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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Sir William Blackstone week at LCHS.
Sir William Blackstone was an English jurist, whose opus,
Commentaries on the Laws of England, is the best-known
description of the doctrines of English law. A modern study
revealed that Commentaries was cited nearly 10,000 times by
American courts between 1789 and 1915, and became the basis
of university legal education in England and North
America. Among other declarations, Blackstone wrote in
Commentaries that there are three primary personal rights:
personal security, personal liberty, and right of private property.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

The Price of Pandemics And Bureaucracy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The pandemic has undercut the state’s economy which undercuts state and local tax
collections which undercuts school funding. The primary sources of revenue we (and all
public schools) receive are state income taxes, state sales taxes, and local property
taxes. As a qualified public charity, we rely on donations, too.
Running a great school is hard, and it’s about to get harder. I believe parents should be
aware of a few things looming on the Liberty Common School horizon.
In mid-March, the state projected a 2.5% increase in school funding for the next school
year. This week, that prediction plunged to a range of -5% to -10%. The vast majority of
Liberty’s expenditures is on classroom instructors and support staff.

This comes at a time when regulatory expenses are surging. New, costly employment
laws are kicking in. Assessments to the state-run retirement fund, which we’re mandated
to participate in, are skyrocketing. City utilities, and insurance premiums are soaring.
Financial reporting, school-accounting standards, student-data reporting requirements,
building codes, even bus-inspection compliance get more complex and invasive on a
perpetual basis.
To better deal with it all, we’re restructuring our school’s business-management
operations. Hiring a Chief Operating Officer is part of the strategy to keep as much
regulatory interference out of classrooms as possible. Please read more about him
elsewhere in today’s newsletter.
Our school’s habit in the face of challenge is to improvise, adapt, overcome, and
love. Today, I add “transparency” to the list, so we can all brace ourselves for tough times
ahead, and be prepared to assist, pitch in, pray, and prevail.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices

Mrs.Tricia Diehl

Mr. Todd Arndorfer

Open Board Seats Determined. We are proud to announce Liberty parents Mrs. Tricia
Diehl and Mr. Todd Arndorfer will serve on the school’s Board of Directors for new terms
begin in July. Congratulations to both of them! A third candidate, Mr. Rick Wrona,
withdrew his candidacy upon his being hired by the school as Chief Operating Officer. To
learn more about the Board, please CLICK HERE.
Thank you to everyone who voted. Everyone in our school community is encouraged to
extend gestures of gratitude to these candidates when you see them next around the
school. These parents/candidates stepped up in heroic ways to offer their time,
considerable talents, and big hearts to assist in the oversight and guidance of our
excellent school. Indeed, their dedication to their own families, to their children’s
education, and, by extension, to all children who attend Liberty Common School, are bold
acts of authentic valor – the kind upon which our Republic depends.

Final Call For Teacher-Appreciation Week
Donations. Teacher-Appreciation-Week gifts
are being acquired and assembled early next
week. Gifts will be distributed to the faculty next
Friday, May 8th. If you haven’t already, please
donate now to make this year’s teacher gifts
pandemically extraordinary. Our amazing
faculty have proven their mettle in improvising,
adapting, overcoming, and showing their
students unyielding love. LCHS Volunteer
Coordinator and parent Mrs. Peggi
Mullen asks parents to “GO BIG” this year
when considering donations for teacher appreciation. CLICK HERE to donate and to read
a brief message from Peggi.

Pandemic Guidance. Wash hands, wear masks, maintain physical distance, cover
sneezes, stay home if you’re sick, etc. The latest guidance on interacting with the school is
found at the Liberty Common School COVID-19 webpage – CLICK HERE. You’ll also find
information there about the school’s operational status, school-employee guidance, yearend procedures for dropping off and picking up school supplies, graduation, and even a
summer-break farewell parade at both school locations. Please check this page regularly.

