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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

Next week is Leonardo da Vinci week at LCHS.
Next week is Leonardo da Vinci Week at
LCHS. Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci (1452 – 1519)
was a Italian scientist, mathematician, engineer,
inventor, anatomist, painter, sculptor, architect, botanist,
musician and writer. Leonardo has often been described
as the archetype of the "Renaissance man," a man
whose seemingly infinite curiosity was equaled only by
his powers of invention. He is widely considered to be
one of the greatest painters of all time and perhaps the
most diversely talented person ever to have lived.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Revolution Is Coming
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty Common School’s Fifth-Annual Festival of Ideas takes place next week, Saturday,
Feb 29 th at the high school from 9:00AM – 2:00PM. It’s free. You need to register, which
couldn’t be easier; just CLICK HERE.
It’s an event for parents of both LCS campuses –
grandparents, alumni, supporters, mature students,
too. It’s worth everyone’s time. We also invite prospective
parents, friends, neighbors, families from other schools –
anyone who enjoys broadening their mind, and considering
the revolutionary consequences of big ideas.
Education causes freedom. Lifelong learning leads to
lifelong freedom.
The Festival of Ideas is one of our school’s most
revolutionary gatherings. It reinforces learning habits that
intelligent people practice – reading great books,
sustaining mental acuity, acquiring new knowledge, taking
in great lectures, and subjecting ideas to fair scrutiny. It upends the narrow convention of
normal public schooling.
This is what smart leisure looks like. It’s so enriching, rewarding, sublime; and, comes with
good food, and beverages. Please plan to attend. I’ve never known anyone who regretted
spending part of a Saturday at Liberty’s Festival of Ideas.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices
Presidential Visit. Four Liberty
administrators traveled last week to Hillsdale,
Michigan for an annual job fair conducted by
Hillsdale College. Participation is by invitation,
and rather exclusive. Though we've had
several Hillsdale alumni teaching at Liberty
Common School over the years, this is
Liberty's first year attending the recruitment
event. The leadership at Hillsdale was thrilled
to have Liberty administrators on site. In fact,
our team received an unexpected invitation to
meet with Hillsdale’s president Dr. Larry
Arnn in his home. Nearby is a photo of LCHS
Assistant Principal Kathleen Kearney, LCS Principal Casey Churchill, Dr. Arnn, LCS
Assistant Principal Sandy Stoltzfus, and LCHS Principal Torgun Lovely taken at that
gathering. Hillsdale College is a classically oriented university; and its core curriculum
aligns nicely with Liberty’s. It’s among a handful of post-secondary classical institutions
with which Liberty Common has formed tighter alliances in response to the anti-intellectual
standards imposed on all public schools both in Colorado, and throughout the nation. Go
Chargers!

2020 Parent Survey. Liberty Common School is always
looking to improve, and we need every parent's help. This
year, our Board of Directors has modified its parent
survey; and we’re sending out two surveys. The general
survey was included in last week's Common Sense. If you
have not completed, Click Here to take the general
survey. Please complete by February 28th.
This week, we asking parents to complete a studentspecific survey to all families spanning all grades k12. Student-specific surveys should be filled out for each child. Please complete by March
13 th.
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.
These surveys are very important for the Board of Directors and administration to get
parental input on areas where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to
give feedback.
Sincerely, Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

Sunset Soirée Tickets on sale
now. Our spring fundraising event
will be a wonderful opportunity to
socialize with parents, teachers,
and friends of Liberty Common
School. Please mark your
calendars for Friday, March 27 at
7:00PM. We will be gathering at
the lovely Windsong Estate
Event Center for terrific music,
food, and fun. Tickets
available HERE.

Festival Of Ideas. Tickets are still available for the
Festival of Ideas Saturday, February 29th. Deadline
for registration is February 26th. Students check with
your teachers for extra credit opportunities. Come
join us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE for Festival of Ideas registration and
event information.

