LCHS student/pianist Merek Ranstrom serenades the Agora.
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Next week at Liberty Common School is Johann Sebastian Bach week.
Next week is Yayoi Kusama Week at LCHS. Yayoi
Kusama (1929 – ) made her first Infinity Mirror room in
1965. Kusama is a famously provocative avant-garde
artist, best known for her works featuring repeating motifs
and psychedelic imagery that evoke themes of
psychology, feminism, obsession, creation, destruction,
and intense self-reflection. Kusama is the best-selling
living female artist, with works breaking record prices at
auction. She currently lives and works in Tokyo.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Raising Good Neighbors
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
With such an intensive emphasis on our classroom delivery of
academic content, we sometimes understate the priority Liberty
Common School places on character education. One of our
neighbors recently penned a note to us about his encounters
with Liberty Common students.
Dr. M aulsby’s remarks reflect the virtue, morals, and character
with which any parent would want their children associated. His
kind and unsolicited note says it all:
“I am writing this letter to relay my experiences interacting with Liberty Common students
and attending a variety of events. Initially, I met several honor-roll students who visited
Rigden Farm Senior Living where I currently live. I was impressed by these students and
decided I wanted to find out more about Liberty Common High School.
“I started attending girls’ volleyball games and enjoyed watching the intensity the girls
played with, but also the sportsmanship exhibited by the Liberty Common players and
their parents.
“I was invited to attend Grandparents Day activities and
went to classrooms of math, robotics, music, history and
art. The teachers were enthused about their opportunity
to educate their students. The scholastic achievements of
Liberty Common senior students has been consistently
ranked #1 for all Colorado high schools and placed 2nd
and 3rd occasionally.
“Since Grandparents Day, I have attended a student play
(Sound of Music), an orchestra concert featuring three
orchestras and a choral group, girls’ and boys’ basketball
games, and a Colorado state-wide robotics competition in
which the Liberty Common robotics team qualified to go to
the World Robotics Competition in Houston, Texas.
“This spring I am planning on attending track meets, and
watching the baseball team. I missed the soccer games
this year but know the boys’ soccer team won the 3A state
title in 2017, and placed 2nd in 2018.
“In summary, I have had positive and enjoyable
experiences attending a variety of Liberty Common High
School events. Anyone living in the neighborhood of the
high school would benefit in attending athletic events, concerts and robotic competition.”
“Best regards, John Maulsby D.V.M.”

All-Liberty News
Trinity Scarpella Update. “But even when she is
discouraged, she will not be beaten.” Trinity
Scarpella’s mom Becky posted these words CLICK
HERE for those tracking the LCHS senior’s battle
against acute myelogenous leukemia (AML). Trinity is
putting the virtue of Fortitude on full display. Here’s
more, “The oncologist brought some big news in the
afternoon, Trinity’s third spinal tap was negative for

leukemia so at this point she is cancer free and we are
overjoyed at her body’s response to the
chemo.” Guidance on donations and prayers is also
being communicated through the site. CLICK HERE to
help the family cover medical expenses. Comments and
messages can be left at both sites. Trinity is a very
important part of the LCHS community, and
substantially defines the character of our student
body. Parents Becky & Todd Scarpella are fantastic
figures in our Liberty Common community, as are
Trinity’s brothers Jadon (10th grade), and Gabriel
(8th grade). More information will be communicated
here as it becomes known.

Team Trinity. Trinity Scarpella designed the logo on
the right for apparel that will be on sale through April
7th. Duo Designs is selling these shirts, and has
agreed to donate a portion of the sales back to the
Scarpella family. In addition, all the profits will go to
the Scarpella family. CLICK HERE to order.

Sex-Ed-Curriculum Bill Still Pending. The Liberty
Common Board of Directors, and charter schools across
Colorado, are strenuously opposing passage of state
legislation that would impose a new mandated sex-ed
curriculum. Please read our BOD’s recently passed
Resolution (CLICK HERE) opposing HB 1032. Please
contact all Northern Colorado State Senators and add your
voice by amplifying charter-school opposition to HB
1032. The bill is moving through the Senate quickly.
Senators representing Northern Colorado are:
Joann Ginal | Senate District 14 | 303-866-4569 |
joannginal@yahoo.com
Rob Woodward | Senate District 15 | 303-866-4853 |
rob.woodward.senate@state.co.us
Vicki M arble | Senate District 23 | 303-866-4876 | vicki.marble.senate@state.co.us
It is also important to contact Governor Jared Polis, and urge him to continue his
tradition of supporting charter-school autonomy by opposing HB1032. CLICK HERE to
share your comments with the governor.

