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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

It is Johann Wolfgang von Goethe week at
LCHS.
This week at LCHS is Goethe Week. Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe was a poet, novelist, and playwright. Born August 28,
1749, in Frankfurt, Germany, his importance on the 19th century is
enormous. Goethe produced volumes of poetry, essays, criticism,
and scientific work, including a theory of optics and early work on
evolution and linguistics. The author of Faust and Theory of
Colours, his influence spread across Europe, and for the next
century his works were a primary source of inspiration in music,
drama, poetry, and even philosophy.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Check Mail, Mail Check
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Our school needs all parents to make financial donations. We need a lot of parents to
pitch in.
Ideally, the fundraising-solicitation letter mailed out this week by fellow parent volunteers
– Liberty’s Board Chair M rs. Kelly Notarfrancesco, and Treasurer M r. Brad
Kreikemeier – is receiving your highest consideration.
Everyone’s mailbox is stuffed with fundraising solicitations at
this time of year. Please do not let the NotarfrancescoKreikemeier appeal linger, or get misplaced.
We’re grateful for the Liberty families who have already
responded, who have sent generous contributions to the
school, and who have contributed online.
Liberty is a qualified charity so any donation is fully tax
deductible. Donating in the next few weeks will reduce your
federal- and state-tax liability for 2019 – and, trust me, there
isn’t a more meritorious cause in that pile of mail competing
for your year-end philanthropic attention.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Dec 6-7 | HS Musical | 7:00PM | 2:00PM & 7:00PM | LCS Performance Hall.
Dec 9 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 11 | Liberty Lecture: Monet in Denver | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 12 | LCHS Holiday Concert | 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Dec 13 | LCHS Free-Dress Day.
Dec 13 | JH Holiday Dance | 6:30PM-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 14 | HS Knowledge Bowl Meet | 9:00AM-2PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 14 | HS Movie Night | 6:00-10:00PM.
Dec 16 | Ugly Sweater Competition.
Dec 18-20 | 1st-Semester Finals | CLICK HERE for schedule.
Dec 18 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Dec 19 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 20 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day and/or Free-Dress-Day.
Dec 20 | Talent Show | 1:05PM-2:45PM | Colosseum | Early Dismissal at 2:45.
Dec 20 | End of 2nd Quarter / 1st Semester.
Dec 20 | JH Holiday Movie Night | 5:00-8:00PM.
Jan 7 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 2:45-4:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 8 | Parent Coffee Chat with Mrs. Campbell | 8:00AM | Pnyx Room.
Jan 8 | Open-Campus Lunch | Junior and Seniors.

Jan 8 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 9 | HS Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 10 | Legio XIII | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 13 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 14 | Geography Bee | 3:30PM | LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Jan 17-19 | LCHS House Retreat | YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park.
Jan 20 | Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 22 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Jan 22 | All-school Lyceum | Senior Speakout | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 24 | JH Order Event | Specifics TBD.
Jan 24 | 11th Grade Only Event | Specifics TBD.
Jan 25 | HS Winter Formal Dance | Time TBD.
Jan 27 | How Colleges Make Decisions | 6:30-8:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 29-31 | Foreign Language Week | 2:45PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 30 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Jan 31 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Jan 31 | Parlor Night - Parents Only Event | 6:30-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices
“M eet M e in St. Louis” Tonight & Tomorrow. Liberty
Common High School's Theatre program invites
everyone to its production of Meet Me in St. Louis.
Prepare for a heart-warming evening filled with song,
dance, and good company. Meet Me in St. Louis is a
"wholesome and delightful portrait of a turn-of-thecentury American family." There are three shows to
choose from: Tonight Dec 6th at 7PM, tomorrow Dec 7th
Matinee at 2PM, and tomorrow Dec 7th at 7PM. Shows
occur in the LCS Auditorium at 1725 Sharp Point
Drive. CLICK HERE to purchase tickets.

