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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

This week is Kendrick Castillo week at LCS.
This week is Kendrick Castillo Week at LCS. Kendrick
Castillo was a high-school senior in Highlands Ranch,
Colorado, who, on May 7, 2019 rushed a gunman who
entered his school. Though fatally shot, Castillo’s heroic
actions incapacitated the gunman, leaving Castillo as the
only student who died. Kendrick Castillo laid down his own
life for the sake of his friends, and classmates. Kendrick
stands as a towering example of heroism, bravery, and
love. CLICK HERE.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Meeting of the Minds
Welcome to a brand-new school year. If all goes according to plan, this will be Liberty
Common School’s best year yet. So, what’s the plan?
This newsletter – Liberty Common Sense – is the central point of communication within
our school community. It gets sent out via email every Friday, and gives every Liberty
parent, student, and instructor a clear view of the exciting path ahead.
Liberty is hitting its stride as a high-performance, mature, public school with lots going
on. This can make Liberty Common Sense seem occasionally bulky. Though we’ll aim for
brevity, we typically have lots of exciting events on the horizon, and heaps of
accomplishments worthy of memorializing in this newsletter.
Plus, we include weekly essays sharing thoughts and opinions from our Board of
Directors, administrators, and instructors. These writings are intended to galvanize the
school’s instructional philosophy, explain why we do what we do, and share our
revolutionary plan for academic success.
The clever newsletter title casts an historic nod to the influential colonial pamphleteer
Thomas Paine whose Common Sense tract coalesced revolutionary ideas – an
American meeting of the minds – that roused common people to uncommon acts of valor,
ultimately achieving national independence.
Please make a habit of reading this important weekly newsletter. It’s the chief planning
guide for Liberty’s best year yet. If it’s really important, it will always be communicated in
Liberty Common Sense.

All-Liberty News
Shuttle Transportation. The bus that runs from the elementary to the high-school for
pick-up will be running the first day of school August 26th, departing LCS at 3:10PM.

Lunch Ordering. Lunch service will begin Sept. 9th. Please send your student with sack
lunches until then. Order school lunches by CLICKING HERE. We have great
restaurants delivering fresh, hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1PM the day
before so you still have plenty of time.

Liberty Parent On PSD’s “DAC.” Good news for Liberty Common and all area charter
schools: Liberty mom M s. Angela Hunsinger was recently appointed to serve on PSD’s
District Accountability Committee. DACs are established by state law and are responsible
for advising school boards on such things as budget priorities, district performance,
assessment tools for teacher evaluations, and general academic growth. Hunsinger is a
mother of 6th , 8th , and 10th graders attending Liberty. Professionally, she works fulltime
at MCR in labor and delivery while also attending Front Range completing a degree in
surgical technology. Born in New Zealand, she, along with LCHS Spanish instructor M rs.
Paulina Dietrich, became a US citizen at the 2016 ceremony held in the LCHS
Colosseum. Little did she know then that her kids would soon be students here.

LCHS Class of 2020 is #1. Colorado’s main predicter of college success is the SAT, an
assessment taken annually by all public, high-school juniors. The results came in over
the summer; and, last week, the Colorado Department of Education released rankings
showing the incoming Liberty Common High School senior class is the state’s most
college-ready cohort. This is the second year in a row LCHS seniors scored #1 in the
state. In fact, in LCHS’s entire history, and out of the state’s 644 high schools, LCHS has
never ranked lower than #3. Last year’s LCHS Class of 2019 broke the all-time state SAT
record. This year’s LCHS Class of 2020 surpassed its nearest competitor by an
incredible 43 points. CLICK HERE to link to a local news story featuring our LCHS
seniors’ academic championship. Per Aspera ad Astra indeed – Go Eagles!

Health Information. As we enter a new school year, please remember all student
medication authorization forms, immunization exemptions, and health care action plans
need to be updated annually. You can find all the form listed on the schools website
under health forms here. Please contact M rs. Dybzinski our school nurse with any
questions.

FBLA Conference. LCHS sophomore Amelia M acy and her mom
spent five days this summer in San Antonio at the FBLA national
conference. She competed in parliamentary procedure and did really
well. She placed 4th in the entire nation. CLICK HERE to watch a
video of her on stage.

