Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 23, Issue 44 - October 24, 2019








PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

This week is George Wythe week at LCHS.
This week is George Wythe Week at LCHS. George
Wythe is a Founding Father and one of America’s founding
teachers. He was Virginia’s foremost classical scholar, teacher
of Thomas Jefferson, Virginia Dean of Lawyers, and the
nation’s first college law professor, among many other positions
of significance.
George Wythe's signature is first among the Virginia signatures
on the Declaration of Independence. He was so highly respected
by his fellow Virginians that the other delegates left a space so
that his signature would appear first, as he was absent from the
meeting the day they signed the document. It does not appear that John Hancock got
the memo.

Jefferson learned the law from Wythe; and, in a manner of speaking, Wythe's signature
on the Declaration was a teacher's endorsement of his pupil's finest brief.
Among Wythe's other law pupils were John M arshall, perhaps the greatest chief justice
of the United States, and Henry Clay, who was arguably the most significant Member of
Congress in the 19th century.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Walking Trodden Pathways
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
At the kind invitation of Benedictine College President Steve M innis, I’ll be joining him,
several of his students, and a few faculty members Monday at their campus in Atchison,
Kansas. I’ve been asked to deliver keynote remarks at a gathering of the school’s
Gregorian Fellows Leadership Program.
I’m really looking forward to seeing the handful of Liberty Common alumni who study
there. These kinds of interactions are always beneficial for our students. Our high school
being a college-preparatory institution, we always learn something when interacting with
notable classically oriented colleges, and universities.
Ideally, visits to such leading institutions prompt them to learn more about our excellent
school, too, especially our accomplished students – potential recruits, perhaps eventual
scholarship recipients. For example, three LCHS seniors have pending enrollment, and
scholarship applications to Benedictine.
LCHS economics and history instructor M r. Stanton Skerjanec is a Benedictine
graduate. So is LCHS alumna, and volleyball coach M aria Lanciotti. Benedictine
scholar Evelyn Wagner is returning to her LCHS alma mater next year on February 5th
as the keynote speaker for our Character-ed Lyceum on Gratitude.
We regard “the journey” an excellent metaphor for a meaningful education continuum;
and trodden pathways through familiar campuses as the best routes forward, and
upward.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Oct 24 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Oct 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences | No School | LCHS Colosseum.
Oct 29 | Great-Books Symposium | 6:30PM | LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Oct 30 | Open Campus Lunch | Seniors only.
Oct 30 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Oct 31 | HS Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Nov 1 | JH Glow In The Dark Dance | 6:30PM-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 4 | Senior Year Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 5 | Election Day.
Nov 11-16 | LCHS Canned Food Drive.
Nov 11 | Liberty Lecture | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.

Nov 13 | Open Campus Lunch | Juniors and Seniors.
Nov 13 | All-School Patriotism Lyceum | 2:00PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Nov 14 | Hearing-and-Vision Screening | 11:00AM-3:00PM.
Nov 14 | HS Morality Talks | 2:15PM | LCHS Great Hall & Colosseum.
Nov 16 | Family Fall-Harvest | 4:00-7:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 18 | 2nd Annual Junto | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall & Classrooms.
Nov 21 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Nov 22 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Nov 26 | Grandparents Day | LCS 8:30-11:00AM | LCHS 12:30-3:15PM.
Nov 26 | Naval Academy Information Night | 6:00PM-8:00PM | Great Hall.
Nov 27-29 | Thanksgiving Break, No-school.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov. 27-29 | Thanksgiving.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices

Please Respect Reserved-Parking Spots. Attention Liberty Common parents, and
other drivers. Please do not park in the “Reserved Parking for Auction Winner” spots at
either campus. These reserved parking spots are held open for the annual fundraisingauction winners and must be left available to them when they are visiting the school. This
is an important fundraising strategy for the schools, and impressive sums were donated
in exchange for these incentive spots. If interested in the opportunity to park here,
please ready your bids at the next Liberty auction. Thank you for your cooperation.

