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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT (LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)

Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Ronald Regan week at LCHS.
Next Week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCHS.
Ronald Reagan (1911 – 2004), originally an American
actor and politician, became the 40th President of the
United States serving from 1981 to 1989. His term saw
a restoration of prosperity at home and the end of the
Cold War, with the goal of achieving "peace through
strength" abroad. President Reagan designated
Martin Luther King Jr. Day a national
holiday. February 6th is Reagan’s birthday. CLICK
HERE for a biographical summary.

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

“The True Magic of Liberty Common”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The introduction reads, “(T)his modest campus is the entry point into what many regard as
the best public school in Colorado—a school renowned for elite academic performance,
prestigious state and national awards, and a student lottery pool that reaches into the
thousands.”
Education writer Ross Izard has spent years
observing schools, summarizing their attributes, and
comparing results. Recently, he visited Liberty
Common School, both campuses, and penned a
flattering profile of our mighty institution.
Published this week by the The Independence
Institute, the profile reflects exceedingly well on the
many years of planning, refining, and delivery of our
top-rated curriculum, and our school culture. See
elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for
additional explanation – or just CLICK HERE to read it
now.
Print copies of the document are being sent far and
wide as an example of what a good school should
be. You can also CLICK HERE, and HERE to hear
recordings of radio interviews broadcast this week by stations picking up on the profile.
“Having finished my time at the school,” writes Izard, “I consider that the true magic of
Liberty Common is not newfangled pedagogies or curricula but is a knowledge-focused,
highly intentional education.” That’s the big takeaway summed near the end of this
magnificent, wonderful composition.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Annual Freedom Celebration. Today culminates National
School Choice Week. Liberty Common School was featured in
a prominent email blast sent to school leaders statewide by
one of the state’s leading school-reform advocacy
groups. CLICK HERE to see the communiqué which includes
Independence Institute’s new profile on our school, along with
a recent PBS feature, and historical information about
Colorado’s charter-school movement in which LCS is also
prominently featured.

City Declares School-Choice Week. Aligning with
National School-Choice Week (which ends

tomorrow), the City of Fort Collins adopted a
Proclamation doubly dubbing the week as Fort
Collins School Choice Week. Huzzahs to the LCHS
House System’s Director of Community
Outreach Griffin Kiesecker (’21) who worked
with Ft. Collins Mayor Wade Troxell in composing
the Proclamation text. The final adopted, signed,
sealed, and official Proclamation parchment was
delivered by the City Clerk to LCHS yesterday, and
now resides at our mighty school. Way to go
Griffin! Way to go Liberty Common School for, once
again, leading the way in the charter-school
movement.

Explosive Growth In Charter Schools. A new study shows charter schools in Colorado
are growing at a dramatic rate due to flexibility, autonomy, and the efficiency of site-based
leadership. CLICK HERE to see the report.

Fantastic LCS Profile Published. The
Colorado-based Independence Institute, the
state’s premier school-choice-leadership
agency, this week, published a fantastic
magazine-style profile on our excellent
school. Written by education writer Mr. Ross
Izard, the piece is a great description of why
our school is so special. Izard spent a day
visiting both campuses, sitting in on
classroom lessons, visiting students, faculty, and administration. The interviews, plus
Izard’s observations, and commentary make an inspiring story. The print publication will be
sent to all state legislators, school-board members in each of Colorado’s 178 school
districts, and many other public-education policymakers. CLICK HERE to see a digital
copy.

2020-2021 Important Dates
Feb 3 | All-School Character Ed Lyceum | 2:20PM | CLICK HERE to join.
Feb 8-11 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
Feb 15 | Presidents' Day | No School.
Feb 17 | Order Challenges | 2:30PM.
Feb 18 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Feb 26 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Feb 27 | Festival-of-Ideas.
CLICK HERE for upcoming events and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school 3rd-quarter bell schedule and CLICK HERE to view blockday schedule.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices
Ashbrook Academy Summer

Programs. Ashbrook Academy has invited
LCHS rising juniors, and rising seniors to
attend summer academy seminars in
American history and government, U.S.
history, politics, and economics. The
Academy meets for seven days each
summer at the Ashbrook Center on the
campus of Ashland University in Ashland,
Ohio immersing participants in a deep study
of the biggest challenges that have faced our Republic. Each Ashbrook Academy costs
$750*. These fees cover all expenses related to the program including instructional
materials (other than travel) and two elective credits in political science from Ashland
University. Unlike other courses or programs that tend to erode confidence and pride in
our country by emphasizing its historical failures, the Ashbrook Academies invites you to
consider the American experiment in self-government as a triumph, a victory for reason
and the human spirit that warrants grateful celebration but also demands serious
study. CLICK HERE for more information. CLICK HERE to apply.
*Note: A generous donor has offered to defray expenses for LCHS students wanting to attend
this program, but who need financial help. Contact Mr. Schaffer for details.

Morning Announcements On
YouTube. The two-week suspension of inclassroom instruction at LCHS has pushed
the daily “Morning Announcements” to the
LCHS YouTube Channel. CLICK HERE to
see how students are starting their day
next week, and catch up on this week’s
back-issue broadcasts. The theatrics might
make you cringe a bit, but the daily morning
news is more energizing than a jolt of
double espresso.

MMA Schedule Change. Due to the cancellation of
after-school events, we will reschedule the AMC 10 and
12 exams for the alternate date, February 10th,
2021 from 3:06PM-4:30PM in The Euclid Room (157).
Email Mrs. McAllister to sign up for this
competition. The AMC 10 and AMC 12 are both 25question, 75-minute, multiple-choice examinations in high-school mathematics designed to
promote the development and enhancement of problem-solving skills. The AMC 10 is for
students in 10th grade and below and the AMC 12 is for students in 12th grade or
below. The AMC 10/12 provides an opportunity for high-school students to develop
positive attitudes towards analytical thinking and mathematics that can assist in future
careers. The AMC 10/12 is the first in a series of competitions eventually leading to the
International Mathematics Olympiad.

Pandemic-Response Update
Twenty-One Cases. Liberty Common School learned, this week, of twelve high-school
students, four high-school faculty/staff members, and five elementary students who have
tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

On Air. Depth and commentary about the COVID-induced,
temporary suspension of in-person instruction at LCHS were
discussed this week on local radio stations. Headmaster

Schaffer was interviewed about the school’s situation, about
the recently published school profile, and a few other topics
impacting the community. CLICK HERE, and HERE for
segments of podcast recordings.

“Reassuring” Evidence. In a new report, researchers said they see little evidence of
major COVID outbreaks in schools. “The preponderance of available evidence from the
fall school semester has been reassuring insofar as the type of rapid spread that was
frequently observed in congregate living facilities or high-density worksites has not been
reported in education settings in schools," the article states.

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

“From the Mouths of Babes”
Liberty Common High School has a beautiful tradition that originated with its first
graduating class – the Senior Speakout.
In early 2013, several seniors asked Mr. Bob Schaffer, the then-principal of the high
school, if they could have a platform from which to share the wisdom they had gleaned
from their time at LCHS with their younger classmates. Mr. Schaffer graciously agreed,
and the Liberty tradition of Senior Speakout was born. It has taken place every year in
January since.
Last week, on Thursday, January 21 st, 2021, a handful of LCHS Class of 2021’s best
shared their words of wisdom with us. I, in turn, would like to take this opportunity to share
some of each senior’s speech with you. I promise your day will be the better for having
read their words. Enjoy.
“If you are working on something you are not enthusiastic about, try to find the positive in
whatever you are doing. Instead of getting down on yourself about the negative and
ruining every experience you were ‘forced’ to do by your parents or by your school, find the
good in the situation and make it the most fun it could possibly be. As Proverbs 4:26
advises, ‘Give careful thought to the paths for your feet, and be steadfast in all your
ways.’" – Justin Kleen, Class of 2021
“What I want you all to do, to ask you to do, is to make a friend! To all the kids that have
been here forever, step outside your usual groups of friends that you have known for years
and reach out to somebody who is newer. Make an effort to be their friend, and mean
it! Being nice to somebody in a conversation here and there does not count! Really include
them and make them feel a part of Liberty. Not only will they appreciate it, but it will also
enlarge your own capacity to care for other people. And to all of you who have not been
here forever, that’s okay! You are just as much a part of Liberty as everyone else. You
also, make a friend! Don’t be afraid to talk to people you don’t know, they most likely feel
the exact same way.” -- Bethany Tafoya, Class of 2021

“Much of our time is spent in academics, whether here in this building or at home
studying. Whether we like it or not, we are investing a tremendous amount of time into
school, so it is important to make that investment worthwhile. Therefore, during your time
at school, I challenge each of you to be not only physically present, but to be intellectually
and emotionally present as well. Sitting in class for seven hours a day is a tremendous
waste of time, unless, you gain true, meaningful, and useful knowledge during that
time. You can only do that by working hard to engage in class and to truly understand the
material. So please, approach school with an intentional commitment to learn, and do not
waste the time you spend here.” – Grace McCormick, Class of 2021
“The German poet Goethe coined the phrase: 'Cease endlessly striving what you want to
do and learn to love what must be done.' I find this quote inspiring because, at this point in
your life, you all know that life is tough. There are always going to be hard things that we
have to do, but this quote gives us some hope. It shows that you don’t have to slough your
way through your high-school experience, or your life, by gritting your teeth to do what
must be done. Instead it says that you can learn to love what must be done… My
challenge to you all is to treat this education as a gift, because it is.” – Lucas Barber,
Class of 2021
“Appreciate your years in high-school. Appreciate everyone around you, because the truth
is, yes, you will probably lose the friends you thought were going to be there forever. But
what I have learned is that everyone teaches you a lesson and comes into your life for a
reason, so it is important that you understand and are grateful for the people that you
meet. Some people will stay in your life throughout high school, some other people you will
meet your senior year and you'll wish you had met them earlier (you know who you guys
are). Whatever drama is going on will pass, but what you learn from the experience is what
will stick forever. I advise you to enjoy high school, and whether you decide to stay or not, I
advise you to meet as many people as you can, open your mind, and enjoy every
opportunity that is given to you because we are truly lucky to be here.” – Antonella
Torres, Class of 2021
“Regardless of your circumstances, I’d encourage you to become the person who other
people feel safe and secure around. I’d also encourage you to be honest and not try to
pretend that you have it all together because truthfully none of us have it all together all
the time. In this way, you can help others feel more comfortable as well when they see you
being honest about your struggles. When you encourage others and have people to
encourage you in return, you won’t just become a blessing to others in your short time
here at Liberty. You will be a blessing to those you encounter throughout the rest of your
life.” – Micah Sanfilippo, Class of 2021
“Break the rules you set for yourself and the walls you put up. Go hang out with your
friends, go watch a movie with your family, eat the whole cake. Do what you love; when
you look back on your high-school experience you don’t want to sit here and be sad you
didn’t go on that trip or you didn’t do what you wanted. The worst regret is to look back on
life and see that you didn't take the time for people or yourself and you didn't take the
opportunities that were handed to you.” – Cassie Michaelsen, Class of 2021
Although these seniors may only be seventeen or eighteen, they each truly possess
wisdom far beyond their years. I am grateful that we had the opportunity for them to share
a few nuggets of that wisdom with us.

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

All-School Character-Ed Lyceum . Next Wednesday,

February 3rd, Domus Gratitudinis is producing an allschool character-education Lyceum at 2:20PM: CLICK
HERE to join. Students will earn House and Order points
for attending. Topic: Gratitude. Keynote speaker:
UCHealth Acute-Care Nurse Practitioner Mrs. Tiffany
Green (Ryan’s mom). Please be sure to sign in with the
Zoom link using your school-email account.

Festival of Ideas. On Saturday, February 27th, we are hosting our sixth-annual Festival
of Ideas. The Festival is a colloquium where content experts and students present on a
broad array of topics from the fields of poetry, music, history, philosophy, astrophysics, art
history, and more. This year's event will be free, and held virtually on Zoom, but you still
need to register for each talk you attend. Also, this year, we will be graced with the
insights of two incredible speakers who are teaming up for the keynote address: Dr. David
Rothman and Dr. David Mason, both former poet laureates. Read more about them and
our other guest presenters in the flier linked below. Come join us for a day of exploration
and discovery. Email festivalofideas@libertycommon.org with questions.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.
CLICK HERE for presentation descriptions and more information.
CLICK HERE for the event flier.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

Honor-Roll Correction. An error in last week's Honor Roll list gives me the happy
opportunity to once again call attention to the impressive effort and performance put in by
Liberty students during first semester. Please join me in congratulating these students for
earning Honor-Roll recognition.

Planned Course-Registration Meetings will Proceed Remotely. Beginning Tuesday,
we will be helping students enter their registration requests for the 2021-22 school year
into our computer system. Those meetings will continue through the regularly scheduled
Zoom sessions in core-history classes. The necessary login information for the scheduling
website will be sent to student-email accounts in the days leading up to the registration
meetings. Please talk through class choices with your child and sign their copy of the

form. Given we are currently remote, we will go forward with the registration process now,
and then collect the signed forms after we return to school. If you need additional copies of
either the form, or the Curriculum Guide, see this page on our website.

SAT with Essay. The State of Colorado makes the optional-essay portion of the SAT
available free of charge to any student who wishes to take it. You can sign up for the
optional essay through your CollegeBoard account or by calling CollegeBoard. Before
doing so, please see Dr. Robinson or Mrs. Campbell for advice on whether that would be
a good choice for you. It may be useful to know that CollegeBoard has discontinued the
essay requirement beginning next year and that very few colleges and universities
currently use it in their application review process.

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

Seniors. Don’t forget to check your email for your financial-award letters from the colleges
to which you have been admitted. Award letters will break down your financial aid, grants,
loans, scholarships and work-study offers so you can begin to identify actual cost. Please
find additional information regarding financial-aid award letters here.

Interested in a Gap Year? Check out the virtual gap-year
events happening in February. Take a look at the master
calendar of events. A gap-year experience can be a
fantastic way to grow and learn before entering college.

Summer-Program Opportunities. Stevens Institute of Technology offers a range of
virtual summer-immersion programs for all grade levels. Programs include game design,
cyber security, engineering, bioengineering, and more.

Alumni Update From From Zach Harker, LCHS
’19, Now Attending The University of Denver in
Denver, CO.

Zach Harker (LCHS ’19) is a sophomore at the University of Denver. He is studying math
and geography with minors in film, leadership and French. Zach is a co-founder and the
Vice Chancellor of Ping Pong club at DU, as well as an intramural referee, a member of
Film Club, University of Denver Cru, the Honors Program, and the Pioneer Leadership
Program.
As part of the Pioneer Leadership Program (all of the hip people call it PLP), he is
currently working on a “Community Change Initiative” public-policy project to improve the
RTD bus-fare system. He also recently submitted his application to study in Lyon, France
and will hopefully do so this coming fall (all circumstances permitting).
In light of the current pandemic, Zach has found himself being much more pensive.
Whether these increased deep thoughts will benefit him is yet to be determined.
Regardless, he has constructed many ideas for thought-provoking feature films, and short
films. Unfortunately, Zach has a very small amount of legal tender in his bank account,
and so production of these films is still in the development phase.
Zach moved into an apartment this year, and plans to stay there this summer where he
plans to receive work in a "very important" internship. He still remembers his home of Fort
Collins, however, and he plans to return to his homeland in due time.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Athletic Update. All athletic and in-person extracurricular activities are suspended until
Mon 8 Feb 2021.

Junior-High Athletics
JH Volleyball.
We will resume our season with practice on Monday 8 Feb 2021. Please reach out to
Coach Ibarra or Coach Gill with any questions.
JH-Boys' Basketball.
We will host tryouts on Monday 8 Feb 2021 at the elementary gym for both 7th- and 8thgrade basketball teams. Please check our website or tune in to the morning
announcements for more information.

High-School Athletics
Men's and Women's Basketball.
Our updated schedule can be found on our website. We will have a parent
information meeting via Zoom on Wednesday Feb 3 2021 at 6:00PM and 7:00PM for
men's and women's basketball, respectively. The link for the meeting can be found here.
Women's Swimming.
We will begin practice on Monday Feb 8 2021 at EPIC. Please visit our website for our
updated season schedule.
"We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible
situations."
-Charles Swindoll

Every Family A Donor

Generosity Unmasked Success. You did it! Our year-end fundraising campaign has
reached it’s goal with donations totaling over $250,000 and over 487 contributions. Thank
you for leading Liberty to sustain and bolster compensation for our faculty and staff during
these hard-working times. Your generosity is so very much appreciated—thank you. If
you’d still like to contribute, donate here.

AST Tip Of The Week
Mapping Out a Paper. When writing a paper, start by making a plan. First and foremost,
be sure you understand your teacher’s instructions since each teacher asks for a slightly
different format. Once you understand the format, create an outline. This should always
include a thesis that previews the main point of each paragraph as well as clear topic
sentences. Happy writing.
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Does Liberty Require Latin?
By: Patrick Albright, former Member of the Board, February 2016
My initial reaction when I heard about making 8 th Grade Latin a
requirement was one of skepticism. Why is this necessary? I

pondered the question within the context of the discussion I had
already heard, and wasn’t... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 132. Leave-Taking. As guests, boys and
girls, leave a dinner-party about ten thirty o’clock.
Say good-night to the mother and the son or
daughter. In leaving, shake hands with your hostess,
and say slowly and easily, “Good night, Mrs. Strong.
Thank you for asking me.” Avoid a long rambling farewell, or any attempt to make a
witty remark. As hostess, answer, “I am glad you could come, Jane,” or smile and
say, “Good night, Jane.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Math Tutors Available.
LCHS alumnus Uriah Nevins is willing and eager to tutor for pre-algebra, algebra I,
geometry, algebra II, college algebra, college trigonometry, and/or calculus AB.
Please contact Uriah via email if your student needs assistance.
LCHS alumnus, Philip Allmendinger, is available to tutor algebra I, geometry,
algebra II, college algebra, and/or college trigonometry. He has four years
experience as a CSU college-trigonometry and college-algebra tutor. Please
contact Philip if you have any tutoring needs. (970-412-6367).
Hello! My name is Brooke Lauderback. I’m a Liberty Common High School alumna
and a recent graduate at Purdue University. I tutor all math from pre-algebra
through calculus 3, general and AP chemistry, general and AP physics, and
Spanish 1 and 2. I can also tutor differential equations and linear algebra for any
students taking math credits from CSU. I can tutor remotely using Zoom, WebEx,
and Discord, whichever you prefer. If you need a tutor, please email me at
brookelauderback@outlook.com. Thank you for your time, and I hope you all
have a wonderful week.

News Worth Repeating
Fully-Remote Learning Expectations
Liberty Common High School, 2020-2021 School Year
Maintain Schedule: Students are expected to log in and participate in each class live and
on time. Viewing recorded sessions will only be a solution if technological issues arise or
sickness precludes remote attendance. An absence will be recorded if students are not in

attendance remotely at the time of the class.
Camera Use: To facilitate interaction with the classroom teacher, students engaged in
remote learning will be expected to have their webcam active during all class sessions.
Dress Code: Students must adhere to the Free-Dress-Day Dress Code because cameras
will be active and student images may be displayed on in-class screens.
Appropriate Environment: Parents are encouraged to create a suitable and predictable
environment where students will be able to focus on school work with minimal interruptions
for extended periods. Since students’ images may be displayed at any time, distracting
environments, such as participating in class while boating on the lake or playing in the
park, would be inappropriate.
Check Google Classroom Regularly: Keeping up with assignments and coursework is
the responsibility of the student. Check-in on Google Classroom, and/or in other ways
defined by the teacher, on a daily basis to keep up on current classwork.

LCHS Campus Temporarily Closed. In-person instruction at Liberty Common School’s
high-school campus (grades 7-12) will be suspended for one more week. In-person
instruction resumes February 8, 2021. In the meantime, instruction will be delivered 100%
remotely. The school has experienced a small spike in positive COVID-19 cases over the
past two weeks among high-school students. Contact tracing may relate the trend to
multiple off-campus gatherings of students and sports. The correlation does not establish
causality. Therefore, as a proactive extra layer of precaution, the Larimer County
Department of Health and Environment, relying upon state-government guidance, has
impelled the school to suspend use of the high-school campus for fourteen days starting
Monday. Since there is no way to verify exactly whether the virus has been transmitted
between students, much less how or where, the county’s request may be regarded as a
reasonable one. Conceding to it, in the judgement of the school’s administration, is
prudent. The LCHS faculty, administration, and support staff is now in direct
communication with students as to immediate procedures, expectations, and transition
accommodations, as are coaches, and activity sponsors. These channels of
communication will continue to be utilized throughout the period of facility
closure. Extraordinary communications outside of the Liberty Common Sense weekly
newsletter may also be utilized as needed. Also, updates are posted on the school’s
website. Please check elsewhere throughout today’s Common Sense edition for activityspecific guidance. Shuttle-bus service between the two campuses is suspended pending
reopening of the high-school building. The suspension of LCHS high-school campus
access has no other bearing on elementary-school instruction, and elementary-school
activities which continue as normal.

Stop Gathering Off Campus. Students: Please do not participate in off-campus
gatherings, especially with other LCHS students. In the course of investigating a recent
spike in LCHS-related COVID cases, it has become apparent there have been multiple offcampus student gatherings that may have yielded excellent opportunities for virus
transmission. Contact tracing is indicating consistencies between infected cases, and
participation in off-campus parties, study groups, and even sleepovers. Though it is
impossible to determine these correlations as causal, it is clear that students have
assumed unnecessary public-health risks that may have contributed to the disruption of
normal school activities. This is a very expensive outcome on many levels. As a function
of basic civic justice, please curtail off-campus gatherings. Parents: Lending a hand of
guidance here would be greatly appreciated.

Activities Suspended. All high-school athletic, and high-school in-person extracurricular
activities are suspended until Mon 8 Feb 2021.

Justification For High-School Closure. The LCS Board of Directors, and administrators

are grateful for the support of Liberty families in navigating the school’s unprecedented
success in maintaining in-school instruction for 20 consecutive weeks. This high level of
academic commitment continues to be achieved through heroic examples of improvising,
adapting, overcoming, and loving. We’re thrilled that in-person instruction at our k-6
campus continues forward unimpaired. The reasons for temporary suspension of inperson instruction at the high-school campus are compelled by determination of the
Larimer County Department of Health and Environment, which the school, as an agency of
state government, is obligated to honor. Parents wishing to express opinions about the
county’s guidance on this matter may do so by contacting county public-health officials
CLICK HERE, or Members of the Board of County Commissioners CLICK HERE. Since
the county adheres to various edicts of the state government, parents are free to contact
state public-health, and elected officials, too – CLICK HERE.

Shuttle Busing Suspended. Shuttle-bus services between the
two LCS campuses are suspended through Friday, Feb 5 th due to
temporary closure of the high-school building. All elementaryschool students must be picked up at the elementary school.

LCHS Podcasters Go Live. Two LCHS freshmen, Will
Notarfrancesco, and Rhys Cushman, have launched a podcast
platform entitled "Will and Rhys Save the World” which features
analysis, and commentary on the hot topics of college football, and
soccer. The pair’s first ten episodes are accessible on Apple
Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify, Podbean App, Amazon
Music/Audible, TuneIn, and iHeart Radio. New episodes are
produced and posted on Mondays. “We are an L-rated podcast,
and already have some listeners from Liberty,” said
Notarfrancesco, “but we would love to share this podcast with more people.” CLICK
HERE to help Will and Rhys save the world.

Join The Young Marines . The Rocky Mountain Young Marines is
looking for a few great Liberty kids, ages 8 -18, to join its upcoming
Recruit Class beginning on March 25th. We will be hosting a Recruit
Interest Meeting at 7PM on Tuesday, February 2nd at the Fort Collins
VFW at 603 Lesser St. For more information, please contact, Nancy
Hoyer .

Scholarship Opportunity. High-school students, please consider The American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program. Its purpose is to develop a deeper
knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United States, the development of
leadership qualities, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the
preparation for acceptance of the duties, responsibilities, rights, and privileges of
American citizenship. The Colorado contest will take place virtually on Saturday, March 6,
2021. For more information on The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship
Program, please refer to the Legion website.

LCHS Spring College Planning Events 2021. The
following events are open to all grade level parents
and students.

Taking Control of the College Process:
Affordability and SAT/ACT Testing.
January 26, 6:30-7:30PM, Virtual Event via Zoom.
This webinar is open to all grade level families who
want to learn more about the transparency in
ACT/SAT testing and affordability in college
admissions. Fewer colleges are taking test scores and college costs are rising. Learn from
two experts in the college professions about how to take control and navigate through the
process.
Colorado State University: Opportunities and Programs:
February 23, 6:30-7:30PM, Virtual Event via Zoom . CSU is the #1 college that Liberty
Common graduates attend. Come learn more about this great university that has so much
to offer. Hear from the Director of Admissions about the application evaluation process,
majors, scholarships, financial aid, and answers to other questions. All grade levels are
encouraged to attend.
How Colleges Make Admissions Decisions: A Case Studies Workshop.
March 2, 6:30- 7:30PM, Virtual Event via Zoom. During this workshop you will learn how
colleges make admission decisions and what factors they consider most. Hear some key
advice from a panel of college Admissions Directors on strengthening your application and
identifying best fit colleges.
College-Planning Meeting for Juniors: What do we do next?
March 30, 6:30- 7:30PM, TBA: in-person or Zoom. Parents, this event is for you! We will
review next steps and what to do next in the college-planning process before summer
kicks in. We will review the timeline and application deadlines for you to consider before
your student launches into senior year this fall.
College-Planning Meeting for 9 th and 10 th graders.
April 20, 6:30- 7:30PM,TBA: in person or Zoom. Parents and students are invited to this
session to learn the basics of planning for college. Hear from college-admissions staff on
the important factors weighing into an admission decision. We will discuss scholarships,
financial aid, and beginning steps of college planning.

College Board Cancels Subject Test and Writing Section. The College Board
announced that it is discontinuing the SAT Subject Test program and the optional-SAT
section after the June 2021 SAT.
CLICK HERE to read the announcement from the College Board. If you’re currently
registered for an SAT Subject Test, your test will be cancelled and you’ll automatically
receive a refund.
The SAT Subject Tests have been on the way out for several years, and many schools
(including highly competitive universities like CalTech, Duke, and Georgetown) have
recently dropped SAT Subject-Test requirements.
This announcement also comes as the logical endpoint of a longer process, rather than a
shock. Many schools have not required SAT essays for a number of years. In May 2020,
the University of California system also announced that they would no longer consider
SAT or ACT essays. Here is a list of colleges that are test-optional or test-blind in
admissions. www.fairtest.org
The upshot of these announcements is that the College Board will be focusing more of its
energy and resources on the AP program and the SAT. The College Board has plans to
make the SAT available digitally at some point in the future and to continue to try to
provide wider access to the SAT in general. Testing availability has been very challenging
during the Covid-19 pandemic, and the College Board hopes to address some of these
concerns by cutting unpopular programs and focusing on its core services.
It’s very important you do your research and understand how colleges you are considering
utilize test scores. There are some colleges that may still use test scores for merit-

scholarship consideration. The most efficient way to find out is to call the college directly.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Projects-And-Assessments Calendar. The Liberty website has a helpful feature for
parents and students. All major upcoming projects and assessments can be seen by
CLICKING HERE.

Volunteering At LCHS. Liberty Common School values parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the
educational experience for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents and
students. If you are interested in volunteering at LCHS, and have not previously registered
as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Feb. 12 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 15 | President's Day.
March 15-19 | Spring Break.
April 2 | Good Friday.
CLICK HERE for upcoming event and dates.

Upcoming Trips
Music, Mountains, Chocolate Is Still On. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn
is leading his fourth tour of this fascinating and beautiful
region of Europe during Spring Break of 2021. This trip is
open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS alumni.
Email Mr. Lunn if interested. There are a few spots still
available, act now.

Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you

can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. CLICK HERE for more information.
Email Mr. Seiple with any questions. Act now and
you can give this as a Christmas gift.

Spring Break 2021 In Costa Rica. This trip has been postponed.
Email Mrs. Deitrick for more info. Vamonos.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- February 25th | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:30AM-3:45PM
Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty



