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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

This week is Roger Sherman week at LCHS.
This week at LCHS is Roger Sherman Week. Sherman was a
Connecticut statesman, signed the Continental Association, the
Articles of Confederation, Declaration of Independence and U.S.
Constitution, and served in the Continental Congress and both
houses of the U.S. Congress. He wrote, “Sad will be the day
when the American people forget their traditions and their
history, and no longer remember that the country they love, the
institutions they cherish, and the freedom they hope to preserve,
were born from the throes of armed resistance to tyranny, and
nursed in the rugged arms of fearless men.”

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

From One Generation To The Next
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Next week’s national Thanksgiving observance is preceded Tuesday by our tenth-annual
Liberty Grandparents Day. We’re still in need of food and volunteers. If you can assist,
please CLICK HERE to sign up for donating food. CLICK HERE to volunteer.
Starting at the elementary school, grandparents will
receive an introductory briefing from Principal Casey
Churchill, and 6th-grade instructor M rs. Jenna
Allen. Then, it’s off to classrooms with the grandkids.
In the afternoon, grandparents of highschoolers (grades
7-12) will be welcomed by talented student/leaders before
touring the classrooms and sitting in on demonstrations
led by our world-class faculty. Attendance is always robust
at both campuses, so please be mindful of the extra traffic
(an event-parking map is posted elsewhere in this
newsletter).
Grandparents figure profoundly in the lives of
children. Their honored day at Liberty Common School is
an occasion to demonstrate respect, admiration, and
gratitude for family, and to express thankfulness for all the
grandparents who support their grandchildren’s education through our revolutionary
charter-school institution.
For Liberty families, Grandparents Day is a perfect kickoff to the country’s sacred
holiday. It’s a grand time for Americans to acknowledge the bountiful blessings of Divine
Providence; and to celebrate revered traditions handed down from one generation to the
next.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Nov 23 | Sophomore Casino Night | 7:00-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 26 | Grandparents Day | LCS 8:30-11:00AM | LCHS 12:30-3:15PM.
Nov 26 | Naval Academy Information Night | 6:00PM-8:00PM | Great Hall.
Nov 27-29 | Thanksgiving Break, No-school.
Dec 2 | College-Planning Night for Juniors | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 3 | Roundtable Discussion | 8th-Grade Parents | 6:30PM | Stoa.
Dec 4 | Open-Campus Lunch | Juniors and Seniors.
Dec 4 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 5 | HS Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 5 | Roundtable Discussion | 8th-Grade Parents | 8:00AM | Stoa.
Dec 5 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30PM | | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 6-7 | HS Musical | 7:00PM | 2:00PM & 7:00PM | LCS Performance Hall.

Dec 9 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 11 | Liberty Lecture: Monet in Denver | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 12 | LCHS Holiday Concert | 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 13 | LCHS Free-Dress Day.
Dec 13 | JH Holiday Dance | 6:30PM-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 14 | HS Movie Night | Time TBD.
Dec 18 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Dec 19 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 18-20 | 1st-Semester Finals | CLICK HERE for schedule.
Dec 20 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day | Q2/S1 Ends.
Dec 20 | Talent Show | 1:05PM-2:45PM | Colosseum | Early Dismissal at 2:45.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov. 27-29 | Thanksgiving.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices
GPD Volunteers & Supplies Still Needed. Most families
have received their invitation to Grandparents Day (GPD)
November 26, 2019. If not, grandparents do not need an
invitation to attend, nor do they need to RSVP. To make
this event seamless and extraordinary, a small group of
committed parents have been working tirelessly behind the
scenes, and we are asking for additional volunteers.
CLICK HERE to volunteer for GPD.
CLICK HERE to sign-up to donate food for GPD.

Grandparent's Day Schedule. CLICK HERE for the Grandparent's Day bell schedule
on Tuesday, November 26th. Note there will not be an early dismissal at 2:45PM
because the class rotations end at 3:15PM. There will be no 9th-hour clubs or study

halls, nor will there be a 2:45PM shuttle to LCS.

