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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

It is Barney Ford week at LCHS.
Barney Ford was born into slavery in Virginia in 1822. He escaped
working on a river boat and when he died in 1902, he was a wellknown, wealthy and successful entrepreneur in Colorado. Despite
being born into slavery, and suffering both assassination attempts
and bankruptcy, Ford persevered with grit and fortitude to become a
millionaire in the real estate business.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Breakfast With Gillian
By: Bob Schaffer
Last Friday, I attended a daylong Charter Oak Leadership Program seminar in New
Haven, Connecticut, the location of Yale University. Before dashing to the airport
Saturday, I met up with LCHS alumna Gillian Clouser who’s now studying there.
We had breakfast on the 19th floor of my hotel at a
restaurant overlooking the campus. Special times like
these with former students are part of the reason I
love my job, and why I’m a super-proud headmaster.
The view, awash in Atlantic sunrise, was
stunning. Gillian’s thoughtful remarks, shared for
today’s “Alumni Update,” beamed even brighter.
Truly, if today’s is the only Alumni Update you ever
read, please make it so, and maybe urge your kids to
read it, too.
Gillian’s reflections form a stirring case for all Liberty
parents, grandparents, alumni, employees, and
friends who support our school. Our mighty little institution really has turned out to be the
“revolution in public education” our school’s founders intended.
Today’s Alumni Update furnishes more proof that what we’re accomplishing is having an
enormous impact on college campuses throughout the country, and upon the character
of future citizen leaders. It’s no small, or insignificant undertaking.
Heading into the Holiday Season, our parent-led Board of Directors is appealing to
everyone in the Liberty Common community to help boost funding for our school through
year-end financial contributions. The appeal isn’t centered on an urgent need, or some
crucial institutional shortcoming.
Instead, Liberty’s year-end-fundraising appeal is all about capitalizing on an immediate
opportunity to buy down the school’s most expensive long-term bond debt. Doing so will
save a fortune in compound-interest expenses. In fact, raising $300,000 now will save
the school $1.3 million over the next 25 years.
Consider that today, stories like Gillian’s are being made for some 1,200 Liberty
Common students learning in our classrooms. More such stories are yet to be written by
future students who will follow in their footsteps.
Please do not underappreciate what we have going
here. This school is more than an ordinary public
school. It is a rare, essential, virtuous, and patriotic
charitable mission taking place within a charterpublic school – with extraordinary effect.
The season calls us to engage ourselves in worldchanging events, and to look to children as the

messengers we send ahead into a distant
time. Endowing them with moral maturity – a firm
inclination toward truth, beauty, goodness,
perfection – and with the best possible academic
baseline are enduring gifts of authentic liberty.
There are few school communities in America that
endeavor to prepare children in the classical,
comprehensive way Liberty Common School
does. Read, and ponder the deeper subtexts of
today’s Alumni Update, and consider how
profoundly our school educates its students.
Then, respond generously to the recent
fundraising-solicitation letter sent by two of our
school’s parent leaders – Board Chair Kelly
Notarfrancesco, and Treasurer Brad
Kreikemeier. Or, CLICK HERE to contribute now
online.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Dec 13 | JH Holiday Dance | 6:30PM-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 14 | HS Knowledge Bowl Meet | 9:00AM-2PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec 14 | HS Movie Night | 6:00-10:00PM.
Dec 16 | Ugly Sweater Competition.
Dec 18-20 | 1st-Semester Finals | CLICK HERE for schedule.
Dec 18 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Dec 19 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec 20 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day and/or Free-Dress Day.
Dec 20 | Talent Show | 1:05PM-2:45PM | Colosseum | Early Dismissal at 2:45.
Dec 20 | End of 2nd Quarter / 1st Semester.
Dec 20 | JH Holiday-Movie Night | 5:00-8:00PM.
Jan 7 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 2:45-4:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 8 | Parent Coffee Chat with Mrs. Campbell | 8:00AM | Pnyx Room.
Jan 8 | Open-Campus Lunch | Junior and Seniors.
Jan 8 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 9 | HS Lyceum | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 10 | Legio XIII | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 13 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 14 | Geography Bee | 3:30PM | LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Jan 17-19 | LCHS House Retreat | YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park.
Jan 20 | Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 22 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors Only.
Jan 22 | All-school Lyceum | Senior Speakout | 2:15PM | LCHS Colosseum.
Jan 24 | JH Order Event | Specifics TBD.
Jan 24 | 11th-Grade-Only Event | Specifics TBD.
Jan 25 | HS Winter Formal Dance | Time TBD.
Jan 27 | How Colleges Make Decisions | 6:30-8:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 29-31 | Foreign-Language Week | 2:45PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Jan 30 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Jan 31 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
Jan 31 | Parlor Night - Parents Only Event | 6:30-9:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.

CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices
Super Commendation. Poudre School District
Superintendent Dr. Sandra Smyser posted an attaboy
shout-out to Liberty Common School students for their top
academic performance. The school brought home yet
another John J. Irwin Schools of Excellence Award to Fort
Collins. “It is always an honor to recognize our students and
staff – so many of whom earn state and national awards
every single school year,” she wrote. “Celebrating their
achievements is one of the true highlights of my
career.” CLICK HERE for more info about our students’
bigtime recognition. Way to go Eagles!

Notification for upcoming Board of Directors M eeting. The Board of Directors will
be voting on updating the Liberty Common School bylaws at its regular meeting of the
board, Thursday 19 December, 2019, in the Acropolis at Liberty Common High School.
CLICK HERE to see the proposed changes, which address housekeeping items and
general edits. No substantive policy changes are proposed. Interested individuals are
encouraged to attend the December board meeting, and offer commentary during the
public-comment portion of the meeting.

M icrosoft Power Platform Help Needed. Does
anyone in our Liberty Common community have
experience or familiarity with Microsoft Power BI? The
school’s Financial Advisory Committee, and our Business
Office are pondering strategies to generate better
interactive reports, and analytical tools. The Committee
could use a parent to assist in navigating our school in
the best direction where these things are concerned. Please email FAC chair/parent
M r. Brad Kreikemeier if you can lend a hand.

Lunch Ordering Update. CLICK HERE for new vendor information. There are many
great restaurants delivering fresh, hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1PM the
day before so you still have plenty of time.

Eat Burritos, Support Theater. Liberty
Common High School students recently
performed the musical, Meet Me in St.
Louis. This Qdoba coupon was printed on the
back of each program and is an easy way to
earn money for the LCS Theatre

Department. Take this coupon to the Qdoba
located near LCHS (on Timberline and Custer)
and Qdoba will donate $1.00 to the LCS Theatre
Department for every purchase. Leftover
programs can be picked up in the front office if
you don't know where yours ended up.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Teacher-Celebration Volunteers Needed. One of
our thoughtful parents has created a SignUp Genius
for parents to donate cookies for the staff to enjoy over
the holiday season. This is a wonderful gesture to
thank the people who are so instrumental in educating
and helping shape the lives of our children. Please
sign up and deliver the baked goodies by Wed 18
Dec. As always, thank you for supporting our school.

Chaperone Opportunity. The JH Movie Night is in need of chaperones for Dec 20th
from 4:45PM-8:15PM. Please Click here to volunteer to help for this amazing event.

Join The Stars And Stripes Squad. Junior-high students: Become part of the
prestigious LCHS Stars and Stripes Squad. All members of the Liberty community –
parents, board members, grandparents, teachers, neighbors – are invited to join us any
morning or afternoon as we reverently raise, or lower the colors. Flags are raised at
7:30AM, and lowered at 3:20PM. Contact M rs. Bradley if you are interested.

Robotics Domination. Congratulations to Team
United 5 which won the first-place overall Champion
Award at the Poudre Qualifier robotics competition in
Fort Collins. The team went on to compete at State
where it was awarded 1st-place in innovative Project
Solution for the Emerald Ash Borer problem. In
addition, it has been invited to submit its project idea
for consideration for the Global Innovation Award with
the chance to travel to Florida over the
summer. Team United 5 members include Kyle
Baldwin, Will Dannahower, Anagha M athur, Jack
Friesen and Aidan Woodard. Kurt Friesen coached the team and was awarded
"Outstanding Coach of the Year". Congrats to Team United 5.