New COO Hired. Please help welcome to
the school’s administration Liberty parent Mr.
Rick Wrona as fulltime Chief Operating
Officer. As public-school regulatory laws,
labor laws, student-data-privacy laws,
transportation standards, building codes,
security needs, legal complexity, and
government financial standards expand in
intensity (and with no end in sight), we’re
restructuring our business-services and
operations shop. Mr. Wrona will oversee nonacademic functions of the school with the
main goal of minimizing bureaucracy in the classrooms, and freeing instructors to focus on
world-class instruction. Rick is father to four Liberty students, and was recently the
school’s junior-high boys soccer coach. He brings to the administration over twenty-five
years of professional experience focused on leadership, strategy development,
organizational improvement, and operations planning. Most of Rick’s career has been in
service to the Republic as an officer in the U.S. Army. He’s a U.S. Naval Academy
graduate, earned a Master’s degree from Johns Hopkins University, obtained diplomas
and certifications in various military specialties, including a three-year teaching post at the
US Military Academy at West Point. For the past five years, Rick has adapted skills
acquired in the Profession-of-Arms to the civilian sector at Hewlett Packard Enterprise,
and running his own consulting company. Though he’s getting acclimated by attending a
bunch of staff meetings this week, his official first day on the job is today. Hooah!

Generosity Breeds Gratitude. It’s not often we are able to see direct results from our
canned-food drive, but this year is different. On 28 April 2020, The Salvation Army Fort
Collins had a Drive-thru Food Day, distributing food to local families in need. According to
Dorothy Dulin, Office Manager of the Fort Collins Corps of the Salvation Army, “We were
able to assist 60 families today with so much of the food that your school donated to us in
November 2019.” Special thanks to the school leaders who organized the drive and to
everyone who donated before we knew there would be such a tremendous need.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Year-End Ceremonies, Locker Clean-Out,
Book/Chromebook Return. Please CLICK HERE to see
the schedule and other important information regarding
picking up year-end student items from the school, and
dropping off books, Chromebooks, and other schoolrelated materials, and various year-end celebrations and
events. Principal Lovely and the LCHS admin have
devised a plan for families to safely drop-off, and pick-up
materials as we make an early transition to the school’s
summer break. Please carefully read Mr. Lovely’s letter for

important details and logistics.

Summer Send-off Car Parade. Honk
and wave goodbye to LCHS’s
professional instructors and staff for the
early summer break. CLICK HERE to
read the full invitation, relevant details,
and to view the “teacher-parade route.”

School Legend Retiring. It is with heartfelt appreciation
that we announce the retirement of Mr. Don Rappenecker,
LCHS Maintenance Coordinator. Mr. Rappenecker has been
a central figure throughout the years as we launched the
high school and expanded the original facility, purchased in
2010, to our beautiful building in operation now. Day in and
day out Mr. Rappenecker has been faithful and diligent in
ensuring the building and grounds are in tip-top shape and
he is beloved by students, staff, faculty, and the
administration. We will certainly miss him, but wish him well
in his retirement years. A job posting to find his replacement
is now on our website and can be found by CLICKING
HERE.

Surprise For Seniors. Members of the LCHS Class of 2020 woke up on Thursday to a
fun surprise in their yards. Personalized yard signs were posted late on Wednesday in an
effort to both surprise and encourage our seniors. Many thanks to the coaches, parents,
and staff members who helped stealthily distribute the signs, and to parent extraordinaire
Kathy Lovely for coordinating the project. We are also grateful to Center Stage Plaques
(owned and operated by Liberty parents Mark & Kerry Crough) for designing and printing
the beautiful double-sided and personalized signs at a deeply discounted rate. The mighty
Class of 2020 is impressive, and worthy of heroic celebratory efforts. PER ASPERA AD
ASTRA.

Click on the above video image.

Student Produces 3D Pet. Can you really make a hedgehog on a 3D printer? The photo
atop today’s Liberty Common Sense suggests it might be so. Alex Diehl has been
participating in a school project making parts for protective medical face shields, “ear
savers,” etc. The project was featured this week in a local newspaper CLICK HERE. Alex
is indeed operating 3D printers; and he produced a pet hedgehog named “Bruce
Quillis.” While both statements are true, however, it’s unclear whether one feat has
anything to do with the other. This we do know: The prickly erinaceid makes Alex smile,
lands his mug in today’s newsletter, and lives are saved. What times!