Board of Directors Upcoming Election. Liberty
Common School is pleased to announce the upcoming
election for candidates for the LCS parent volunteer
Board of Directors. Three Board positions are up for
election and we have four candidates interested in the
positions. The school-wide election will be held, according
to Liberty’s bylaws, during the third week of April.
The Liberty community will have the opportunity to meet
the candidates at the next LCS Board meeting on Thursday, March 28th at 6PM at
Liberty Common High School. Candidate board applications can be viewed here: Liberty
Common School Board of Directors Applications.

Liberty-To-Liberty 5K. Fasten your laces and get
ready to race, it's time for the 9th-annual Liberty-toLiberty 5K. Different from past years, this event is
titled Run for Trinity and all the proceeds from it will
be donated to the Scarpella family. The 5K will be
on April 6th at 10 am beginning at the elementary
school and ending at the high school. Due to this
change, the course will be modified (more
information on the exact course will soon come out).
Towards the end of the 5K, there will be a color run leading into the staff parking lot of
the high school. There, participants are invited to enjoy a delicious barbecue as well as
Popsicles and other treats that will be sold by the LCHS Ambassadors Club. There will
also be a car wash in the student parking lot hosted by Key Club.
In order to register to participate in the run/walk, please print out and complete the
following form. Make sure to then return this form to either the LCHS or LCS front offices
with check attached. CLICK HERE.
This is a very big and important event, so we need your help. If you are interested in
volunteering to help with set-up, cooking, etc., please sign-up using the following link.

Mr. Noah Hutchison, candidate for Fort
Collins City Council Dist. 2, this week,
interacted with engineering students in the
Edison Lab during his visit to our school.

Council Candidate Visit. A candidate for
the Fort Collins City Council Dist. 2, M r.
Noah Hutchison, stopped by the school
this week to visit with administrators and a
Liberty BOD member about his campaign
objectives, and to tour the school. Liberty
Common School embraces political
interaction with local, state, and national
public servants, and welcomes all who
want to learn more about our excellent
school. If you know of any other
candidates who ought to stop by for a
similar tour, please urge them to do like
Mr. Hutchison and spend a little bit of time
with us.

Sunset Soiree Sponsorships. We greatly appreciate support from Liberty Common
Sponsor the Sunset Soiree. We greatly appreciate support from Liberty Common
School's business community. It’s not too late to get exposure for your own business by

sponsoring our event. Details available HERE.
Volunteer At The Sunset Soiree. Please help with event setup, decor, or event night
hosting. Or perhaps join the planning team to help design the perfect event. If so, CLICK
HERE to sign up to volunteer.

Stand Up For Liberty. Poudre School District is currently looking for a charter-school
parent representative to sit on the PSD District Accountability Committee (DAC). This
committee meets one time per month. Representatives play an important role on this
committee as you are the voice for all charter schools. Please find information here
containing the purpose of the accountability committee, the positions that will be
available for next year, and meeting dates and information.

Job Opportunities At Liberty. Please visit our website to keep up-to-date on the job
openings for the 2019-2020 school year. Referrals are often the best source for
employees, so please pass these along if you know of anyone who would excel as a
physics instructor, latin instructor, music instructor, or AST para-professional.

2018-2019 Important Dates
Important Dates.
March 15 | JH Game Night, 5:00-10:00PM
March 18-22 | Spring Break, No School
March 26 | Spring Choral Concert and Instrumental Concert 6:30PM, Colosseum
March 27 | Open campus, seniors only
March 27 | Purple Duck Trophy Ceremony, 2:15PM, Colosseum
March 28 | High-school Lyceum, Neenan Cup Ceremony, 2:15PM, Colosseum
March 28 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCHS, Acropolis
March 29 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day
March 29 | Sunset Soirée, 7:00PM, Windsong Estate Event Center
March 30 | Spring Fling High-school dance, 7:00PM-10:00PM, LCHS Great Hall
April 5 | Game on! High-school game night
April 6 | Liberty-to-Liberty 5K
April 9 | Seniors-To-The-Capital
April 9 | Early Dismissal (State Testing - Schedule Below), No Lunch served.
April 10 | Open-campus, seniors only
April 10 | Character Education Lyceum, Gratitude 2:00PM, Colosseum
April 10 | Liberty Lecture: Vaping, 6:30PM, LCHS Great Hall
April 12 | Jr-high Spring Dance, 6:30PM-9:00PM
April 12 | 5th-and 6th- Grade Dessert Auction, 7:00PM, LCS Performance Hall
April 13 | High-school Prom, 8:00PM- 11:00PM, The Lincoln Center
April 15 | Public-Information Night, LCHS, 6:30PM
April 19 | Good Friday, No School
April 24 | Open-campus, seniors only
April 24 | High-School Induction Ceremony, 2:00PM, Colosseum
April 25 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCHS, Acropolis
April 26 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day
April 26-28 | LCHS Spring Play, Fri-7:00PM, Sat-7:00PM Sun- 2:00PM, LCS
Performance Hall
April 29 | Public-Information Night, LCS, 6:30PM
CLICK HERE for school calendar.

CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2018-2019 School Holidays and Intermissions
March 18-22 | Spring Break | No school
April 19 | Good Friday | No school

From Robert Robinson, LCHS
Assistant Principal

On E.D. Hirsch, Knowledge, and 21st Century Skills
By: Dr. Robert Robinson

On February 28 and March 1, administrators
and teachers from Liberty Common School
were privileged to meet and interact with
Professor E.D. Hirsch, the creator of the Core
Knowledge Curriculum, at the 2019 Colorado
Charter Schools Conference. The highlight for
me was watching Headmaster Schaffer
present him with a Lifetime Achievement
Award. In his acceptance speech, it was
remarkable to see the extent to which Dr.
Hirsch was still focused on a few key ideas and principles about what makes an
education successful. Foremost on his mind, at the age of 91 (birthday next Friday), was
the basic idea that a broad base of knowledge is the foundation of literacy, and from
there, the foundation of everything else we value in education.
At the center of the Core Knowledge Curriculum is the correct insight that children
cannot learn how to read without knowledge. You can learn to decode words and
pronounce them, but it is background knowledge that provides understanding. Consider
this sentence from the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” A child can be taught to decode and pronounce those words, but to truly
understand their world-altering significance requires education in areas such as political
philosophy, natural law, religion, and history. As children progress through the grades at
Liberty, they gain a strong, sequenced base of knowledge that allows them to
understand and engage with higher and higher level texts.
Critics sometimes mistakenly dismiss the Core Knowledge Curriculum as too focused on
rote memorization at the expense of attention to critical thinking, creativity, and a vaguely
defined set of 21st century skills. Nothing could be further from the truth. What is too
rarely understood in education today is that critical thinking skills and creativity cannot be
taught in a vacuum. Students need something to be able to think critically and creatively
about. The deep and rich content that LCHS students master moves them steadily
toward more and more impressive levels of analysis and creation.
Consider this painting by a teenage Pablo Picasso in
1896, which shows his ability to create startlingly
realistic works. It is easy to look at Picasso’s later work,

as a founder of the artistic movement known as
Cubism, and assume that Picasso must have
disdained the traditional techniques that past masters
spent a lifetime acquiring in favor of his modern
approach. The opposite is true. Picasso was a master
of those techniques. And indeed, it was not until he
had painstakingly studied and practiced what came
before that he was able to make a truly creative leap.
He did not create Cubism from a tabula rasa, it was
part of an intellectual conversation with previous artists
whose work he knew intimately. Similarly, our students’
strong content knowledge allows them to participate in
the intellectual conversation of any discipline at a
much higher level than students who learn critical
thinking skills divorced from subject-matter
knowledge.

Dr. Hirsch was right. Knowledge is essential to enabling reading at the lower grades.
Similarly, knowledge unlocks students’ analytic and creative potential as they get older.
Knowledge education and skills-based education are not truly in conflict. Success in the
first is the necessary precondition of success in the latter.

High School Newsworthy Notices
Liberty Lecture: Vaping. Our next Liberty Lecture occurs April 10, 6:30PM at the high
school. Experts will be presenting the facts on vaping. Come and get informed.

Registration Is Open for LCHS Summer
Academic Opportunities (7th-12th grade).
As you make plans for the summer, be sure to
consider taking advantage of the outstanding
academic programs offered by LCHS faculty
members throughout the summer
months. Participating in a Liberty Common summer
academic program is a great choice to remediate or
enrich your child's academic skills and knowledge in a multitude of areas.
LCHS (7-12) offers English, math, and foreign-language-review courses, as well as
opportunities for students enrolling in grades 7 thru 12 to meet some junior-high or highschool course requirements.
The following academic programs and courses are available during the summer of
2019. All grade levels indicated are for the 2019-2020 school year.