Upcoming Trip. LCHS men’s soccer coach, Cyrus
Salehi will be leading a WWII trip in June 2020 to London,
Normandy, Paris, and Berlin. If any LCHS students are
interested in attending with a group from Resurrection
Christian School, please email Coach Salehi.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Parent/Teacher Conferences. All
parents should mark their calendars for
tomorrow, October 25th, and plan to
budget an hour or so during the day
visiting teachers and talking about their
kids' academic progress. Students will
have the day off, but all LCHS instructional
staff will be on hand in the LCHS
Colosseum from 9:00AM until 6:00PM, with
a one-hour lunchtime break from 1:00 2:00PM. CLICK HERE or on the nearby
video image to get an idea of what to
expect. CLICK HERE to see 2011 bonus
video from video archive. Students are not
permitted at the conference meetings. If it
is necessary for you to bring students with
you, we will have an unsupervised holding
area for them. Please have them bring a
book to read, or homework. We will also
have some board games on hand.
Lost-And-Found. During parent-teacher conferences, lost-and-found items will be
outside the Colosseum. Please take a few minutes to look for missing items. All items not
picked up by Friday, October 25th, at 6:00PM will be donated to charity.

Long’s Peak Science and Engineering Fair. Now through
February, there is a 9th-Hour Science Fair Club for students
interested in completing a project for a regional science fair to
be held in Greeley on Wednesday, February 26, 2020. Any
student in grades 7 -12 is welcome to participate. There will be
30-40 projects chosen to compete at the Colorado Science and
Engineering Fair in April. Finalists from there will go on to
compete at the International Science Engineering Fair in
Anaheim, California in May. Come to the 9th-Hour club to
receive the required registration materials, list of rules, and to
receive guidance in researching and planning the project. You can get more information
here. Contact M rs. Jean Bradley with questions.

From Mr. Torgun Lovely, LCHS
Principal

I Owe Liberty $12
By: Torgun Lovely, LCHS Principal
It was an enriching and beautiful time engaging with literature, poetry, philosophy, and
pedagogy in a deep and meaningful way. One of the most profound aspects of the
experience, however, came at an unexpected time and place.
I recently attended a one-day symposium in North Carolina
with seven other members of the LCHS faculty and
administration (CLICK HERE to see the Facebook post). The
symposium organizers brought classical educators together
from around the country to study Tolstoy, Yeats, Aristotle,
Lewis, Melanchthon, and Plato. It was an enriching and
beautiful time engaging with literature, poetry, philosophy,
and pedagogy in a deep and meaningful way. One of the
most profound aspects of the trip, however, came at an
unexpected time and place.
On the plane ride home, I opened Plato’s The Republic,
which I had borrowed from our school library earlier in the
year. I turned to Book Seven, Part Eight (which is where I
thought I left off a month ago) and was completely amazed at what I was reading. I was in
shock and began physically manifesting my distress by underlining passage after
passage in a book I didn’t own (until now – I’ll have to buy a replacement for the
library). My seatmates were perplexed as to why I was so animated reading a book on
philosophy and ethics written 2,300 years ago.
In front of me was Plato’s rationale for studying
mathematics. It was the first time I encountered his
exposition, clearly described, and powerfully stated.
I have loved math since I was in 7th grade, took the
highest levels of math through junior high and high
school, majored in mathematics in college, and have
taught math for nearly 20 years. How is it that just now,
while randomly turning to a section in a book about moral
philosophy and politics, I find what is likely the single-best
description of why it is important to study mathematics in
school?
Where has this been for the past 35+ years of my life,
and why has no one pointed it out to me? Did I miss
something somewhere along the line? What the heck?
Plato’s treatise is summed up in the translator notes at the start of the section in the
following manner:
“Though some concessions are made to practical utility, the main stress throughout is on
the training of the mind, with the vision of the Good as its ultimate objective; and
mathematics is to be studied without any immediate practical or scientific aim in view.”
(Lee, p.326)

