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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

This week is Gian Lorenzo Bernini week at
LCHS.
Gian Lorenzo Bernini was the greatest architect and sculptor
of 17th-century Rome. His innovative exploration of form and
media was a driving force in the development of the Baroque
style. His best known works include the Ecstasy of Saint
Teresa, The Baldachin and Piazza of St. Peter's, and several of
Rome's most admired fountains.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Cosmic Déjà Vu
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Monday’s Liberty Lecture (Nov 11) about the uprising in Hong Kong is an occasion for
Liberty parents, faculty, administrators, and students to gather in the beauty of what
Core Knowledge founder Dr. E.D. Hirsch describes as mature literacy. Few other
public schools could pull it off.
A recent essay by LCHS instructor M r. Stanton Skerjanec connects the “Surreality
of Revolution” in Hong Kong to lessons our high-school students know about the
American Revolution. It’s “cosmic déjà vu” for students of American history, Skerj says.
Even Liberty’s elementary students already know enough
about Asia, economics, and unalienable rights to track the
timely discussion with our keynote speaker M rs. Helen
Raleigh who knows the topic intimately. Raleigh also
knows a lot about our school.
In fact, she intends to tailor her remarks to connect the
principles we teach Liberty kids with the real-time
human struggle on the streets of Hong Kong. “I’ll talk
about why liberty should be common but isn’t (i.e.
socialism/Hong Kong) and what we can do to make it
more common,” she told me this week.
Liberty Lectures build academic confidence for children as they realize the power of their
Core-Knowledge education, and experience it bringing them into meaningful mature
conversation. These events arm all prudent citizens with lessons we need to sustain both
our American Republic, and Liberty Common School’s revolution in education.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Nov 11 | Veteran's Day.
Nov 11-16 | LCHS Canned-Food Drive.
Nov 11 | Liberty Lecture: Unrest in Hong Kong | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 13 | Open-Campus Lunch | Juniors and Seniors.
Nov 13 | All-School Patriotism Lyceum | 2:00PM | LCHS Colosseum.

Nov 14 | Hearing-and-Vision Screening | 11:00AM-3:00PM.
Nov 14 | HS Morality Talks | 2:15PM | LCHS Great Hall & Colosseum.
Nov 16 | Family Fall-Harvest | 4:00-7:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 18 | 2nd-Annual Junto | 6:30PM-8:15PM | LCHS Great Hall & Classrooms.
Nov 21 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Nov 22 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Nov 23 | Sophomore Casino Night | 7:00-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall
Nov 26 | Grandparents Day | LCS 8:30-11:00AM | LCHS 12:30-3:15PM.
Nov 26 | Naval Academy Information Night | 6:00PM-8:00PM | Great Hall.
Nov 27-29 | Thanksgiving Break, No-school.
Dec 2 | College-Planning Night for Juniors | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 3 | Roundtable Discussion | 8th-Grade Parents | 6:30PM | Stoa.
Dec 4 | Open-Campus Lunch | Juniors and Seniors.
Dec 4 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 5 | HS Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 5 | Roundtable Discussion | 8th-Grade Parents | 8:00AM | Stoa.
Dec 5 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30PM | | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 6-7 | HS Musical | 7:00PM | 2:00PM & 7:00PM | LCS Performance Hall.
Dec 9 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 11 | Liberty Lecture: Monet in Denver | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 12 | LCHS Holiday Concert | 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 13 | LCHS Free-Dress Day.
Dec 13 | JH Holiday Dance | 6:30PM-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 14 | HS Movie Night | Time TBD.
Dec 18 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Dec 19 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 18-20 | 1st-Semester Finals | CLICK HERE for schedule.
Dec 20 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day | Q2/S1 Ends.
Dec 20 | Talent Show | 1:05PM-2:45PM | Colosseum | Early Dismissal at 2:45.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov. 27-29 | Thanksgiving.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices

What does the uprising in Hong Kong
mean for America? Find out at Monday’s
(Nov 11) Liberty Lecture.

