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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA Through Hardships to the Stars
Class of 2020 School Motto

Next week is Louis Armstrong week at LCHS.
Louis Armstrong was an American jazz trumpeter
and singer who was one of the most influential
figures in jazz and American music. Renowned for
his charismatic stage presence and voice almost as
much as for his trumpet playing, Armstrong's
influence extends well beyond jazz, and by the end
of his career in the 1960s, he was widely regarded
as a profound influence on popular music in general.
Armstrong was one of the first truly popular African-American entertainers to "cross over,"
whose skin color was secondary to his music. His artistry and personality allowed him
socially acceptable access to the upper echelons of American society which were highly
restricted for black men of his era.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Online Finish Line
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The state’s latest decree relating to public schools advises our buildings remain closed
through the end of the school year, and that online learning should be the strategy for
delivering curricular instruction. I held out hope we would be able to return to normal
classroom instruction before the year is out, but the virus rules the day.
We’ll now cross the academic finish line online. In fact, we’re on course to finish early.
I’ve informed the school district and Colorado Department of Education, today, that Liberty
will finish online academic instruction on Friday, May 8 th for elementary grades k-6. We’ll
finish online academic instruction on Friday, May 15th for high-school grades 7-12. The
high-school’s finals week, and AP testing schedule require an additional week devoted to
these activities, and a handful of other project wrapping-up activities.

Please note, the state and local school district are still not firmly settled on our decision. I
can’t make the call unilaterally. However, PSD’s board doesn’t meet for another week, and
the State Board of Education doesn’t meet for three weeks. We can’t wait that long to set
an early summer break in motion. Consequently, I made an executive decision, and have
informed all relevant parties what we’re doing.
Here’s the point: If it turns out there’s some objection from the state or PSD (which I don’t
expect) we may have to convene classes for another week – but these will not be actual
academic class sessions. They’ll just be daily check-ins, possibly 45 minutes of story time,
and then we’ll be done for the day – no assignments, no lessons, no homework, no tests.

I want to get our faculty and staff on with an early summer break and a bit of extra time off
as a reward for jobs very well done. Please stay tuned. It’s hard to predict what may
change over the next few weeks.
Check regularly for updated information about the school’s operational status which is
maintained at the school’s COVID-19 Response webpage – CLICK HERE.
In the meantime, the high school’s Film Committee has just produced an excellent video
for parents describing the extensive efforts our maintenance staff, health technicians, and
school nurse are undertaking to sanitize our buildings both for the return of students, and
for essential employees who work in them. Please CLICK HERE, or on the nearby image
link to view it.

All-Liberty Newsworthy Notices
Board of Director Elections Open. The election process
for open seats ends today. Parents vote. Please CLICK
HERE to familiarize yourselves with the candidates. Voting
thresholds must be met in order for the election to be
declared official. Liberty families received an email from
Simply Voting – the third-party vendor running our
election. Two-parent households will receive two
ballots. Both parents will receive the same email. Twoparent households need to coordinate voting. Split-family
households, single parents, and school staff will receive one
ballot each. For a Liberty BOD election to be declared
official, 50% of all eligible voters must cast a ballot, and
each candidate must receive at least 25% of eligible votes. Thank you to the candidates
for running, and thank you to everyone for voting.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our upcoming Public-Information Nights. Join us on Monday, April
27th from 6:30-8:30PM for a virtual Liberty Common Public Information Night. CLICK
HERE to join. This is an informative presentation for all parents wanting to know more
about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what we do. For hopeful families
waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending one of these
presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the next open-enrollment
spot.

Teacher-Aide Positions Open. Teacher-Aide (TAs)
positions at LCS are open for next year and we need great
candidates to apply. TAs play a critical role in
accomplishing the school’s mission by providing daily
support to our teachers, and students. Those qualified and
interested should apply immediately. The job description
and application process can be found on the school’s
website, CLICK HERE. Know a perfect candidate? Please
pass this posting along.

AST Paraprofessional Position Open. Liberty Common High School is looking for a
exemplary candidate to join the Academic Support Team for the upcoming school year.
CLICK HERE to view the job posting.