As I continued to read with my mouth agape, my mind began to race. Could this be
firebrand for which I have been looking? You see, my first four years after college were
spent teaching math. At the same time, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM) was developing and releasing its standards, which were the precursors to the
Common Core math standards. I have been at odds with these standards, and a
standards-based approach to teaching math for the past 25 years.
The executive summary of those standards starts off with the following statement (CLICK
HERE for the full summary):
“We live in a time of extraordinary and accelerating change. New knowledge, tools, and
ways of doing and communicating mathematics continue to emerge and evolve. The
need to understand and be able to use mathematics in everyday life and in the
workplace has never been greater and will continue to increase.”
No. No, no, no. Where is the wonder? Where is the awe? Where is the beauty and the
image of the Good? We don’t start by focusing on the utility of mathematics, relegating it
to a servant of the sciences. That’s starting at the wrong place, and there’s an
explanation as to why and how that happened.
The NCTM standards were developed in the late
1990s using funds from the National Science
Foundation, which helps to explain the pragmatic,
job-training bias clearly evident throughout the
scope and sequence of them (CLICK HERE for a
more thorough description of the development of
mathematics education in the late 20th
century). The benefits of learning math, however,
run far deeper than how one will use math in his or her everyday life.
Apart from math teachers, does the average adult really need to be practiced in solving
quadratic equations, proving lines are parallel, finding the inverse of a matrix, or
establishing trigonometric identities as part of their normal, day-to-day job
functions? Even engineers, who need to know and understand Taylor Series, CauchyEuler Equations, and Laplace Transformations from calculus and differential equations,
are rarely called upon to use the actual mathematics behind the engineering principles
they deploy. For the most part, computers will actually be performing the majority of their
mathematical computations.
If specialized job-training was the primary purpose for
humans to learn mathematics, then Euclid’s
Elements and al-Khwarizmi’s Kitab al-Jabr would be
completely irrelevant and obsolete. All we would need
was curriculum aligned with a nationalized set of
career-readiness standards (ala Common
Core). Thank goodness that isn’t the case, nor will it
ever be at Liberty.
In a classically oriented school such as ours, the
study of mathematics extends beyond merely training
workers for the state. We seek to train the intellect to reason, to analyze, to think
abstractly, and to be able to see the form of the Good in this world. What a truly beautiful
approach. In the words of Plato:
“We can, then, properly lay it down that arithmetic
shall be a subject for study by those who are to hold
positions of responsibility in our state; and we shall
ask them not to be amateurish in their approach to
it, but to pursue it till they come to understand, by
pure thought, the nature of numbers – they aren’t
concerned with its usefulness for commercial
transactions, as if they were merchants or

shopkeepers, but for war and for the easier
conversion of the soul from the world of becoming to
that of reality and truth.
“You see therefore … that [mathematics] looks as if
it were really necessary to us, since it so obviously
compels the mind to use pure thought in order to get
at the truth.”
“What we want to find out is whether [mathematics] is
on the whole one which, when taken further, has the
effect of making it easier to see the form of the
good. And that, we say, is the tendency of everything
which compels the mind to turn to the region of
ultimate blessedness which it must spurn no effort to
see.”
“A useful one [the study of mathematics], none the
less … when the object is to discover what is
valuable and good, though useless if pursued for
any other end.”
Rest assured, we at Liberty Common will continue our quest to help students understand
and be inclined toward beauty, truth, goodness, and perfection, in large part through the
pursuit of learning mathematics for the sake of learning mathematics.
While previously unarmed with any specific weapon fashioned against the modern push
to relegate the study of mathematics to the pragmatic, I have it now, and plan to train our
teachers to brandish it with ferocity. And it only cost me $12.
Parents wanting to gain a greater understanding of how math works in this way, as well
as learn about other aspects of the school’s philosophy, please make plans to attend the
2nd Annual Junto on Monday 18, November 2019 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall. Ms. Leslie Fowler and Mr. Torgun Lovely will be presenting a session titled Math
and Latin: The Form of the Good. To get a head start, feel free to read An Apology for
Latin and Math by Cheryl Lowe (CLICK HERE for the article).

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Get Your Glow On! On Friday, November 1st, 7th- and
8th-grade students are invited to come to the Galaxy
Glow Dance, presented by the Order of Erebor. There will
be food, fun, and lots of glow. The dance is from 6:30 to
9PM at LCHS in the Great Hall. Tickets are $5 at lunch
and $7 at the door. Students must adhere to Free Dress
Day dress code, and neon and/or white colors are
suggested for the biggest “glow” effect. For questions,
ask order captains Abby Daharsh and Rhys Cushman. This is a JH-only event. Hope to
see you there.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

PSAT Scores. Scores from the recent PSAT/NMSQT exam should be available around
mid-December through your CollegeBoard account.