Future Liberty Student. Fletcher James Rickers, 7 lbs 8
oz, 20.5 inches came into our world on June 16, 2019.
Fletcher is the son of Becky Rickers, Liberty Common
Communications Specialist. Welcome Fletcher, LCHS Class
of 2038!

Welcome Jonathan Ray Deitrick, son of
Zachary and Paulina, who was born, on May
30th, 2019. Ever since his birth, he has been
making his momma pay for all the jokes she
plays on her students by not letting her
sleep...ever! Jonathan, LCHS Class of '38,
has truly lived up to his name and he has
been a gift from God to his whole family, the
blood related one and the heart related one.
Welcome to the family little Eaglet!

Join FFL Robotics. What is the Liberty FLL Robotics
program all about? (Hint: Fun with STEM) What are
the age ranges? (Hint: 9-14) Who can participate?

(Hint: 4th grade - 8th grade). Come to an information
meeting Friday, August 30th from 3:15PM – 4PM at
LCS to find out more. See posters for room location.
CLICK HERE to complete and application, and CLICK
HERE for answers to frequently asked questions.

Charter Support Grows, Opposition Intensifies. Nearly half of Americans say they
support the formation of charter schools, according to Education Next’s annual public
opinion poll, out this week — a sizable jump from just two years ago. But, as support for
charters has rebounded in recent years, opposition has also grown stronger. Who’s for,
who’s against? CLICK HERE.

Charter Students M ore Likely To Vote, Contribute. A recent study attempts to trace
charter schools’ effects beyond the classroom to issues such as voting, and criminal
behavior. More: CLICK HERE.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Aug 26 | First Day of School.
Aug 29 | Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.
Aug 30 | School Photos by Skillman | Free Dress Day.
Aug 30 | HS Autograph Dance | 7:30-10:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Sep 2 | Labor Day- No School.
Sep 4 | Open Campus Lunch | Juniors and Seniors.
Sep 5 | Back-To- School Night, LCHS, 6:30PM.
Sep 14 | Liberty 2 Liberty 5K | 8:30AM | LCS to LCHS.
Sep 23 | Public-Information Night, LCS 6:30PM.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Sep 29 | Public-Information Night, LCHS 6:30PM.
Oct 11-12 | Homecoming Weekend.
Oct 16 | PSAT Test Juniors.
Oct 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, No School.
CLICK HERE for the school calendar.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Sept. 2 | Labor Day
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 27-29 |Thanksgiving
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day
March 16-20 |Spring Break
April 10 | Good Friday
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

From Mr. Lovely and Mr. Churchill, Principals

Dear LCHS Community,
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year.
We officially begin classes in just three short days, but on many levels it feels as though
we are already underway. The hallways are nearly alive with the sounds of school
approaching. The faculty, staff, and student leaders have been feverishly preparing over
the summer to make this school year the best year in the history of LCHS. Many have
been in and out of the building working on training programs, curriculum, summer
courses, room arrangements, orientations, and other projects to get ready to hit the
ground running with the rest of the student body on Monday, August 26, 2019.
Tonight's Torch Trek (beginning at 5:45PM at LCS for students, and 7:00PM at LCHS for
parents) will be one result of such planning. Senior School Captains Gordy Brooks and
Isabella Nielsen have a magnificent celebration planned to start the year with delicious
food, cool games, an inspirational guest speaker, fire pits, vibrant music, and a
meaningful ceremony. This will be a Torch Trek for the ages.
Speaking of our seniors: Congratulations to Liberty’s Class of 2020 upon achieving a
sky-high SAT mean score of 1315 – the highest in Colorado for the second year in a
row! Earning college-readiness test scores that consistently place our seniors at the top
in the state is a sustained historic record and a huge distinction that opens college doors
for all of Liberty’s students.
With so many successes to celebrate around Liberty, it’s easy to under-appreciate the
magnitude of Liberty’s SAT accomplishment. And, while the incoming seniors deserve the
heft of credit for the yeoman’s work they’ve done preparing themselves for college
success, these seniors would be the first to credit their parents and teachers going all
the way back to kindergarten.
The mighty Class of 2020 is setting the tone for the entire high school and junior high.
They’ve come up with a class motto intended to inspire all students, staff and parents
alike: PER ASPERA AD ASTRA – Through Hardships to the Stars. Student leaders have
already posted these words in every classroom and throughout the school.
It’s more than just a nice motto. Liberty scholars have established solid credibility to
make such a motto bigger than mere words. Starting off the 2019-2020 school year, for
the tenth year in a row, with top-tier college-readiness scores, is the perfect context for
an ambitious and festive year of learning.
We have a few new instructors, and big plans for the year on which we will elaborate in
this same spot in subsequent newsletters. But for today, the big news is all about our
fabulous students returning to school for another year of hard work and academic
success. Oh, they’ll have a ton of fun, too.
Many great feats will be accomplished this year, but the greatest and most profound of