Kranz Wears Onesie. Getting a perfect score in the
highly competitive CyberPatriot competition is a rare
achievement. So when LCHS computer-science instructor
M r. Bill Kranz promised his students he’d wear a onesie
to school should they nail a perfect score, he must have
imagined they might do it – which they did. Twice! The
only thing Mr. Kranz didn’t count on was Principal Lovely

sneaking in to snap a photo of the proud instructor
following through on his promise. That’s some motivating
garb for sure. The perfect scores qualified a handful of
Kranz’ students for the national championship. What
might he do for a first-place win?

From Board of Directors
New Liberty Board M ember. We welcome Charles Grant to
the Liberty Common School Board of Directors. Mr. Grant and
his wife M aria have four children, three of which are current
students at Liberty, Timothy in 8th, Etta in 4th, John in 1st, and
David will be in kindergarten in two years. Mr. Grant is a
Chartered Financial Analyst and a Certified Financial Planner
with First National Bank. He brings significant value to the Board.
Kindergarten Changes. Liberty has recently made
adjustments to the kindergarten configuration with the approval
of HB19-1262, providing state funding for fulltime kindergarten.
Starting school year 2020/21, Liberty will provide two full-time classrooms, while
preserving two half-time classrooms for families preferring that option. Additionally, the
Board is considering an addition to Liberty’s Policies Manual which will codify Liberty's
kindergarten philosophy. It is important to our Board of Directors and school
administrative leadership that Liberty preserves the half-time kindergarten option.
Liberty Fundraising. Recently, you should have received a request to give financially
to Liberty Common School. The phenomenal education our children are receiving is
especially valuable considering what a private education of the same caliber costs. Every
family needs to participate in this financial request, at whatever level their situation will
allow, to ensure the future success of our school. Our goal is to retire a portion of the
bond debt used to finance the school in an effort to get more money into the classrooms,
and reward our incredible instructors. Please join us in donating. Liberty is a qualified
charity so any donation is fully tax deductible.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

JH Winter Dance. Junior-high students, come dance
under the stars tonight, Friday, December 13, 2019
from 6:30 to 9:00PM. This semiformal dance,
presented by the Order of Elysium, is one you won’t
want to miss. Guests are allowed with a completed and
signed guest pass. Tickets will be $7 at lunch and $10
at the door, and snacks will be provided.
Junior-High Semiformal Dress Code:
Men: Dress slacks and button-up shirts are required;

suit coats and ties are recommended. No jeans, T-shirts, or other casual clothing is
allowed.
Women: Dresses must have straps and must be modest (no lower back exposure, no
exposed cleavage or midriffs, no transparent/translucent fabrics unless a Dress-Code
compliant layer is underneath it). Dresses must be no shorter than three inches above
the knee.

HS M ovie Night. High-school students, this Saturday,
December 14 is a Christmas Movie Night from 6:00 to
10:00pm at LCHS. Come hang out, watch "Elf" and "Home
Alone" with your friends, and drink some hot cocoa. It will be
a total blast. Hope to see you all there. Free-Dress-Day
rules apply.

Ugly Sweater Day. On Monday,
December 16th, wear your ugliest ugly
sweater to school to spread holiday
cheer.
No sweaters depicting violence,
glorifying death or violence, alcohol or
drug abuse.

Final-Exam Schedule. Below is the 1st-semester final-exam schedule. Please note the
early dismissal time of 2:45PM on Friday, 12/20/2019. There will be no 9th-hour activities
that afternoon. The shuttle-bus service will run according to the normal schedule.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant

Principal

SAT Practice. As students access their PSAT scores, they will notice that the detailed
score report indicates areas of weakness. Students wanting to practice more for the SAT
can do so by using Khan Academy. This tool can be linked directly with a CollegeBoard
account, which allows personalized practice for a student's strengths and weaknesses.
Khan Academy is free and provides full-length practice tests that can help improve
student scores. As one would expect with an online service of this kind, one of the
benefits for Khan Academy is surely the ability to collect data from its users. So, I
encourage you to take a look at its terms of service and privacy policy and understand
what you are agreeing to before using. To learn more visit.