(Please note Composition 1 is scheduled from 8:30am-12:30pm, this time is different
than previously advertised).
Registration is on a first-come-first-serve basis. Space is limited and seats will fill up
quickly.
Course descriptions, dates and detailed registration information are available in the
curriculum guide and on the registration/payment website.
CLICK HERE (guide attached) for the LCHS Summer Academic Opportunities Curriculum
Guide.
CLICK HERE for the online registration and payment website.
*All registration and payments must be made online through CheddarUp. We cannot
accept cash or check. CheddarUp is a very user friendly and does not require the user
to have a school-based account.
All summer programs and courses are operated and organized by the individual faculty.
All questions and concerns regarding course content, logistics and attendance should be
sent to the faculty member directly.
Questions or concerns regarding registration and payment should be sent to Sandy
Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal and Summer School Coordinator (K-12).

FIRST Robotics Success. Last weekend,
Calvin Blunk and team captain Simon
Hempel-Costello competed in the FIRST
Robotics Oklahoma City regional
tournament with Fort Collins area Team
4499, the Highlanders. Liberty alumni
John Wiens attended the tourney as a
team mentor. Their alliance placed second
in the competition. In addition, it won the
Chairman’s Award and qualified for World
Championships. World Championships takes place in Houston in April, it will compete

among 400 other teams.

Women Can Be In STEM Too. On April 1, 2019
from 7-8PM in the LCHS Edison Lab, Darlene
Rouleau, a female software engineer, will be giving
a presentation about her work and school
experiences. She will be talking about increasing
visibility and awareness about women in STEM
(Science, Technology, Math, and Engineering).
There will be a robotics demonstration by Gillian Hepworth, Chloe Young, Raegan
Smith, and Taylor Reinke from the FIRST Tech Challenge school team (L.A.S.E.R) as
well. If your 5th- or 6th-grade student is interested in pursuing STEM, please attend this
exciting event. Contact Taylor Reinke or M rs. Lannen for more information.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Junior-High Game Night. Come to the junior-high Game
Night sponsored by the Order of Valhalla on Friday,
March 15th from 5:00-10:00 p.m. Pizza and snacks will be
provided. Personal computers and tablets are not
allowed. Admission is $10 at the door. Guests are not
allowed. See Cole Kashay (LCHS Class of 2023) or
Ethan Sinley (LCHS Class of 2024) with questions. FreeDress-Day Rules Apply.

Spring Fling Dance. Well, it’s just around the corner and
we are celebrating with a Spring Fling Dance on March
30th from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Come to the Rigden Farms
barn down the street for a beautiful dance around sunset
illuminated with warm soft lights and pastel colors. We will
be bringing our DJ equipment there to provide dance
music, along with games outside and more. We are also
providing cupcakes for a special spring addition. This
event is for high-school students only, and admission is
$10 for everyone. We’ll see you there for the best night of
the season. For more information, please contact DP
House Captains Hannah Lovely or Leslie Gilsdorf.

Game On! Come to Game On! for good food and fun
games. All high-schoolers are invited to Game-On on
Friday, April 5 from 7:00-10:00 p.m at the high school.
The cost is $5. There will be plenty of good food, a
food- eating competition, and lots more! There is no
reason for you not to be there. Free-dress-day rules
apply.

Prom. Attention LCHS high-school upperclass

students (grades 11-12): PROM is just around
the corner, Saturday April 13th from 8-11pm at
the Lincoln Center Canyon West Ballroom. This
is a night you will never forget especially with our
theme of Van Gogh’s sunflowers and stars and
catered Peace Love and Little Doughnut
doughnut bar. Tickets cost $40 for singles and
$70 for couples; tickets go on sale the week of
March 25th during high-school lunch. And don’t
forget to check your inboxes to vote for prom
royalty. The formal Dance Dress Code rules apply (see below). If you have any
questions find DF house captain Alexia Armatas and M egan Dille or Senior Rep
M adison Neighbors.
Formal and Semi-Formal Dress Code.
Men: Dress slacks and button-up shirts are required; suit coats and ties are
recommended. No jeans, T-shirts, or other casual clothing are allowed.
Women: Dresses can be any strap style (including strapless), but must be modest (no
lower back exposure - bottom of shoulder blades must be covered, no exposed cleavage
or midriffs, no transparent/translucent fabrics, and no higher than finger-tip length).