Happy Thanksgiving. Next Thursday's national
Thanksgiving holiday is observed at Liberty Common with
a three-day suspension of school activities from
Wednesday, November 27th through Friday November
29th based upon a succession of presidential
proclamations issued since this first one: "Now, therefore,
I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of
November next, to be devoted by the people of these
States to the service of that great and glorious Being who
is the beneficent author of all the good that was, that is,
or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto
Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and
protection of the people of this country previous to their
becoming a nation..." - President George
Washington

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday December 9, 6:30PM8:00PM at Liberty Common High School in the Great Hall. These are informative
presentations for all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach,
and why we do what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any
grades K - 11, attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of
those waiting for the next open-enrollment spot.

Loveland Classical School Holiday Fair. Loveland Classical will be holding its firstannual Holiday Fair this year on Dec 14 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. Vendors will be
charged an inexpensive vending fee of $20 per table. Anyone with a small business or a
plethora of crafted wares is welcome to participate in the fair. The organizers would like
those intending to participate to sign up before Dec 9. It would be wonderful for the
Liberty Common School community to enjoy the event and show support for our creative
sister school in Loveland. CLICK HERE for more information.

School Portrait M ake-up Day. Friday, December 6th 2019, 3:00PM-5:30PM, and
Saturday December 7- 9:00AM-12:00PM. Location is Skillman Photography 818 E.
Elizabeth, Fort Collins. Click here to print an order form.

1st-Place Robotics Winners. Liberty’s robotics team “Team LEGO Lorax” did an
amazing job last weekend at a regional competition placing 2nd in a competitive robot
game. The team also engineering a 1st-place finish in a robot-design contest. The
triumph qualified the team for a state tournament on December 7th. Team members
Emily Stalcup, Riley Carlson, Julian Cox, Silas Scarpella, Jack Carlson, and John
Dillie represented their core values magnificently at the competition. Special thanks go
to Coaches Kevin Carlson and M att Stalcup.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Paige M oore Is Awesome. Two of Liberty’s
top student leaders traveled to the far reaches
of Larimer County on Veterans Day to
participate in a Veterans Day lunchtime event
near Red Feather Lakes. Director of Community
Outreach Paige M oore, and School Captain
Gordy Brooks joined about 60 veterans who,
along with some additional family members,
gathered at the remote Beaver Meadows
Lodge. It was the 17th such gathering in as
many years. The pair, both seniors in the mighty LCHS Class of 2020, represented our
school in extending first-hand thanks for services rendered in the profession of
arms. (Paige Moore was incorrectly identified in last week's posting of this notice).

Vision And Hearing. Our vision-and-hearing
day was a huge success last Thursday. Over
210 students were screened. We couldn't have
done it without our volunteers. Natalie
Dybzinski and Tiffany Burgess thank the
following volunteers for a successful day:
M ichalla Fowler, Kim Arnett, Kelli Carter,
Karen Whelan, Jenny M cElwain, M ichelle
Taylor, Tarryn Farrell, Kellie Kreikemeier,
Barbara Bartels, Allison Brooks, Jennifer Clinkscales, M ichelle Baldwin, and Dr.
Erinn Jimmerson's UNC audiology students.

Burgess Ships Out. LCHS’s newest AST instructor
M s. M egan Burgess ships out tomorrow for a few
days aboard the Navy’s U.S.S. Roosevelt
(CVN71). The 900-ton aircraft carrier is deployed in

the Pacific Ocean. Ms. Burgess was selected to be
part of a delegation of teachers that will fly out to the
ship at sea, land on its deck, and participate in a
special program the Navy is conducting to improve
interaction between the Navy, and American public
schools. She promises to take lots of notes, photos,
and video, some of which will appear here upon her
return. Anchors Away!