SAT with Essay. All Liberty juniors will take the SAT on April 14, 2020. As a statemandated assessment, all juniors will be signed up for the SAT without essay but will
have the choice to add the essay by logging into their College Board account from
January 20 - February 18, 2020. Students can reach out to M s. M ichalla Fowler if their
College Board account does not show their SAT School Day Registration by January
20th, 2020. There are relatively few schools that require the essay for admissions. Here
is a list of such colleges and universities.

Second-Semester Schedules. Updated copies of your second-semester schedules will
be distributed by email over the break and will also be available in paper form at the front
office on January 7. The periods of some classes may change compared to what you
saw in August to facilitate balancing sections and other requirements, even if you have
not requested a change to your schedule. See Dr. Robinson with any questions.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Updates About College

Juniors- Class of 2021. Now is the time to start thinking
about some of the steps you need to take in preparation for
colleges. The process can be overwhelming, so it’s a great
idea to break it down step-by-step as you begin your
search. All juniors will start their Junior College Planning
meetings with M rs. Campbell in January. If you would like to
schedule your meeting now, please click on the following link.

Parents are encouraged to schedule a meeting as well. M rs. Campbell will guide
students in the college and scholarship search and assist with applications and essays.

Here are some reliable and helpful search sites.
1. Naviance – College Match
2. www.collegedata.com
3. https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
4. https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

Noteworthy Articles. There are many articles out there
regarding changes in testing, admissions, financial aid
and access for students. Here are a few current and
interesting articles:
University of California Regents Sued for Discriminatory
ACT/SAT Admissions Requirement. CLICK HERE for
more information.
College Board Sued for Predatory Practices, Privacy
Invasion in Selling Student Data
CLICK HERE for more information.
Our federal financial-aid system is needlessly complex and burdensome. Instead of
helping students pursue higher education, it often presents barriers to doing so. The
good news is that the Senate has passed a bipartisan bill (the Future ACT) that would
simplify the process and reduce verification burdens. For more on the Future ACT, click
here.

AST Tip Of The Week
Study Timeline (Part 3). One week before an exam, you should begin creating a study
guide from your notes. This will help you to find missing or confusing information in your
notes so that you can ask final questions in class. This is also a good time to work with a
small group of your peers to review the materials from class and quiz each other. For
your next exam, we encourage you to try meeting with a group from your class
somewhere outside of school that will be relaxing but still productive.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Sat, 12/14, TBD, Away, at Milliken, vs TBD. (Semi and Finals).
8th Basketball
The 8th-grade team lost in the 1st round to Estes Park on Monday, ending its season.
JH Girl's Basketball: 7th- and 8th-grade girls basketball practices begin on Monday, 6
January, 2020.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.

Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS M en's Basketball
Wed, 12/18, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Home, vs Arrupe Jesuit.
HS Women's Basketball
Sat, 12/14, 10AM, Away, vs TBD at Rocky Mountain High School (Varsity Only).
Tue, 12/17, 4:15PM; 5:45PM, Away, at Rocky Mountain High School (C and JV).
Wed, 12/18, 5:30PM; 7PM, Away, at Faith Christian.
Fri, 12/20, 5:30PM; 7PM, at Eagle Ridge Academy.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor

Invest in the Future of Liberty. We have determined the most helpful thing we can do
to support our students and their teachers for the long term is to pay off a big chunk of
our debt which will increase our available cash. Twenty-five years remain on a bond
taken out several years ago to finance expansion costs at both campuses. We want to
pay off the entire debt this year.
Here’s why paying off this debt makes so much sense:
1. It sets a good example for our students.
2. It will save us more than $1.3 million in interest payments.
3. It will free up over $110,000 per year for classroom priorities.
4. It improves our balance sheet so we can dream big about the future.
Our goal is to secure donations of at least $300,000. During this year-end giving season,
we’re counting on you to make Liberty Common School among your highest charitable
priorities. Please commit to invest in the future of Liberty today.
GIVE ONLINE today. Or write a check and mail it in with the reply card enclosed with the
fundraising letter we mailed last week. Make a difference for every student and teacher
today.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Your Brain on Fiction.