Invest In The Future During COVID-19. Last fall, we
launched a fundraising campaign called “Invest in the
Future” wherein our goal is to raise $300,000 towards

paying down a significant portion of the school’s debt. To
date, we have raised over $225,000. With the current
economic downturn and the resultant drop in state
revenues, we will likely be faced with reduced state
funding very soon. People have been asking what is our
most practical need right now. Answer: Pay down this
debt. The compounded-interest savings are a huge
benefit to the school. Doing so frees up funds that can be
used to pay our expert teachers and ensure our
continued educational success. If you’re in a position to
consider donating in a way that has maximum, long-term
pay off for our school, please consider giving to the
Invest in the Future of Liberty Common School.

Love and Logic® Tips. The Love and Logic Institute provides commonsense parenting
strategies that can be accessed free by CLICKING HERE. Techniques described help to
empathetically enforce consistent and effective expectations, avoid power struggles, and
preserve loving parent-child relationships. CLICK HERE for a helpful “Taming the Defiant
Child” flowchart graphic. If you need any additional support or assistance, please contact
Mrs. Stoltzfus.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Graduation Update. Friday, May 22 nd remains our target date for a graduation event at
5:00PM. Navigating ever-changing executive orders and other guidance is making it
difficult to finalize plans, but we thought it best to announce the current vision now, even
though it may have to change. For example, one contingency entails holding the event the
next morning, May 23 in an outdoor setting.
We are working with local health officials, school-district administrators, and stateeducation bureaucrats, and mapping alternative plans in the event any of these agencies
force further changes. Creating the best ceremony possible is an imperative for the LCHS
administration, as is providing solid information to our families as soon as possible to
facilitate their planning.
What’s taking shape is an extraordinary graduation program that will be in-person for
graduates (maintaining physical distanced standards). Our hope is that parents will be
permitted to attend, which is undetermined. Faculty, guests and other family members will
not be permitted to attend. The ceremony will be simulcast for all other observers, and
recorded on video. We will be updating graduates and parents with more details as they
materialize. Thank you to seniors and families for their patience.

Purple Duck Ceremony. The Purple Duck
ceremony took place on Monday, April 20th
via online webinar. Congratulations to this
year’s winners of the Purple Duck trophy,
the Erebor Dragons! The final standings
are as follows:

CLICK HERE to view the entire ceremony;
or on the nearby video link.
Congratulations, Dragons, and thanks to
everyone for a fun year in junior high!

Little Giant Comes To Liberty. Please join together to
welcome the newest addition to the LCHS faculty, Mr.
Franklin Russel. Mr. Russel is about to graduate from
Wabash College, mascot the Little Giants. He is
originally from Findlay, Ohio where he earned his Eagle
Scout award and graduated from Findlay High School.
While at Wabash, he majored in political science and
minored in classics. He competed for the Little Giants in
wrestling and lacrosse. He also coached middle-and highschool wrestling during his four years. Over the past three
summers, he has worked as a Ranger at Philmont Scout
Ranch. He is very excited to be joining the Liberty
Common team as the new PE/Health instructor, and looks
forward to working with the students, parents, faculty, and
staff.

Masked Skooterman. 7 th-grader Joseph Cinabro made a
successful quick-in-quick-out supply run yesterday retrieving a few
items from his LCHS locker. Arriving by scooter, the intrepid
scholar posed for a quick photo which appears atop today’s LCHS
edition of Liberty Common Sense. The masked man departed the
same way he came, by scooter. Then he turned, and headed East.

2019-2020 Important Dates
Apr 27 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | CLICK HERE.
Apr 30 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM | via Teleconference.
May 7 | LCHS Academic Awards-Night | 5:30PM | CLICK HERE.
May 12 | Scholarship Breakfast | 7:00 AM | LCHS | Details below.
May 13-15 | Revised S2 Finals Schedule | CLICK HERE.
May 15 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day.
May 15 | Last Day of School.
May 22 | Graduation | 5:00PM | LCS Everitt Field.
May 28 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM.