Liberty Lecture – Liberty in Hong
Kong. Liberty students, families, and
friends shouldn’t miss Monday’s (Nov 11th)
Liberty Lecture on Hong Kong, 6:308:00PM in the LCHS Great Hall. It’s an
important topic. Our special keynote
speaker is M rs. Helen Raleigh (CLICK
HERE) whose commentary and analyses
of the Hong Kong uprising appear
regularly on national news broadcasts,
and media reports. Mrs. Raleigh was a
Prudence Lyceum speaker at LCHS in
2013 ( CLICK HERE for video), and she
was a big hit with the students, and
faculty. CLICK HERE for a recent
Bloomberg video summary for background
on the Hong Kong situation, and this timely

lecture. Be sure to attend this one.

Common Sense Back Issues Available. Miss a Common Sense, or want to share a bit
of school news with a friend? Please visit the Liberty website: View the LCS Common
Sense Archive, and LCHS Common Sense Archive , or keep up on our latest news in
the News Section.

M eet M e in St. Louis. LCHS’s fall musical-theater production will be something you do
not want to miss. Mark your calendars and save the date. We invite you all, along with
your friends and family members to join us on December 6th and 7th. Look for more
details, and a link to buy tickets, beginning Friday November 15, right here in the Friday
Common Sense.

Grandparents Day Volunteer Signup. By now,
most families have received their invitation to
Grandparents Day (GPD) November 26, 2019. If
not, grandparents do not need an invitation to
attend, nor do they need to RSVP. To make this

event seamless and extraordinary, a small group
of committed parents have been working tirelessly
behind the scenes, and we are asking for
additional volunteers.
CLICK HERE to volunteer at the Elementary
School GPD.
CLICK HERE to sign-up to donate food for GPD.

Grandparent's Day Schedule. CLICK HERE for the Grand Parent's Day bell schedule
on Tuesday, November 26th. Note there will not be an early dismissal at 2:45PM
because the class rotations end at 3:15PM. There will be no 9th-hour clubs or study
halls, nor will there be a 2:45PM shuttle to LCS.

Patriotism And The Flag At LCHS. LCHS will observe
Veterans Day on Monday, and will accentuate the
school’s Capstone Virtue of Patriotism throughout the
week. LCHS defines patriotism as, “Devotion and
dedication to the country – allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and
justice for all.” The junior-high Order System is privileged
to be the school’s official steward of the Patriotism
Capstone. As a daily expression of this devotion and
dedication, the Stars and Stripes Squad, composed of
student volunteers, proudly raises and lowers the United
States Flag in the front of our school. These words
penned by President Calvin Coolidge, who was born
on the Fourth of July, concisely express the significance
of our Flag:
"We do honor to the Stars and Stripes as the emblem of our country and the symbol of
all that our patriotism means. We identify the Flag with almost everything we hold dear on
earth. It represents our peace and security, our civil and political liberty, our freedom of
religious worship, our family, our friends, our home. We see it in the great multitude of
blessings, of rights and privileges that make up our country. But when we look at our
Flag and behold it emblazoned with all our rights, we must remember that it is equally a
symbol of our duties. Every glory that we associate with it is the result of duty done. A
yearly contemplation of our Flag strengthens and purifies the national conscience."

Mr. Ken Vetter, LCHS Science
Instructor, Veteran USAF.

Dr. Herman Lock, LCHS
Engineering, Math Instructor,
Veteran Royal Dutch Navy

Veterans Day. The annual U.S. commemoration of Veterans Day is Monday, November
11th, a day set aside in honor of all veterans who have served in the profession of arms
in defense of the Republic. The date and moment correspond to the conclusion of “the
war to end war” (WWI) which officially ended at Compiègne, France on “the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.” Liberty Common takes Veterans Day
seriously as a function of our patriotic school culture. Ours is an institution whose
appreciation of history helps us understand the essential role the warfighter has played
in securing peace through the advancement of America’s foundational principle – to
respect and protect the rights of the individual. Liberty Common School remains in
session on Monday, and all students and faculty will take pause during the school day for
reflection, respect, and veneration normally associated with this revered national
holiday.

Evening Custodial Help Needed. We’re in need of temporary, evening custodial help
at the elementary school throughout November. This position could be filled by a highschool student, parent, or community member. The hours and duration for this position
would be after school for 4-6 weeks starting as soon as possible from 3:00PM-11:00PM
(negotiable). If interested, please email Casey Churchill, or pass this notice along to
others who might be interested. Thank you.