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

SAT/PSAT 10 Consent. CollegeBoard offers an opportunity called Student Search
Service that shares student scores with various scholarships and other programs in an
effort to match students with opportunities. This service comes with some big potential
advantages, but it does involve sharing some student data with these organizations.
Therefore it requires your informed consent as a parent. Your 10th and 11th-grade
children received the consent form during English class this week, and it is due back
during our preadministration session on March 27 for 11th grade and April 2 for 10th
grade if you would like to opt-in.
Your child will still take the SAT or PSAT 10 if you do not opt-in, and scores will still be
shareable with universities. Also, not opting in does not disqualify students from the
National Merit Scholarship program. Please see me with any questions or if you need
another copy of the form.

Girls State. The American Legion Auxiliary
describes the Girls State Program as "one of
the most respected and coveted experiential
learning programs presented in the United
States."
The program epitomizes the ALA’s mission to
honor those who have brought us our freedom
through our enduring commitment to develop
young women as future leaders grounded in patriotism and Americanism. The young
women become knowledgeable of the democratic process and how our republic form of
government works at the state and national levels.
The application can be found here and is due April 15.

AP Exam Registration. Registration for all AP exams must be completed no later than
today, March 15th, through this website. The standard registration fee is $94. If you
need to take the exam at a later date because of a conflict, please see M rs. Harkey to
discuss whether your situation qualifies. Late fees would apply.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

College Center Events- M ark Your Calendar.
M ajors Exploration Series.
Key Questions to Ask When Searching for Colleges- Come hear about how to start
your search for colleges and important questions to ask when considering colleges.
March 26th- 9th hour LCHS Washington Hall. Open to all grade levels and parents.
Graphic Design And Rich M edia- Learn about web design, animation and graphicdesign majors and careers.
March 27th- 9th hour in the LCHS Atelier de Liberté. Open to all grade levels and
parents.

Parent Coffee Chat. Coffee with the expert—join me on
March 27th from 8:00 - 9:00 am with Director for
Admissions from CU Boulder to talk about how collegereview applications, testing, scholarships, financial aid
and any questions you may have about preparing your
student for college. We will meet in the LCHS Minerva
Room.

College Visits to LCHS College Center.
Baylor University. National-Ranked Christian university.
Top majors are pre-med, computer science, business,
sciences and great scholarships available. Visiting March
27th 11:05 am.
Hillsdale College. Top private liberal-arts college in Michigan
that is founded on a classics curriculum. Study abroad and
state-of-the-art science facilities. Visiting March 27th 12:20
pm.
St. Josephs University. Private, Jesuit
university in Philadelphia. The Haub
school of business and health sciences
programs have some of the highest
internship and job-placement rates. Visting
April 15th 7:45 am.
NOCO College Fair. Mark your Calendar for the NOCO College Fair at LCHS on April
30th 6:30-8:30pm. Over 40 colleges in attendance. See you there.

STEM Camp Opportunity. The STEM summer camp opportunities are open to all
students in the Fort Collins area grads 1-8 CLICK HERE.
The summer STEM camps for elementary- and middle-school students held this summer
throughout the school district is looking for student volunteers. Link will officially open
after spring break.

AST Tip Of The Week
Time M anagement. Now that we have "sprung forward" and had a week off, don't let
what feels like extra daylight disrupt your time-management strategies. It is still important
to make a plan for your evening that includes time for homework and rest. If you feel like
this would be a good time to add time-management strategies to your daily routine, but
you don't know where to begin, you can come by one of the AST classrooms during 9thHour and we would love to work with you.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Celebrate LCHS Heroine, Hero. Please attend a dessert-reception-style celebration
and hear a couple of speeches. Let’s honor a couple of our best on Monday, 1 April,
2019, 6:30pm in the Great Hall. We’ll be honoring Coach Jim Altergott: Inducted into
the Colorado High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame; and, M rs. Rebecca
Finkel: Passing the Baton from Booster Club.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
Jr.-High Track & Field
Wed, 3/27, 4pm, Away, at Frontier
JH Spring Athletic Fee: Athletic fees have been uploaded to your eFunds account.
Please pay your athletic fee during spring break.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves (Boys); Coach Hubbeling (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports
Baseball
Mon, 3/25, 3:30pm; 5:30pm, Home, vs Valley High School.
Sat, 3/30, 11am; 1pm, Away, at Highland (varsity only).
Track & Field
Sat, 3/30, 8:30am, Home, Altitude Running Invite at French Field (Rocky Mountain HS).