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Four of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is
important for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best
charter schools in Colorado. For the next four weeks, we
will run, "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. M aureen
Schaffer, M rs. M ichelle Provaznik, M rs. Laurel Van
M aren, and M r. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of detailing the events that took
place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our
history, we will better value the efforts by our Founders to get where we are today. It is
because of their vision and foresight that we have the top elementary and high school in
the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common High School
By: M rs. M ichelle Provaznik and Headmaster Bob Schaffer (Founding Parents)
In May of 2013, Liberty Common High School graduated its first senior class. This was
the culmination of an epic effort started in 2008 when Liberty Board of Directors
Chairman Craig Horton and Board Member M ichelle Provaznik attended a charterschool conference in Denver.
The information the pair gathered at the conference, along with general statewide
excitement about the growing success of charter schools in Colorado, provided impetus
to explore expanding Liberty Common School to a full K-12 school. Also attending the
same conference was LCS founding parent, Laurel Van M aren, who was on Ridgeview
Classical Schools Board of Directors at the time. The three discussed moving forward
with a Liberty high school and began meeting for the purposes of laying out general
plans for the school.
This was not the first time Liberty's parent leaders considered a high-school
expansion. In fact, the idea had been pondered twice before, but failed to garner enough
support from the Board of Directors or administration due to a variety of issues including
financial feasibility.
In 2008, things were different. Liberty Common School's kindergarten-through-ninthgrade program had been awarded numerous state and national commendations for
academic achievement. The school's students consistently earned top academicperformance scores in the Poudre School District, and across Colorado. The school had

achieved national "Blue Ribbon" status, and was regarded as a premier nationwide
example of excellence by the Virginia-based Core Knowledge Foundation.
Liberty's reputation as a nationally known, top-performing school naturally attracted the
attention of new parents throughout the region. Enrollment had swelled to 581 students
in grades K-9. The school was more than completely full. The number of families on the
lottery list waiting to enroll their children at Liberty numbered well over fifteen-hundred.
That year, the Board of the Poudre School District voted to change the grade
configuration for neighborhood junior-high and high schools throughout the
district. Where the district's high schools previously consisted of grades 10-12, PSD’s
high schools would now expand to include ninth graders.
The change in the district's configuration would apply direct competitive pressure on
Liberty's ninth grade. The writing was on the wall: Liberty either needed to expand to
include a high school, or watch its ninth grade wither on the vine.
Horton and Provaznik, with the support of Van Maren, presented their high-school ideas
to their colleagues on the Liberty Board of Directors. Though the initial response was
lukewarm, the Board formed a committee to explore and evaluate the feasibility of
expanding the school through twelfth grade. Horton was selected to chair the Expansion
Committee.
The Committee's first step involved holding a community meeting. In October of 2008, a
notice went out to all parents about the idea of creating a high school. Over 80 people
attended the meeting.
Not only were parents of Liberty students interested in the formation of a high school,
prospective Liberty parents were interested in the addition of more K-8 classrooms (one
additional classroom per grade) in the hopes their children might be called from the
extensive lottery list to fill new slots (30 new students per grade) that would be created.
The goal of the Expansion Committee was to create a comprehensive business plan to
prove the feasibility of the whole-school expansion. Seven subcommittees were formed,
involving over fifty parent volunteers. The subcommittees were chaired by the following
parents:
* Athletics: Dan Knab
* Character Education: M ark Sutherlin and Kendra M osely
* Curriculum: M ichelle Provaznik
* Facilities: Tricia Diehl and Peter Kast
* Finance: Dan Provaznik
* Marketing/Enrollment: M elanie Seilbach
* Scheduling: Angela Horton and Krissy Kopren
The subcommittee efforts centered upon creating a high school from the ground up. At
the time, there was no blueprint or instructions to refer to, so the committees performed
extensive research to develop curriculum, sports programs, campus policies, facilities,
etc. The highest goal was to avoid any compromise of Liberty Common School's core
mission - teaching the kids already in its system.
While much of the expansion effort focused on the high school, the largest part of the
expansion was, in fact, the addition of a third track for the grades K-6, which increased
elementary-school enrollment and staff by 50%. The needed classroom space for the
enrollment jump necessitated moving grades 7-12 to a second campus.