High School Newsworthy Notices

Chili Cook-Off Success. Congratulations to Cassandra M ichaelsen (LCHS ’21) for
organizing last Sunday’s Chili Cook-off at The M atador M exican Grill (owned by

Liberty parents) in Ft. Collins. It was a large, and successful fundraising event — Great
fun, great food, great people, great weather, great cause — all in support of the LCHS
Ambassador’s Club. Missed it? Oh well, there’s always next year. CLICK HERE to see
event photos at the LCHS Facebook page.

Loveland Laser Tag Fundraiser. LCHS Robotics
Teams are hosting a fundraiser night at Loveland Laser
Tag on Monday, November 25th from 6PM-10PM. Cost is
$25 for an all-events pass which includes unlimited laser
tag and a card for the arcade, 401 N Denver Ave,
Loveland, CO. Join us for a fun night at Loveland Laser
Tag!

On sale for $55. After November 8, the price increases to $60. Questions? Contact M rs.
Clouser. Purchase online only at Jostens.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Two of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is
important for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best
charter schools in Colorado. For the next four weeks, we
will run, "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. M aureen
Schaffer, M rs. M ichelle Provaznik, M rs. Laurel Van
M aren, and M r. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of detailing the events that took
place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our
history, we will better value the efforts by our Founders to get where we are today. It is
because of their vision and foresight that we have the top elementary and high school in
the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. M aureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
The huge demand for the educational program offered at Washington Core Knowledge
School prompted the school’s founders to begin drafting an application for a Core
Knowledge charter school, under the newly passed Colorado Charter Schools Act. By
the summer of 1995, unresolved issues about the permanence of Washington Core and
the authority of the parent board over the academic program spurred a full-scale charter
effort.
Meeting after work and on weekends, parents meticulously defined and documented the
charter school’s mission, goals, curriculum, governance, budget, facility plan, employee

relations, and more. On October 31, 1995, the Core Knowledge Charter School (CKCS)
Partnership, the organization formed by founding parents for the purpose of establishing
a new charter school, submitted its application to the PSD Board of Education.

Rather than proceed with negotiations, the PSD board requested more and more
information, explanation, and detail. The CKCS board, led by parent Chairman Phil
Christ, diligently responded to each request, but to no avail. On December 11, the PSD
board voted to deny the charter application without ever having met to negotiate with the
parents.
Undaunted, the CKCS board appealed the decision to the Colorado State Board of
Education. In February, the State Board sided with the parents and instructed the PSD
board to negotiate an agreement in good faith with the charter group. Weeks of meetings
ensued.
It appeared the two sides were slowly coming together. However in an eleventh-hour
surprise, the PSD board suddenly voted to “approve” the charter with several major
restrictions, not previously discussed: The charter would be limited to two years,
enrollment would be capped at 300 students, and the school would be limited to a K-6
program, thereby eliminating the school’s innovative junior-high program.
PSD further directed the charter school to find space in a non-district building and
execute the charter contract with PSD no later than June 1. The constraints made it
virtually impossible to open the school.
Disappointed, the CKCS board filed a second appeal with the State Board of
Education. In an apparent attempt to quash the charter school, PSD unleashed its
attorney. A paper war erupted as the lawyer threw legal obstacles in the path of the
charter school. The charter group managed to fend off the legal challenges and was
finally granted a hearing before the State Board.
At the April 23 hearing, the final punch was landed when PSD announced it had filed suit
against the State Board of Education and CKCS Board of Directors! Concerned the
lawsuit could result in an injunction preventing the charter school from opening, the State
Board recommended the charter group try to open a school with PSD’s restrictions.

Dozens of outraged parents criticized the legal shenanigans at the next PSD board
meeting. PSD director Bob Bacon (who subsequently was elected a Colorado State
Senator) denied the district had sued parents and accused charter supporters of
promulgating a big lie.[1] But PSD President M ike Liggett, an attorney, confirmed the
lawsuit had indeed named five parents – Phil Christ, Randy Everett, Timothy
Gilmore, Cheryl Olsen, and M aureen Schaffer – as defendants.
The clock was ticking down to the June 1st deadline. Charter parent M r. Peter Kast, a
commercial realtor, conducted yet another survey of potential properties to
accommodate the PSD-imposed school configuration. A near match was
identified. However, two adjustments to the restrictions would be necessary:
Increase the charter length to five years to amortize building improvements.
Increase the enrollment cap to 364 students to meet the annual lease and
maintenance obligations.
The charter group entreated PSD to consider adjusting the restrictions. The PSD board
refused to consider the request. “The Board of Education will not take any further
action,” came the response in a May 3rd letter to the CKCS board.
The June 1 contract deadline expired, and PSD dropped its lawsuit against the parents.
The clock had run out. There would be no charter school in 1996.
[1] Vaughan, Kevin. “Parents assail board over charter school.” The Fort Collins
Coloradoan, May 14, 1996.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Canned-Food Drive. The annual LCHS Canned-Food Drive begins Monday, 11/11,
and runs through Saturday, 11/16 at 10AM. Contributions will be donated to the
Salvation Army food pantry. See the Order of Valhalla Captains, PJ Wrona (LCHS Class
of 2024) and Ali Gilkey (LCHS Class of 2024), with questions.

Family Fall Harvest. The annual Family Fall Harvest is
scheduled for Saturday, November 16th from 4:00PM 7:00PM at LCHS. There are going to be games, arts and
crafts, and free food. There is no charge for the
event. There will be activities for all ages and delicious
BBQ. Bring everyone in the family as this is truly an epic,
school-wide, community-building event. The more family
members who attend, the more House and Order points
will be awarded. There will also be a raffle for fun
prizes. It's being organized by the Order of Camelot and DP is going to be sensational.
See Josh Salehi, Spencer Lynch, Lauren Gamlin, Gabe Hoyer, Corah Clemmer or
Will Notarfrancesco with questions. Free Dress Day rules apply.
As this is a free event, we also need donations of food and volunteers to help run the
event. If you are interested in helping, please sign up by CLICKING HERE to donate.
Bring food items to the Great Hall Saturday between 2PM-4PM.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

8th-Grade Parent Roundtable Discussions. Please join us either on Dec 3 at 6:30PM
or on Dec 5 at 8:00 AM to have a discussion with high-school administrators on the
transition from 8th to 9th grade. There will be a brief presentation, followed by
refreshments and an opportunity for Q&A about anything related to becoming a highschool student at LCHS.

6th-Grade Parent M eeting. Please join us on December 5 at 6:30PM in the LCHS
Great Hall for an information session on the transition from 6th to 7th grade. Students

may attend, but this night is primarily for parents. Our hope is to ensure all 6th-grade
parents are well-informed regarding the opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of
the junior high. We want to answer your questions and ensure you have all the
information you need to help your children to begin their transition to junior high at
LCHS.

Naval Academy Information Night. On November 26 at 6:30PM, representatives from
the Naval Academy will hold an event at LCHS to provide information on pursuing
admission to the academy. This event is open to the community, so feel free to invite
people from other schools who might be interested.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

Last college visits of the semester. Arizona State University - November
13, 11:05AM,
Cal Poly November 14, 2019 11:50AM, and Fort Lewis College November 21, 2019
10:15AM.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Do not forget to complete the FAFSA Free
Application for federal student aid. Colleges cannot offer scholarship money or financial
aid until the FAFSA is completed. www.fafsa.ed.gov

Northern Arizona University Flagstaff AZ. This past week I was
able to visit NAU and learn more about the incredible programs
and scholarships they offer.

Campus Profile:
20,000 undergraduate students.
Test optional for admissions and scholarships.
Top programs: engineering, business, theatre/music, nursing,
virtual reality and design, physic and astronomy hotel and resort management and
more.
All Colorado residents who meet the GPA requirement receive scholarships – 3.54.0 awards $6,000 a year and is stackable with additional scholarships.
Direct flights from Denver to Flagstaff.
Students can spend time in the Grand Canyon doing research.
Top Honors college with brand new facilities.
Study abroad programs and excellent career services and support for job
placement.
Flagstaff is the home and discovery site of the plant Pluto. Students have the
opportunity to view, discover and research as future astronomers at the Lowell
Observatory.