10th-Grade Advising. We have a number of procedures to help 10th graders make
future plans for the remainder of their high-school careers and to begin looking forward
to college. Starting in early November, M rs. Campbell and Dr. Robinson will visit 10th
graders in their world history classes to discuss Naviance (our college planning and
application platform), course planning and registration, and other topics. Later this
semester, Dr. Robinson will meet with each 10th grader individually to discuss a fouryear course plan and preview their registration options before registration begins in
January.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

AP Scores. Do your research regarding AP scores and what
score is required for college credit before taking the tests. You
can search by college to see what scores is required to receive
credit and if they accept AP scores. CLICK HERE to search.

Both ACT and SAT scores are used for college admissions decisions and awarding
merit-based scholarships. Although Colorado provides the official SAT exam to all juniors
in the spring, it’s important to keep in mind the ACT is available for all students. SAT and
ACT scores are equally used by all colleges for admissions and scholarship review. A
very important step during junior year for college planning is determining when to take
the exams. The SAT, given in April at LCHS, can be much too late for recruited athletes,
for students who test well, and who are considering selective schools. Take the time to
determine when the best time to test is in addition to the free SAT in April. The best way
to determine which test is right for your student is to take an official practice test. You
can download practice tests and register for official tests on the testing sites. There are
practice books available in the college center.
Here are some tips regarding the two tests:
ACT www.act.org
Fast-paced but intuitive test that puts an emphasis on time management and reading
compression. Best for students who need extra time accommodations. Math concepts go
through pre-calculus and trigonometry, however math is only worth 25% of your grade.
ACT can be significantly easier to make a score jump if needed.
SAT www.collegeboard.org
Problem-solving test with a slower pace and a heavy emphasis on critical thinking,
problem solving and mathematics. SAT is more difficult for weak readers. Solid
vocabulary is essential.
-50% of your score is math on the SAT
-25% of your score is math on the ACT
Superscoring and Score Choice Policies CLICK HERE to view.

Seniors- Class of 2020. If you have submitted your college applications, learn what next
steps you need to take. Click here for a list of important steps.

Upcoming College Visits. CLICK HERE for a list of upcoming college visits.

AST Tip Of The Week
Welcome to 2nd Quarter. First semester is officially half-over, and keeping up a good
routine is essential for success. Check PowerSchool weekly, take care of missing
assignments quickly, and use 9th-hour to stay in touch with teachers and seek out
help. There are many resources at your disposal, so never be afraid to ask for help
sooner than later.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Tue, 10/29, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Milliken.
Wed, 10/30, 4PM, Home, vs Ft. Lupton. (A-game only)
8th Basketball
Tue, 10/29, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Milliken.

Wed, 10/30, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Ft. Lupton.
Online Basketball Registration: You will receive an email from M r. Knab when you
are able to go online and register.
You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee online.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Sat, 10/26,12:20PM (Girls); 1:40PM (Boys), Away, State Meet, Norris Penrose, C-Springs .
Fan celebration and send-off for team, 7am - 7:45am, LCHS Great Hall.
HS Soccer
Fri, 10/25, 4PM; 6PM, Away, @ Faith Christian.
Thu, 10/31, TBD, Home, TBD (1st Rnd of Playoffs).
HS Volleyball
Fri, 10/25, 4PM; 5PM; 6PM, Away, at Denver West.
Tue, 10/29, 4:30PM; 5:30PM; 6:30PM, Away, at Brush.
Fri, 11/1, 4PM; 5PM; 6PM, Away, at Vanguard.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Employer Donation M atching. Did you know that many
employers will match your donation to Liberty Common
School? This is a great way for your giving to go the extra
mile. Click Here to find out if your company participates.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
The Clean Air Of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Starting in kindergarten, Liberty students learn important
economic lessons involving tradeoffs – wants versus needs,
property rights and elementary principles of voluntary
trade. By the time they graduate… (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 85. Color. A rather plain girl with
very blue eyes may become most attractive
by wearing certain shades of blue.
Capitalize your best features. You should
select colors that go with your skin, your
eyes, your hair, and your temperament. A
small income necessitates careful selection
of clothes. Avoid clothes that are too
striking in color or design, because they are easily remembered and dated. If a girl
sticks to shades of one color throughout her wardrobe, then her hat, coat, shoes,
and gloves will look well with all her dresses.”

Alumni Update From Airman First Class Josiah
Schwindt (LCHS ’17 / LEGIO XIII) Now Serving at
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota.

It’s pretty sublime watching a B-1 bomber melt snow off the runway as it takes off in a
blizzard. LCHS 2017 alumnus Josiah Schwindt gives an exhilarating first-hand account
of the phenomenon. It’s part of what he loves about his service in the U.S. Air Force.
When he enlisted, Schwindt’s high-flying vision of the wild blue yonder probably didn’t
include the Black Hills, and Red Valley of South Dakota; but that’s where the B-1s
are. Schwindt’s bearing soars when he describes his aircraft, and his job helping keep it
aloft.
“It’s a super-fast, huge, low-flying, aircraft with a huge payload,” Schwindt said last week
visiting his alma mater while on leave. “The wings move, and sweep back depending on
the speed and maneuvers. It’s really fun watching one take off. It shoots a 150-foot flame
out the back. In order to get off the ground, it has to go full throttle.”
With his A1C (Airman First Class) rank in hand, Schwindt lives on Ellsworth Air Force
Base near Rapid City. “All my work is on the ground, but a lot of the things I work on
involve in-flight systems like air data, atmospheric-pressure impact, stuff like that. So the
data that the computers in the jet process determine how fast it’s going, can it pull its
maneuvers, and they communicate to the pilots – I work on that system.”
Did Liberty Common School prepare him well for his military career? “Yes! Very much
so,” Schwindt answered rather emphatically. “In BMT (basic military training), there’s a lot
of history content we’re required to know, and I already knew like ninety-percent of it from
just going to school here. Basic physics, and electronic principles of aircraft was stuff
(former LCHS physics instructor) Dr. Polhemus, and (LCHS science instructor) M r.
Vetter had taught me. It was super, super helpful.”
Test-taking skills are another decisive Liberty-borne edge, Schwindt said. “If the Air
Force loves anything, it’s giving multiple-choice tests. If they could, they’d assign a
multiple-choice test for every part of an airplane. They love testing their people,
especially on history, and Air Force history. Thankfully, I knew a lot of that before I went
in.”
“I have great reading-comprehension skills from Liberty. I didn’t know I had these skills
when I went here, but now I appreciate it. It’s a big advantage,” Schwindt said. “All of it –
grammar, literature, speaking clearly, knowing how to communicate. Lots of people in the
military don’t have the skills I do. I have to take lots of tests to succeed in my job, and I’m
prepared.”
“I can still hear Dr. Polhemus’s voice,” Schwindt joked. “Sometimes when I say something
(on the job), I can hear his voice in my head telling me why I was wrong. It’s usually
something about how the jet flies, and will relate to physics.”
“I hear (LCHS principal/math instructor) M r. Lovely’s voice a lot, too, asking me ‘What
are you doing kid?’ Elementary teachers all made a big total impact on me, but
sometimes (former LCS 1st-grade, and kindergarten instructors) M rs. Olsen, and M rs.
Shockley stand out. Wow, that was a long time ago.” Schwendt is a proud member of
Liberty’s Legion of Thirteen.

“I think of (LCHS science instructor) M rs. Karr a lot, and (LCHS music instructor) M r.
Lunn,” he continued waxing nostalgic. “There’s somewhat of a music scene in Rapid
City, and sometimes I’ll go and watch, and then I always think ‘ah, Mr. Lunn is better than
that saxophone player.’ He’s just a different breed, Mr. Lunn is.”
“The Air Force has its core values: Integrity first, service before self; and, excellence in
all we do,” Schwindt explained. “In BMT, they teach you this; but, there were a lot of kids
who didn’t really know the high meaning of integrity. So, I ended up teaching lots of them
about this virtue, just like Liberty teaches it in elementary school. I knew some examples
from literature, and all the lessons at Liberty.”
Schwindt arced sophic when asked what advice he might have for current students
moiling their way through Liberty. “Stick with it. No matter where you are in life – and I’ve
really come to understand this now – it always seems bad. Especially to younger kids,
they don’t have that experience of what the future could be, or to appreciate the past. It
always seems like either the past, or the future are better. It’s never satisfying where you
are right now. No matter where you go, you’re going to experience something you’re not
enjoying. So, if you don’t challenge yourself, and you don’t stick with it, you’re never
going to succeed at all.”
Drawing upon his military experience, Schwindt leveled out, “No one wants to be a
failure. So, sometimes people just give up, and say ‘oh, I’m done with this,’ and they
persuade themselves they’re not failing when they really are. But the Air Force has
taught me to stick with it – don’t quit no matter what. For me, it can sometimes get really
rough, especially in South Dakota where it can get cold, and we’re trying to launch a jet
with minus-40-degree weather, with 50mph winds, and I’ve got to change a metal part
with my bare hands. It’s not fun, but the reward on the other side is amazing. Just stick
with it. That’s my best advice. That’s all there is to anything really difficult in life. You’ve
got to test your knowledge, your physical abilities, and your mental toughness every
day.”
“Coming out on the other side of high school, I don’t think there’s much I would
recommend changing about Liberty. The values the school holds are the best, whether
you’re going into the Air Force, or working for a company,” he said in hindsight. “I think
the school’s virtues stick with kids more than they care to admit.”
“I enjoy my job. It’s very intriguing, very satisfying,” Schwindt said. “There’s an awful lot of
job satisfaction there.” Aim High ... Fly, Fight, Win!