all of them will be the progress made in each scholar's educational journey. Our faculty
and staff is fully aligned with the academic vision, mission, and philosophy of the school,
standing reading to help students understand and be inclined toward truth, beauty,
goodness and perfection.
Thank you for choosing to educate your kids at Liberty Common School and for
supporting this thriving and dynamic revolution in public education. The entire staff and I
are blessed and honored by your trust, your confidence, your partnership, and most of
all, by your children.
See you tonight,
Torgun Lovely, LCHS Principal

Welcome back to Liberty Common School! I hope everyone has a relaxing summer
recharging for the new year. We are so excited to have kids back in their seats ready to
learn. This is going to be a great year. The teachers have been working hard to prepare
for the coming year and I am happy to say, “We are READY!”
Last week, the administrative team conducted new-staff training. This week was packed
full of Liberty philosophy and conversations about the benefits of Core Knowledge. We
feel confident our new staff will hit the ground running this week. Liberty does an amazing
job hiring the best teachers. M rs. Stoltzfus and I look forward to coaching our staff at
Liberty over the coming years helping them be the best they can be. Please check out
the new staff bios in this week’s Common Sense to learn more about our new teachers
and teacher assistants.

All this week, returning staff joined us for even more professional development. This
year, we are renewing our “Core Knowledge School of Distinction” designation with the
National Core Knowledge Foundation. The week was focused on school-wide goal
setting and Core Knowledge calibration. Now is the time to take a deeper look at all the
skills and content taught, and make sure we are teaching with fidelity. Each year, the
staff play a big part in these yearlong goals and assist in any instructional improvements
that need to be made. Their expertise and unwavering commitment to making Liberty the
best school is crystal clear.
As a National Core Knowledge trainer, I conducted a “Meaningful Instruction” workshop
to the elementary and junior-high school. This training covered topics about lesson-plan
designing the Core Knowledge way. Teachers received a refresher course on writing
objectives, creating high quality assessments, and crafting meaningful activities. Ask any
teacher about the training, and they can fill you in on the engaging 2-day workshop to
sharpen their teaching skills.
Today, Liberty teachers attended the first ever “Classical Symposium.” This symposium
was attended by other classical schools along the Front Range. M r. Lovely and I have
been meeting with other classical-school leaders to develop this symposium. Our staff
met today with other classical-school educators to grow and develop a better

understanding of the classical approach to teaching. We are very excited to take the
lead on this new venture to increase awareness of a liberal-arts, classical education
within our state.
Finally, we thank you. As parents, we appreciate your overwhelming support. Thanks for
attending our annual Back-to-School Social last Thursday. It was great seeing everyone
in the gym. The noise level and energy was a great indicator there are a lot of excited
kids and parents. Please remember that our Back-to-School night (parents only) is
Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm in the LCS gymnasium. We look forward to spending time
meeting with you, going over curriculum maps, and general school-wide and classroom
procedures. We hope you can all make it.
Thank you for supporting and encouraging your children to complete summer
packets. As an agency-education institution, we acknowledge the right and responsibility
of parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children. Your guidance and
support in encouraging and helping your children with the completion of these summer
academics is a great example of our philosophy in action. We are here to assist you in
your children’s education. Please know that our doors are always open throughout the
year.
We are all looking forward to another great school year!

High School Newsworthy Notices

Alumna Turns Senator. Congratulations
to M adisson Webb (LCHS ’18) who,
earlier this month, became the newest
senator for Grand Canyon University’s
Student Government Association. The
GCU sophomore is thriving in her
academic studies on the gorgeous
Phoenix, AZ campus, and is boldly adding
student-life leadership to her resume and
general profile of high achievement. Go
Lopes!

LCHS ’18 alumna Madisson Webb poses
with her former LCHS “Principles of
Liberty” instructor, Mr. Schaffer. Webb is
a student senator at Grand Canyon
University in Phoenix.

CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.
First Week 9th-Hour Schedule. There will be House and Order meetings throughout
the first week of school during 9th hour instead of extracurricular and extra-help/studyhall sessions. The regular 9th-hour schedule will be published in next week's issue of
Liberty Common Sense. On Thursday, during 9th hour, there will be a club-showcase
assembly for junior-high students so they can learn about the fun extracurricular clubs
meeting during 9th hour throughout the year. On Friday, August 30th during 9th hour,
there will be a similar club-showcase assembly for high-school students.

School Supplies Available. If your student is in need of a school backpack and
supplies, please stop by the front office to inquire. We received a generous donation
from CSU.

Back-To-School Night. All LCHS parents should plan to attend Back-To-School Night
Thursday, September 5, 2019 from 6:30PM – 8:30PM here at the high school. Bring your
student’s schedule. You will be tracing your student’s steps, meeting his/her instructors,
and hearing a brief overview of instructional objectives for the year.

School-Photo Forms. Please bring your Skillman photo orders to picture day Friday,
Aug 30th. Students will be getting their pictures taken throughout the school day. CLICK
HERE for more information. It is a free-dress day. Free-dress day rules apply.

Calling All Theatre Parents. The school year is
upon us, and so begins the 2019-2020 season of
the Liberty Common Theatre. This year, the
elementary and high school theatre programs will
be hosting a combined parent information night on
Mon 9 Sep 2019 at 6:30 PM in the Great Hall at
Liberty Common High School. We will announce
this season's shows for both schools, explain our
direction for the program, and seek volunteers to
help with our shows. We can't wait to see you.

Student-Vehicle Registration. If you drive a vehicle to school, please print out this
form, fill it out, and return to M r. Knab. Additional forms are outside of The Praetorium
door.

Student Directory Opt-Out Form. Please print and sign this form for your student if
you would like to Opt-out from the school-wide directory. Return this form to the front
office

Honor Roll. Congratulations to Liberty’s 2018-2019 Semester 2 Honor Roll Scholars.
CLICK HERE to view the list of the students.

Yearbook Ordering. The 2019-2020 Yearbook is on
sale with a special free icon offer until August 30th. Don’t
miss this opportunity to get the official story of the entire
school year. Reserve your copy on-line today. If you
order personalization with your book for $6, you get 4
icons free. Questions: Contact M rs. Clouser.

Join Yearbook Staff, Class. Do you want to have a
meaningful memento of your senior year? Yearbook
Class is a three-credit elective which meets three days
per week – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
during Zero Hour, or 9th-Hour (plus 15 minutes). Tuesday
mornings are mandatory. You will learn the fundamentals
of graphic design, photo-journalism, and produce Liberty’s yearbook. Questions: Contact
M rs. Clouser.

New Liberty Staff. Following are introductions to the new instructors who have joined
our faculty in the 2019-2020 school year.
M r. Andrew Wallace was fresh to the music scene as a 5thgrader when he began singing in Centennial Children’s Choir,
based in Fort Collins. From there, at Ridgeview Classical School,
he nurtured his passion, going on to sing in musicals and choir
throughout junior-high and high school. He then pursued a
Bachelor of the Arts degree in music from Colorado State
University, where he continued his love for performing in the

university’s opera performances, and by being a part of Chamber
Choir. After graduating in May of 2018, Andrew found his next
current musical endeavors with his involvement in a professional
acapella group called Collide Vocals, and in Anima Chamber
Ensemble. It is with much excitement that he now joins our
professional faculty here at Liberty Common High School. In his
free time, Andrew enjoys running, spending time with his friends,
and serving on the leadership team in the youth group at his
church.