AST Tip Of The Week
Feeling Good on Test Day. A student shared that she believes, on the day of an exam,
you should dress up because you feel good about yourself. Dressing well puts you in a
good mental state which allows you to perform better on an exam. While dressing up may
not be your thing, finding something that makes you feel confident on test day really can
improve your score. Remember to affirm all that you have done to prepare, and tell
yourself "I've done the work, I've got this!" to keep yourself from stressing. A relaxed
mind is a sharp mind.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

LCHS Freshman, Kade Kreikemeier took
3rd place overall out of 153 riders for
freshmen boys at the NICA Colorado
Mountain Bike League State
Championship race in Durango on
October 19th.

LCHS Freshman, Laura Zupancic helped
the Rocky Mountain High School
gymnastic team qualify for a run at the
state championship yesterday. Laura
competed in the balance beam, uneven
bars, and floor exercise. Congratulations,
Laura.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Tue, 11/12, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Highland.
Thu, 11/14, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Valley.
8th Basketball
Tue, 11/12, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Highland.
Thu, 11/14, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Valley.
Online Basketball Registration Update: M r. Knab will send out an email when the
platform we are using to register is ready to go.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Sat, 11/23, Nike Southwest Regional Meet, Casa Grande, AZ.
HS Soccer
The men's soccer team lost to a strong Atlas Preparatory team, 5-3, on Tuesday.
HS Volleyball
Sat,11/9, 11AM, vs Lake Country(Regional Playoffs at Lutheran High School).
Sat, 11/9, 12AM, vs Lutheran High School (Regional Playoffs at Lutheran High School).
CHSAANow.org/Volleyball.
HS M en's Basketball
Mon, 11/18, First day of practice. Contact Coach Philpot for details.
HS Women's Basketball
Mon, 11/18, First day of practice. Contact Coach Ukasick for details.

HS Women's Swimming
Mon, 11/18, First day of practice. Contact Coach Huey for details.
Winter Sports & M en's Basketball: LCHS offers basketball for men and women, and
now women's swimming, for its winter sports. The first mandatory practice date is Mon 18
Nov 2019. We are excited about the numbers of students thinking about participating in
these sports. If you are a high-school-male athlete, consider playing men's basketball
this year. There is an interest meeting on Mon 11 Nov 2019 during lunch. Pizza will be
provided for those who attend the meeting. Please come for more information about the
basketball program and its future direction by the new Head Coach Philpot. He has a
vision for developing the athletes and the basketball program at LCHS. Consider playing
basketball this year and sign up on the sign-up sheet outside The Praetorium.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
M onthly Giving. Liberty Common School depends on many generous donors to provide
an excellent education for each and every one of our students. One easy way to
contribute to Liberty is by setting up an automatic monthly gift. It’s so easy, and it will only
take five minutes. Just CLICK HERE, select the amount you would like to give each
month, select "Recurring Donation,” and choose the frequency of your intended gift.
Upon completion of your form, your donation will be deducted from your chosen payment
source automatically each time. Even small monthly donations can really add up over
time, so don’t wait - setup monthly giving today.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
No Substitute for Knowledge
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
As students gear up for college tests, here is one big thing
to keep in mind: There is no substitute for knowledge.
The ability to complete college-level work is fundamentally
what college-readiness assessments like the SAT, ACT,
and other similar tests attempt to measure. High scores
logically reflect the test taker’s preparation throughout

primary ... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 87. Cleanliness. Cleanliness is
next to godliness in clothing. The daily bath
and frequent change of underclothing make
it unnecessary to use perfume or highly
scented powder. Perfume may be used
sparingly on dress occasions, but an
overuse of it may be most disagreeable to
other people. Avoid all odors and stains
from perspiration. Each Saturday, a girl should clean, press, and repair her
clothes for the next week. Woolen clothes must be aired and brushed, and the
inner linings washed. Keep the collar, cuffs, and vests clean. Sew on buttons and
snaps. A pin is for emergency use, but otherwise is a sign of carelessness.”

Alumni Update from Cole Goeltl, Class of
’19/LEGIO XIII now attending Creighton
University in Omaha, Nebraska.

There’s no Grandparents Day at Creighton University – yet. After working on three
consecutive Grandparents Day events while at Liberty Common, 2019 grad Cole Goeltl
says it may be just a matter of time.