Songs of the Season Tonight. A handful of Liberty Common School students will
perform tonight in an annual Songs of the Season concert by Centennial Children's

Chorus. Showtime is 7:00PM at Timberline Church. CLICK HERE for tickets. This
performance includes the following Liberty students: Braelyn Banning (4th grade);
Emmalise Latzke (5th grade); 6th-graders Shailah Banning, Eden Soasey & Ella
Notarfrancesco; 7th-graders Andrew Barber, Alexa Latzke & Emmaline M orris;
8th-graders Amelia Harkey & Hannah Scalicky; and 11th-grader Lucas Barber who
serves as a graduate assistant. CCC welcomes new choristers year round for grades K8. For more info CLICK HERE.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday December 9, 6:30PM8:00PM at Liberty Common High School in the Great Hall. These are informative
presentations for all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach,
and why we do what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any
grades K - 11, attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of
those waiting for the next open-enrollment spot.

Claude M onet - Liberty Lecture Next
Wednesday. Seeing images of his paintings is
interesting. Seeing them in person is spellbinding.
Learning to deeply appreciate the artistic genius
behind Claude M onet’s masterpieces through a
lesson given by top art instructors is lifechanging. That’s what’s on the pallet for the next
Liberty Lecture – Wednesday, December 11th , 6:30
– 8:00PM in the LCHS Great Hall. Don’t miss an
enchanted evening with Liberty art instructors M rs.
M egan Salazar, and M r. Rex Seiple – and their
celebrated subject Claude Monet. Monet is a
popular topic in the West right now thanks to an
extraordinary exhibit of his paintings at the Denver Art M useum running through
January in Denver. Salazar and Seiple recently led a group of LCHS art students on a
fieldtrip to see the exhibit. Every one of them was moved at their intellectual
core. Experience the same by putting this spectacular lecture on your calendar.

School Portrait M ake-up Day. Today Friday, December 6th 2019, 3:00PM-5:30PM,
and Saturday December 7- 9:00AM-12:00PM. Location is Skillman Photography 818 E.
Elizabeth, Fort Collins. Click here to print an order form.

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day. Tomorrow is the 77th anniversary of "a date
which will live in infamy." President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt described the carnage of
December 7, 1941 to a joint session of the U.S.
Congress assembled the very next day. "The
United States of America was suddenly and
deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of
the Empire of Japan." LCHS students
commemorated the solemn date at school by
dedicating their recitation of the morning Pledge of Allegiance to the 2,403 Americans
who lost their lives, the 1,178 more who were wounded, the tragic casualties of ensuing
warfare, and to the heroism of the many American and allied warriors who brought the
last line of Roosevelt's speech to fruition: "With confidence in our armed forces, with the
unbounded determination of our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph. So help us
God."

Out of the Bottle. Congratulations to

Liberty robotics team "The Genies" upon
winning second-place on Nov 23rd in the
“robot-design” category at the Weld County
qualifier competition. Its great performance
earned a golden ticket for the state
tournament. The Genies team members
include Francesco Arndorfer, Ben
Sundin, Tucker Bodley, Obed Black and
Andrew Barber. A special thank you to
coaches M essrs. Jeremy Cox, and Todd
Arndorfer. The team with trophy is pictured
nearby.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our
Lost-And-Found. The shelves are bursting at the seams
with items. All items not claimed by Dec 20th will be
donated to charity.

M ath-Day Competition. LCHS students
performed well at Colorado State
University’s Math Day competition last
month. Math scholars participated in a
mathematics-poster fair, and attended an
interesting lecture about the mathematics
behind gerrymandering. Liberty’s A
Team, consisting of Liberty students
Kobe Douglas, Aimee Johnston, and
Ryan Anderson, persevered through
seven rounds of competition. Though defeated by the Windsor Charter’s A team in the
first round, it went on to win in rounds 2 through 6 against Collegiate A, Regis Girls, New
Vista A, Windsor Charter E, and Gering A before being taken out of the doubleelimination competition on the seventh round by our sister school Ridgeview. Team A is
pictured nearby. The LCHS B Team, consisting of Liberty students Grace M cCormick,
David Hill, Uriah Nevins, and Skyler M ayse powered through five grueling rounds. In
rounds one and two, the B Team beat Revere, and Regis Girls. In round three, it was
defeated by Windsor Charter’s C team. From there it beat Manitou in round four, and
was taken out of the double-elimination competition in round five by the Steamboat
team. Members of both teams are pictured atop this newsletter. Well fought Eagle
Mathletes!