Cyndi Powers, Dean of Study, has been working with children
and families for over 30 years. She is entering her 5th year at a
charter school. Her passion is to empower students to learn from
every opportunity in life and achieve excellence along their
journey. Her professional experiences include teaching special
education, and being an independent-living consultant for
juveniles in out-of-home placements. She embraces any
opportunity to be outdoors assisting her husband on their 40alpaca farm, hiking in the mountains, cross country skiing, and
spending time at their family cabin in Wyoming. She is excited to
be proctoring in the Acropolis study hall, and adding a layer of
support for students.
LCHS’s new assessment coordinator, M iss M ichalla Fowler,
graduated from Colorado State University with a bachelor’s degree
in English. After working in CSU’s Mathematics Department while
attending classes, she continued to apply her administrative work
in multiple roles that led her to being the operations manager of a
transportation company. Her dream is to complete a Master’s
program in library, science, and technology to make her way to
becoming a librarian. She looks forward to getting married in
February 2020.
LCHS’s new science and math instructor, M r. John Parsons,
graduated from University of Colorado-Boulder with a degree in
chemistry. After a short stint in the pharmaceutical industry in
Kansas City, he began a 26-year career with the Hach Company in
Loveland working as a chemist, and later as a technical
instructor. After leaving corporate life to pursue a second career as
a teacher, he pursued a dream and hiked half the Appalachian Trail
in the fall of 2018. He lives in Loveland with his wife Joni, two
golden retrievers, and has two children currently attending
college. He is passionate about reading, cooking (and eating),
hiking, skiing, teaching, canoeing, and rafting.
LCHS’s new history instructor, M r. Andrew Ketcham,
earned both his B.A. (philosophy and history) and his
M.A. (history) from The University of Texas at Austin. His
graduate studies focused on medieval European history
with a research emphasis on Anglo-Saxon legal
history. He is very excited to join the Liberty Common
faculty after moving to Fort Collins from Florida where he
taught community-college history. Outside of academic
pursuits, Andrew enjoys hiking, camping, powerlifting,
martial arts, and watching Longhorns football. Liberty
Common School provides an unparalleled educational environment and Andrew is elated
for an opportunity to contribute to the intellectual development of Liberty’s young
scholars.
LCHS’s new seventh-grade English instructor, M rs. Renee

Perschau, has been involved with Liberty Common School
both personally and professionally for many years, and she’s
excited about this new beginning at the high school. She
studied radio-television-film at Texas Christian University and
received a post-baccalaureate degree in education from
Southwest Texas State University. She worked as a radio
news reporter in Austin, Texas and has taught junior-high and
high-school English in Texas, Missouri, and Arizona. For the
past four years, Ms. Perschau has enjoyed being a teacher’s
aide at Liberty Common School. She loves spending time
hiking, backpacking, and skiing with her husband and three
children. She also enjoys reading, writing short stories, and
running.
M s. M egan Burgess, is thrilled to be joining the staff
and community at Liberty Common School this upcoming
fall as an Academic Support Resource Instructor. She
graduated with her chemistry degree from the University
of Delaware and holds her Master’s in science education
from Montana State University. She has taught middleschool and high-school math and science for 14 years
and absolutely loves helping students to succeed. She
recently moved from the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area, where she specialized in supporting students
diagnosed with various learning disabilities to reach their
full potential in the classroom. For her graduate-school
capstone project, she wrote and produced supplemental tutorial videos to assist students
diagnosed with ADHD in the chemistry classes. When she’s not supporting students, she
enjoys paddle boarding, traveling, volleyball, and singing her favorite tunes. She also
loves using her chemistry skills to whip up tasty meals! Ms. Burgess is excited for the
opportunity to serve the students at Liberty and to empower them to reach their personal
and academic goals. Go Eagles!
M s. Brandi Demmer is excited to be joining the staff at Liberty as
a Paraprofessional on the Academic Support Team. She grew up
here in Fort Collins and attended Colorado State University. She
has a degree in economics and minor in business. Since
graduating CSU she has been working in PSD at the elementary
level as a special-education paraprofessional. Ms. Demmer loves
running outside, hiking, biking, and anything active. She also
enjoys reading in her free time, baking, and spending as much time
as possible with family, and friends. She is excited about a new role
working with older students and supporting them in their life and
learning.

Peru Spring Break M arch 2020. Peru: Cuzco, Machu
Picchu and Lake Titicaca – March 2020. M rs. Jean
Bradley will be taking a group of students on a
customized 11-day, all-inclusive, trip to Peru.There will be
an informational meeting and opportunity to enroll on
Thursday, September 12, at 6:30PM in the Mendel Room
(205B). There is limited space available on a first-come,
first-served basis for this opportunity. Your child will have
the opportunity to learn about the language, culture, art, and cuisine of this amazing
country, all while having lots of fun and growing in confidence, curiosity, and
independence. CLICK HERE to see the itinerary and learn more about enrollment. Email
your questions to M rs. Bradley.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Student-Life Events and Announcements. Welcome to the 2018-2019 school
year. Each week in this section, students and parents will find announcements and
updates regarding student-life events run by the House System, Order System, Key
Club, Ambassadors, and many others. In addition to student-life announcements, there
will be information from time to time regarding Lyceums, character education, student
policies, fieldtrips, and much, much more. If you have any questions regarding
information posted in this section, please contact the person mentioned in the
announcement, or feel free to email M rs. Kearney directly.

Observe Traffic Laws Around LCHS. If you are dropping off your student on Custer
Dr. please keep the following in mind.
Pull all the way forward in the drop-off lane (gaps in front of your car mean more
families are waiting to unload behind you).
Students should be ready to exit their vehicles when the car is stopped. (This is
not time to sit and talk about what is for dinner or finish homework).
All students should exit the vehicle on the curb side.
If there is a parent that has to get out of the car to help a student with items in the
vehicle, this is not that lane. The student-parking lot, or side-street parking are
proper locations to organize your drop off.
No U-Turns.
No jaywalking. Drivers, don’t promote student jaywalking by picking up or dropping
off passengers from lanes opposite the LCHS property.
Use crosswalks. Legal, safe street crossings occur only at designated crosswalks.
Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.
No left turn on Custer Dr., (eastbound); or at Kansas Dr. (northbound).
These and other traffic laws are too-frequently ignored during pickup and drop-offs. For
the safety of our students, please adhere to local traffic laws and to our pickup and dropoff guidance. Please CLICK HERE to view it.
If time is required for anything longer than to just drop off a student, consider dropping
students off in the student parking lot (northeast corner of the school). Particularly if
there is a bike, musical instrument, or large student project that is being unloaded. This
location would also be good for beginning drivers with permits that need to change
places with their parent after they get dropped off.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

Schedule Changes. Students seeking a schedule-change need to have any alterations
finalized by Friday, August 30. Any class dropped after Friday will display a WF on a

student's transcript. Please note that schedule change requests may be denied based
on registration numbers in certain classes, balance, prerequisites, and other relevant
policies. Email Dr. Robinson to discuss any proposed changes.

AP Changes. The CollegeBoard has made a number of changes to the AP-registration
process this year. Please be aware students will need to register for their exams by
November 1 this year, rather than during spring semester. Prices remain unchanged,
with a normal exam costing $94. The link to pay the registration fees will appear in this
space in future editions of Liberty Common Sense.

PSAT Scheduled. The PSAT/NMSQT exam will be given to all juniors on October
16. This important exam is the best way to practice for the full SAT in the spring, and is
also the exam that qualifies students for the National Merit Scholar program. Please plan
around that date by avoiding travel and out-of-school appointments. There will be limited
spaces available for younger students who wish to take the exam. If interested in that
possibility, please email our assessment coordinator, M ichalla Fowler, for
details. Please note only juniors may qualify for the National Merit Scholarships.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

Seniors Class of 2020. Parents of all seniors are encouraged to attend one of two
session offered during Back-to-School Night on Sept. 5th. This session is geared toward
parents of seniors to learn about important college/scholarship/financial aid deadlines
such as transcript, application, scholarships and more. See you in the Great Hall. First
Session: 5:45PM- 6:15PM, Second Session 7:00PM- 7:30PM.

Summer Senior Update. If you missed the Senior Update, Click here for helpful
information about transcripts, dates, applications and more.

Senior M andatory M eeting. There is a mandatory meeting for seniors during 9th hour
on September 10th in the Great Hall. Seniors will hear about important application and
scholarship deadlines and upcoming graduation details.

College Planning Appointments with M rs. Campbell. Do you have questions about
ACT/SAT testing, college planning, scholarships, financial aid or other burning questions
about college? Please schedule time to meet with me. I am available for all grade level
student and parents to discuss college search and planning. Please feel free to schedule
a time here on my calendar. All seniors will have a mandatory senior meeting during the
first month of school with Mrs. Campbell regarding their post-graduate plans.

Colleges and Universities visiting LCHS. Fall is a very
busy time for college-admissions reps who are visiting
hundreds of high schools. We are thrilled that so many
wonderful colleges have selected LCHS as their top school

to visit. College visits are a great opportunity for students
to learn more about potential colleges that may be a good
academic and financial fit. Students need to pick up a pass
from the college center in the Pnyx to attend. All visits are
held in the college center. CLICK HERE for updated list.

AST Tip Of The Week
Welcome Back. It is never too early to get organized. Come by one of the AST
classrooms during 9th hour this week for models of organizational techniques or simply
for a space to get prepared for the semester.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

New M en’s Varsity Basketball Head Coach. Julius Philpot accepted the Head
Coaching position at Liberty Common High School. He currently is an instructor with
React Fast Hoops. He was also a top selectee for the All Air Force basketball team in
2013, and a top selectee at (2) G-League tryouts. He is recognized not only for his
athletics, but academics. Coach Philpot is an eight-year veteran of the United States Air
Force. Along with coaching, he is pursuing his education at Colorado State University
where he is earning his fourth degree in Psychology. Julius is currently coaching the
Boys 17U State 38 Basketball team.
Swimming. Coach Rob Huey is the new swim coach for the new Liberty Eagles swim
teams. The women’s season is in the winter, the men’s in the spring. Students who have
ever taken swim lessons will find this is the sport for them. There is an interest meeting
for all interested swimmers on Sept.19th during lunch. Coach Huey is counting on seeing
you there.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Cross Country
Thur, 8/29, 4PM, Away, at Valley.
JH Soccer
Wed, 8/28, 4PM, Away, at Lincoln.
7th Volleyball
Mon, 8/26, 4PM, Away, at Valley.
Wed, 8/28, 4PM, Home, vs Weld Central.
8th Volleyball
Mon, 8/26, 4PM, Home, vs Valley.
Wed, 8/28, 4PM, Away, at Weld Central.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th).

Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Horner (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Fri, 8/23, 10AM, Away, Cheyenne Mountain Stampede, at Norris Penrose, C-Springs.
Fri, 8/30, 2PM, Away, Horizon Invitational, Riverdale Regional Park, Brighton.
HS Soccer
Nothing this week.
HS Volleyball
Nothing this week.
LCS Eagles Lead In Sportsmanship. The Liberty Common School Athletic
Department, and Athletic Director M r. Dan Knab are credited this week in the Colorado
media with originating a new statewide pro-sportsmanship campaign launched by the
Colorado High School Activities Association. Please CLICK HERE to read “The Greeley
Tribune’s” feature story on the campaign; AND HERE to see CHSAA’s writeup. Go
Eagles!
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Affiliate Donations. Liberty is a partner with several organizations that give back to
Liberty while you shop. Please consider participating in one or all of these programs:
Amazon Smile. AmazonSmile is a
simple and automatic way for you
to support Liberty every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When
you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the same low prices,

vast selection and convenient
shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the added
bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price
back to Liberty.
Simply go
to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

King Soopers. You shop for groceries and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers
Loyalty account and you can pay for your groceries with
the payment method of your choice. To participate, follow
these steps:
1. Visit http://www.kingsoopers.com,
2. Click on Savings & Rewards, then select
Community Rewards in the menu,
3. Log-in or create an account,
4. Search for Liberty Common School,
5. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a
percentage of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Box Tops for Education. Hundreds of grocery products that you know and love are a
part of this program and it is easier than ever to participate.

1. Download the Box Tops for Education app to your phone.
2. Create an account and select Liberty Common School as your school.
3. Buy Box Tops Products. Look for the Box Tops for Education Logo on hundreds of
products you know and love.
4. Scan your receipt into the Box Tops app by snapping a photo of your receipt within 14
days of purchase.
5. That’s it.

M orning Fresh Dairy. Collect bottle caps from your
dairy products and drop them off at the elementary school
campus. Then Morning Fresh gives back to our school.
Simple.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 75. The Informal Party.
‘Let’s have a party!’ ‘Fine, I’ll telephone to
mother. I am sure she will invite us to come
to our house.’ Everyone likes to go to a
party. If you are friendly and hospitable, you
like to give a party too.
"A party does not need to be a big
prearranged affair with an orchestra and elaborate refreshments. Usually, the
most fun is had at the little informal gatherings, where the girl hostess, or boy
host, knows how to make everyone have a good time. That is what makes a party.
Everyone must have a good time.
"Having invited guests to your home, you are responsible for their happiness
during their stay in your home. Be thoughtful of their likes and wishes, and avoid
quarrels and hurt feelings.”

Alumni Update from Cole Goeltl LCHS '19 attending
Creighton University in Omaha, NE

This blog post was written by Cole Goeltl, and was published by the National Alliance for
Public Charter Schools in celebration of charter-school graduates across the country
and their achievements.
Although many people are familiar with Liberty Common High School’s proud legacy of
academic excellence and recent athletic achievements, what stands out the most to me—
not just the accolades we boast such as the 1322 SAT state record or the undefeated
20-0 soccer record—is the people.

Making the transition from junior high to high school was intimidating. However, from the
moment I arrived at Liberty, I had seniors introducing themselves and asking what my
passions were. Having seniors that genuinely care about helping new freshman
succeed is rare at many schools. But Liberty’s house system divides the student body
into five groups, where all grade levels are mixed together to grow as one. Having
upperclassmen become friends and mentors for underclassmen is commonplace at
Liberty and incredibly valuable.
It is expected that school faculty care about their students, but Liberty faculty truly go
above and beyond. Every year at Liberty, teachers not only chaperone school dances,
but host game nights, movie nights, and our “lock-in.” Liberty faculty enable us to
perform at our best within the classroom, but also outside of the classroom as they often
bring their families to cheer us on after school at school performances and sporting
events.
When I wanted to start a Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) chapter at Liberty,
M r. Skerjanec and M rs. Campbell offered to be advisors on top of their already
insanely busy schedules. M rs. M cAllister offered to chaperone our chapter for state
competitions. Another staff member Dr. Penning generously offered to be the advisor
for FBLA after I graduate, even though he just completed his first year at Liberty. From
M r. Lunn who has taught jazz band countless times at 6:45 a.m. to M rs. Lannen who
has inspired countless girls at my school to pursue their passion for engineering to M rs.
Karr who has provided countless smiles and words of encouragement to Liberty kids in
the hallways—teachers like these truly make the difference at Liberty.
While the strong bonds between Liberty’s students and faculty give me incredible hope
for the future of education, what inspires me the most is how Liberty’s walls extend far
beyond our campus and how students never truly leave even when they graduate as
they continue to contribute to the Liberty community.
Among our many school traditions during the month of November, we not only welcome
over 700 grandparents of Liberty students to experience a day in the life of their
grandchildren, but we also collect over 20,000 cans to assist struggling members of our
community—despite having fewer than 600 students at our 7th through 12th grade
campus. Beyond our schoolwide traditions, when tragedy strikes the Liberty community
goes above and beyond to help, including last year when we raised over $17,000 for a
graduate battling Stage 4 renal cell carcinoma cancer.
Although Liberty cannot claim all the credit for developing such an incredible family of
students and faculty, I can say with confidence that I could not have asked for a better
school to have called home for the past thirteen years. Yes, Liberty has taught me the
rules of grammar and mathematics, but more importantly, the people of Liberty have
shown me what it means to truly care for others and possess our capstone virtue of
wisdom.

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Upcoming Trips
M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to high-

school students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

2020 European Trip. Participate in a 2020 trip to
Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. Price will be going
up May 1st so take advantage of the lower price.
Contact M r. Tullius or M r. Seiple for more
information. CLICK HERE for more

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meetings- August 29th, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email
hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 or email
lchsattendance@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED
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