Time, after all, is a concept Goeltl seems to be conquering in his first semester in
Omaha. In addition to carrying a full academic schedule, he’s absorbed himself in
business clubs, in a leadership-development program, as a Dean’s Fellow in the
business school, volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, intramural soccer, in an ethics
case-study club, also in a business fraternity. He interns with the Outreach Office of the
Business School which entails meeting recruits, planning events, and networking within
the business school.
He dutifully reads Liberty Common Sense every week; and he’s just getting warmed up.
He reported more big news this past Monday: “Today I was just offered an internship at
(an upper-tier Fortune 500 company), and I became the second-ever freshman to be
offered a spot in Creighton’s iJay Practicum, where students run the business behind
Creighton’s Apple store on campus (only university with one on campus). I will be
finalizing the details in the coming days, but I plan on accepting both offers. I could not
have done this without Liberty’s preparation.”
These opportunities comport nicely with Goeltl’s triple major in finance, financial
technology, and business intelligence and analytics. “I could get these three majors in
three years,” he said during a recent visit to LCHS. “I got out of a lot of credits just by
attending Liberty – foreign language, humanities, math, and science. That frees up more
than a full semester.”
“I’m surprised more Liberty kids don’t go (to Creighton),” he added. LCHS sibling grads
Nicholas (’14) and Laura Tsiouvaras (’15) are both Creighton grads, too. Goeltl says
the best things about the school are “all the opportunities and connections you can
make. They have 6,000 internship opportunities for only 2,000 undergraduate business
students.”
Goeltl’s hardest class so far: English. His professor boasts his average grade is a C. Goeltl boasts, “I’m the only kid in the class who has an A- right now. He’s a very, very
tough grader.”
Other classes Goeltl’s taking include accounting, theology, communications, an online
speech class, and freshman seminar. His favorite, he says, is microeconomics where the
full professor is also a VP of a multinational investment bank, and financial-services
company. Goeltl’s largest class so far is 38 students.
His goal is to pursue a career in finance. In the meantime, Goeltl’s enjoying the academic
challenges.
He’s thriving in Creighton’s Jesuit Catholic culture, too. “I go to Mass every single
Sunday; and the Mass is incredible. Every single Mass and Homily is just unbelievable,”
he said. “I did a freshman retreat which was a great spiritual experience.”
“I feel totally prepared. It’s been a very, very, very smooth transition for me. No bumps
along the way whatsoever,” Goeltl said. “Some freshmen are stunned by the rigors of
college. They ask, ‘you have to study for tests here? You have to read the textbook?’”
“So far, I have the highest grade in my accounting class – and most of the students in it
are sophomores. There’s only a few freshmen in the class,” he said.
A consummate networker, Goeltl stays in touch with his LCHS classmates despite their
being scattered to campuses across the country. “All the Liberty kids that I’ve been
keeping in touch with say they’re doing really well in college.”
The most valuable skill from liberty: “Definitely the critical thinking. It helped me so
much. Going to Liberty has put me, I feel, light years ahead in being able to handle
thinking problems.”
“The math program here at Liberty has prepared me, especially for accounting” he
said. “Some problems (Creighton) give(s) us take most of the class a long time, but I’m
getting through them in no time at all.”

“Liberty taught me the theories to really know the logic behind problems. I’m so glad I got
that at Liberty.”
Liberty teachers he misses: Tullius. “I was his IA (instructional assistant) for three years,
and had him for three classes,” Goeltl said. “He helped me to become not just a better
writer, but to think critically. I like how his essays have no page limits. He just wanted us
to write a good essay, and to know what a good essay is.”
M r. Lovely for pre-calculus. “He just gave me a whole other level of understanding
math,” Goeltl said. “That’s helping me enormously.”
M r. Hultin: “His speech class gave me an advantage; and, in his 8th -grade class, ‘To Kill
a Mockingbird’ was the first book I really learned to love thanks to the way Mr. Hultin
teaches it.”
Elementary teacher: M r. Ronen. “He had such a great connection with every single one
of his students. Even after he hadn’t seen us for years, he still knew all our names, and
knows what we’re interested in. And he helped me develop a love for math,” Goeltl said
with a big nostalgic smile.
Goeltl’s advice to faithful Liberty students: “Jump at every opportunity, and find ways to
love what you’re doing. Liberty will make everything so much more enjoyable for you (in
college), and you’ll do way better.”
“Creighton is everything I was expecting, and more,” Goeltl said. “I’m loving it. Liberty
prepared me very well.”
Go Bluejays!