From Mr. Knab, Athletic Director,
and Director of Security

TEST YOUR METTLE
By: Mr. Dan Knab

Is there a better test of one’s “true self” than to know what you would do when it matters?
When your mettle gets tested, when circumstances dictate action, your true self takes
center stage.
How else do you know who you are and what you are made of? Can we examine our DNA
to know? Can someone tell by looking into our eyes?
Of course not. We are developed and shaped since our days as children. We have been
corrected, directed, coached, and molded. But how are we truly put to the test? How do
we know if we have the “right-stuff?”
For some parents, choosing to send their child(ren) to Liberty Common School was a
small and easy decision. For others, it was a big and difficult decision. Either way, the
decision was a conscious, determining factor for the direction chosen to aim the child.
For many of us, the decision to put our kids in this wonderful school was with the hope our
ceiling would be their floor as they receive many more opportunities than we had. Over
time, as a result of the culture and programs created at LCS, the predictable by-product is
a graduate whose ‘mettle’ has been weighed, measured, and found without wanting.
In addition to tests of rigorous academic standards, many
students choose to test their mettle in athletics. There is a
reason military recruiters place high value on athletes.
Athletes are developed over time through exercise, rules,
discipline, and expectations. Athletes develop a healthy
understanding of what it means to push themselves as hard
as they can for their own good as well as for the good of their
team.
During competition, pressure is applied either by an
opponent, or by the clock. This pressure both reveals, and strengthens mettle. An athlete’s
mind puts demands on the body pushing one to get the most from of their physical form.
The result at game time reflects hours, weeks, months, and years of training. There are
really few other arenas where one can be tested like this. It is the kind of self-development
that, when called upon, empowers one to act with automaticity.
I am a proud father of two Air Force Airmen who have been tested through these stages
of life at Liberty Common School. They have both chosen to serve our country. By making
that choice, they have both had their college tuitions paid for.
They have jobs, and no college debt. In fact, both received monthly paychecks while they
were earning their college degrees. This is a solid option, and a great alternative to
student loans.
If your son or daughter has a desire to serve our country, encourage him or her to
entertain the idea of a military academy, or an ROTC program.
If students want to dip their toes in the water first, while
they are in junior high or high school, they can look into the
Civil Air Patrol, or Young Marines. Liberty Common is a
host-site for both of these programs and several students
already participate on a regular basis.
Liberty Common School honors those who serve, and
have served our country. The virtue of patriotism at our
school is palpable, for which I am grateful.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

6th-Grade Order InDUCKtion Ceremony.
Yesterday, during Latin class, the 6th
graders had a big surprise. the Purple

Duck sneaked into their online session and
announced that it could not wait to tell the
students what orders they were going to be
in next year. All 6th graders were
summarily inducted. There was lots of
laughter and excitement and the Orders
can't wait to celebrate with their inductees.
Congratulations to all!

Parker Stern, 2020-2021 School Captain

Liam O'Malley, 2020-2021 School Captain

2020-2021 School Captains Elected. Please join us in in congratulating Parker Stern
and Liam O’Malley, as they are our newly elected School Captains for the 2020-2021
school year. Speeches from the four incredible candidates – Grace McCormick,
Antonella Torres, Parker, and Liam – were given to the student body on Wednesday,
April 22nd via online teleconference. The student body voted Wednesday evening, and
results were announced Thursday morning via the morning announcements. Parker and
Liam will be shadowing our current School Captains, Gordy Brooks and Izzi Nielsen,
through the end of the school year and will take their leadership posts officially as soon as
the school year ends. A heartfelt thanks and congratulations to all four excellent
candidates, who truly represented themselves online teleconference, and Liberty well. Go
Eagles!

Neenan Cup Champions. Congratulations to the members of
Domus Prudentiae, winners of the Neenan Cup for the 20192020 school year. House awards will include free-dress days in
the first quarter of the 2020-2021 school year, a celebratory party
in the fall, special gifts for graduating seniors, and of course
bragging rights. House Deans Jared Dybzinski and Kay
Lannen, House Captains Lauren Gamlin and Gabe Hoyer, and Sophomore/Freshman
Representatives Josh Salehi and Spencer Lynch were particularly instrumental in
orchestrating the rising from the ashes of the DP dynasty. Go Phoenixes! The final
standings are shown in the nearby image.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

US Service Academies and ROTC Night. Representatives of military institutions and
programs have created a virtual event for those interested in information on how to apply
to a service academy or to an ROTC program on a college campus. The information night
will be held on May 11 at 5 PM. If you have any interest in participating, please click here
for a flyer with an active link for registration.

Scholarship Breakfast. Seniors and families, you are
invited to a drive-through scholarship breakfast and
celebration on Tuesday, May 12 at 7AM, at LCHS.
Students and families will drive through our student parking
lot pickup lane for a celebration, decorations, and safely
packaged and delicious cinnamon rolls from a local
business for each senior.

Awards Night. Our annual academic awards ceremony will
continue this year via online platform. Students and families are
invited to this special event. Teachers will give out academic
awards for classes, honor roll will be celebrated, and a number of
special school-wide awards will be announced. You won't want to
miss celebrating these impressive scholars who have achieved so
much. The event will be held on Thursday, May 7 at 5:30PM. Click
this link to join.

Summer School Continues. Please know that summer school classes and enrichment
opportunities will continue as advertised. Those classes will be in-person wherever
possible. If necessary, we will continue to use teleconferences as an online
platform. These can be a great way to free space in your school year for an additional

study hall or elective by taking a required class in the summer. It is also a great way to
sharpen skills in Latin, English, Math, Spanish, and other subjects in order to boost
success in the next academic year. Please use this site for additional detail and the link to
register.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Updates About College

Seniors- Reminder to complete the following tasks in Naviance:
Update your list of colleges in your college tab- update to
admitted, denied or waitlisted
Complete the Senior Exit survey. This is required for all
seniors. About Me>Surveys>Senior Exit Survey

Colleges Accepting AP Scores for the Fall. Here's a list of colleges that have made
statements regarding 2020 AP Exams. CLICK HERE to view.

Alumni Update From the Knab Warriors – United
States Air Force

Two LCHS alumni siblings have joined the “long blue line” serving in the United States Air
Force. Brad Knab (LCHS ’14, USAFA ’18) is currently training on the C17 out of Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. Brother Rob Knab (LCHS ’16, CSU ’20) is finishing up at CSU and will be
commissioned through his Air Force ROTC detachment next month. Both warriors are
mentioned in their dad’s column featured in today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter

which doubles as an excellent Alumni Update.

AST Tip
Google Classroom To-Do List. Students, having trouble keeping track of online due
dates? Parents, unsure your student’s hard work was submitted correctly and accepted in
Google Classroom? Use the To-Do List! Click on the three-line Menu in Google
Classroom, then on the “To Do” clipboard. This will pull up a lists of ongoing and
completed assignments for all classes in one convenient location. Use it to keep track of
daily work or check to make sure your homework has been finished and submitted.

Art Corner
Following are four paintings from Bella Knudson's AP portfolio project. Here is Bella's
artist statement concerning her work: "When I read, it sparks my imagination to create little
worlds to help me understand what is going on in the story. My work is a way for me to let
out the images that come to mind when I read short stories and poems. With these pieces,
I try to capture the essence of the story and give the viewer the experience of what it’s like
to read. I loved how childhood book covers gave me a sense of urgency to read the
stories I loved when I was younger. Like these book covers, I want to prompt the viewer to

read and find out more for themselves, to find their own deeper meaning."

Dr. Hediger's Experiment

The Yellow Wallpaper

Fall of the House of Washer

The Devil's Dictionary

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Common Business Directory. Our business directory is growing quickly!
Purchasing goods and services from businesses owned by Liberty families ensures their
success, which in turn, ensures the continued success of our school. Please make it a
practice to support our community by choosing to spend your hard-earned dollars at
businesses owned by the Liberty Common School community. Business owners:
Make sure your company is represented by completing this simple online form.

King Soopers. You shop for groceries and King

Soopers gives to our school. All you need is a King
Soopers Loyalty account and you can pay for your
groceries with the payment method of your choice. To
enroll, follow these easy steps:
Click HERE.
Click Sign In or Create an Account.
Search for Liberty Common School.
Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King
Soopers, either swipe your King Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad
and enter your phone number. Then purchase with the payment method of your
choice. Liberty will receive a percentage of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Amazon Smile. You can continue to earn
money for Liberty while you shop at Amazon, at
no additional cost to you. When you shop
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price back to Liberty. Sign
up today, and the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Why We Teach Social Dance
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Liberty’s social-dance course reinforces our philosophy
toward a high-quality, classical, liberal-arts education. We
first offered the class in 2013, and it has become a
permanent part of the school’s curriculum.
Students who opt for the course love it; and the elective has
been steadily gaining in popularity. Ms. Debra Endres is our
expert instructor.
Some say a high-school social-dance course is a forward-thinking endeavor. While that
may be so, the germane value is…….(Click Here) to continue reading.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 108. The Table. For a large tea,
the dining-table is used for the food. Or a
table may be set at one end of the livingroom, or a table may set at one end of the
living-room. In warm weather, the table may
be on the porch or on the lawn. Wherever it
is set, the table must be an object of
decoration as service. Use a pretty, white
cloth, or colored cloth, or doilies. Candles in a darkened room are attractive in cool
weather. In summer, sunshine is preferable to suggest the color scheme of the tea.
On the table are plates with a small tea napkin between two plates, or in a separate

pile. The teaspoons are arranged in an orderly row close to the plates.”

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

New Coaches. Click HERE to meet the new LCHS women's basketball coaches, and
click HERE to meet the new LCHS men's basketball coaches.

LCHS Opportunity Society
Pool Jobs. Splash Pool Services is now hiring lifeguards and pool-maintenance
technicians for summer employment. Training will be provided for both positions. All
lifeguard applicants should either be enrolled in a lifeguard-training class or hold a current
lifeguard certification. Please find a list of lifeguard-training classes here. Once you are
enrolled in a class, or have a current certification, fill out an online application, and you
will be contacted for an interview.

Summer Stem Opportunities. STEM-X is holding summer programs for grades 1-9, June
1-19th. Please CLICK HERE to register or for more information.

News Worth Repeating
Teacher/Staff-Appreciation Week: Bigger and Better. We want to recognize and honor
all the hard work from LCHS teachers, especially their amazing efforts to smoothly
transition to online classes and their commitment to improvise, adapt, overcome, and love.
LCHS Volunteer Coordinator and parent Mrs. Peggi Mullen asks parents to “GO BIG” this
year when considering donations for teacher appreciation. CLICK HERE to donate and to
read a brief message from Peggi.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent teaching assistant or AST
paraprofessional.

AP Exam Update. Students should be getting information directly about logging into their
remote exams through the email address on file with CollegeBoard, so please make sure
your email addresses are up-to-date in your CollegeBoard account. Given the uncertainty
involved in the exam season this year, CollegeBoard has announced students will be able
to cancel their ordered exams up to the day of the exam simply by not attending the exam
administration. On the school's part, we will get a list of those who have not taken the
exam after those dates and then process a refund.

Buy Yearbook, Mark Coronavirus History. Students: Someday, your kids and/or
grandkids are going to ask, “Were you alive during the coronavirus pandemic of
2020?” You’ll be able to reach to your bookshelf, pull down your 2020 Liberty Common
High School Yearbook, and show them what things were like that year. We have a limited
number of yearbooks still available which are being sold on a first-come-first-served

basis. Because school schedules continue to change, please
visit www.jostensyearbooks.com to place your order online. Your photographs are
needed. Please take pictures of Spirit Week, social distancing, and online school, and
email them to Mrs. Clouser. Thank you - Your Yearbook Staff.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer (boys & girls)- Contact Coach Greenlaw
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Men's Basketball - TBD
Women's Basketball - TBD.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Calendar 2020-2021 School Year
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Upcoming Trips
LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three years,
Liberty Common Headmaster, and former Member of
the U.S. Congress, Mr. Schaffer fully utilizes his
Former-Member privileges to get students, and
parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S. Capitol
normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up visits with
high-power political figures. The next Liberty-to-DC
fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break 2021. No
registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your 2021 calendar
now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous excursion
(2018).

Board of Directors

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Aprilr30th | 6:00PM | via Teleconference.

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 |
Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 8AM-3PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
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