Festival of Ideas Fundraiser Needs Your Help. For
Festival of Ideas, we are flying in an expert keynote

speaker: Dr. Brian Williams of Templeton Honors
College. (Click here to read a bio on Dr. Williams)
Williams will be delivering his talk titled "The Workshop of
Humanity: Reading Towards Virtue." This talk was a
centerpiece of the Classical Regional Symposium in
October, which a number of Liberty teachers attended,
including Lander Hultin. Hultin states that the talk is
"illuminating" and "it offers a new perspective on what
reading can be." In order to provide our Liberty community
with this same enlightening experience of hearing the
words of Williams, we need your financial contribution. We
want to keep Festival of Ideas as a free event, but need
assistance to take it to the next level. In addition to bringing in our keynote, we are also
providing guests with a complimentary breakfast and lunch. Please, help fuel the bodies
and minds of all that attend. Anyone who contributes a minimum of $100 will be invited to
an after-party with our presenters, including Dr. Williams. Click here to donate now.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Construction Space Needed. LCHS's spring play needs construction space. If you have
a large garage, shed, or barn big enough to hold construction equipment, building
materials, and set construction, let us know. Students would need access after school and
on some weekends. For more information, contact Nicole Dille or Elizabeth Skalicky.

WSJ Lecture. Yesterday, students in Ms. Scarlett’s
debate class got a rare, world-class visit from Wall Street
Journal columnist/editorial writer Jillian Kay Melchior –
MORE HERE. Melchior and Scarlett met as students at
Hillsdale College, in Hillsdale, Michigan, and have
maintained friendship since. This is Melchior’s second stop
at LCHS. She delivered keynote remarks at a Patriotism
Lyceum in 2014. CLICK HERE to see video of that
presentation. Melchior writes columns for the Wall Street
Journal under her own name, and she regularly writes house editorials which appear on
behalf of the publication’s editorial board, and which, for decades, have been regarded as
the best in all of professional journalism.

National Award. Pictured atop today’s Common Sense newsletter are a few students
celebrating a major award the school received. Liberty Common School, this week,
received the “School Choice Leadership Award 2020” from the organizers of National
School Choice Week. Our school is well known throughout the country for promoting
marketplace approaches to public education, and high-quality professional
instruction. Upon announcing LCS’s receipt of the nation-wide prize, the group’s president
Andrew Campanella said that it, “reflects my appreciation for all that your school does,
throughout the year, to educate families and your community about the benefits of
effective education options for children.” Go Eagles!

2019-2020 Important Dates
Feb 27 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Feb 28 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Feb 29 | Festival-of-Ideas.
Feb 29 | HS Climb On | 6:00-9:00PM | Wooden Mtn Climbing Gym | Lvld.
Mar 4 | All-School Lyceum-Fortitude | 2:00PM | Colosseum.
Mar 6 | National History Day Presentations | 2:45PM | Great Hall.
Mar 6 | JH Order Choice Event | 6:30PM-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.

Mar 7 | Practice SAT | 8:00AM-1:30PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Mar 7 | Sadie's | 7:00PM-9:30PM | Great Hall.
Mar 13 | 6th-Grade Day | All-day | 7th-Grade Fieldtrip | 3rd Quarter ends.
Mar 16-20 | Spring Break | No School.
Mar 24 | Spring Choral & Instrumental Concert | 6:30PM-8:30PM | Colosseum.
Mar 25 | Purple Duck Trophy Ceremony | 2:15PM | Colosseum.
Mar 25 | NHS Induction Ceremony | 6:30-8:00PM | Great Hall.
Mar 26 | Neenan Cup Ceremony | 2:15PM | Colosseum.
Mar 26 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Mar 27 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Mar 27 | Sunset Soiree | Windsong Estate Events Center | 7:00PM.
Mar 27 | JH & HS Throwback In Your Socks Dance | TBD.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

From Mrs. Gowing, LCS Librarian

The Importance of Reading Aloud
By: Paige Gowing
What’s your reading story? An odd question, I know, but bear with me. Mine is this: I grew
up on a steady diet of books. From How the Grinch Stole Christmas to Little House in the
Big Woods, my family made reading aloud a priority.
There was nothing I loved more than curling up on the couch, closing my eyes, and being
whisked away into Whoville or the backwoods of Wisconsin on the rise and fall of my
mother’s southern twang. Reading on my own, however, took a little nudging.
In the first grade, I would rather be read to than do the reading. Decoding felt like math—
never my strong suit. I decided, with all the wisdom of a six-year-old, that I would be better
off never learning to read for myself. I was content with read-alouds, thank you very much
– until...
…until my teacher handed me the sequel to a book we’d read in class. “Try it,” she
said. “Read it over the weekend and tell me what you think.” Born with a stubborn streak a
mile wide, I was determined to dislike the slim little book. But my desire to continue the
story of the Hundred Acre Wood outweighed my fear of independent reading. I wanted to
pick up where she left off.