Tim Ricketts, former business manager of
Liberty Common Schools, worked with the
BOD finding complicated financial
solutions that allowed the high school to
become a reality.

Another public meeting was held on January 6, 2009 to gauge community interest. Many
parents were interested in the expansion and signed their students up for the waiting
list. Several members of the Poudre School District (PSD) Board of Directors also
attended the meeting. Their initial reaction seemed supportive. That mattered. If the
expansion was to occur, PSD's approval would be required.
Ultimately, at a meeting of the Liberty Board of Directors, administration, and parents on
February 5, 2009, the Expansion Committee recommended Liberty expand and add a
high school. The Committee's presentation showed that not only was the expansion
feasible, but that Liberty would, in fact, be in financial jeopardy if the ninth grade was lost
at the hands of PSD’s plans for grade reconfiguration.
With very conservative enrollment estimates, the findings showed that expansion of
grades 9-12, simultaneously with the addition of a third track of K-8 was not only
possible, but would allow Liberty to thrive. The Expansion Committee was thrilled to have
founders Dr. Randy Everett and Dr. M aureen Schaffer speak in favor of the
expansion.
On February 19, 2009, Liberty's Board petitioned the Poudre School District to amend
Liberty's Charter and to add a third track of K-6th grade, to also add a tenth grade, and
to phase in an eleventh and twelfth grade in subsequent years.
A resolution adopted by the Liberty Board of Directors said it all: "The purpose of
completing our high-school program is to offer high-school education that is college
preparatory in nature, specifically builds on the Core Knowledge Curriculum, effectively
continues to foster the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills particular to
Liberty's current offering, continues the Liberty approach to character education, is small
in size, extends the economics, history, science and mathematics foundation that Liberty
has established, and makes use of learning opportunities inherent in the thinking
framework currently employed at Liberty."
Many exchanges and meetings between the district and Liberty ensued. Craig Horton,
Michelle Provaznik, and John Rohrbaugh were asked to present the case for the
Liberty expansion at a PSD Board meeting. Ultimately, the PSD Board agreed to pursue
negotiations with a vote of 6-1. Final negotiations proceeded.
In August of 2009, Liberty received a letter from PSD's Board president Larry Neal
indicating the district was pleased to move forward on an addendum to the Charter
allowing the expansion and the new high school to go forward.
Even though the district had formally approved the expansion, implementing it was hardly
a foregone conclusion. An acute economic recession had stricken the nation and hit
Colorado's School Finance Act pretty hard. All public schools in the state were notified
there would be a punishing rescission of previously allocated state funds - funds upon
which Liberty was counting. Furthermore, it was announced the state would reduce
spending for the next year on the order of 6% or more.

Tim Ricketts, Liberty's former business manager was asked to run multiple versions of
financial scenarios anticipating every conceivable budget situation. The Board had to
make a serious decision involving a long-term financial commitment amid the funding
rescission, the budget reduction, and a precarious economy.
TO BE CONTINUED...

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Canned-Food Drive Success. "Nicely done" to the Order of Delphi and Domus
Temperantiae for winning their respective competitions, and to all students, faculty, and
staff for making a significant dent in fighting hunger in this year’s canned-food
drive. There were 13,608 food items donated to the Salvation Army’s food bank. The
efforts to bring cans from home, collect them from neighborhoods, and stand in front of
grocery stores throughout the town were exceptionally valiant. Bravo to all involved, and
especially the leaders of The Order of Valhalla, Alexandra Gilkey, Patrick Wrona,
Anagha M athur, Aiden Woodard, M r. Torgeson, and M r. Ketcham, for organizing
the event this year.

Family Fall Harvest. Shortly after
the canned-food drive wrapped up,
around 200 people converged at
LCHS for the fifth-annual Family
Fall Harvest. Major kudos to Domus
Prudentiae and the Order of
Camelot (as well as Assistant Order
Director, M s. Leslie Fowler) for
planning and running the event,
and to our parent volunteers Peggi
M ullen, the Schissler family, the
Notarfrancesco family, the
Elmore family, M rs. Clemmer, M rs. Benz, M r. Gamlin, and M rs. Johansen who
made the evening run smoothly and clean-up go quickly. It was cold outside, but the joy
and fellowship inside was warm and cozy. We are thankful for you.

M eet M e in St. Louis. Liberty Common High School's
Theatre program invites you to its production of Meet Me
in St. Louis. Prepare for a heart-warming evening filled
with song, dance, and good company. Meet Me in St.
Louis is a "wholesome and delightful portrait of a turn-ofthe-century American family." There are three shows to
choose from, Dec 6th 7PM, Dec 7th Matinee 2PM, and
Dec 7th 7PM. Shows will be held at LCS Auditorium.
1725 Sharp Point Drive. CLICK HERE to purchase
tickets.

Casino Night, Tomorrow. Sophomore students (Class of
2022), please join us tomorrow Saturday, November 23rd
from 7:00-9:00PM for a 10th-grade-only Casino
Night. Snacks and ice cream will be served, and the cost will

be $5. Free-Dress-Day rules apply.

Loveland Laser Tag Fundraiser. LCHS robotics teams
are hosting a fundraiser night at Loveland Laser Tag on
Monday, November 25th from 6PM-10PM. Cost is $25 for
an all-events pass which includes unlimited laser tag and
a card for the arcade, 401 N Denver Ave, Loveland, CO.
Join us for a fun night at Loveland Laser Tag!

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

Naval Academy Information Night. Nov 26 at 6:00PM in the Great Hall. Click here for
more details.

Extra Physics Help. Dr. Polhemus, a former Liberty teacher who still actively supports
our science program, is offering extra physics help on Thursdays during 9th hour in
Laboratorio di Galileo. Any physics students are welcome to stop by.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

Upcoming College Visits.
Ft. Lewis College Durango, CO. CLICK HERE for more information. November 21,
10:15AM.
Offers engineering, environmental science, physiology, accounting, education,
linguistics, and more.
very cost affordable in state option with strong merit scholarships.
Front Range Community College, Ft. Collins CO, November 25, 11:50AM.
Nursing, welding, computer-information systems, Pre-veterinary science and
more.
offers all first-year prerequisite college courses for substantial lower cost.
all courses can be transferred to in-state colleges.

If you have questions about college planning,
scholarships, best-fit colleges and affordable
choices, please schedule a meeting with M rs.
Campbell. All grade levels are encouraged to start
the discussion and planning sooner than later.
We will review and discuss the following:
Course choices and planning that meets
admissions requirements.
Test Prep- ACT and SAT testing pathway
options.
Colleges that offer best merit money.
Resources and assessments for best-fit majors.
Best-fit colleges that meet your potential major and programs you are seeking.
Create a list of colleges that meet realistic admission and scholarship probability.
Gap year, military academies and NCAA options.
To schedule a meeting please click here.

AST Tip Of The Week
Study Timeline (Part 1). One month before an exam you should be completing all of
your homework on time and reviewing your notes from class. This is also a great time to
go see your teacher during 9th hour and start asking questions about homework
problems or in- class examples you didn’t understand.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Letter Jackets Deadline. The deadline to order to receive a letter jacket before
Christmas is today November 22nd. Stop by the Front Office at Liberty Common High
School to pick up an order form or to see a sample. We highly recommend your student
try on the samples prior to ordering since it is such a large investment and they are
custom made. Returns or exchanges are not available. If you want it to be a surprise
then we recommend doing a gift certificate which we would be happy to send you.

Football Standout Honored. Congratulations to
LCHS junior Caden Dollar. Caden plays football
for Fossil Ridge High School. At last Sunday's
banquet, Caden received six awards, two of which
are pictured. We are very proud of you. Keep up
the good work.

Rugby Stars. Congratulations to Emma Speshock and
Emily Jauch. They compete on the Ft. Collins female
rugby team, The Hammers. They took 3rd place in state
this fall. Well done, ladies.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Thanksgiving week - no games.
Tue, 12/3, 4PM;5PM, Away, at Estes Park (4-pack).
Sat, 12/7, TBD, Away, at Valley (B-Tournament).
8th Basketball
Thanksgiving week - no games.
Tue, 12/3, 4PM;5PM, Away, at Estes Park (4-pack).
Sat, 12/7, TBD, Away, at Valley (B-Tournament).
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS M en's Basketball
Thanksgiving break.
HS Women's Basketball
Thanksgiving break.
HS Women's Swimming
Thanksgiving break.
First LCHS swim meet, 12/3, 5PM, at Eaton.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.

Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor

Invest in the Future of Liberty. Please watch your mailboxes over the next weeks for
an important letter from our Board of Directors regarding our end-of-the-year-fundraising
appeal.
Liberty Common School relies on financial contributions from our community of parents,
grandparents, friends, and faculty—all of us, together. This year, we all have the
opportunity to make an investment that will impact our school for the next 25 years.
Indeed, the investment in educating thousands of students for the next generation is an
extremely worthy cause.
We are incredibly grateful for so many who make our extraordinary school one of their
highest priorities for charitable contributions. Liberty Common School is a qualified
charity, and all of your donations are fully tax deductible.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Why Do Liberty Students Do So M uch Reading?
By: Dr. M aureen Schaffer, Founder
Most American schools dedicate several hours each week
to “literacy.” A majority of time is spent teaching children the
fundamentals of reading strategies, such as making

inferences, predicting, classifying, and “looking for the main
idea.” The purpose of these exercises is to bolster test
scores, independent of real knowledge. In contrast,
Liberty… (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 89. Hair. Girls, your hair is your
crowning glory. You should dress your hair
to suit your type, and to make the most of
your features. No one style can possibly be
becoming for everyone. Keep your hair
clean and in place. Having arranged your
hair, leave it alone. Never comb your hair in
public."

Alumni Update From Maria (Lanciotti) Jarecki LCHS
’14, Benedictine College ‘18.

Should you find yourself a patient at UCHealth at Poudre Valley Hospital, keep your
fingers crossed that Registered Nurse M aria (Lanciotti) Jarecki is on duty. The 2014
LCHS alumna is a float nurse on the cardiac, oncology, surgical, neurological,
orthopedic, and rehab units. She moved back home to Fort Collins following her 2018
graduation from Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas.
Maria was a standout LCHS volleyballer before moving up to compete at the collegiate
level for the Benedictine Ravens. Now back in Northern Colorado, she has returned to
her alma mater’s home court; this time as a coach for the LCHS women’s volleyball
program. Her players love her. Moreover, they’re upping their game thanks to the skills,
talents, and love for the sport Maria is passing along to her players.

The next big challenge for the team is to start addressing her as “Coach Jarecki” instead
of “Coach Lanciotti.” Earlier this month (Sat 9 Nov), Coach Jarecki married baseball
player M atthew Jarecki who she met at Benedictine. The pair tied the knot at Our Lady
of the Valley Catholic Church in Windsor, CO. Maria’s dad, Rob Lanciotti, a former
Liberty Board Member, is an ordained Catholic Deacon who helped officiate the
ceremony. Maria’s mom, Ruth Lanciotti, is a former Liberty TA. Her sister Elizabeth
Timpe also attended Liberty, went to Benedictine, and later taught high-school chemistry
at LCHS.
Other familiar faces in the wedding party included LCHS grads Evelyn Wagner, and
Jessica (Schwindt) Dreiling. LCHS freshman Vincent Krapes, and Maria's older
brother Chris Lanciotti participated in the ceremony. Both Chris, and younger brother
Danny also attended Liberty Common School. Go Eagles! Go Ravens!