Upcoming M athematics Competitions. The American Mathematics Competitions
(AMC) 10 and AMC 12 are both 25-question, 75-minute, multiple-choice examinations in
high-school mathematics designed to promote the development of problem-solving skills.
The AMC 10 is for students in 10th grade and below, and the AMC 12 is for students in
12th grade or below. These competitions are administered around the country on
Thursday, January 30, 2020. The AMC 10/12 provide an opportunity for high-school
students to develop positive attitudes towards analytical thinking and mathematics that
can assist in future careers. It’s the first in a series of competitions leading to the
International Mathematics Olympiad. If interested in competing in the AMC 10 or 12, and
possibly attaining mathematical glory (and scholarships) in the Mathematics Olympiad,
email M rs. M cAllister to register. Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis, so
sign up today before the spots fill up. The competition will be held on Thursday, January
30 from 2:50-4:15pm in LCHS’s Euclid Room.

M ath Tutor List. Need a Tutor? We’ve got a list for you. LCHS math instructor M rs.
M cAllister is compiling a list of math-wiz student tutors from LCHS. If you are in need of
a mathematics tutor, email M rs. M cAllister. Specify what grade level or math class the
tutoring is for, and she will reply with a list of available high-school math tutors.

Science Instructors Soar. It all started last month at the Colorado Science Teachers
Convention. LCHS science instructors M r. Brian Stefanovich, M rs. Gwen Sullivan,
M s. Hannah Erdevig, and M rs. Jean Bradley met up with representatives of The
Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum. Within weeks, museum pilots treated
the scientists to spectacular 8,000-foot views of the Front Range, placid skies, and
moments of weightlessness. The glider trip was designed to educate teachers about all
the museum has to offer for support in the classroom. Nearby photos memorialize the
high-flying adventure. “I was just soaking in the view and the sensation,” reported Mrs.
Bradley. “They are trying to engage more young people in the world of aviation through
partnering with teachers. It was an amazing experience and so fun to share it with coworkers.”

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Five of a Five-Part Series.

The History of Liberty Common High School
By: Mrs. Michelle Provaznik and Principal Bob Schaffer (Founding
Parents)
The central question was obvious: Now that Liberty has the authorization to expand, can
it afford to actually do it given the dire financial situation and the volatile economy at
hand?
Convinced there is no greater priority than the education of their children and buoyed by
the strong support for a high school among the Liberty parent population, the Board
decided to go forward with the plan. Though optimistic, the Board instructed the
administration to build a high school while pinching every penny in order to make the
finances work. Salaries for all Liberty personnel were frozen until further notice.
Peter Kast, who negotiated and secured Liberty's
flagship elementary-school building, answered the
school's newest call for help in finding a suitable building;
and the search for a new high school facility was on.
What shall the high school be called? After convening
student focus groups and consulting the parent
population, it was decided to stick with a brand name that
carried with it a nationwide reputation for academic
excellence: Liberty Common High School.

The school would offer a classical liberal arts curriculum
building upon the Core Knowledge Sequence and it would
accentuate math, science and engineering. Committees
of parents were convened to further develop the
curriculum and the course schedules.

Public meetings were held to describe the
school, its goals and plans. Administrators
described the kinds of teachers they would
hire, and who from the current school
would go to the high-school building. A
relaxed high-school Dress Code was
developed and elated 9th graders were
allowed to try it out for their second
semester at the old Liberty Elementary
School.

Director of the Elementary School Casey
Churchill organized the move from LCS to
LCHS and the expansion at LCS. It was an
enormous undertaking of brilliant
coordination.

The House System was developed. Ninth
and eighth graders committed to attending
LCHS were assigned to one of three
Houses: Domus Scientiae, Domus Virtutis
or Domus Prudentiae. They began working
on House projects such as House crests,
logos, mottos and events.