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

News Worth Repeating

Helen Raleigh Books For Sale. Liberty families will be able to buy popular books
written by public speaker and author Helen Raleigh who is the keynote speaker at the
upcoming Liberty Lecture on Hong Kong. She’ll sign copies the night of her
lecture. Books may also be acquired online through Mrs. Raleigh’s website – CLICK

HERE. To learn more about Raleigh’s amazing personal story, please watch this
inspiring video (which even includes footage from LCHS!).

M aturity And M anners. On November 14 we’ll be separating the high-school men from
the high-school women for teacher-led discussions about maturity, decorum, language
and dignified behavior.The high-school women’s discussion will be led by M rs. Tiffany
Burgess. The high-school men’s discussion by M r. Jason M ayer. We conduct these
discussions yearly as the strategy leaves a powerful and positive impact upon student
behavior, and the effect is immediate. In fact, these discussions are somewhat
spectacular. The issues being addressed target specific common behaviors and
experiences among high-school students. A school of over 500 pubescent students
inevitably invites exposure to errant language, “locker-room talk,” and imagination about
topics, themes and situations beyond the maturity of balanced school-aged youngsters.
Unaddressed, these conditions can sometimes get out of hand and lead to distracting
rumors, unhealthy relationships, and sometimes devastating outcomes. We insist on
leaving the most sensitive kinds of discussions to parents. We do not intrude into matters
that involve faith, or family customs. General comments, observations and remarks are
indeed appropriate for a school like ours to convey; and, we have found instructors are
most effective in conveying the expectations Liberty maintains toward human dignity,
respect, honor, and virtue. This is the level at which our instructors will address our
students. They’ll share memories about their own high-school observations, and
describe the character impressed upon them through their own maturity. They’ll reinforce
the importance of using edifying language even in familiar conversation. They’ll discuss
how vulgarities influence attitudes, how attitudes influence cultures, and how associated
behaviors can destroy people. Students will be given solid examples of virtuous behavior,
honor, valor, and chivalry. They’ll be encouraged to choose modesty in manner, dress,
appearance and behavior. Regarding adult situations, Liberty students will be directed to
elevate their own appreciation, reliance, and leadership upon the school’s capstone
virtues of Prudence, Temperance, Justice, Fortitude, Gratitude and Patriotism. Though
discussions are overt and their purposes fully transparent to the students, we also
consistently reinforce these themes through great literature, praiseworthy historical
examples and by insisting all adults in the school serve as good models of noble
decorum. This sustained and deliberate effort to shepherd Liberty students toward
healthy maturity helps define the character of our institution and fulfill the high
expectations we, as parents who have chosen Liberty for our own children, maintain for a
wholesome public high school.
Long’s Peak Science and Engineering Fair. There is a 9thHour Science Fair Club for students interested in completing a
project for a regional science fair to be held in Greeley on
Wednesday, February 26, 2020. Any student in grades 7 -12 is
welcome to participate. There will be 30-40 projects chosen to
compete at the Colorado Science and Engineering Fair in
April. Finalists from there will go on to compete at the
International Science Engineering Fair in Anaheim, California in
May. Come to the 9th-Hour club to receive the required
registration materials, list of rules, and to receive guidance in
researching and planning the project. You can get more information here. Contact M rs.
Jean Bradley with questions.

Audition For Spring Play. Calling all high-school play
enthusiasts. The spring play Arsenic and Old Lace, is a
wonderfully dark comedy. We need crew positions, by
November 15th, to help bring this story to life. Crew
applications are available in Independence Hall. For
questions see Director M r. Skerjanec, or Assistant
Director M egan Dille.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are
interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Upcoming Trips
M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

WWII Europe Trip. LCHS men’s soccer coach, M r.
Cyrus Salehi will be leading a WWII trip in June 2020 to
London, Normandy, Paris, and Berlin. If any LCHS
students are interested in attending with a group from
Resurrection Christian School, please email Coach
Salehi.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three
years, Liberty Common Headmaster, and former
Member of the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully
utilizes his Former-Member privileges to get students,
and parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S.
Capitol normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up
visits with high-power political figures. The next
Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break
2021. No registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your
2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous
excursion (2018).

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meetings- November 21st & Dec 19th | 6:00PM | LCHS
Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 or email
lchsattendance@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED
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