilliant talks by our engaging teachers. Here is a sampling of the line up
we have for you...
Dave Lunn: A World of Music in Your Backyard.
Ashley McAllister: Zero and Her Evil Twin, Infinity.
Stanton Skerjanec: Strike at the Root: Exploring the Shared Mentality of Fascism
and Communism.
Mary Renstrom: Twisted Tales and Stories Spun: Textile Traditions in Literature.
Dr. Joel Penning: How to Start Your Own Country.
Rex Seiple: The Art of Isolation.
To learn more about our presentation offerings CLICK HERE.
To register for Festival of Ideas CLICK HERE.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

Summer Opportunities with Service Academies. LCHS juniors interested in the service
academies or ROTC would do well to consider applying for the academies' summer
leadership experiences. Not only do the summer seminars give students a better idea of
what the academies are about, but nomination committees and appointment committees
put significant weight on seminar attendance.
Information for USNA's Summer Seminar can be found
at https://www.usna.edu/Admissions/Programs/NASS.php; applications are due
by 31 March.
Information for USMA's Summer Leaders Experience can be found
at https://www.westpoint.edu/admissions/summer-program; applications are
due by 15 March.
The window for USAFA's Summer Seminar
(https://www.academyadmissions.com/prepare/high-school/summerseminar/) has already closed. Freshmen and Sophomores interested in USAFA
should bookmark the site for next year.

Practice SAT March 6. Juniors, there will be a full practice SAT on March 7 at 8 AM in
the Acropolis. After a full run-through of the test, faculty members will walk students

through the math and language portions question-by-question. Don't miss this opportunity
to prep for the April 13th SAT. Pizza lunch will be provided. Please RSVP so we can plan
to print enough materials. To sign up, just email Dr. Robinson your intent to participate.

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

Summer Opportunities and Spring-College Fairs. Summer can be a great time for
students to explore potential interests and majors. Most programs are offered to 10th-12 th
graders. Programs include engineering, pre-med, art, writing, and more. See full list is
here.

Upcoming-Virtual College Visits. All college visits this semester are virtual. Please
check Liberty Common Sense each week for updated visits.

Alumni Update From Elizabeth Yeh, LCHS ’15,
Now an Educator in Northern Colorado.

Who knew LCHS alumna Elizabeth Yeh (’15) would graduate of Brown University, work a
few years in the business world, then come back home to Northern Colorado to become a
school administrator, and an art instructor? Up until about a year ago, probably not even

Liz would have guessed.
She’s loving her current station, nonetheless, as the executive director of Chesterton
Academy of St. John Paul II high school, a startup institution serving Northern
Colorado.
Liz’ background in economics, investments, St. Thomas Aquinas, the Church Fathers,
and Catholic social thought is coming to the fore in helping successfully launch the new
school at its temporarily location in Windsor. Armed with prior experience in the private
sector, and in the entrepreneurial world, Liz is now leading a new-building project,
coordinating fundraising, and integrating the school’s reach to families throughout Greeley,
Loveland, Fort Collins, and other neighboring communities.
In an essay published last month, Liz wrote, “There are many parts of working at the
Chesterton Academy of St. John Paul II that I love: the dedicated students and families,
the supportive faculty and board, the spirit of earnest learning, and the environment of faith
and hope. This last month, during our first End-of-Year Appeal, I was struck by another
aspect of this job I couldn’t have imagined, but am nonetheless incredibly grateful for: the
immense generosity of our community, near and far, that has so willingly joined us in this
great endeavor.”
Like Liberty Common School, Yeh has kept her school open despite the COVID
pandemic. Her team has been teaching in-person – other than a short instance where
student quarantines caused the school to temporarily teach remotely. “I didn’t expect the
kind notes people sent us saying they were praying for the school daily, not only
supporting us financially but spiritually as well.”
Liz finds parental expressions of gratitude, and financial support to be big motivators for
the teaching faculty. “I am not sure that I will ever get used to this aspect of the job; that I
will ever not be surprised at the generosity of those who give for no other reason than they
believe that this school is good and necessary and for His Kingdom. I believe that the
generosity of those near and far will continue to bring us to our knees, as we thank God
for His Goodness and the gift of those who make this school possible.”
Go Bears! Go Thunder!

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
Upcoming Events7th Volleyball
Mon, 2/15, 4 PM, Home, vs Frontier.
Wed, 2/17, 4PM, Home, vs Milliken.
Thu, 2/18, 4 PM, Away, at Platte Valley.
Fri, 2/19, 4PM, Away, at Weld Central.
8th Volleyball
Monday's (8th grade only) game against Frontier has been cancelled due to COVID-19
restrictions.
Wed, 2/17, 4PM, Away, at Frontier.
Thus, 2/18, 4 PM, Home, vs Platte Valley.
Fri, 2/119, 4PM, Home vs Weld Central.