Still, one question loomed over all of these discussions and activities: Where would the
new high school be located? Hopes for a high-school property adjacent to the current
school were fading. Visions of a single Liberty campus were becoming dim. All options
considered turned into dead ends. The school was now well into 2010 – the year the
high school was scheduled to open, but there was no building in hand.
One mile south of the elementary school stood a building that had been occupied by a
defunct charter high school for a few years and had been abandoned for a few more
years since. Would that building work?

Peter Kast approached the building's owners, and obtained a key allowing the Board to
wander through the dusty vacant facility. After the walkthrough, the Board huddled in the
parking lot looking on the abandoned school as the winter sun set over its roof. The

group began mulling numbers and options. If the price came down, with some
remodeling, and with additional classroom expansion over a few more years, this location
could work. The Board decided to pursue the building at 2745 Minnesota Drive, and to
continue searching for other options.
It quickly became apparent the poor economy looming over Liberty’s expansion was
simultaneously working to the school’s advantage as a buyer in the real-estate
market. The price of the building was, by the month, dropping further below its original
asking price. With the help of an investment corporation FCCS, LLC, headed up by local
developer and charter-school backer Troy M cWhinney, a solution materialized allowing
Liberty Common School to lease the building and purchase it a few years later.
Tenancy stretched Liberty’s budget to its limit, but the numbers added up – barely. With
solid enrollment and aggressive fundraising, the Board believed it could make ends
meet.
A Letter of Intent was signed in February of 2010. Once an agreement was finalized, the
landlord opened the building right away so parents could take a tour. From that moment,
excitement punctuated all the work and countless hours required to get the building
ready to open by August 18th of 2010.
Teachers needed to be hired. After attending numerous
job fairs and accepting applications from around the
world, a first-rate team of LCHS educators was
assembled.
The high school’s roster of inaugural instructors was
announced: Jared Dybzinski, Dr. Charles Hubbeling,
Dawn Karr, M arques Kem, William Kranz, Kay
Lannen, Jerry Lavin, Torgun Lovely, Duane Staton,
Dr. Barbara Werner, Ken Vetter, Sarah Aguilar-Francis, M egan Ellis, Connie
Logsdon, Dave Lunn, Susan Porter, Donny Reeves, Wade Torgeson and Erin
Voorhies.
The Chairman of the Colorado State
Board of Education, former U.S.
Congressman, former State Senator, and
founding Liberty parent Bob Schaffer,
who had been hired as project manager
for the high-school expansion, was named
Director of Secondary Schools. Along with
Liberty’s headmaster the school’s new
administration would direct the opening
and operation of Liberty Common High
School. (In 2011, Schaffer was named
LCHS principal, and in 2018 Liberty's
headmaster).
Architects and contractors worked
feverishly throughout the summer
remodeling the building. The
administration shopped at auctions for
used school furnishings and equipment.
Director of Elementary Education (later
named principal) Casey Churchill
orchestrated “the big move.” Classroom
supplies and furniture were boxed up,
labeled and carted off to the new school.

LCHS opened under the guidance of
Director of Secondary Schools Bob
Schaffer who was soon after named highschool principal by the Liberty Board of
Directors.

Hordes of volunteers showed up (on what always turned out to be the hottest summer
days) to unload trucks and set up classrooms. New lockers - cherry red ones - were

ordered and would eventually line the empty hallways (The lockers did not arrive until two
months into the school year. There was no carpet in the school until the second
semester).
New lunchroom tables were ordered, too. There was no turning back now. LCHS would
open on time with its leading class of 10th graders. In three years, these pioneering
students would become Liberty's first graduating class - the inaugural Class of 2013.
The night before LCHS was set to open, students grades 7 - 10 came together at Liberty
Elementary School for the last time. Elementary Principal Churchill made remarks
encouraging the excited students assembled there, and then lit a ceremonial lantern that
was carried by student leaders at the head of a 2.2-mile long procession along the
Poudre River then West up to the high ground upon which Liberty Common High School
sits.
The lantern carried the flame of Liberty's first "Torch Trek." The traditional event has
been reenacted by Liberty students each year since.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Holiday Concert. Mark your calendars for the Holiday
Concert on Tuesday, December 12 at 6:30PM in the
Colosseum. The bands, orchestra, and choir have been
working very hard on their musical literature to spread

holiday cheer. M r. Wallace, M r. Lunn, and the band and
choir students would love to see you there.

JH Winter Dance. Junior-high students, come dance
under the stars on Friday, December 13, 2019 from
6:30 to 9:00PM. This semiformal dance, presented by
the Order of Elysium, is one you won’t want to
miss. Guests are allowed with a completed and signed
guest pass. Tickets will be $7 at lunch and $10 at the
door, and snacks will be provided.
Junior-High Semiformal Dress Code:
Men: Dress slacks and button-up shirts are required;
suit coats and ties are recommended. No jeans, T-shirts, or other casual clothing is
allowed.
Women: Dresses must have straps and must be modest (no lower back exposure, no
exposed cleavage or midriffs, no transparent/translucent fabrics unless a Dress-Code
compliant layer is underneath it). Dresses must be no shorter than three inches above
the knee.

Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year
when students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary consequences. I
want to take a moment to remind students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising
academic integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at
home before students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is
a brief description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on
how such situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete
their coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas,
words, phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own.
Any thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge needs to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of
others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or
collections without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to
the educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students
caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be
referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.

Ugly Sweater Day. On Monday,
December 16th, wear your ugliest ugly

sweater to school to spread holiday
cheer.
No sweaters depicting violence,
glorifying death or violence, alcohol or
drug abuse.

Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal time of 2:45PM on Friday, 12/20/2019. There will be no 9th-hour activities
that afternoon. The shuttle-bus service will run according to the normal schedule.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

Intent-to-Return-for Parents of 8th Graders. Check your mail in the next couple of
weeks for an intent-to-return letter to help us determine if your 8th-grade student will be
returning with us for high school. Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need
to fill out this intent to return in order to claim a seat in the 9th-grade class. The deadline
is January 17, 2020, but it would be helpful to have that information sooner if
possible. See me with any questions.

PSAT Scores and Results Session. Congratulations, juniors, on an excellent set of

PSAT scores. Your scores will be available on December 10th through your
CollegeBoard account. If you have not yet created an account, you should consider
doing so as it will be helpful for SAT and AP scores in the coming years. See M s.
M ichalla Fowler if you need assistance navigating that process. We will host a results
session on January 9th during 9th hour to help students understand their overall score,
ranking, and subscores by different categories. At that meeting, we will have a detailed
paper score report for students as well.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

Senior College Updates. Ninety-two percent of the senior class has applied to college.
Congratulations seniors for being so diligent in the application process.
Seniors have submitted 425 applications to over 140 colleges throughout the US and
Canada including:
Yale, Brown, Columbia, U Penn, Dartmouth, Cornell, Harvard, Amherst, Baylor, Boston
College, U of Arizona, Colorado School of Mines, U of Washington- St. Louis, U of
Tennessee, Tulane University, University of Oregon, U of Tampa, Harvard, Villanova,
Vanderbilt, Notre Dame, U of Chicago, Princeton, U of CO, Boulder, University of Denver,
Rice, MIT, Drake, UNC-Chapel Hill, St. Josephs, Western State, Duke, Minnesota Twin
Cities, Wartburg, New Mexico State, Northern Arizona, U of Utah, UNC Greeley, Colorado
State and many more.
Some have received admissions decision while others are still waiting.
Well done Class of 2020.

M id-Year Transcripts. This is a reminder seniors, that after this semester many of your
colleges may require you to send your first-semester grades. Make sure you are aware
of which colleges require these updates as M rs. Campbell will need to send your
transcript in January. Mid-year requests are available in the College Center in the Pnyx.

AST Tip Of The Week
Study Timeline (Part 2). Two weeks before the exam, you should continue to do a
weekly note review. You should also make a list of questions you missed on homework
and quizzes. First, try finding the correct answer in your notes or book and then make an
appointment to speak with your teacher about questions you still do not understand. This
is also a great time to start using online resources to make a study guide or work through
practice exams.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

LCHS competed in its inaugural swim meet at
Eaton High School on Tuesday. LCHS was
victorious, scoring 106 to 86. LCHS had 3A state
qualifying times for the medley relay (M egan
Zupancic, Emily Jauch, Aimee Johnston, and
Juliana Kramer), and for senior team captain
Emily Jauch in the 100 breast stroke.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Sat, 12/7, 10AM; 12PM, Away, at Valley (B-Tournament). (Times are approximate).
Mon, 12/9, No Game, Earned 1st round bye.
Thu, 12/12, 5:30PM, Away, at Milliken, vs TBD. (Quarter-Finals).
Sat, 12/14, TBD, Away, at Milliken, vs TBD. (Semi and Finals).
8th Basketball
Sat, 12/7, 11AM; TBD, Away, at Valley (B-Tournament). (Times are approximate).
Mon, 12/9, 4PM, Home, vs Estes Park. (1st Round Playoffs). (JH Soccer, XC, 8th VB
champions will be recognized at halftime).
Thu, 12/12, 3:30PM, at Milliken, vs Eaton. (Quarter-Finals - contingent on a victory 12/9).
Sat, 12/14, TBD, Away, at Milliken, vs TBD. (Semi and Finals).
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS M en's Basketball
Fri, 12/6, 8:30PM, Away, at Highland.
Sat, 12/7, win=2:30PM; Lose=11:30AM, Away, at Highland.
Tue, 12/10, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Away, at Peak to Peak.
Fri, 12/13, 5:30PM; 7PM, Away, at Ridge View.
Sat, 12/14, C/1PM; JV/4PM, Home, vs Highland (Sub-Varsity 4-pack).
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 12/6, 7PM, Away, at Highland.
Sat, 12/7, win=1PM; Lose=10AM, Away, at Highland.
Tue, 12/10, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Home, vs Peak to Peak (C-Team plays Boulder).
Sat, 12/14, 10AM, Away, vs TBD at Rocky Mountain High School (Varsity Only).
Sat, 12/14, C/2:30PM; JV/5:30PM, Home, vs Highland (Sub-Varsity 4-pack).
HS Women's Swimming

Tue, 12/10, 4PM, Away,vs Mountain View/FCHS, at Mountain View.
Thu, 12/12, 4PM, Away, vs Thompson Valley, at Thompson Valley.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor

Invest in the Future of Liberty. We have determined the most helpful thing we can do
to support our students and their teachers for the long term is to pay off a big chunk of
our debt which will increase our available cash. Twenty-five years remain on a bond
taken out several years ago to finance expansion costs at both campuses. We want to
pay off the entire debt this year.
Here’s why paying off this debt makes so much sense:
1. It sets a good example for our students.
2. It will save us more than $1.3 million in interest payments.
3. It will free up over $110,000 per year for classroom priorities.
4. It improves our balance sheet so we can dream big about the future.
Our goal is to secure donations of at least $300,000. During this year-end giving season,
we’re counting on you to make Liberty Common School among your highest charitable

priorities. Please commit to invest in the future of Liberty today.
Please be looking for our fundraising letter in your mailbox—it will contain more detailed
information about this fundraising campaign. Additionally, you can GIVE ONLINE. Make a
difference for every student and teacher today.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
What is Good Literature?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
The books which fill Liberty’s library and classrooms are
selected according to criteria beyond current
popularity. The quality of language, the value of a story to
the human experience, the contribution to character
education, and the support of the Core Knowledge
Sequence all play a role in identifying “good” books.
According to Neil Postman, whose ideas... (CLICK HERE
to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 90. Hands. Manicured nails and
clean hands are basic requirements for a
well-dressed girl. To manicure in public is
just as unforgiveable as to brush your teeth
in public. Avoid a high polish and a freaky
shape for the nails. Each girl determines
the shape of nail best suited to her own
hand.”

Alumni Update Alumni Update from Zoee Avery,
Class of ’19 now attending UNC in Greeley.

This week launches final-exam season in Greeley for LCHS alumna Zoee Avery, and

her friends attending the University of Northern Colorado. The Class of 2019 graduate is
gearing up for her first college-level “juries.”
Zoee plays the clarinet. She’s studying music education, and wants to become a
teacher.
Juries are pass/fail skill assessments common to music majors, and Zoee is encountering
them for the first time at a college level. On a recent Thanksgiving-break visit to her alma
mater, she predicted juries will be the most challenging part of her first-semester exam
schedule.
“It’s pretty stressful because you either pass, or you don’t,” she said. “If you fail a few
times, you can get kicked out of the music program.”
Asked whether her future as a teacher might include Liberty Common School, the
standout musician said with a confident laugh, “I’m totally down for working at Liberty
someday – definitely for my student teaching.”
So what’s campus life really like? Zoee said, despite how others described it to her, she
was still surprised by the extent of partying. “I didn’t know how many people would be into
it,” she said.
“Even now, I’ve heard of people talking about dropping out of school at the end of the
semester,” she said. “I think it’s those students who went to high schools that didn’t have
a lot of homework. I think the shock of college and all the work we have to do – they just
weren’t prepared to deal with it.”
The Domus Temperantiae grad, on the other hand, is thriving. “I’m doing fine. I’m
managing my time. In terms of homework, it’s about the same as Liberty, but I have some
extra practicing and rehearsing for my music programs on top of that.”
Zoee advises Liberty’s college-bound students to find responsible, reliable friends
early. “College is a big transition from high school,” she said. “It takes a few months to
get acclimated – especially the schedule, and lifestyle.” It helps to be intentional about
the people around you.
“Make sure you surround yourself with friends who have the same goals and morals as
you,” she recommends. “It’s easy to find friends who are into the whole partying thing,
and who don’t want to do homework. If you hang out with them enough, you’ll start to
follow the same trends.”
“I’ve been lucky enough to find a certain set of friends that, for example, like to go to
practice at the same times of day, and we do homework together every day,” Zoee said.
“We’re all music majors, so we just found each other.” Plus, she really likes her
roommate.
Zoee’s first-semester schedule is packed – geology, geography, marching band,
symphonic band, music theory, aural skills, piano, and clarinet. “The workload isn’t too
hard to handle,” she said. “Liberty taught me how to manage my work.”
She projects academic poise, and self-assurance. “Definitely, (Liberty music instructor)
M r. Lunn prepared me for my music classes. I felt really well prepared going into my
theory, and aural-skills classes.” As far as geography and geology, “I felt prepared just
from Liberty’s general science, physics, and other classes.”
Zoee offered solid encouragement for Liberty students as they gear up for December
finals. “It is worth it,” she said. “If you can make it to the end of high school at a school
like Liberty, you’ll be fine in college. Liberty really works with you; and they work you
hard, so everyone here will be really well prepared for college.”
Zoee reflected on her Liberty instructors. “I think about M rs. Karr, and Mr. Lunn a lot,”
she said. “They’re the two teachers I miss the most.” And what of her classmates in the
mighty LCHS Class of 2019?

“The students that Liberty attracted helped me find the right friends at college,” she said
nostalgically. Go Bears!

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

News Worth Repeating
Loveland Classical School Holiday Fair. Loveland Classical will be holding its firstannual Holiday Fair this year on Dec 14 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. Vendors will be
charged an inexpensive vending fee of $20 per table. Anyone with a small business or a
plethora of crafted wares is welcome to participate in the fair. The organizers would like
those intending to participate to sign up before Dec 9. It would be wonderful for the
Liberty Common School community to enjoy the event and show support for our creative
sister school in Loveland. CLICK HERE for more information.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are
interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Upcoming Trips
M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

WWII Europe Trip. LCHS men’s soccer coach, M r.
Cyrus Salehi will be leading a WWII trip in June 2020 to
London, Normandy, Paris, and Berlin. If any LCHS
students are interested in attending with a group from
Resurrection Christian School, please email Coach
Salehi.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three
years, Liberty Common Headmaster, and former
Member of the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully
utilizes his Former-Member privileges to get students,
and parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S.
Capitol normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up
visits with high-power political figures. The next
Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break
2021. No registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your

2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous
excursion (2018).

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec 19th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
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