So—begrudgingly—I started to read. And I have never
stopped! For the majority of my childhood, I was never
without a book—at soccer games, the doctor’s office, the
ride to school, the dinner table, during recess. Reading
was as necessary as breathing to me. I would argue that it
still is!
Each of us has a reading story of our own, one that has
created our very own reading identity. Reading aloud is
what first fosters that identity. Was there a book that
caught you as a kid and never let you go? A read-aloud
you can still remember? I can’t pick up a copy of Roald
Dhal’s The BFG without hearing my second-grade
teacher’s voice in my head sing-song growling, “The
matter with human beans is that they absolutely refusing
to believe anything unless they is actually seeing it right in
front of their own schnozzles!”
Here at Liberty Common School, we have purposefully included reading aloud as an
important and integral part of our curriculum. We strive to instill in our students a
meaningful and rich relationship with the texts we put in front of them—we want to help
develop an appreciation for language, an increase in specific knowledge, and to provide a
deeper understanding of the world in which we live and the stories we tell one another to
explain/justify/celebrate that world.
According to our own literacy policy, “stories help us to make sense of our lives. A plot. A
purpose. A sense that our struggles have meaning.” Reading creates a living link to not
only our culture, but cultures beyond. Through stories, we are able to experience
hardships, and triumphs we would otherwise not have been able to experience.
We can do the same thing through read-alouds. I’m not sure I would have gravitated
toward A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh had I not first sat at the feet of my first-grade
teacher and listened to a reading of The House at Pooh Corner.
It almost goes without mentioning that reading aloud offers
a different experience from reading independently. When
we read aloud to our kids, we are building a foundation
upon which they will then assemble their own reading
identities.
Children are able to comprehend more difficult texts when
those texts are read aloud rather than set in front of
them. When reading aloud, you inadvertently model
fluency—you’re sending the message that the melody of
the words is more important than the speed. A student will
be able to more fully engage with a complicated text
outside their range when it becomes a read-aloud.
I see this every day as the librarian. Reading aloud also builds vocabulary and
understanding while, at the same time, planting seeds of fascination and wonder. The
benefits or reading aloud at home as well as at school are many – improved primary
literacy, curation of imagination, development of comprehension strategies, reading
schema, concept development, and meaning making/response.
Reading aloud can go beyond the purely academic and help to build community. Multileveled readers can gather around one common experience. Reading in and of itself is a
social act; identities mediate and are mediated by texts we read about, talk about, write
about. Allowing readers of different levels and backgrounds to come together and revel in
the same story is creating a bond not only with the text itself, but with the people around
them.
Plus, you know what they say: Seeing someone reading the same book you’ve come to
love is like a book recommending a person! When you read aloud to your students, you

are allowing for a shared experience with a story that turns into a shared experience within
the framework of their own narrative. And what are stories if not relational bridges between
our experiences and those of the literary heroes and heroines we admire?
When we purposefully engage in reading aloud to our kids, we are creating positive
memories of reading as well as relationships between ourselves and the stories we
share. Jason Reynolds, a favorite young adult author of mine, once said, “It ain’t always
about the book. Sometimes it’s about who givin’ the book!”
As parents and teachers, we can use reading aloud to gift our students some of the best
books – books that will curate a lifelong love of literature. So check out one of these books
and start reading aloud at home: The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate
DiCamillo, When Mischief Came to Town by Katrina Nannestad, Shiloh by Phyllis
Reynolds Naylor, Stuart Little by E.B. White, The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris
Lessmore by William Joyce, Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate, Ghost by Jason
Reynolds, The Goose Girl by Shannon Hale, Inkheart by Cornelia Funke, Each
Kindness by Jackqueline Woodson, Sukey and the Mermaid by Robert San Souci, and
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Sadies. Do you like to have fun and party with your
friends. Well then come on down to Sadies in the 80s. The
event is March 7th from 7:00 to 9:30PM in the Great Hall.
Cost is $15 for singles and $25 for couples. It's going to be
a blast from the past. Free-Dress-Day rules apply.

Loveland Laser Tag Fun. FBLA is putting on an event at
Loveland Laser Tag (401 Denver Ave, Loveland, CO)
next Friday, February 28, from 6 pm – 10 pm. Come for a
Liberty Laser Tag Extravaganza. When you arrive, check
in at the front desk and say that you are there for the
Liberty Common FBLA event. For just $25 you can get an
all-inclusive events pass which includes a 4-hour unlimited
time card in the arcade and endless laser tag. Please
come out and support our FBLA team so they can afford the State Competition! All
proceeds go to support FBLA members' registration fees and hotel costs. Free-Dress-Day
rules apply.

HS Climb On. Join us Feb. 29th for a night of climbing,
pizza, and fun from 6:00-9:00PM, at the Wooden Mountain
Climbing Gym in Loveland. Cost is $10. Please sign your
waiver ahead of time CLICK HERE. Free-Dress-Day rules
apply.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

National Merit Finalists. Congratulations to Kobe Douglas, Simon Hempel-Costello,
and Paige Moore for having been named National Merit Finalists! This is the penultimate
phase of the competition. Approximately 7,500 of the 15,000 nationwide finalists will
become Merit Scholarship Winners.

State Testing. Each year we participate in state testing. 9th, 10th, and 11th graders take
the PSAT 9, PSAT 10, and SAT respectively as their official state test. All three of those
exams will be given on April 14. Junior-high-school students and juniors will also take
portions of the CMAS test according to this schedule:

Given this advanced notice of these tests, please plan student appointments and
schedules accordingly. When students are absent during testing, it creates a burden on
the staff to administer make-up exams for individual students. We ask for your
consideration in this matter when making daytime appointments.
The testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.
These tests have value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula or programs.
Standardized testing is a state-initiated function of public education, as its goal is to

provide objective insight into a student’s intellectual and academic aptitude compared to
other Colorado students. As a common benchmark, colleges rely on this information for
both undergraduate and graduate admissions. Professional organizations rely on such
tests to determine a candidate’s knowledge in a field of study (bar exam, actuarial tests,
professional engineering exams, architecture exams, etc.). Developing test-taking skills
can be helpful as students age and mature.
These tests are also the primary way parents have to compare schools objectively. While
test scores (high or low) are not the only means to compare schools, they are by far the
most prolific and publicly available means to do so. We are proud of the academic
accomplishments of our students. To put accurate results on public display is an
acceptable practice.
Our character-education program highlights the foundation stones of responsibility,
cooperation, and citizenship in the elementary school and the capstone virtues of
prudence, fortitude, and justice in the high school. Asking students to do their best when
faced with a standardized test enables them to display these virtues in a meaningful way.
Their lives will likely contain many such challenges. Teaching students, while they are
young, to do their best, whenever the opportunity presents itself, will help set them apart
from their less-motivated peers.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children are
in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to show
the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Updates About College

Summer College Application Workshop for Class of
2021. Class of 2021, the college application process is
right around the corner. If you would like to get a jump start
on your application and essays, sign up for the College
Application Workshop on June 11 from 8:00-12:00 pm at
LCHS. At this workshop you will learn how to write a
compelling and thoughtful application and scholarship
essay. College-admissions representatives will be there to
read and review your essay. Sign up now. Space is limited
to 30 students.

Want to know what it takes to get into a
Highly Selective college or Ivy League? Are
you thinking about applying to a highly selective
college/university or Ivy League? Stanford, Harvard,
Wash U St. Louis, Rice, U Chicago, NYU and many
others- This event is for you. Hear from Associate
Director of Admissions from American University
who will share what selective colleges consider on
your application. March 27 9 th hour 2:50-3:30PM in Independence Hall. This event is
open to students and families of all grade levels.

Upcoming College Visits.
Students can pick up a pass in the College Center to attend the following visits.
Aims Community College- Feb 25, 9:25AM. Hear about the Aims CC to UNC program
which allows students to receive low cost student housing and tuition for their first 2 years

and then guaranteed admission to UNC. Aviation, Graphic Design, Aviation, and more.
Texas A&M- Feb 26, 12:20PM. Top Research University in Texas. Great scholarships
and programs.
University of Nebraska at Kearney- March 3, 2:00PM. Great cost point for under
$20,000 a year. Top programs in biology, business, cyber security, computer science,
exercise science, education, and many more.
Washington State University- March 26, 7:45AM. Offers great scholarships for CO
residents. Pre-med, engineering, exercise science, nursing, and biology are just a few
majors offered.
Iowa State University- March 25, 10:15AM. Architecture, Engineering, natural sciences,
design, theatre, business, and many more.
University of Utah- April 1, 9:25AM. Top honors program, science, pre-med, engineering,
gaming, music and theater.

AST Tip
Keeping Track of Missing Work. Liberty assigns a lot of homework; every student will
miss an assignment every once-in-a-while. Students should routinely check Powerschool
for any missing assignments. They then need to record these missing assignments in their
planners and complete them ASAP in order to receive partial credit. The best way to keep
track is by picking a unique color of pen or marker that you only use to write missing
assignments in your planner. This helps students to save page space, instills a sense of
urgency, and makes it easier to keep track of missing work. Lastly, students should avoid
the mistake of simply writing “missing work” in their planners. This can cause confusion
about the assignment that delays its completion.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Liberty’s Women’s swim team wrapped up
tits inaugural season with a fantastic finish at
the 3A state meet. Liberty jumped three
spots from its seed of 18th place to finish in
15 th place (out of 42 3A teams). Team
captain, Emily Jauch, placed 2nd in the 100
breast (pictured), just 0.1 seconds behind the
winner. Congrats to our first ever state
team: Emily Jauch, Aimee Johnston,
Megan Zupancic, Carrie Babcock, Rachel
Patawaran, Nadia Naqvi, Lily Morrison,
Julianna Kramer, and team manager
Corinne Hansen.
For more details, here is the list of those who qualified and competed in state finals (top 20
after prelims):
200 Medley Relay – Megan, Emily, Aimee, Lily – 6 th place
200 Free – Carrie – 16 th place
200 IM – Emily - 12 th place
200 Free Relay – Lily, Julianna, Carrie, Aimee – 12 th place
100 Back – Megan – 19 th place
100 Breast – Emily – 2nd place
400 Free Relay – Nadia, Carrie, Megan, Emily – 13 th place

Stroke Of Genius. Liberty swimmer/scholar Emily Jauch ’20 finished second in the state
in the breaststroke last weekend; and others on Liberty’s inaugural swimming team placed
well in various relay competitions. The fetes made a big splash on the front of a local
newspaper’s sports page this week, too. CLICK HERE to see the story which includes a
nice big photo of Jauch. Way to go Eagles!

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
Sat, 2/22, 8AM; 10AM, Home, B-Team Games.
Mon, 2/24, 4PM, TBD, TBD (1st-Round Playoffs).
Wed, 2/26, TBD, Away, at Milliken (2nd-Round Playoffs).
Sat, 2/29, TBD, Away, at Milliken (Semi-finals; Finals).
8th Girl's Basketball
Sat, 2/22, 8AM; 10AM, Home, B-Team Games.
Mon, 2/24, 4PM, TBD, TBD (1st-Round Playoffs).
Wed, 2/26, TBD, Away, at Milliken. (2nd-Round Playoffs).
Sat, 2/29, TBD, Away, at Milliken. (Semi-finals; Finals).
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Basketball
Fri, 2/21, TBD, Patriot League 2nd Rnd. (Click HERE for updated information).
Tue, 2/25, TBD, TBD, Patriot League semi-finals.
Thu, 2/27, TBD, TBD, Patriot League Finals, at Budweiser Event Center.
*Games contingent on a victory on 2/20. A loss on 2/20 ends the season.
**Visit LCHS Athletics Facebook page for updates.
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 2/21, TBD, Patriot League 2nd Rnd. (Click HERE for updated information).
Tue, 2/25, TBD, TBD, Patriot League semi-finals.
Thu, 2/27, TBD, TBD, Patriot League Finals, at Budweiser Event Center.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Sunset Soirée Sponsorships. Calling all
Business Owners. Please consider
supporting Liberty Common School’s
spring fundraiser by sponsoring the Sunset
Soirée. Various sponsorship packages are
available and each contains terrific
opportunities for promoting your business.
Click HERE to purchase, or contact Brett
Harkey.

King Soopers. You shop for groceries and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers Loyalty
account and you can pay for your groceries with the
payment method of your choice. To participate, follow
these steps:
1. Visit http://www.kingsoopers.com,
2. Click on Savings & Rewards, then select Community
Rewards in the menu,
3. Log-in or create an account,
4. Search for Liberty Common School,
5. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a percentage
of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Looking East for Math Techniques
Approach Initiated In Japan, Singapore Guides U.S. Pupils
By Valerie Strauss
Washington Post Staff Writer
Tuesday, March 21, 2000; Page A11
It's lunchtime at the District's Hardy Middle School, and Alex

Liew, 14, walks into a quiet classroom where three other
students, heads down, are scribbling intently at a table.
None of them is there to eat. They are attacking one
multiplication problem after another--drilling just as children
do in Japan.
In Baltimore, 25 students at Robert Poole Middle School are
in a pilot program learning math from textbooks filled with
old-fashioned drawings. The books were chosen for one
reason: (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 99. A Simple Problem. A boy
has a simple dress problem. A good fitting
suit, clean collar, shirt and handkerchief,
polished shoes, clean socks, and a good
looking tie equip a boy so that he can forget
his appearance, and meet his friends
unrestricted by self-consciousness. A
growing boy may be very awkward is he
becomes conscious of his appearance. Careless and slovenly habits of dress will
not help a boy to be at ease and well mannered. There is something about being
well groomed that gives one confidence and poise.
"Boys who say they do not care how they look show that they are immature and
thoughtless. A junior or senior in high school knows the value of being well
dressed."

Alumni Update From Paige Gowing, Librarian at
Liberty Common School.

How many people knew that Liberty’s awesome librarian, Mrs. Paige Gowing, attended
Liberty Common School; and, as a child, read books from the very library she now

maintains as an adult? No fiction here. Mrs. Gowing attended Liberty through her
elementary and junior-high years. Liberty didn’t have a high school back then, so Paige
attended Rocky Mountain High School graduating in 2009. From there, she earned an
Associate of Arts degree at Front Range Community College, and a BA in English from
CSU with a concentration in creative writing.
After graduating from CSU, Paige worked as a front-office aid, and an AST aid at our high
school. When the late Mrs. Connie Behr announced her retirement in 2017, Paige
applied for the job, got it, and now works in the same space – now called The Connie Behr
Memorial Library – she came to love as a kid. “All the classics I learned about at Liberty
became my favorites,” Mrs. Gowing said. “When I saw some of these authors again in
college, I was totally ready and enthusiastic to learn even more about them at the next
level.” Now, she thrives by acquainting Liberty Common students with the same thrill of
reading.
“I love the Liberty community,” Gowing said. “I like being with the kids, instilling in them a
love for books, and helping them find the right books. It’s like a puzzle.”
Mrs. Gowing’s mother is Mrs. Bev Hanawalt, the schools Director of Operations.
“Because I was here for so long,” Gowing said, “this school has become a huge part of my
life. Plus, my mom started working here when I was in the 5th grade, and that deepened
the impact of the school in our family, and on me. As a Liberty student, I volunteered for
my mom, my teachers, and Mrs. Behr on occasion. I feel like the education I got at Liberty
really set me up for the rest of my education. I had so much background information from
attending Liberty, that I went on to high school, into college, and my career very well
prepared to do well – totally confident in my abilities. My high school was easy-peasy
thanks to what I learned at Liberty. In college, I knew I wanted to read books, and to be
with good books.”
A particularly memorable school project Mrs. Gowing remembers involved making a video
of a scene from Pirates of the Caribbean. “For Señora V’s (Mrs. Velgersdyk) Level-3
Spanish class, we had to translate the script into Spanish,” Gowing explained. “We filmed
it at Horsetooth Rock, and presented it in class. We did pretty well. We got a good
grade!”
Mrs. Gowing has some good advice for current Liberty students: “Read all the classics you
can find. Read them all, even if they seem boring. There’s a reason they’re ‘classic.’ It’s
because they have something important to offer; and, in reality, they’re actually not
boring,” she says. “So many other modern works are based upon themes and stories from
the classics.”
Gowing also has some general life advice about attending a demanding school like
Liberty, and the importance of lifelong learning. “Stick with it,” she says. “Perseverance is
the key to achieving anything that you want.” Gowing says knowing how to persevere
made a big difference in her life. “I applied for job, after job, after job, until I finally got the
one at Liberty that is a perfect fit for me,” she explained. “Pick your goals, and go for it.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
CSU Mechanical Engineering Summer Camp. Colorado State University is offering
three engaging, hands-on Mechanical Engineering Summer Camps. We have three
camps available for both junior high and high school students, running from June 8th to the
19th. Detailed information about the camps can be found HERE.

Census Job. The 2020 US census is right around the corner, and the US Census Bureau
is looking for assistance and willing to pay top dollar to secure it. CLICK HERE for the
application flyer to learn more.

Pool Jobs. Splash Pool Services is now hiring lifeguards and pool-maintenance
technicians for summer employment. Training will be provided for both positions. All

lifeguard applicants should either be enrolled in a lifeguard-training class or hold a current
lifeguard certification. Please find a list of lifeguard-training classes here. Once you are
enrolled in a class, or have a current certification, fill out an online application; and you
will be contacted for an interview.

CSU Society of Women Engineers Event. This event is geared toward high-school
juniors and seniors interested in STEM. High schoolers are paired with a current SWE
undergrad member and get to observe classes, explore campus, and learn about SWE. If
you have any questions or would like more information, you can reach CSU's Stick With
SWE planning committee at colostateStickWithSWE@gmail.com.

Boys and Girls State Opportunity. High-school juniors are invited to apply for the 2020
American Legion in Girls and Boys State. A real-life political-science learning and
participation experience, students will gain leadership experience, earn college credits and
gain invaluable skills. Boys State Information CLICK HERE. Girls State Information.
CLICK HERE.

News Worth Repeating
Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor, or an
engineering and math instructor.

Board of Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer Board of
Directors has two Director positions coming open with
three-year terms commencing this June. Elections for
these positions will be held the third week of April. Online
applications are currently available.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent volunteer
leadership. Liberty’s seven-member, parent volunteer
Board of Directors is responsible for maintaining
educational and operational policies which support the vision, philosophy, and mission as
defined in Liberty’s Charter Application, Contract, Bylaws and Board Policies.
Are you passionate about supporting the mission and philosophy of Liberty Common
School? Are you a critical thinker, interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s
continued academic and character education success? If so, your leadership could
significantly benefit Liberty’s students.
Liberty’s Board of Directors would love to answer your questions regarding Board
service. Please contact Board Director Chuck Grant, or any other Director.
Complete your Board application here: Liberty Common School Board of Directors
Application. The application deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 4, 2020.

Become A Young Marine. The Rocky Mountain Young
Marines is looking to recruit a few great Liberty Common
School kids for its upcoming Recruit Class which will run
from 2/29-3/28. All boys and girls ages 8-18 are welcome
to join up to build leadership and serve the community
together. Please email Mrs. Nancy Hoyer for more
information.

Practice SAT March 7. Juniors, there will be a full practice SAT on March 7 at 8 AM in
the Acropolis. After a full run-through of the test, faculty members will walk students
through the math and language portions question-by-question. Don't miss this opportunity
to prep for the April 14th SAT. To sign up, just email Dr. Robinson your intent to
participate.

Attention All Parents Of 7th-Graders. The annual 7th-grade fieldtrip to the Denver Art
Museum is fast approaching. It will be on Friday, March 13th (AKA 6th-Grade Day).
Please watch for an email from Mr. Seiple with details and help your children return the
permission slips in a timely fashion.

Summer School Information. Each year, we offer a variety of great programs and
classes during the summer. Some of these are for-credit classes that also meet during the
school year, and others are enrichment programs that are only offered during the
summer. The table below shows all offerings in a quick snapshot. Detailed information
about times of day, prices, and other information can be found in the Summer Academic
Opportunities Packet.

Science Symposium. The 2020 Women in Science
Symposium, “Building Bridges to the Future”, will be held
on Tuesday, March 3rd. This year’s symposium will feature
NASA astronaut and retired Air Force Colonel, Dr. Yvonne
Cagle as keynote speaker. The event will also
commemorate Women’s History Month and mark Colorado
State University’s sesquicentennial milestone
celebration. CLICK HERE for additional information.

Attention Mathematicians. Sonia Kovalevsky Day is an
opportunity for high-school-aged women to celebrate women in
mathematics held at Colorado State University by its
Mathematics Department. CSU’s first SK Day will occur March
12, 2020 from 8:30AM-3:00PM. Sonia Kovalevsky Day is an
opportunity to explore modern math research, to see what
possibilities math can give, and to grow the mathematical
community. Although this is not a fieldtrip, interested female
high-school students can attend with their parents by
registering CLICK HERE.

Your Words May Be Worth $15,000. Barnes & Noble is organizing a "My Favorite
Teacher" writing contest. It is open to high-school students who would like to submit a
short essay, thank-you letter, or poem about a teacher who influenced and inspired them

from kindergarten until now. There is a chance to win $5,000 for the teacher, $5,000 for
the school, and $5,000 for the participant. Everything can either be submitted online or
dropped off at the Fort Collins store. CLICK HERE for more information. The deadline for
entry is Sat 29 Feb 2020.

Junto Book Discussion I For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Please consider joining
members of the Parent Education Committee for discussions of the book Why Johnny
Can't Tell Right From Wrong. Thursday, February 27, 6:30PM in the high-school’s Minerva
Reading Room. More than any other, this book inspired school founders to establish our
character-education program. Mark your calendars for one or both discussions. Please
come prepared with a few points you would like the group to discuss. We envision a
general discussion of the content with an emphasis on what parents can do to support
character development in our school, and in our children. Feel free to encourage others to
read the book and join us as well. All are welcome. Email Paulette Hansen with
questions.
Junto Book Discussion II For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Join Liberty instructors
Steve Ronen and Jeff Siener as they discuss the book Assassination Generation: Video
Games, Aggression, and the Psychology of Killing. They will meet February 25 at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ronen. Contact Mr. Ronen or Mr. Siener with questions.

Book Club Coffee Chat. Thank you to all who attended our first Book Club coffee
chat. We are reading The Truth about College Admisison by Rick Clark and Brennan
Barnard. This book is a comprehensive guide for parents that offers usable and relatable
tips when navigating the college search and application process. The book is available on
Amazon and Barnes & Noble. The authors will be visiting Colorado in June and you will be
invited to this free event. Open to all grade level parents. Come to the Pnyx Room
(college center) from 8:00-9:00AM on March 11, and April 8 to join the club.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Upcoming Trips

Music, Mountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
Mr. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni. Email
Mr. Lunn if interested.

WWII Europe Trip. LCHS men’s soccer coach, Mr. Cyrus
Salehi will be leading a WWII trip in June 2020 to London,
Normandy, Paris, and Berlin. If any LCHS students are
interested in attending with a group from Resurrection
Christian School, please email Coach Salehi.

Upcoming Summer 2020 Trip. Come join the
adventure to Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. The
final deadline to sign up is Feb 17th. Contact Mr.
Tullius or Mr. Seiple for with any questions. CLICK
HERE for more information.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three years,
Liberty Common Headmaster, and former Member of
the U.S. Congress, Mr. Schaffer fully utilizes his
Former-Member privileges to get students, and
parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S. Capitol
normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up visits with
high-power political figures. The next Liberty-to-DC
fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break 2021. No
registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your 2021 calendar
now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous excursion
(2018).

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Feb 27th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 or email
lchsattendance@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty



