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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT (LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)

Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Johann Wolfgang von Goethe week
at LCHS.
Next week at LCHS is Goethe Week. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
was a poet, novelist, and playwright. Born August 28, 1749, in
Frankfurt, Germany, his importance on the 19th century is enormous.
Goethe produced volumes of poetry, essays, criticism, and scientific
work, including a theory of optics and early work on evolution and
linguistics. The author of Faust and Theory of Colours, his influence
spread across Europe, and for the next century his works were a
primary source of inspiration in music, drama, poetry, and even
philosophy.

Headmaster's Message

Happy Homelives Ahead
By: Headmaster Bob Schaffer
If you ask typical American students about their school experience during the pandemic,
their replies are rather discouraging – that according to the school-administrator literature
I’ve read over the past couple of weeks. I receive at least a dozen such bulletins per day.

Liberty Common School stands in contrast. Our students returned to school this week
rejuvenated, happy, eager, and remarkably healthy.
They, seemingly universally, embrace the import of their
meaningful education. Indeed, the Thanksgiving holiday was
an apt occasion to contemplate how the work of the school
is actually preparation for better homelives.
Home and family are places and social institutions wherein a
child’s education is beautifully proven. Her intellectual
growth toward mature literacy should be evident in the vital
moments of sacred holidays like Thanksgiving.
Conversation with extended family, neighbors, friends, and
strangers should bare broadening vocabularies, greater
exposure to timeless stories, and deepening intellectual
context with which to win boardgames, contribute to weighty
discussions, crush some debate, lead in prayer. Self-confidence grows.
With just two weeks left to conquer the semester, Liberty Common students will be even
better prepared for the next sublime tests of homelife – sixteen straight days of hallowed
moments savoring God’s greatest blessings with family, friends, community, and country.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. Monday is
the 79th anniversary of "a date which will live in
infamy." President Franklin Delano Roosevelt described
the carnage of December 7, 1941 to a joint session of the
U.S. Congress assembled the very next day. "The United
States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked
by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan." LCHS
students commemorate the solemn date at school by
dedicating their recitation of the morning Pledge of Allegiance to the 2,403 Americans who
lost their lives, the 1,178 more who were wounded, the tragic casualties of ensuing
warfare, and to the heroism of the many American and allied warriors who brought the last
line of Roosevelt's speech to fruition: "With confidence in our armed forces, with the
unbounded determination of our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph. So help us
God."

LCHS Tesla Coil Shocking. Why is
Liberty Common such an awesome
school? One answer, we have our own
Tesla coil. The LCHS physics department
put 120 volts into it last week, and spun that
up to 5 million volts! CLICK HERE, or on
the nearby video link to see what
happened. Physics instructors, students,
faculty, and a few parents were on hand to
watch the demonstration, and to learn how
and why charged electrons leap from the
coil. It was a shocking after-school lesson,
for sure!

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday December 7, 6:30PM-8:00PM at
Liberty Common High School in the Great Hall or join remotely via this online link. These
are informative presentations for all parents wanting to know more about why we teach
what we teach, and why we do what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty
lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending one of these presentations puts you into the
"upper tier" of those waiting for the next open-enrollment spot.

Grandparents-Day Triumph. A special, Liberty shout-out goes to LCHS House System
Community Outreach Officer Mr. Griffin Kiesecker (LCHS ‘21) for rescuing the day for
approximately 425 sets of Liberty Common School grandparents who tuned in for virtual
Grandparents-Day events (LCS & LCHS) last week. The pandemic all but routed the
annual school tradition until Kiesecker hatched, and executed a plan right out of the
school’s “improvise, adapt, overcome, and love” playbook. The virtual format facilitated
grandparent participation from around the world. CLICK HERE to view the high-school
presentation.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! All live performances
of the junior-high production of A
Christmas Carol have been cancelled this
weekend; but, to all those who have
already purchased tickets, keep your eyes
out for an email containing the link to a
digital recording of our show. This is just
another Christmas movie to add to your
annual repertoire. If you have not
purchased tickets yet, take heart. It's a
Christmas miracle. You may still purchase
tickets online to receive this digital
recording. You can expect the digital
recording to be completed and sent out by
this coming Sunday, December 6th. Happy Holidays!

Julius Caesar Next Weekend! The Liberty Theatre Company is pushing forward to its
new performance dates of December 11-13 for Julius Caesar, assuming no more
controlling government edicts. Tickets already purchased will be honored, and have had
their dates adjusted. Performance capacity is 50 patrons, so buy your tickets soon. The
troupe appreciates your support, patience, and understanding; and, we promise worthy
performances, even if later than planned.

2020-2021 Important Dates

Dec 3-6 | JH Musical | via Teleconference.
Dec 5 | CLT Administration.
Dec 7 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall and teleconference.
Dec 11 | LCHS Free-Dress Day.
Dec 11-13 | Fall HS Play | Julius Caesar | LCS Performance Hall.
Dec 16 | Parent Coffee Chat with Mrs. Campbell | 8:00AM | Pnyx Room.
Dec 16 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Dec 16-18 | 1st-Semester Finals.
Dec 17 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 18 | Talent Show | 1:05PM-2:45PM.
Dec 18 | Q2/S1 Ends.
Jan 4 | Q3/S2 begins.
Jan 5 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 3:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 6 | Open-Campus Lunch | Junior and Seniors.
Jan 6 | JH Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 7 | HS Lyceum | 2:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 10 | Legio XIII | 6:00PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCS elementary and teleconference.
Jan 12 | Geography Bee | 3:30PM | LCS Gym.
Jan 12 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall and teleconference.
Jan 13 | Parent Coffee Chat with Mrs. Campbell | 8:00AM | Pnyx Room.
Jan 18 | Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 20 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Jan 20 | All-school Lyceum | Senior Speakout | 2:20PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Jan 29 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
CLICK HERE for upcoming event and dates.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

Every Family A Donor

This week, the Board of Directors is launching an exciting and appropriate fundraising
initiative: Generosity Unmasked. The funds raised via this initiative will be used to sustain
and bolster compensation for Liberty Common School’s faculty and staff. These incredible
professionals are why Liberty Common School is leading the way amidst a pandemic. It is
now time for us all to respond with Generosity Unmasked to support our school in
sustaining it’s extraordinary trajectory.

Please be looking in your mailbox for a letter detailing this important fundraising initiative.
Or read more about it and give online today. Join us in ensuring that Liberty Common
School continues to make sure every student is fully prepared for college success. Show
your Generosity Unmasked today.

Pandemic-Response Update
Healthy Students. There are three new COVID cases reported among students at the
high school, and one at the elementary school. All cases appear to have been contracted
outside the school. Other students who may have been in contact with these cases have
been asked by the county to stay out of the school buildings until cleared by public-health
officials for returning. As such, we do have a number of healthy students, and a few
instructors who are learning and teaching remotely right now on a precautionary basis.
The school’s COVID-prevention strategies may be contributing to some promising nonCOVID trends we’re noticing. When it comes to all the typical viruses and illnesses that
cause student absences, our numbers are way down. For example, this week, there were
only four students out for colds, flu, upset stomach, etc., in the entire elementary
school. For a community building housing daily instruction – about 600 humans (students,
faculty, support staff, shared staff), plus volunteers – that’s a pretty amazing
figure. Compared to previous years, this may turn out to be our healthiest year yet.

LCHS Newsworthy Notices

Indoor Lunch During 3rd Quarter. During the coldest months of the year, students will
be eating lunch in smaller groups indoors, and will be allowed to select which teacher's
classroom they will be assigned to for the duration of the 3rd quarter (Jan 4 - Mar 12).
Students, please select your room of choice by clicking on either the junior-high or the
high-school signup link below by Tue 8 Dec 2020. Students who do not select a preferred
location will be assigned to one of the rooms where space is available.
Junior High: https://tinyurl.com/Junior-HighIndoorLunchQ3
High School: https://tinyurl.com/HSIndoorLunchQ3
The non-block-day bell schedule has been modified to accommodate a unified lunch
period for the 3rd quarter from 11:11AM - 11:36AM (CLICK HERE for the updated bell
schedule). Contact Mrs. Kearney with any questions.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our
Lost-And-Found. The shelves are bursting at the seams
with items. All items not claimed by Dec 18th will be

donated to charity.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Four of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is
important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the
way. The Founders persevered to make our school
what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate
to have had such persistent pioneers with a vision
to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next four weeks, we will run, "How Did We
Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Mrs.
Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and
Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop
Liberty Common School as we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will
better value the efforts by our Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their
vision and foresight that we have the top elementary and high school in the state of
Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common High School
By: Mrs. Michelle Provaznik and Headmaster Bob Schaffer (Founding Parents)
In May of 2013, Liberty Common High School graduated its first senior class. This was the
culmination of an epic effort started in 2008 when Liberty Board of Directors Chairman
Craig Horton and Board Member Michelle Provaznik attended a charter-school
conference in Denver.
The information the pair gathered at the conference, along with general statewide
excitement about the growing success of charter schools in Colorado, provided impetus to
explore expanding Liberty Common School to a full K-12 school. Also attending the same
conference was LCS founding parent, Laurel Van Maren, who was on Ridgeview
Classical Schools Board of Directors at the time. The three discussed moving forward with
a Liberty high school and began meeting for the purposes of laying out general plans for
the school.
This was not the first time Liberty's parent leaders considered a high-school expansion. In
fact, the idea had been pondered twice before, but failed to garner enough support from
the Board of Directors or administration due to a variety of issues including financial
feasibility.
In 2008, things were different. Liberty Common School's kindergarten-through-ninth-grade
program had been awarded numerous state and national commendations for academic
achievement. The school's students consistently earned top academic-performance
scores in the Poudre School District, and across Colorado. The school had achieved
national "Blue Ribbon" status, and was regarded as a premier nationwide example of

excellence by the Virginia-based Core Knowledge Foundation.
Liberty's reputation as a nationally known, top-performing school naturally attracted the
attention of new parents throughout the region. Enrollment had swelled to 581 students in
grades K-9. The school was more than completely full. The number of families on the
lottery list waiting to enroll their children at Liberty numbered well over fifteen-hundred.
That year, the Board of the Poudre School District voted to change the grade configuration
for neighborhood junior-high and high schools throughout the district. Where the district's
high schools previously consisted of grades 10-12, PSD’s high schools would now expand
to include ninth graders.
The change in the district's configuration would apply direct competitive pressure on
Liberty's ninth grade. The writing was on the wall: Liberty either needed to expand to
include a high school, or watch its ninth grade wither on the vine.
Horton and Provaznik, with the support of Van Maren, presented their high-school ideas to
their colleagues on the Liberty Board of Directors. Though the initial response was
lukewarm, the Board formed a committee to explore and evaluate the feasibility of
expanding the school through twelfth grade. Horton was selected to chair the Expansion
Committee.
The Committee's first step involved holding a community meeting. In October of 2008, a
notice went out to all parents about the idea of creating a high school. Over 80 people
attended the meeting.
Not only were parents of Liberty students interested in the formation of a high school,
prospective Liberty parents were interested in the addition of more K-8 classrooms (one
additional classroom per grade) in the hopes their children might be called from the
extensive lottery list to fill new slots (30 new students per grade) that would be created.
The goal of the Expansion Committee was to create a comprehensive business plan to
prove the feasibility of the whole-school expansion. Seven subcommittees were formed,
involving over fifty parent volunteers. The subcommittees were chaired by the following
parents:
* Athletics: Dan Knab
* Character Education: Mark Sutherlin and Kendra Mosely
* Curriculum: Michelle Provaznik
* Facilities: Tricia Diehl and Peter Kast
* Finance: Dan Provaznik
* Marketing/Enrollment: Melanie Seilbach
* Scheduling: Angela Horton and Krissy Kopren
The subcommittee efforts centered upon creating a high school from the ground up. At the
time, there was no blueprint or instructions to refer to, so the committees performed
extensive research to develop curriculum, sports programs, campus policies, facilities,
etc. The highest goal was to avoid any compromise of Liberty Common School's core
mission - teaching the kids already in its system.
While much of the expansion effort focused on the high school, the largest part of the
expansion was, in fact, the addition of a third track for the grades K-6, which increased
elementary-school enrollment and staff by 50%. The needed classroom space for the
enrollment jump necessitated moving grades 7-12 to a second campus.

Tim Ricketts, former business manager of
Liberty Common Schools, worked with the
BOD finding complicated financial solutions
that allowed the high school to become a
reality.

Another public meeting was held on January 6, 2009 to gauge community interest. Many
parents were interested in the expansion and signed their students up for the waiting
list. Several members of the Poudre School District (PSD) Board of Directors also
attended the meeting. Their initial reaction seemed supportive. That mattered. If the
expansion was to occur, PSD's approval would be required.
Ultimately, at a meeting of the Liberty Board of Directors, administration, and parents on
February 5, 2009, the Expansion Committee recommended Liberty expand and add a high
school. The Committee's presentation showed that not only was the expansion feasible,
but that Liberty would, in fact, be in financial jeopardy if the ninth grade was lost at the
hands of PSD’s plans for grade reconfiguration.
With very conservative enrollment estimates, the findings showed that expansion of
grades 9-12, simultaneously with the addition of a third track of K-8 was not only possible,
but would allow Liberty to thrive. The Expansion Committee was thrilled to have founders
Dr. Randy Everett and Dr. Maureen Schaffer speak in favor of the expansion.
On February 19, 2009, Liberty's Board petitioned the Poudre School District to amend
Liberty's Charter and to add a third track of K-6th grade, to also add a tenth grade, and to
phase in an eleventh and twelfth grade in subsequent years.
A resolution adopted by the Liberty Board of Directors said it all: "The purpose of
completing our high-school program is to offer high-school education that is college
preparatory in nature, specifically builds on the Core Knowledge Curriculum, effectively
continues to foster the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills particular to
Liberty's current offering, continues the Liberty approach to character education, is small in
size, extends the economics, history, science and mathematics foundation that Liberty has
established, and makes use of learning opportunities inherent in the thinking framework
currently employed at Liberty."
Many exchanges and meetings between the district and Liberty ensued. Craig Horton,
Michelle Provaznik, and John Rohrbaugh were asked to present the case for the Liberty
expansion at a PSD Board meeting. Ultimately, the PSD Board agreed to pursue
negotiations with a vote of 6-1. Final negotiations proceeded.
In August of 2009, Liberty received a letter from PSD's Board president Larry Neal
indicating the district was pleased to move forward on an addendum to the Charter
allowing the expansion and the new high school to go forward.
Even though the district had formally approved the expansion, implementing it was hardly
a foregone conclusion. An acute economic recession had stricken the nation and hit
Colorado's School Finance Act pretty hard. All public schools in the state were notified
there would be a punishing rescission of previously allocated state funds - funds upon
which Liberty was counting. Furthermore, it was announced the state would reduce
spending for the next year on the order of 6% or more.
Tim Ricketts, Liberty's former business manager was asked to run multiple versions of
financial scenarios anticipating every conceivable budget situation. The Board had to
make a serious decision involving a long-term financial commitment amid the funding
rescission, the budget reduction, and a precarious economy.

TO BE CONTINUED...

Assistant Principal's Message
Mrs. Kearney

Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal time of 2:45PM each day. There will be no 9th-hour activities during those
three days. The shuttle-bus service will run from LCHS to LCS at 2:55PM, and then from
LCS to LCHS at 3:15PM each day.

Ugly Sweater Day. On Tuesday December 15th, wear
your ugliest ugly sweater to school to spread holiday
cheer.
No sweaters depicting violence, glorifying death or
violence, alcohol or drug abuse. All dress-code rules
apply to bottoms, accessories, etc.

Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year when
students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary consequences. I
want to take a moment to remind students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising
academic integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at
home before students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is
a brief description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on
how such situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete
their coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas,
words, phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own.
Any thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge needs to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of
others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or collections
without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to
the educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students
caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be
referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.

Assistant Principal's Message
Dr. Robinson

Intent-to-Return-for Parents of 8th Graders. Check your mail in the next couple of

weeks for an intent-to-return letter to help us determine if your 8th-grade student will be
returning with us for high school. Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need to
fill out this intent to return in order to claim a seat in the 9th-grade class. The deadline is
January 15, 2021, but it would be helpful to have that information sooner if possible. See
me with any questions.

PSAT Scores and Results Session. Congratulations, juniors, on an excellent set of
PSAT scores. Your scores will be available on December 7th through your CollegeBoard
account. If you have not yet created an account, you should consider doing so as it will be
helpful for SAT and AP scores in the coming years. See Mrs. Michalla MacKenna if you
need assistance navigating that process. We will host a results session on December 8th
during 9th hour to help students understand their overall score, ranking, and subscores by
different categories. At that meeting, we will have a detailed paper score report for
students as well.

College Counselor's Message
Mrs. Campbell
Noteworthy Updates About College

Learning Opportunities.
College and Majors Exploration Events. Students interested in engineering and
computer science: Syracuse University invites you to attend a class and join the Dean and
professors for mock classes designed for high-school students. The link to each class
provides a description and the registration form. The timeframe is about one hour for each
session.

Biomedical Engineering: Engineering the Human Machine. Mock class with Dr. Doug
Yung, Wednesday, Dec. 9, 7:00PM Eastern Standard Time. CLICK HERE for more
information.
Introduction to Aerospace Engineering. Mock class with Dr. John Dannenhoffer,
Thursday, Dec. 10, 7:00PM Eastern Standard Time. CLICK HERE for more information.

Summer Exploration Programs. Summer is a great time to explore potential majors and
options in college. Check out some great opportunities for students of all grade levels to
learn more about potential majors. CLICK HERE for more information.

Alumni Update From Hannah Lovely (LCHS ’20)
Now Attending Grand Canyon University in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Phoenix may be the current college home of a future Liberty Common School elementary
teacher. “I’d definitely consider it,” said alumna Hannah Lovely. The Class of 2020 grad is
wrapping up her first semester at Grand Canyon University in Arizona's Urban Heart.
She’s studying elementary education in the university’s honors program. “I love working
with little kiddos,” she explained. “I have the patience more for that than I would higher
levels of teaching, but I just want to be more involved in the education system, and that
world.”
So far, the college workload is a challenge, but Lovely says she’s got the upper hand. “I’m
loving my classes overall. I definitely feel that Liberty set me up well for my study habits,
working on papers, and essays in particular.”
Lovely credits LCHS’s English Department with her preparation for the rigors of postsecondary education. “Mrs. Scarlett’s Composition II class set me up really nicely for the
essays I’ve been having to do this year; so have Dybzinski’s and Tullius’ classes.”
As an elementary-education major, Lovely predicts her coursework will be light in the math
department. That’s ironic because her father is LCHS principal, and math instructor Mr.
Torgun Lovely.
Nonetheless, the college tyro’s flightpath is mapped through the humanities “Mr.
Schaffer’s Principles of Liberty class, especially our readings of Aquinas, that set me up
well for my intro-to-philosophy class,” she said. “I definitely feel like I have enough
knowledge to be able to have an informed opinion instead of just learning the material
blindly.”
Other philosophers met in Schaffer’s “POL” class are also reappearing on Lovely’s college
syllabus. “We’re reading lots of Aquinas, and St. Anselm, and Augustine as part of my
Christian Worldview class. The things I learned at Liberty are helping me get so much
more out of these college classes.”
Lovely started at Liberty in kindergarten, and looks back on her LCS instructors as role
models for her education-career interests. “I would love to be like Mrs. Grandprey. She
was just amazing and so influential in my life as far as her art classes, and theatre
classes. I’m also minoring in theatre, by the way. (Being like Grandprey) would be my
ultimate goal.”
Others powerfully impacted Lovely. “I loved Mrs. Tamez, and Mrs. Sara Nuedling
(Siemens), too,” she said. “If I could be like any one of those teachers, that would be
amazing.”
Lovely says she’d consider teaching at her alma mater one day. Initially, however, her
sights are setting on less-familiar locales. “I would love to teach overseas at some point in

an international school,” Lovely said.
The idea for a foreign-teaching adventure was sparked, last year, when U.S.
Congressman Ken Buck (CO-4) visited the school, Lovely explained. “When he was (at
LCHS), we had a discussion about maybe being able to work over in Jordan. I’ve been in
contact with him about that.”
Looking back, Lovely imparts advice she wishes someone would have given her about her
time slogging through LCHS classrooms. “The biggest thing I got from Liberty is an
appreciation for the content taught in our classes,” she said. “I admit that some of the time,
I was just going through the motions of doing the assigned work. I regret not taking the
time to really learn the material.”
Liberty’s instructional content is more valuable than many students realize at the time
they’re learning it. “Students need to really learn what they’re being taught now, because it
all becomes relevant in college,” Lovely advises. “You’ll see it again, sometimes right
away in your first year.”
It’s not just in the college classroom that Liberty’s curriculum benefits alumni. “It will come
in handy even in conversations with friends, family, discussions with college professors,
other students, peers, and you want that background to help you be further along in
college,” Lovely says. “Take advantage of the opportunity you have at Liberty to accrue a
wealth of knowledge, and don’t just go through the motions just to compete a project.”
You only go through high school once. Don’t regret wasting even a day. “Everything I did
internalize at Liberty provided a huge benefit and advantage to me in my college
education, and in my social circles, too,” Lovely says. “So now I keep thinking back on
how much more I could have benefited if I would have had the advice – and followed it –
that I’m giving now. Draw in as much of your Liberty education as possible.”
Go Eagles! Go Lopes!

AST Tip Of The Week
Dear 7th-Grade and New Students,
Here are some reminders for your first experience with final exams. The three days of
finals follow a very different schedule. Some classes will have a unit test or project, and
other classes will have cumulative semester finals. These grades often have a significant
impact on your overall grade, so it is important to prepare early. We recommend the
following strategies to get you started for your first Finals Week.
1. Use the Finals Schedule in the Liberty Common Sense to plan out which test is
happening each day. Make a clear plan for what to study during each morning study
hall, and reschedule any classes with an outside time conflict (such as travel or
appointments).
2. Confirm the format of your final with your teachers - will it be a unit test, project,
essay, or cumulative semester final exam?
3. Gather your notes, homework, flashcards and other resources so you can go over
them a little bit each day. Ask your teacher or a friend if you can make copies of
notes for classes you may have missed.
4. Before Finals Week, make 9th-Hour appointments with teachers to review study
guides and notes - especially for any classes you have found challenging this
semester. (There will be no 9th hour 12/16-12/18).
5. Study! Find active ways to review your materials for all classes with a
test. Complete study guides when available and use Quizlet.com to study
flashcards. Work out practice problems, write notes summaries or create a
personalized study guide. Quiz yourself, or try getting together virtually with a small
group and test one another.
6. Get a good night’s sleep each day before finals, eat a healthy breakfast and lunch,
and don’t sacrifice healthy habits.
7. Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, come to 9th-Hour in room 208, 206 B
or 206 C and review your Finals plan with an AST teacher. We’d love to see you!

.
For more tips, check out the AST website: CLICK HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Local Spotlight: Senior Eagle Sunny Taylor plays tennis
for the Fort Collins High School Lambkins and has had an
incredible career. As a freshman, she made it to the state
finals in the #3-doubles position; and, as a sophomore,
made it to the semis in the #3-singles position. Last spring,
she beat fierce competition to win the #1-singles position,
the highest level an individual can play in our state; and,
won her first match before the season was cancelled. Her
high-school record stands at 34 wins - 2 losses. For her
recruiting class, she is currently ranked 14th in the State of
Colorado, 24th in the Intermountain Section, and has been
heavily recruited to compete at the collegiate level.
Congratulations Sunny!

Junior-High Sports:
We would like to reiterate again that our junior-high sports are not cancelled, unlike PSD.
We are awaiting the CDPHE's decision for allowing interscholastic athletics and will plan
accordingly. As of our current plans and direction, registration for sports will open next
week, 12/7, and the first practices will begin in January. Unfortunately, due to the
pandemic, the exact start dates of these seasons and when they will be played is under
discussion among our Northern Plains Middle Level Association (NPMLA) school
members. Please keep checking Liberty Common Sense, or our website for updates.

High-School Sports:
As we receive more information from the CHSAA and CDPHE, we will communicate how
our sports seasons will look in the coming weeks. Please keep checking our website and
the Liberty Common Sense for updates.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your family healthcare provider to complete a sportsphysical form. Form can be found HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
What is Good Literature?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
The books which fill Liberty’s library and classrooms are selected
according to criteria beyond current popularity. The quality of
language, the value of a story to the human experience, the

contribution to character education, and the support of the Core
Knowledge Sequence all play a role in identifying “good” books.
According to Neil Postman, whose ideas... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 127. Invitations. Send out your
invitations a week before the dinner. For an
informal dinner, the boy may invite his guests as
he meets them at school, but it is much better to
send a note to each guest. If a boy is giving the
dinner, his mother must send the invitation. If a girl
is giving the dinner, it is better to have her mother send out the invitation.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Math Tutors.
LCHS alumnus Uriah Nevins is available to tutor for algebra I, geometry, algebra
II, college algebra, college trigonometry, and/or calculus AB. Please contact Uriah
via email if your student needs assistance.
LCHS alumnus, Philip Allmendinger, is available to tutor algebra I, geometry,
algebra II, college algebra, and/or college trigonometry. He has four years
experience as a CSU college-trigonometry and college-algebra tutor. Please
contact Philip if you have any tutoring needs. (970-412-6367).

News Worth Repeating
Mid-Year Job Openings. We currently have two job openings for full-time positions at the
high school. The job descriptions are posted on our website, and are also found below
(CLICK HERE to see all of the employment opportunities available at the school).
Full-Time Latin & History Instructor - Seeking a full-time 7-12th grade Latin and history
instructor at Liberty Common High School. The Latin & history instructor has responsibility
for program planning, curriculum development, and classroom instruction. Courses taught
will include: Latin 1, Latin 2, and western civilization.
Full-Time Dean of Study - Seeking a paraprofessional primarily responsible for
monitoring study halls throughout the school day at Liberty Common High School.

BOD and School Captains Urge Suspending CMAS. Testing public-school students
against state standards is a political fact of public-school life, and Liberty’s compliance

with state-testing mandates is an obligatory task. In a pandemic year, however, there are
ample reasons the State Board of Education is considering suspending state
assessments, and even more reasons Liberty’s School Captains and Board of Directors
have urged the State Board to do just that. Suspending testing this year would give back
to the school three valuable days. If recovered, we’d probably use these efficiencies for a
faculty in-service day (or two). Or, if we capitalize on these days to get ahead of lesson
plans, we might be able to finish the school year early. In candor, Colorado’s statemandated test offers little value to our school, or to the state’s assessment minders. With
so many public-school students not attending school this year, many missing, and with
classroom instruction wholly disrupted by pandemic-related impediments, any data
collected can yield only minimal useful conclusions. Plus, the test is outdated, flawed in its
design, and generally irrelevant to the learning objectives of knowledge-based curricula –
regardless of the pandemic situation. Several school districts (including PSD) have urged
the State Board to suspend CMAS testing this year for these (and more) reasons. CLICK
HERE to see the case made by Liberty’s Board of Directors, and CLICK HERE to see the
case made by Liberty's School Captains, both of which have been added to the chorus of
education leaders advocating minimizing academic disruption.

The Oracle Is Back. A prophecy once said The Oracle student newspaper would rise from
the dead. Indeed it has! Thanks to a small group of dedicated students, The Oracle is
alive and well and you can now read the Fall edition of 2020. A limited number of paper
copies are available at school, or you can access the online version, which has additional
content, at the following website.

Support Key Club. Key Club is selling Eilleen's
and Crumbl Cookies on Tuesdays outside
during high-school lunch. Eileen's will be $1 a
cookie and $5 for 6. Crumbl will be $3.50 a
cookie. Bring your money to support Key Club.

PSAT Opportunity. Juniors who were not able to attend the October 14 administration of
the PSAT/NMSQT will have one final opportunity to take this assessment on January 26.
Juniors in that situation will be automatically registered for the makeup test in January. If
any younger students would like to take the test, they may do so for a $20 registration fee.
If you are interested in your child taking the PSAT, please sign-up here no later than
Tuesday, December 1, 2020. Please be aware space for non-juniors is limited. Contact
Michalla MacKenna with any questions.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2021-2022 school year, please make sure
they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814, to add your student to
the list.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in the Common
Sense.

CHSAA Submission to CDPHE- CHSAA has submitted variances to the state health
department with a request for a response by December 1st, 2020. When we know more
about our upcoming athletic seasons, those details will be communicated as soon as
possible. For now, please find the general guidelines for each season here and the
accepted schedule here.
Here are the sports that Liberty offers and the associated season they will take place:

Season A: August- October 2020
Cross Country
Season B: January- March 2021
Women's Basketball
Men's Basketball
Women's Swim and Dive
Season C: March- April
Men's Soccer
Women's Volleyball
Seacon D: April-June
Baseball
Women's Soccer
Men's Swim and Dive
Track and Field
Basketball Pre-season Team CampsMen and Women basketball will have high school team camps starting on November 30thDecember 11th, 2020.
Men's Basketball practice will run from 4:45pm-6:45pm, Monday through Friday.
Women's Basketball practice will run from 7:00pm-9:00pm Monday through Friday.
Women's Swim and DiveWomen's swim and dive will begin optional pre-season clinics on the following dates at
EPIC:
3:30-4:30pm at EPIC - 12/7, 12/8, 12/10, 12/14, 12/15, 12/17
9:30-10:30am at EPIC - 12/28, 12/19, 12/31
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Projects And Assessments Calendar. The Liberty website has a helpful feature for
parents and students. All major upcoming projects and assessments can be seen by
CLICKING HERE.

Volunteering At LCHS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCHS, and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year

Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday
CLICK HERE for upcoming event and dates.

Upcoming Trips
Athens or Rome? You don't have to choose, you
can see both. Summer 2022 trip to Athens, Rome,
and Pompeii. CLICK HERE for more information.
Email Mr. Seiple with any questions. Act now and
you can give this as a Christmas gift.

Music, Mountains, Chocolate Is Still On. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria. Mr. Lunn
is leading his fourth tour of this fascinating and beautiful
region of Europe during Spring Break of 2021. This trip is
open to high-school students, parents, and LCHS alumni.
Email Mr. Lunn if interested. There are a few spots still
available, act now.

Spring Break 2021 In Costa Rica. There is still time to join Mrs.
Deitrick this spring on the LCHS fieldtrip to Costa Rica. Email Mrs.
Deitrick for more info. Vamonos.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- December 17th | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 |
Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org

Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
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