Soccer
Mon, 3/25, 4pm; 6pm, Home, vs Frontier Academy (Ft. Collins Soccer Complex).
Thu, 3/28, 6:30pm; 4:30pm, Away, vs Ft. Collins HS (at Fossil Ridge HS).
Sat, 3/30, 10am; 12pm, Away, at Dawson School.
HS Spring Athletic Fee: Athletic fees have been uploaded to your eFunds account.
Please pay your athletic fee during spring break.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi.
Track & Field - Coach Nichols.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school Colosseum?
Contact Rebecca Finkel.

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty.

CLICK HERE if interested.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way
for you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Liberty Parent Should Know
Our National Alienation and Amnesia
By William J. Bennett
June 29, 2007
How do we ask our children to fight, and perhaps die, for a country
they do not know?
Tens of millions of Americans are about to celebrate our nation’s
Founding. The worrisome question is, will future generations take to
this celebration the way we have for the past 231 years if they do not
know the first, second, or third thing about their country?
Two years ago, the Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David M cCullough told the U.S.
Senate that American History was our... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 66 Be Considerate. You will
become a bore if you laugh at your own jokes,
monopolize the conversation, or continually
correct or interrupt another’s story.
"You may use the dignified term, 'Sir,' in

speaking to an older man; but 'Ma’am is an
obsolete word in addressing woman.
"Avoid the familiar use of first names. Boys and girls should never drop the 'Mr.,'
'Miss,' and 'Mrs.,' until the person gives permission.
"Girls, it sounds very crude and masculine to say 'Jones,' or “Lang,' instead of 'Mr.
Jones,' or 'Miss Lang.' " (to be continued).

Alumni Update From Mikayla Hraban, Class of

’17, now attending University of Northern
Colorado

Go Bears! The University of Northern Colorado turns out to be a great place for M ikayla
Hraban, LCHS Class of 2017. She’s majoring in Business Management, gaining lots of
real-world experience, and dreaming of becoming an entrepreneur. “My program
includes workshops, internships, resume writing, and hands-on lessons,” she said. “I
never wonder how am I going to use this information in the real world.”
Mikayla took advantage, this week, of UNC’s spring break to stop by LCHS, and visit
former instructors at her alma mater. “It’s fun to come back two years later, and all the
teachers still remember you,” she said. “They’re all great. It’s nice to have attended a
high school where your teachers stay in touch with you.” Mikayla emphasized the
friendship she’s maintained with her former Spanish teacher M rs. Paulina Deitrick.
Mikayla took four years of Spanish at LCHS. “I was very well prepared for college,” she
said. Her excellent high-school education empowered her to test out of the first couple of
prerequisite college Spanish courses, and matriculate directly into the middle of UNC’s
Spanish-language course progression. “Taking more Spanish in college has pushed me
to consider studying abroad in the fall,” she said. Mikayla plans to spend her next
semester studying in Pamplona, Spain.
Now in the second semester of her sophomore year, Mikayla is finding her business-law
class to be a favorite among all the courses she’s encountered so far. “It’s really
interesting,” she said, “and I can see how everything we’re learning will apply in whatever
business we pursue.”
Looking back on her time at Liberty, Mikayla said she learned time-management skills,
and how to manage a rigorous homework load. The LCHS preparation definitely set her
up for success in college, she said. “I also think about my personal-finance course all the
time.” Taught by M r. Jason M ayer, the course utilizes the Dave Ramsey
Curriculum. “I’m constantly asking myself, ‘would Dave Ramsey want me to do this?’”
When not in the classroom, the former LCHS women’s-volleyball standout plays on a club

team at UNC. She advises college-bound LCHS students to stay active in sports, and to
“go to the gym! You’ll make lots of friends that way.” She has more advice to
share: “Don’t stress too much in high school over grades. They matter, but your mental
health matters more. Just do your best. Don’t be too hard on yourself. You can do this.”
Though college graduation is still a couple years off, Mikayla is hoping to eventually
manage her own business. She’s worked for the past two years at a UX-design firm, and
hopes to move up in the business. “Someday, I hope to launch my own company,” she
said.