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

News Worth Repeating
Next Liberty Lecture –
Claude M onet. Seeing
images of his paintings is
interesting. Seeing them in
person is spellbinding.
Learning to deeply appreciate
the artistic genius behind
Claude M onet’s
masterpieces through a lesson
given by top art instructors is
life-changing. That’s what’s on
the pallet for the next Liberty
Lecture – Wednesday,
December 11th , 6:30 – 8:00PM in the LCHS Great Hall. Don’t miss an enchanted evening
with Liberty art instructors M rs. M egan Salazar, and M r. Rex Seiple – and their
celebrated subject Claude Monet. Monet is a popular topic in the West right now thanks
to an extraordinary exhibit of his paintings at the Denver Art M useum running
through January in Denver. Salazar and Seiple recently led a group of LCHS art students
on a fieldtrip to see the exhibit. Every one of them was moved at their intellectual
core. Experience the same by putting this spectacular lecture on your calendar.

College-Planning Events. Please see events list of
upcoming college planning events for all grade levels.
Next event: Getting Started: College-Planning Information
Session December 2 6:30-7:30 pm LCHS Great Hall-We
will review the steps of how to prepare for college. The
importance of college tours* How to search for scholarships and affordable colleges*
Best resources for researching colleges* ACT and SAT testing. Focus will be for current
juniors, but all grade-level students, and parents are welcome to attend.

Next Steps for Seniors –Class of 2020.
As most of you have submitted your college applications, there are some next steps to
follow up on before you commit to your choice college by May 1.
Continue to follow up with your colleges to make sure all documents are received:

transcripts test scores, letters of recommendation. Colleges cannot make an
admissions decision until all documents are received
Search for additional scholarships. Look at each colleges website and seek out
other available scholarships
Financial Award letters from your colleges will be sent to you anytime between
Dec-March. This letter will give you a total estimated cost minus awarded
scholarships and financial aid. Take the time to evaluate the cost of each college
before committing.
Plan for a campus visit in the spring to a college you are considering.

Summer Camps at CU Denver. Apply today, camps will
fill up quickly. There are many great summer exploration
programs for students to learn and discover about
potential majors and careers. Coming soon will be an
extensive list sent out to all parents. Here is a sneak peek
to a couple great programs. CLICK HERE for more
information on how to apply.

2020 Poetry Competition. The society of classical poets
is holding a competition for high-school students. You
may enter one to three poems on any topic. All together,
the poems should total 108 lines or less. Grand prize is
$1,000 and deadline is Dec 31st, 2019. CLICK HERE for
more information and how to get started.

8th-Grade Parent Roundtable Discussions. Please join us either on Dec 3 at 6:30PM
or on Dec 5 at 8:00 AM to have a discussion with high-school administrators on the
transition from 8th to 9th grade. There will be a brief presentation, followed by
refreshments and an opportunity for Q&A about anything related to becoming a highschool student at LCHS.

6th-Grade Parent M eeting. Please join us on December 5 at 6:30PM in the LCHS
Great Hall for an information session on the transition from 6th to 7th grade. Students
may attend, but this night is primarily for parents. Our hope is to ensure all 6th-grade
parents are well-informed regarding the opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of
the junior high. We want to answer your questions and ensure you have all the
information you need to help your children to begin their transition to junior high at
LCHS.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are
interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Upcoming Trips
M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

WWII Europe Trip. LCHS men’s soccer coach, M r.
Cyrus Salehi will be leading a WWII trip in June 2020 to
London, Normandy, Paris, and Berlin. If any LCHS
students are interested in attending with a group from
Resurrection Christian School, please email Coach
Salehi.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three
years, Liberty Common Headmaster, and former
Member of the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully
utilizes his Former-Member privileges to get students,
and parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S.
Capitol normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up
visits with high-power political figures. The next
Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break
2021. No registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your
2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous
excursion (2018).

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec 19th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 or email
lchsattendance@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED







Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List