High School Sports:
Women's Swimming
Tues, 2/16, 2PM, Home, vs Holyoke.
Thu., 2/18, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Sat, 2/20, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Women's Basketball
Wed, 2/17, 7PM, Away, vs Estes Park.
Fri, 2/19, 7PM, Home, at Resurrection Christian.
Sat, 2/20. 4PM, Away, vs Brush.
Men's Basketball
Tues, 2/16, 7PM, Away, vs Estes Park.
Thus, 2/18, 7PM, Home, at Resurrection Christian.
Sat, 2/20. 7PM, Away, vs Brush.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty-Gives Day. March 10th is our first ever Liberty-Gives Day. Starting at midnight,
you’ll have the opportunity to contribute to one or more important causes here at
Liberty. Mark your calendars now.

AST Tip Of The Week
Feed Your Brain. Studies have shown that students perform better when they are full and
well-rested. This means that skipping lunch not only makes you hungrier, but also less
prepared for class for the remainder of the day. Liberty plans for students who have
forgotten their lunch, so if you find yourself without lunch, don’t hesitate to get in touch with
Mrs. Burgess. In addition to a good lunch, having a snack directly after school will also
often help you prepare to complete your evening homework. Overall, it is important to pair
good eating habits with a reasonable bedtime for optimal success.
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Singapore Math?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster LCHS
Years ago, when Liberty wanted to build a second-to-none math
program, the school’s Board of Directors didn’t ask which school,
which school district, or which state teaches math the best. No; it
pursued the best math program on the entire planet.
This quest acquainted Liberty with the research and conclusions of
Liping Ma about why Chinese students consistently outperform... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 134. Invitation. When a boy
receives an invitation to a private dance,

he finds out what girls are invited, and
asks someone if he may call for her. “

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Math Tutors Available.
LCHS alumnus Uriah Nevins is willing and eager to tutor for pre-algebra, algebra I,
geometry, algebra II, college algebra, college trigonometry, and/or calculus AB.
Please contact Uriah via email if your student needs assistance.
LCHS alumnus, Philip Allmendinger, is available to tutor algebra I, geometry,
algebra II, college algebra, and/or college trigonometry. He has four years
experience as a CSU college-trigonometry and college-algebra tutor. Please
contact Philip if you have any tutoring needs. (970-412-6367).
Hello! My name is Brooke Lauderback. I’m a Liberty Common High School alumna
and a recent graduate at Purdue University. I tutor all math from pre-algebra
through calculus 3, general and AP chemistry, general and AP physics, and
Spanish 1 and 2. I can also tutor differential equations and linear algebra for any
students taking math credits from CSU. I can tutor remotely using Zoom, WebEx,
and Discord, whichever you prefer. If you need a tutor, please email me at
brookelauderback@outlook.com. Thank you for your time, and I hope you all
have a wonderful week.

News Worth Repeating
2021 Parent Survey. Liberty Common School is always
looking to improve, and it needs every parent’s help. This
year, parents of LCS students are asked to complete two
surveys; general (all k-12 Liberty families), and a studentspecific segment. Please CLICK HERE to complete the
general survey by February 26, 2021. A link to the studentspecific-survey for all families spanning all grades, will be
included in next week’s Liberty Common Sense.
These surveys are very important for the Board of
Directors, and administration to learn about needs, and areas where the school can
improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to give feedback.
9th-Hour Clubs Temporarily Suspended.
In an effort to prioritize in-person learning,
and minimize the chances for another
uptick in COVID cases, several
extracurricular clubs and activities are be
suspended. Parents, if possible, please

make arrangements to pick your students
up after 8th period unless there is a
specific reason for them to be in the
building. Students are encouraged to only
stay for 9 th hour if there is an academic
need such as getting extra help, working on
homework, or attending leadership
meetings for the House and Order systems, Key Club, FBLA, etc. Social or fitness clubs
such as spike ball, ga-ga ball, weightlifting, ukulele club, hot politics, chess club, etc., will
be postponed for a bit. Students should check with faculty sponsors/advisors to ask
questions about specific clubs or activities.

Summer-School Information. Each year, we offer a variety of great programs and
classes during the summer. Some of these are for-credit classes that are also offered
during the school year, and others are enrichment programs that are only offered during
the summer. The table below shows all offerings in a quick snapshot. Detailed information
about times of day, prices, and other information can be found in the Summer Academic
Opportunities Packet. Please note that the registration portal is not yet open, but this
information can allow you to begin to plan summer schedules around certain classes. See
future editions of Liberty Common Sense for an announcement when registration is
available. It is also possible additional classes will be added in future versions of the
summer packet, so stay tuned for further information, and contact Dr. Robinson anytime
with questions.

The Oracle. A prophecy once said The Oracle student newspaper would rise from the
dead. Indeed it has! Thanks to a small group of dedicated students, The Oracle is alive
and well and you can now read the Winter edition of 2021. A limited number of paper
copies are available at school, or you can access the online version, which has additional
content, at the following website.

Juniors- Class of 2022. Be sure to schedule your junior meeting with Mrs. Campbell.
We will discuss potential colleges, scholarships, testing plans, and post-grad plans that
meet your goals. Set up an appointment on the following link.

Understanding the Cost of College. As we know the cost of
college is more expensive than ever. It’s important to know of

reliable and accessible resources to help you navigate the
college-affordability process.
Upcoming Webinar. The Price You Pay for College author Ron
Lieber, will discuss his new book along with author Jeff Selingo,
Who Gets In and Why.
February 8th 8:00PM ET, webinar open to all grade-level families.
Register right here.
Check out CBS interview here with Ron Lieber about his new
book The Price You Pay for College.

TuitionFit is truly the best resource available to families to help identity not only potential
college costs, but how to identify additional colleges that may be comparable for tuition
costs. CLICK HERE for more information.
Go to TuitionFit and create a free account. Find a set of schools that will be in your price
range based on the offers that similar students shared just last year (i.e., students who
were seniors in HS last spring and receiving award letters, etc.). You can build a list of
schools for free. If you want to see the details of each of those offers that were shared,
they can pay a one-time small fee. You don't have to pay anything to get instant access to
a list of schools in their price range. This is a great resource to see upfront potential costs
of colleges.

Ashbrook Academy Summer
Programs. Ashbrook Academy has invited
LCHS rising juniors, and rising seniors to
attend summer academy seminars in
American history and government, U.S.
history, politics, and economics. The
Academy meets for seven days each
summer at the Ashbrook Center on the
campus of Ashland University in Ashland,
Ohio immersing participants in a deep study of the biggest challenges that have faced our
Republic. Each Ashbrook Academy costs $750*. These fees cover all expenses related to
the program including instructional materials (other than travel) and two elective credits in
political science from Ashland University. Unlike other courses or programs that tend to
erode confidence and pride in our country by emphasizing its historical failures,
the Ashbrook Academies invites you to consider the American experiment in selfgovernment as a triumph, a victory for reason and the human spirit that warrants grateful
celebration but also demands serious study. CLICK HERE for more information. CLICK
HERE to apply.
*Note: A generous donor has offered to defray expenses for LCHS students wanting to attend
this program, but who need financial help. Contact Mr. Schaffer for details.

Stop Gathering Off Campus. Students: Please do not participate in off-campus
gatherings, especially with other LCHS students. In the course of investigating a recent
spike in LCHS-related COVID cases, it has become apparent there have been multiple offcampus student gatherings that may have yielded excellent opportunities for virus
transmission. Contact tracing is indicating consistencies between infected cases, and
participation in off-campus parties, study groups, and even sleepovers. Though it is
impossible to determine these correlations as causal, it is clear that students have
assumed unnecessary public-health risks that may have contributed to the disruption of
normal school activities. This is a very expensive outcome on many levels. As a function
of basic civic justice, please curtail off-campus gatherings. Parents: Lending a hand of
guidance here would be greatly appreciated.

Join The Young Marines . The Rocky Mountain Young Marines is
looking for a few great Liberty kids, ages 8 -18, to join its upcoming
Recruit Class beginning on March 25th. For more information, please
contact, Nancy Hoyer .

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Projects-And-Assessments Calendar. The Liberty website has a helpful feature for
parents and students. All major upcoming projects and assessments can be seen by
CLICKING HERE.

Volunteering At LCHS. Liberty Common School values parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the
educational experience for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents and
students. If you are interested in volunteering at LCHS, and have not previously registered
as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Feb. 12 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 15 | President's Day.
March 15-19 | Spring Break.
April 2 | Good Friday.
CLICK HERE for upcoming event and dates.

Upcoming Trips
Music, Mountains, Chocolate Is Still On. Travel to the

Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn
is leading his fourth tour of this fascinating and beautiful
region of Europe during Spring Break of 2021. This trip is
open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS alumni.
Email Mr. Lunn if interested. There are a few spots still
available, act now.

Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you
can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. CLICK HERE for more information.
Email Mr. Seiple with any questions. Act now and
you can give this as a Christmas gift.

Spring Break 2021 In Costa Rica. This trip has been postponed.
Email Mrs. Deitrick for more info. Vamonos.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- February 25th | 6:00PM | LCS.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:30AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

STAY CONNECTED








Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty