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to M r. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Job Opportunity. BrightStar Care is looking for Liberty students who are at least 18 to
join their in-home healthcare company. The company provides paid training for CNA
certification for qualified applicants. If interested, look on its website for more
information.

Write Essay, Win Scholarship. A Colorado-based drivers-ed school is offering a
$1,500 scholarship to a high-school senior, or junior who plans to attend college, and
who writes the best essay. CLICK HERE for contest details. Deadline is April 30th .

Summer Job. Splash Pool Services is now hiring for lifeguards and pool-maintenance
technicians for summer employment. Training will be provided for both positions. All
lifeguard applicants should either be enrolled in a lifeguard-training class or hold a
current lifeguard certification. Please find a list of Lifeguard-Training classes here. Once
you are enrolled in a class, or have a current certification, fill out an online application;
and you will be contacted for an interview.

Babysitting Opportunity. Fort Collins/Liberty Common School family seeking a summer
sitter for 2 children ages 11 (5th grade) and 8 (2nd grade). Hours will be Monday
through Thursday 7:45 am until 4:30-5:30 pm. Pay range $10-15/hour depending on
experience. Must have own transportation and ability to take the kids to/from activities
like swimming lessons. Would also like help with participation in summer-reading
programs and completion of summer-homework packet. Must love to swim as our kids
like to spend a lot of time at a neighborhood pool. Will also have some meal preparation
with lunch and snacks each day. If interested, please contact Amy Stump.

The Larimer County Workforce Center Summer Careers. The Larimer County
Economic and Workforce Development's CareerRise team is connecting teens, ages 1418, to businesses, information, and opportunities. It is hosting two Summer Employment
Nights for youth and their families. CLICK HERE for more information.

Summer Job Opportunity. The Baldpate Inn a historic bed-and-breakfast located in
Rocky Mountain National park is looking for seasonal summer employees. CLICK HERE
for more information.

$500 Scholarships. The Knights of Columbus Council #12145 is awarding two $500

scholarships to graduating high-school seniors who attend St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church. CLICK HERE for an application. Deadline: April 7, 2019.

News Worth Repeating
AP And Concurrent-Enrollment Credits.
One of the advantages of taking AP exams
and concurrent-enrollment courses at
LCHS is the possibility to transfer credit to
your choice college or university. It can
sometimes lessen the amount of time you
spend in college and may also impact your
overall college cost. Unfortunately, there
can also be some barriers, as not all
colleges and universities will award
transferred credit. Many also require a minimum score on AP tests in order to receive
credit. It’s very important to take the time to do your research early to know if the credits
you are considering will in fact transfer to a potential college. Here are a few websites to
help you determine what scores are necessary to receive credit:
Transferology - CLICK HERE. This website shows how courses you have taken or plan
to take transfer to another college or university for credit
University of Colorado, Boulder- CLICK HERE.
Colorado State University- CLICK HERE.
Stanford- CLICK HERE.
Seniors will have a mandatory senior check-out meeting on May 13 during 9th hour.
Seniors will hear about the checkout process that will also include how to request
transcripts for their concurrent enrollment credit. (AP, CU Succeed, CCU Transcripts for
these credits do not need to be requested until the students knows what colleges they
are attending and have completed all AP exams).

8th-Grade Students To "Choice" Dress Code. Congratulations to LCHS 8th-grade
students for entering the final leg of their K-8 Liberty Common School journey. In the
spirit of acknowledging them for what they have achieved and who they are becoming,
the privilege of dressing according to the high-school Choice Dress Code will be
extended to them beginning on Monday, March 25th (beginning of 4th quarter) with the
submission of a signed agreement form, which is due by Friday, March 15th. The
agreement form and the Choice Dress Code Summary will be distributed to students
during Order time on Thursday, March 7th. Please direct any questions to M rs.
Kearney.