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

News Worth Repeating
Hearing and Vision Help Needed. We are looking for vision-screening and hearingtesting volunteers on Thursday, November 14 from approximately 11:00AM3:00PM. Prior experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be able to stay for the whole
time. Sign up here or email Natalie Dybzinski with questions.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2020-2021 school year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in
January. Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970)482-9800, ext. 1114, to
add your student to the list.

AP Registration Deadline Approaching. Students planning to take an AP Exam
should complete the registration process by November 1. The process involves two
essential steps. First, students must register for their class session through
myap.collegeboard.org. See your teacher for the proper join code. Second, the exam
payment must be submitted through this link. Please see M ichalla Fowler with any
questions.

55th Annual Thespian Conference. Liberty
Common High School juniors and seniors
interested in the performing arts (including the
technical aspects of stage production), are
invited to attend the Colorado Thespian
Conference (Thescon 2019) in Denver on
Friday and Saturday, December 13th and 14th. CLICK HERE for registration and
permission forms. Forms are due to the Front Office by Fri 1, Nov 2019. For additional
information, visit the conference website HERE, or send an e-mail to M rs. Paulette
Hansen.

New State Graduation Requirements. Beginning with the class of 2021, the state of
Colorado will require students to demonstrate English and math proficiency in order to
graduate. This is part of a broader state initiative aimed at what the Colorado
Department of Education calls Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR). Most
students will demonstrate that proficiency through a minimum SAT score of 470 on the
English portion and 500 on the math portion. There are a number of alternative
measures that are also acceptable under state guidelines as described here. We will be
closely monitoring students who are close to those cut lines in either category, and
encourage parents to do the same. Please contact Dr. Robinson with any questions.

Audition For Spring Play. Calling all high-school
actors and actresses. Audition for the spring
play Arsenic and Old Lace, a wonderfully dark
comedy. Auditions are Monday, November 4th. Sign up
for an audition time and get an audition packet in
Independence Hall (256). We also need crew
positions, by November 15th, to help bring this story to
life. Crew applications are also available in
Independence Hall. For questions see Director M r.
Skerjanec, or Assistant Director M egan Dille.

College Opportunity. Aims Community College and
UNC recently announced a collaborative and great
opportunity to make college affordable. Students may
apply free to AIMS community college, attend classes
at a significant discount rate for the first two years
then transition to UNC for their junior and senior
year. During the first 2 years as an AIMS student, students are eligible to live in UNC
housing and participate in all UNC student activities as a student. The cost savings is
truly an advantage for students. Check out the website for more details. CLICK HERE to
fill out an early application. Space is limited.

On sale for $55. After November 8, the price increases to $60. Questions? Contact M rs.
Clouser. Purchase online only at Jostens.
Seniors: Look for an email and mailing from M rs. Clouser for information about senior
photos, senior quotes, and baby ads. Senior pictures are due Nov 1st.

Student Presentation Contest for Festival of Ideas.
If you are an expert in an academic subject, apply to
present at Festival of Ideas. Student presenters are
allotted 30 minutes, this year. Present on any academic
subject: music, science, engineering, math, literature, art,
or history. The contest is now open to all high-school
students; no mentor needed. The top five candidates win
the opportunity to work with M r. Tullius as their personal speech coach. Pick up an
application in the English hallway. See Tullius or Salazar for more information.
Application Deadline: Friday, October 18th.
Presentation Deadline: Saturday, February 29.

Immunization Deadline. The state immunization deadline is Nov. 1st. If your student is
missing any immunizations, or if an annual exemption form needs to be completed, you
were notified by mail. The second and final round of notification letters is going out next
week. Please read the letter and update your student's status with the school. Students
without proof of required immunizations for their age and/or an updated exemption form
will not be allowed to attend school beginning Friday, November 1st. For vaccine
exemption information CLICK HERE. Please contact Natalie Dybzinski, School Nurse
Consultant or Tiffany Burgess, LCHS Health Technician if you have any questions.

M atador Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser. Sunday, November 3rd

from 12:00AM to 5:00PM, all Liberty Common students (K-12)
and their families are invited to a LCHS Ambassadors Club
Fundraising Chili Cook-Off! The event will be held outside
Matador Mexican Grill (1823 E Harmony Rd, Fort Collins). You
can either put your chili recipe to the test or enjoy some of the
other festivities including: cotton candy, face painting, a bouncy
house, spicy taco eating contest, and a surprise celebrity
judge! Admission for all guests is $5, which will supply you with
three tickets for use at three different activities. If you want to
enter the Chili Cook-Off, it is $20 for admission and contestants
must provide all of their own supplies. Contact M rs. Deitrick
for more information on Ambassadors Club Service projects
and M egan Kincaid to register or for more information.
Registration closes Friday, October 25th. We hope to see
you there.

Attend Great-Books Symposium. Tuesday, October 29th |
6:00PM | LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library (Room 126) | Come
and learn about Liberty’s Great Books List. Find out why we use
it, how to navigate it, and how to help your students be
successful, well-rounded readers. Hear from several Liberty
instructors on why the GB List is so important to our school’s
literacy policy here at Liberty Common School. Snacks provided.

Classic Learning Test Coming to Liberty. LCHS will
host an administration of the Classic Learning Test on
Saturday, Dec 7. The CLT is an alternative
standardized assessment to the SAT and ACT.
According to the CLT foundation, "it is designed for high
school juniors and seniors. The CLT takes two hours, and tests for grammar, literary
comprehension, and mathematical and logical reasoning; it also contains an optional,
ungraded essay portion. Students [will] receive their scores the same day, which they
can then share with colleges of their choice at no charge." Students can register directly
through the CLT website. That site will also give details on which colleges currently
accept the CLT as part of their admissions process.

Liberty Legacies. Become a published author in Liberty
Legacies Volume IV. Liberty Legacies is a compilation of stories
written by our Liberty Common High School student body about
their grandparents, parents, siblings, relatives, coaches and
other mentors. This is a wonderful way to honor and thank an
important person in your life. There is a $10 writing fee that will
go toward the purchase of your author copy of the book.
Stories are due November 4th. Contact Elizabeth Rencher or
M icah Sanfilippo for more information or if you would like to
write a story.

Liberty Lecture – Freedom In Hong
Kong. Mark calendars now for the next
fascinating “Liberty Lecture” scheduled for
Monday, November 11th from 6:308:00PM in the LCHS Great Hall. Our

special keynote speaker is M rs. Helen
Raleigh (CLICK HERE). Mrs. Raleigh will
discuss China, socialism, and the current
upheaval in Hong Kong. Mrs. Raleigh was
a Prudence Lyceum speaker at LCHS in
2013 ( CLICK HERE for video), and she
was a big hit with the students, and
faculty. Liberty Lectures are evening
leisure gatherings where students,
parents, alumni, and the community gather
to learn together, and interact with key
leaders, experts, and lecturers. Don’t miss
this one.
Helen Raleigh is our next Liberty Lecture
keynote speaker Monday, November
11th. Topic: China, Hong Kong, and
freedom.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK
HERE to register.

Upcoming Trips
M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three
years, Liberty Common Headmaster, and former
Member of the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully
utilizes his Former-Member privileges to get students,
and parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S.
Capitol normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up
visits with high-power political figures. The next
Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break
2021. No registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your
2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous
excursion (2018).

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873

Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- October 24th, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 or email
lchsattendance@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED
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