2019-2020 Important Dates
May 7 | LCHS Academic Awards-Night | 5:30PM | CLICK HERE.
May 12 | Scholarship Breakfast | 7:00 AM | LCHS | Details below.
May 13-15 | Revised S2 Finals Schedule | CLICK HERE.
May 15 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
May 15 | Extracurricular Awards & House Induction | 1:20PM |CLICK HERE.
May 15 | Last Day of School.
May 18-21 | Supplies drop-off and pick-up | CLICK HERE.
May 22 | Summer Send-off Car Parade | 10:30AM | CLICK HERE.
May 22 | Graduation | 5:00PM | LCS Everett Field.
May 28 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

AP Conflicts. Some students will have AP exams that conflict with LCHS exams during
finals week. Those conflicts can be handled in one of two ways. First, each AP exam has
an alternate time in June. In most years, students have to gain approval from
CollegeBoard to go to an alternate testing date, but this year they can make that decision
themselves if they have a conflict. No action is needed beyond logging in on the alternate
date. Those dates can be found here. The other option is rescheduling the LCHS final. If
you would like to try this option, please communicate with your teacher to discuss
alternative times. The list of affected students is going out to teachers in our staff memo
today so they can expect those conversations.

Cap & Gown Distribution. Caps, gowns, tassels, and stoles may be picked up at the
school from Wednesday, May 6 through Friday, May 8, from 8AM to 3PM each day. Your
package of items will be clearly labeled with your name. Please sign the check-out sheet
when you pick up your package. If your gown is the wrong size or you believe that you are
missing items from your order, please contact Linsday Bellus at Jostens at 970-2237119.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Updates About College

Looking for learning and engagement this summer?
Listed below are some great online opportunities to help
you learn more about potential majors and careers that
may be of interest. Want to learn more about cyber
security, illustration, game design, journalism,
biotechnology? There are so many incredible
opportunities to learn and engage in areas of your
interest.
Click here for a full list of online opportunities for high-school students.

Registration is now open for the following programs at Illinois Tech:
Game Design: Interactive Storytelling.
Game Development and Programming.
Computational Science Course.
Cyber Security - Offensive Hacking.
Cyber Security - Defensive Hacking.
Introduction to Hardware, Software, Networking, and Virtualization .

Mathematics Camp I (Proof, Number Theory, Counting & Probability) .
Mathematics Camp II (Graphs & Trees, Group Theory).
For registration information: Illinois Tech Pre-College Summer Workshops
CU Denver is hosting a Music Industry Summer Camp.
Courses include: Photography, comic book illustration, songwriting, film making,
animation, audio production.

Alumni Update From Anna Garcia Provaznik (LCHS
’14/Johns Hopkins ’18) Associate Scientist,
ImmunoBiology Group at KSQ Therapeutics in
Cambridge, MA. (previously ran 1/18/19).

Although it has been five years since I graduated from Liberty, I’m increasingly thankful for
the incredible foundation in STEM that I walked away with. A little time and distance has
allowed me to more fully appreciate that my scientific curiosity was sparked in Liberty’s
classrooms and labs. I was able to build a hydrogen-fuel-cell-powered car and write about
how the same technology could someday power pacemakers and insulin pumps, learn
stoichiometry and balance infuriating redox reactions, and I even got to touch a human
brain. All of these experiences helped to establish the path that my life has taken so far.
I graduated in May 2018 from Johns Hopkins University with a bachelor’s degree in
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering (ChemBE). I know that’s a mouthful, but what I
really graduated with was an understanding of traditional chemical engineering and insight
into the emerging field of of bioengineering. On top of my coursework, I made it a priority
to get involved in the amazing research that is conducted at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. I
was incredibly lucky to have had the opportunity to work in a pediatric-oncology lab with
amazing mentors and colleagues who ignited my passion for immuno-oncology and gave
me the skillset that I needed to get into the biotechnology industry. I am currently working
in Cambridge, Massachusetts as an Associate Scientist in the ImmunoBiology Group at a
biotech startup, KSQ Therapeutics. Every day, I have the privilege of working with an
incredibly smart, driven, and creative group of people committed to improving patients’
lives through novel cancer therapies.
My advice to current students is to never take their opportunities for granted. You may not
realize it now, but those annoying projects (that you are secretly more interested in than
you let on) could be the launchpad to finding your passion, so don’t let your potential go
untapped.