By: Annie M arie Paul, MARCH 17, 2012
AMID the squawks and pings of our digital devices, the oldfashioned virtues of reading novels can seem faded, even
futile. But new support for the value of fiction is arriving from
an unexpected quarter: neuroscience.
Brain scans are revealing….(CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 91. Undergarments. Proper
underclothes protect the outer garments
from danger of stain and from perspiration.
They must be easily washed and kept in
repair. Be careful that shoulder-straps are
clean, fresh, and in place."

Alumni Update from Gillian Clouser, LCHS ’19
now attending Yale University in New Haven, CT.

Most Liberty graduates are better prepared to attend an Ivy-League college than most
college freshmen who do, according to LCHS alumna Gillian Clouser who is completing
her first semester at Yale.
Gillian got a visit last Saturday from her former high-school headmaster M r. Schaffer
who sprung for breakfast in exchange for a delightful “Alumni Update” interview
conducted at a 19th -floor restaurant overlooking Yale’s distinctive New Haven campus
(see nearby photo). The 2019 Valedictorian’s sagacious thoughts are of an inspiring,
and insightful nature:
“Liberty was so important in all of my academics, and life. It would be wrong to leave any
of it behind,” she said. “I love Liberty, and all the people I met there, and the connections
I made.”
Gillian said she wants Liberty students to appreciate the remarkable times they’re in. “It is
a good thing to remember that your time from age 18 to 22 is unlike any other in your

life, and so I think you shouldn’t be scared to reach beyond what you know,” she said. “I
know I have really grown, and become a more mature person in the last few months
since I’ve been away from home.”
It’s sweet irony for one, who struggled through high-school chemistry, to now find herself
excelling as a Yale chemistry major with plans for medical school. “Thanks to M iss
M cIrvin (now M rs. Sullivan), I’m more prepared than a lot of other chem-majors are,”
Gillian said with a grateful smile.
She’s even joined a specialized comprehensive chemistry group. “We study quantum
mechanics, organic chemistry, and transition metals and solid states solely. It includes a
chemistry-lab course that meets three times a week for 50 minutes, and the lab is four
hours.”
Gillian is learning at a faster pace than ever before, and churning out more work. She
claims her Liberty training is helping her adapt nicely to an Ivy-League pace. With firstsemester coursework done, final exams are pressing.
Her first college math class taught her to use differential equations to model systems of
biology. “We learn about things like vector fields, and solving other biological problems,”
she said. “It was difficult, but I have learned a lot. M r. Lovely really helped me. His precalculus course stretched my mind further than I knew it could be stretched.”
Gillian tested into Yale’s highest-level Latin course – level five – an accomplishment
feted by only two other freshmen. In a class of mostly juniors and seniors, she covered
Aeneous to Romulus. “We read Virgil, Livy, and Ovid. We read about 150 lines per
day,” she said. “It was really interesting.” Gillian’s mom is LCHS Latin instructor M rs.
Kimberly Clouser.
Gillian took a course in cultural anthropology mainly comparing African culture to
Western civilization. That led to a job as a lab assistant washing, cataloguing, and
organizing 50,000-year-old bones from Malawi; and 1.5-million-year-old specimens from
South Africa. Some bones are humanoid, most from animals that may have been
hunted, and their bones used for tools.
So far, the transition to college has been “incredible.” Gillian has met students from
nearly every walk of life. “The discussions and conversations challenge everything I’ve
learned, and believe,” she said. “In the dining hall, you often walk into deep discussions
about politics, or scientific discoveries, or any academic topic.”
Student-life at Yale is organized somewhat like the LCHS House System. Students reside
in one of thirteen dormitories assigned to distinct House-like “colleges” consisting of 100
freshmen, 100 sophomores, and 100 seniors.
Gillian is assigned to the Timothy Dwight College whose mascot, coincidentally, is the
Red Lion just like her LCHS House Domus Justitiae. “T.D. is really into winning every
intramural-sport competition possible,” she said with Red-Lion pride.
The system eases Yale initiates in finding their place. “I really get along with my
roommate and suitemates – all from throughout the country,” she explained. She lives
among a diversity of students including ones from Ukraine, Japan, Mexico, and
Norway. “You walk around campus and hear so many foreign languages being spoken,”
she said.
Gillian’s biggest surprise? “I knew I’d have to get used to restructuring my academic day,”
she said, “but maybe I didn’t realize how much.” Her classes run anywhere from 10:00AM
to 4:00PM, and the schedule is different each day. “I’ve got activities, labs, jobs, and
service projects that sometimes run from 6:00AM to 10:00PM. There are so many
libraries on campus, it was an initial challenge to find places where I can study best; but
I’ve got that dialed in now.”
“My Liberty work ethic really sticks with me,” Gillian said. “You’d be surprised how many
students here, as accomplished as they are, don’t have the solid study skills we acquire
at Liberty. I also notice interdisciplinary connections in my instruction here more,

because of how well Liberty connects lessons across the school.” For example, she
regularly applies Latin roots learned at Liberty when solving chemistry problems in
college.
Asked which Liberty lessons stand out, Gillian answered, “The whole English department
– M r. D, and M r. Tullius were my most recent teachers. On all of the papers I’ve written
(at Yale), I’ve received really good feedback about my writing. On one paper, the
professor wrote, ‘Very good idiomatic language,’ plus other good feedback, which I feel
would be expected; but, it turns out a lot of other really smart students just didn’t get the
grammar instruction we do at Liberty.”
Gillian’s bearing is confident, poised. “I’m working harder, and learning more, but I’m less
stressed, and sleeping more! I attribute that to Liberty’s emphasis on teaching students
how to be good students, and to teaching us essential knowledge,” she said, indicating
Yale is a good fit.
“It’s academically rigorous, and it’s a fun place to be. The community is vibrant,” she
noted. “There’re always fun activities to do as well. It’s very Liberty-esque, which is what I
was looking for in a college. I owe so much to (LCHS college counselor) M rs. (Diane)
Campbell.”
Gillian’s advice for current Liberty students: “First off,” she asserted, “it does not pay to
be cynical; and, hating on things will only make your experience bad. Group-organized
activities may not seem fun at the time, but looking back, you’ll realize they really are,
and you’ll miss them.”
“Secondly,” citing recent research she’d read, “the amount of sleep you get the night
before an exam is very influential on how well you’ll do. It is always better to give yourself
a cut-off time, maybe 1:00 in the morning; then, just go to bed. The five, or six hours of
sleep you’ll get is better than the extra hour you would have studied at that point. It will
be better for your grade, and also for your general wellbeing.”
Thirdly, Gillian recommends making time for non-academic adventures, especially with
friends. She recently hiked to East Rock where you can see the whole Yale campus, and
out to the Atlantic Ocean. She went to the Harvard-Yale football game, an annual
spectacle with its own set of traditions, some going back over 200 years; and, she plans
on road-tripping to Cambridge next year with friends for the rematch.
She remarked on how Connecticut’s two-and-a-half months of fall colors stands in
glorious contrast to the normal week or two for Colorado aspens. “Plus, the colors are
much better. There are lots more varieties of trees,” she added.
“It’s gorgeous here.” Go Bulldogs!

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

News Worth Repeating
Loveland Classical School Holiday Fair. Loveland Classical will be holding its firstannual Holiday Fair this year on Dec 14 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. There will be lots of
crafts, food, and treats to enjoy. It would be wonderful for the Liberty Common School
community to enjoy the event and show support for our creative sister school in
Loveland. CLICK HERE for more information.

M ath Tutor List. Need a Tutor? We’ve got a list for you. LCHS math instructor M rs.
M cAllister is compiling a list of math-wiz student tutors from LCHS. If you are in need of
a mathematics tutor, email M rs. M cAllister. Specify what grade level or math class the
tutoring is for, and she will reply with a list of available high-school math tutors.

Upcoming M athematics Competitions. The American Mathematics Competitions
(AMC) 10 and AMC 12 are both 25-question, 75-minute, multiple-choice examinations in
high-school mathematics designed to promote the development of problem-solving skills.
The AMC 10 is for students in 10th grade and below, and the AMC 12 is for students in
12th grade or below. These competitions are administered around the country on
Thursday, January 30, 2020. The AMC 10/12 provide an opportunity for high-school
students to develop positive attitudes towards analytical thinking and mathematics that
can assist in future careers. It’s the first in a series of competitions leading to the
International Mathematics Olympiad. If interested in competing in the AMC 10 or 12, and
possibly attaining mathematical glory (and scholarships) in the Mathematics Olympiad,
email M rs. M cAllister to register. Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis, so
sign up today before the spots fill up. The competition will be held on Thursday, January
30 from 2:50-4:15pm in LCHS’s Euclid Room.

M id-Year Transcripts. This is a reminder seniors, that after this semester many of your
colleges may require you to send your first-semester grades. Make sure you are aware
of which colleges require these updates as M rs. Campbell will need to send your
transcript in January. Mid-year requests are available in the College Center in the Pnyx.

PSAT Scores and Results Session. Congratulations, juniors, on an excellent set of
PSAT scores. Your scores will be available on December 10th through your
CollegeBoard account. If you have not yet created an account, you should consider
doing so as it will be helpful for SAT and AP scores in the coming years. See M s.
M ichalla Fowler if you need assistance navigating that process. We will host a results
session on January 9th during 9th hour to help students understand their overall score,
ranking, and subscores by different categories. At that meeting, we will have a detailed
paper score report for students as well.

Intent-to-Return for Parents of 8th Graders. Check your mail in the next couple of
weeks for an intent-to-return letter to help us determine if your 8th-grade student will be
returning with us for high school. Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need
to fill out this intent to return in order to claim a seat in the 9th-grade class. The deadline
is January 17, 2020, but it would be helpful to have that information sooner if
possible. See me with any questions.

Plagiarism and Cheating Admonishment. As the semester draws to a close, it is
important for students to reflect on the benefits of an honest and honorable approach to
their academic endeavors. There have been moments in the past at this time of year
when students have made moral compromises stemming from a lack of preparedness or
unhealthy ambitions which have resulted in academic and disciplinary consequences. I
want to take a moment to remind students to be extra vigilant with regard to exercising
academic integrity, and to encourage parents to consider addressing these issues at
home before students find themselves in the midst of temptation at school. Also, below is
a brief description of the school’s definition of plagiarism as well as the school policy on
how such situations are handled. Best wishes to all students as they strive to complete
their coursework in an exemplary and noble fashion.
Plagiarism, as defined by the English department, means presenting the work (ideas,
words, phrasings, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone else as if it were your own.
Any thoughts or language not your own and not common knowledge needs to have been
properly cited (according to MLA format). A student must give credit to the originality of

others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever:
1. Directly quoting another person’s actual words, whether oral or written;
2. Using another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories;
3. Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, whether oral or written;
4. Borrowing facts, statistics, or illustrative material; or
5. Offering materials assembled or collected by others in the form of projects or
collections without acknowledgement. [i]
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s words or ideas as though
they were your own) are serious offenses that violate the mutual trust that is essential to
the educational process. They will not be tolerated, excused, or overlooked. Students
caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment and be
referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
________________________________________
[i] Definition and parameters of plagiarism derived from the Indiana University website.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are
interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Upcoming Trips
M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

WWII Europe Trip. LCHS men’s soccer coach, M r.
Cyrus Salehi will be leading a WWII trip in June 2020 to
London, Normandy, Paris, and Berlin. If any LCHS
students are interested in attending with a group from
Resurrection Christian School, please email Coach
Salehi.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three
years, Liberty Common Headmaster, and former
Member of the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully
utilizes his Former-Member privileges to get students,
and parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S.
Capitol normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up
visits with high-power political figures. The next
Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break
2021. No registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your
2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous
excursion (2018).

Board of Directors

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec 19th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 or email
lchsattendance@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED
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