Preparing For The Tests: ACT and SAT. As high-school juniors prepare for the state
SAT on April 9th at LCHS, it's import to keep in mind the ACT is another collegereadiness test that is available. All colleges and universities accept both the ACT and the
SAT. Some students might score higher on one test over the other, so it's good to
consider taking each one at least once then decide which test is a better fit before taking
the test again. The focus of the test is for both admissions, and scholarship
considerations. Many colleges award money based on a GPA and test-score matrix.
Research colleges you are considering and how they award scholarships. Here are a
couple examples:
Colorado State University- CLICK HERE.
U of M issouri- M izzou- CLICK HERE.
Each testing agency offers free practice:
Free SAT Prep CLICK HERE.
Free ACT Prep CLICK HERE.
You will need to register for additional test dates through the official testing sites. There
are various testing sites throughout Colorado.
ACT- www.act.org SAT- www.collegeboard.com.
Writing Section- There are fewer college and universities that require the writing section
of the SAT and ACT. Be sure to check with your prospective colleges if they require the
writing sections before taking.

State Testing. It is that time of year for the following
standardized tests to be administered at the upper
school:
CMAS math & English assessments (7th – 8th
grades)
CMAS social studies assessments (7th grade)
CMAS science assessments (8th, & 11th grades)
PSAT exams (9th-10th grades)
SAT exam (11th grade)
Given this advanced notice of these tests, please plan student appointments and
schedules accordingly. When students are absent during testing, it creates a burden on
the staff to administer make-up exams for individual students. We ask for your
consideration in this matter when making daytime appointments.
The testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.

These tests have value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula or programs.
Standardized testing is a state-initiated function of public education, as its goal is
to provide objective insight into a student’s intellectual and academic aptitude
compared to other Colorado students. As a common benchmark, colleges rely on
this information for both undergraduate and graduate admissions. Professional
organizations rely on such tests to determine a candidate’s knowledge in a field of
study (bar exam, actuarial tests, professional engineering exams, architecture
exams, etc.). Developing test-taking skills can be helpful as students age and
mature.
These tests are also the primary way parents have to compare schools
objectively. While test scores (high or low) are not the only means to compare
schools, they are by far the most prolific and publicly available means to do so. We
are proud of the academic accomplishments of our students. To put accurate
results on public display is an acceptable practice.
Our character-education program highlights the foundation stones of
responsibility, cooperation, and citizenship in the elementary school and the
capstone virtues of prudence, fortitude, and justice in the high school. Asking
students to do their best when faced with a standardized test enables them to
display these virtues in a meaningful way. Their lives will likely contain many such
challenges. Teaching students, while they are young, to do their best, whenever
the opportunity presents itself, will help set them apart from their less-motivated
peers.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children
are in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to
show the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

NHS Children's Book Drive. If you would like to donate lightly used books for a
children's book drive, please drop them off in the collection box in Dickinson's Attic (M rs.
Renstrom's room) 118B.

College Fairs. Mark your calendars for some great College Fairs this spring.
Denver College Fair, April 14th, 1:00- 4:00 pm, Cherry Creek High School.
Northern Colorado College Fair, April 30th, 6:30-8:00 pm, Liberty Common High
School.
Over 50 in state and out of state colleges- 2 year and 4 year
·
Breakout Sessions:
Understanding Scholarships and Financial Aid
Preparing and completing your college application
Boettcher, Daniels Fund, Northern Colorado Scholarship Foundation and Gap
year option organizations will be available
STEM College Fair, June 8, 1:00-4:00 pm, Colorado School of Mines
Questions to ask at a college fair- see attached

Register for Liberty Common Theater by
CLICKING HERE.

What’s Economics To You? Win $1,000 answering this question in an essay contest
by CLICKING HERE. High-school seniors and juniors of Colorado are eligible to enter;
and if you do win, your LCHS econ instructor gets a $250 prize for inspiring you.
Deadline: March 29, 2019.

Upcoming Trips
Travel to South Korea Summer 2019. CLICK
HERE for more information. Andrea Heyman,
coordinator of the annual visit of students from
our sister-school, GyeSeong school of Seoul, will
be leading a trip to South Korea in July,
2019. Details are still being finalized; CLICK
HERE to email Andrea Heyman for more
information.

M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email M r. Lunn if interested.

2020 European Trip. Participate in a 2020 trip
to Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. Contact M r.
Tullius or M r. Seiple for more information.

BOD Approved 2019-2020 School Holidays and
Intermissions
Aug. 26 | Classes Begin
Sept. 2 | Labor Day
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 27-29 |Thanksgiving
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 14 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day
March 16-20 |Spring Break
April 10 | Good Friday
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937

Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556
Upcoming Board Meetings- March 28th, 6:00PM, New Location, LCHS
Acropolis.
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email
hsinfo@libertycommon.org Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM)
970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED







Visit our website

Join Our Mailing List