Best,
Anna Garcia Provaznik (‘14)

AST Tip
“Mark as Done” and “Turn In." If your Google
Classroom “To-Do List” from last week is a little long and
difficult to manage, be sure you have selected either “Turn
In” or “Mark as Done” on all completed assignments. If the
teacher wants you to upload or create a new document, be
sure to select “Turn In” when you are finished. If the
assignment is a reminder or announcement, you might
want to us “Mark as Done” to remove old items from your
“To Do List.”

Art Corner
This week for art corner we have some highlights from this semester's ceramics classes. A
demitasse cup by Lauren Gamlin for your morning espresso; a mug with a beautifully
sculpted elephant (unglazed due to quarantine) by Emily Jauch; a coil-built bowl
decorated with a variety of finely sculpted mushrooms by Bella Knudsen; and a
Beetlejuice-themed vase by Megan Dille.

Every Family A Donor
Discounts And Offers For Liberty Common
Families. Many Liberty family-owned
businesses are offering discounts for Liberty
Common families. Take a look at
our Business Directory and support a
business connected to a Liberty family today.
Some businesses have also chosen to donate
a portion of their proceeds to Liberty Common
School. Business owners: Make sure your
company is represented by completing this
simple online form.

Sunset Soiree 2021. Our Sunset Soiree has
been rescheduled for March 5, 2021. The Sunset
Soiree is an important component of our
fundraising efforts every year—the donations we
receive play a key part in helping to keep our
academic performance high. If you would like to
read about how to donate your ticket purchase or
if you’d like a refund, please read the recent
message sent to all attendees.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Homework About Homework
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
It’s a unanimous response. Ask any Liberty student whether
they have too much homework and the answer is “yes.”
Put the same question to LCHS graduates, and you’ll get a
deeper, more reflective reply. Following are a couple
examples.
From Johns Hopkins University, Anna Garcia (LCHS ’14)
wrote, “For me, the main difference between homework in
high school and homework in college is that rather than having small problem sets due
daily (in high school), there are 30-40 question problem sets due weekly (in classes such

as math and science). It really is a kind of forced ...(Click Here) to continue reading.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 109. The Beverage. The teapot
and teacups are placed on a tray at one end
of the table. Cream, sugar, and slices of
lemon are placed close to the tray. At the
other end of the table is placed another
beverage, if it is to be served; that is,
chocolate, coffee, hot spiced grape-juice,
iced tea, punch, or frappe.”

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Summer Athletic Camps and Off-Season Training. Contact your coach by email to get
your off-season training dates and camps this summer.
Rising 9th-Grade Athletes. Contact your new coach by email to get your Zoom meeting
set up (click on their name below).
Jr.-High Coaches:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (8th); Contact Coach Matthews (7th).
Girls Basketball - Contact TBD (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer (boys & girls)- Contact Coach Greenlaw.
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact TBD (7th) Coach Krueger (8th).
High-School Coaches:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Men's Basketball - Coach Faw.
Women's Basketball - Coach Johnson.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

LCHS Opportunity Society
Summer Stem Opportunities. STEM-X is holding summer programs for grades 1-9, June
1-19th. Please CLICK HERE to register or for more information.

News Worth Repeating

Awards Night. Our annual Academic Awards Ceremony will continue this year via online
platform. Students and families are invited to this special event. Teachers will give out
academic awards for classes, honor roll will be celebrated, and a number of special
school-wide awards will be announced. You won't want to miss celebrating these
impressive scholars who have achieved so much. The event will be held on Thursday,
May 7 at 5:30PM. Click this link to join.

Scholarship Breakfast. Seniors and families, you are
invited to a drive-through scholarship breakfast and
celebration on Tuesday, May 12 at 7AM, at LCHS.
Students and families will drive through our student parking
lot pickup lane for a celebration, decorations, and safely
packaged and delicious cinnamon rolls from a local
business for each senior.

Summer School Continues. Please know that summer school classes and enrichment
opportunities will continue as advertised. Those classes will be in-person wherever
possible. If necessary, we will continue to use teleconferences as an online
platform. These can be a great way to free space in your school year for an additional
study hall or elective by taking a required class in the summer. It is also a great way to
sharpen skills in Latin, English, Math, Spanish, and other subjects in order to boost
success in the next academic year. Please use this site for additional detail and the link to
register.

US Service Academies and ROTC Night. Representatives of military institutions and
programs have created a virtual event for those interested in information on how to apply
to a service academy or to an ROTC program on a college campus. The information night
will be held on May 11 at 5 PM. If you have any interest in participating, please click here
for a flyer with an active link for registration.

Teacher-Aide Positions Open. Teacher-Aide (TAs)
positions at LCS are open for next year and we need great
candidates to apply. TAs play a critical role in
accomplishing the school’s mission by providing daily
support to our teachers, and students. Those qualified and
interested should apply immediately. The job description
and application process can be found on the school’s
website, CLICK HERE. Know a perfect candidate? Please
pass this posting along.

AST Paraprofessional Position Open. Liberty Common High School is looking for a
exemplary candidate to join its Academic Support Team for the upcoming school year.
CLICK HERE to view the job posting.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent teaching assistant or AST
paraprofessional.

AP Exam Update. Students should be getting information directly about logging into their
remote exams through the email address on file with CollegeBoard, so please make sure
your email addresses are up-to-date in your CollegeBoard account. Given the uncertainty
involved in the exam season this year, CollegeBoard has announced students will be able
to cancel their ordered exams up to the day of the exam simply by not attending the exam

administration. On the school's part, we will get a list of those who have not taken the
exam after those dates and then process a refund.

Invest In The Future During COVID-19. Last fall, we
launched a fundraising campaign called “Invest in the
Future” wherein our goal is to raise $300,000 towards
paying down a significant portion of the school’s debt. To
date, we have raised over $225,000. With the current
economic downturn and the resultant drop in state
revenues, we will likely be faced with reduced state
funding very soon. People have been asking what is our
most practical need right now. Answer: Pay down this
debt. The compounded-interest savings are a huge
benefit to the school. Doing so frees up funds that can be
used to pay our expert teachers and ensure our
continued educational success. If you’re in a position to
consider donating in a way that has maximum, long-term
pay off for our school, please consider giving to the
Invest in the Future of Liberty Common School.

Buy Yearbook, Mark Coronavirus History. Students: Someday, your kids and/or
grandkids are going to ask, “Were you alive during the coronavirus pandemic of
2020?” You’ll be able to reach to your bookshelf, pull down your 2020 Liberty Common
High School Yearbook, and show them what things were like that year. We have a limited
number of yearbooks still available which are being sold on a first-come-first-served
basis. Because school schedules continue to change, please
visit www.jostensyearbooks.com to place your order online. Thank you - Your Yearbook
Staff.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Upcoming Trips
LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three years,
Liberty Common Headmaster, and former Member of
the U.S. Congress, Mr. Schaffer fully utilizes his
Former-Member privileges to get students, and
parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S. Capitol
normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up visits with
high-power political figures. The next Liberty-to-DC
fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break 2021. No

registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your 2021 calendar
now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous excursion
(2018).

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- May 26th | 6:00PM | via Teleconference.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 |
Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 8AM-3PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
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