Jared Dybzinski delivered a profound keynote address on C.S. Lewis at our fourth
annual Festival of Ideas. The audience was deeply moved and inspired.
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Next week at Liberty Common School is William Shakespeare week.
Next week is William Shakespeare Week at
LCHS. William Shakespeare (1564 - 1616) is among
the most influential figures in human civilization. He
wrote plays and acted in the late 16th and early
17th centuries. His reputation as a dramatic genius
is recognized worldwide. His characters and plots
present the essence of human nature portrayed
through a wide range of emotions and conflicts
preceding and transcending Elizabethan England.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Politics and the Maintenance of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Lots of Liberty Common administrators were “out” yesterday,
and today. I sent a larger-than-normal delegation to this year’s
annual conference of the Colorado League of Charter
Schools. A few parent/volunteers on Liberty’s Board of Directors
attended, too.

Locking arms with other charter-school
leaders always proves valuable to Liberty,
and to the greater charter-school movement,
especially now. Recent political changes at
the State Capitol have resulted in a oneparty majority in all three branches of state
government. This, in turn, has generated a
rather steady, and immediate stream of
attacks on charter schools.
Times like these remind us that school
choice, and parental empowerment, are not
guaranteed in Colorado. There really are
powerful political forces, invariably led by public-school teacher unions, plotting daily to
divert public resources, priorities, and academic opportunity away from schoolchildren,
and toward privileged political interests.
This is why political positioning has become a key emphasis of our Board’s “Strategic
Plan.” Our school has always been a leader in broadening and perfecting charter-school
policy at the local, state, and national levels.
All Liberty parents should be inclined to help, too. One good way is to join the Colorado
Charter Advocacy Network online (CLICK HERE). You’ll receive occasional “Action
Alerts,” legislative updates, and prompts when it’s time to contact elected officials and
apply your political might to the important cause of educational liberty.

All-Liberty News
Liberty Student, Family Face Crisis. LCHS
senior Trinity Scarpella is facing a very serious
health situation. She was recently diagnosed with
acute myelogenous leukemia (AML), and is
simultaneously battling other life-threatening
complications including pneumonia, fever, and
more. Please CLICK HERE to visit a CaringBridge
site through which her family is communicating news
of Trinity’s progress. Guidance on donations and
prayers is also being communicated through the
site. CLICK HERE to link directly to a donation
portal set up to help the family cover medical
expenses. Comments and messages can be left at
both sites. Trinity is a very important part of the
LCHS community, and substantially defines the character of our student body. Parents
Becky & Todd Scarpella are fantastic figures in our Liberty Common community, as are
Trinity’s brothers Jadon (10th grade), and Gabriel (8th grade). More information will be
communicated here as it becomes known. In the meantime, please connect through the
links herein included.

M andatory Sex-Ed Curriculum. Like most charter-school leaders in Colorado, the
Liberty Common Board of Directors is strenuously opposing passage of state legislation
that would impose a new mandated sex-ed curriculum in Colorado public schools,
including charter-public schools. The following message was sent last week to all
Northern Colorado State Senators. Please read it, and add your voice as requested
below.
Dear Northern Colorado State Senators: With this week’s House passage of HB 1032,
you and your Senate colleagues will soon be taking up the bill “concerning
comprehensive human sexuality education.” As you do, Liberty Common School’s Board
of Directors, administrators, faculty, and parents urge you to consider a Resolution
(CLICK HERE) adopted by the school’s Board last night opposing the bill. In sum, the
parent-leaders of our school (unanimously) regard any and all curricular mandates,
restrictions, or statutory directives as harmful to both the spirit, and the letter of the
Colorado Charter Schools Act; and by extension disruptive to Colorado’s charter-public
schools including Liberty Common School.
We request your most serious consideration of the arguments articulated in the
Resolution. Furthermore, we are happy to answer any questions, or discuss with you in
any way, the impact of this legislation upon the children of our school, and upon
Colorado’s public-education system in general.
As engaged, and vigorous advocates for public education, and as public-school leaders
committed to continual instructional improvement throughout our state, we feel compelled
to share our experienced viewpoints with you in hopes you will support Colorado’s
longstanding constitutional emphasis upon “local-control” as it applies to public-school
curriculum, management, and institutional leadership. Thank you for serving as our
community’s representatives at the State Capitol. We remain grateful.
Please CLICK HERE to view the Resolution passed by the Liberty Common School Board
of Directors.
Please contact all Northern Colorado State Senators and voice your opinions supporting
our school, and other charter schools throughout Colorado, in their opposition to HB
1032. The bill is moving through the Senate quickly.
Senators representing Northern Colorado are:
Joann Ginal | Senate District 14 | 303-866-4569 | joannginal@yahoo.com
Rob Woodward | Senate District 15 | 303-866-4853 | rob.woodward.senate@state.co.us
Vicki M arble | Senate District 23 | 303-866-4876 | vicki.marble.senate@state.co.us
Jerry Sonnenberg | Senate District 1 | 970.581.8648 | senatorsonnenberg@gmail.com
It is also important to contact Governor Jared Polis, and urge him to continue his
tradition of supporting charter-school autonomy by opposing HB1032. CLICK HERE to
share your comments with the governor.
Here’s how some of Northern Colorado’s Representatives voted when HB 1032 passed
the House last week:
AYE: Jeni Arndt | House District 53 | 303-866-2917 | jeni.arndt.house@state.co.us
AYE: Cathy Kipp.| House District 52 | 303-866-4569 | cathy.kipp.house@state.co.us
NAY: Perry Buck | House District 49 | 303-866-2901 | perrybuck49@gmail.com
NAY: Hugh M cKean | House District 51 | Phone: 303-866-2947 |
hugh.mckean.house@state.co.us
CLICK HERE for an interactive map to determine who represents you in the Colorado
General Assembly. The Liberty Board of Directors is grateful for all efforts to protect our
school, and support Colorado’s charter-school movement.

Tickets On Sale For The Sunset Soiree. Imagine yourself walking down the red
carpet, greeted with a glass of champagne and hors d’oeuvres while live jazz music plays
in the background. Don't miss Liberty Common School's next big event. Not only is it
going to be classy, social, and entertaining, but by simply purchasing a ticket, guests are

supporting K-12 education. Yes, by attending a cocktail party, you are making a financial
contribution toward your child's education. If you aren't excited yet, prepare yourself for
the dessert auction showcase and a featured performance by singer/songwriter, Kaleigh
Glanton, who earned herself a "4-chair turn-around" on "The Voice." PURCHASE
TICKETS NOW, line up a babysitter, and invite your friends for what will surely be a
wonderful evening.
Sponsor the Sunset Soirée. Would your business like to sponsor our fundraising
event? Your company will be recognized verbally at the event, in our event program, and
on our website. For more information, please EMAIL US or call 970-672-5825.

Job Opportunities at Liberty. Please visit our website to keep up-to-date on the job
openings for the 2019-2020 school year. Referrals are often the best source for
employees, so please pass these along if you know of anyone who would excel as a
physics instructor, latin instructor, music instructor, or AST para-professional.

Guest speakers, M r. Coleman and M r. Lunn held their audiences captive at Festival of
Ideas. With presentations on topics as diverse as beekeeping and Jazz, the festival was
a feast for the minds and imaginations of all that attended.

2018-2019 Important Dates

Important Dates.
March 6 | Open-campus, juniors and seniors
March 7 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCHS, Acropolis
March 7 | National History Day Presentations, 2:45PM, Great Hall
March 12 | FBLA Pancake Day during lunch
March 15 | 6th-Grade Day, All-day, 3rd-Quarter ends
March 18-22 | Spring Break, No School
March 26 | Spring Choral Concert and Instrumental Concert 6:30PM, Colosseum
March 27 | Open campus, seniors only
March 27 | Purple Duck Trophy Ceremony, 2:15PM, Colosseum
March 28 | High-school Lyceum, Neenan Cup Ceremony, 2:15PM, Colosseum
March 28 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCHS, Acropolis
March 29 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day
March 29 | Sunset Soirée, 7:00PM, Windsong Estate Event Center
March 30 | Spring Fling High-school dance, 7:00PM-10:00PM, LCHS Great Hall
April 5 | Game on! High-school game night
April 6 | Liberty-to-Liberty 5K
April 9 | Seniors-To-The-Capital
April 9 | CMAS, SAT, and PSAT Testing
April 10 | Open-campus, seniors and juniors
April 10 | Character Education Assembly, Gratitude 2:00PM, Colosseum
April 12 | Jr-high Spring Dance, 6:30PM-9:00PM
April 12 | 5th-and 6th- Grade Dessert Auction, 7:00PM, LCS Performance Hall
April 13 | High-school Prom, 8:00PM- 11:00PM, The Lincoln Center
April 15 | Public-Information Night, LCHS, 6:30PM
April 19 | Good Friday, No School
April 24 | Open-campus, seniors only
April 24 | High-School Induction Ceremony, 2:00PM, Colosseum
April 25 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCHS, Acropolis
April 26 | Liberty/College T-Shirt Day
April 26-28 | LCHS Spring Play, Fri-7:00PM, Sat-7:00PM Sun- 2:00PM, LCS
Performance Hall
April 29 | Public-Information Night, LCS, 6:30PM
CLICK HERE for school calendar.
CLICK HERE to view school bell schedule and block-day schedule.

2018-2019 School Holidays and Intermissions
March 18-22 | Spring Break | No school
April 19 | Good Friday | No school

From Casey Churchill, LCS
Principal

“Education Trucks”
By Casey Churchill

“I love this town!” I say this all the time and it drives my wife crazy, but I do. We own a
house in Old Town, Fort Collins and frequently take walks around City Park. Every now
and then we encounter the food truck rally in City Park. This is usually a great occasion
to declare aloud “I love this town!” Shannon, my wife, will roll her eyes.
The food truck rally lays bare the transparency of which foods are best. It is pretty easy
to figure this out by using your senses. I smell for the best food and I look for the most
appealing dishes served. But the best and quickest way to find the best food truck is to
look for the longest line and go there. I am always skeptical of the food trucks where no
one is lined up.
This same concept should be applied
to education. The sign of a great
school should be determined by the
consumer not by a government
bureaucrat. The consumer should be
free to choose what they want. If a
parent has a child that learns better
through a hands-on experiential
curriculum, then they should send their
child to an expeditionary learning
school. If someone else has a child that
learns better through a Montessori or
Waldorf experience then they should
look for these types of schools. Choice in education creates a free market approach
driving costs down and driving quality up. Competition is good.
Consider this, if you were to swap out food trucks for education programs, which
“education trucks” would have the longest lines? The telltale of a good product is based
on what consumers want. Liberty’s “education truck” would have a line of over 1000
people wanting a top notch education (1097 to be exact as of 1/31/19). Wouldn’t the best
schools be the ones with the longest lines or lottery lists?
The opposite could also be said. If no one is interested in a school because of its low
performance then shouldn’t that school be shut down? New teachers and administration
could come in to change things up and provide a curriculum that the parents of that
school want. Parental choice in education should drive the educational market at these
schools.

Parents that attend Liberty have fought hard to get in. They have gone online to
research schools, they have attended information nights, they have had family
discussions about educational philosophies, they have toured various schools, etc. I wish
finding the right school could be just as easy as taking a stroll through City Park and
attending the food truck rally, but it isn’t. Schools are more complicated. Parents need to
put in the time and research. This is ultimately their right and responsibility.

As you can see above, educational choice is becoming more widespread not only in
Colorado but also across the US. Last year, National Alliance for Public Charter Schools
published a report about charter school enrollment.
“In 2017-18, more than 7,000 charter schools enroll nearly 3.2 million students. Between
2016- 17 and 2017-18, estimated charter school enrollment increased by more than
150,000 students. The estimated 5 percent growth in charter school enrollment between
fall 2016 and fall 2017 demonstrates continued parental demand for innovative and highquality educational options.”
Parents are beginning to do research about all the great educational opportunities
available. Congratulations to all families whose kids are currently in our school. You
jumped early into a long line (our lottery), and are already being served. I have no doubt
you chose- the best school. There is no better person to make the best choices for your
children than you, the parent.
So next time you are at a food-truck rally in town, revel in the beauty of a free market
where you are free to choose the food you want to eat that night. Flock to the longest
lines just as parents have been doing here at Liberty Common School for years.
M r. Churchill’s Top Food Truck Picks
Waffle Lab
Wing Shack
Nom Nom
Umami
Corndoggies
M r. Churchill’s Top “Education” Truck Picks
Liberty Common School

Dear Parents,
Liberty Common School is always looking to improve and
we need your help. This year our Board of Directors has
modified the parent surveys. We will send families two
surveys. The first survey is a general survey sent all
families in the school. You will find a link below to this brief
survey. Please complete by March 8th. We will then send a student specific survey to all
families in elementary, junior high, and high school. Student specific surveys should be
filled out for each child in your family.
These surveys are very important for the Board of Directors and administration to learn
about your needs and areas where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking
time to give your feedback.
Click Here to take survey.
Sincerely,
Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

High School Newsworthy Notices
Open Campus. Wednesday, March 6th is Open Campus for all seniors and juniors
(10:36 – 11:25AM). Please remember to sign out and sign back in on sheets near the
main doorway, and do not return late.

FBLA Fundraising Event. On March 12th during lunch at Eagles Landing there will be
pancakes for sale. Cost will be $3 for 4 pancakes and $1 for 1 pancake. Please come
and support FBLA.

Loveland Laser Tag Fun. FBLA is putting on an event
at Loveland Laser Tag (401 Denver Ave, Loveland, CO)
next Friday, March 8, from 6 pm – 10 pm for a Liberty
Laser Tag Extravaganza. When you arrive, check in at
the front desk and say that you are there for the Liberty
Common FBLA event. For just $25 you can get an allinclusive events pass which includes a 4-hour unlimited
time card in the arcade and endless laser tag. Please
come out and support our FBLA team so they can afford the State Competition! All
proceeds go to support.

From Mrs. Kearney, Assistant
Principal

Junior-High Carnival Dance. Tonight,
March 1, the Order of Valhalla is hosting a
dance for junior-high students. The dance
is carnival-themed, and cotton candy and
popcorn will be provided. This is a casual

dance, so you can wear anything that
applies to the free-dress-day dress code. It will be from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., and the cost
will be $7 at lunch and $10 at the door. No guests will be allowed at this event. All
proceeds will go to the Lagowski Family. Please direct any questions to M r. Norris.

Junior-High Game Night. Come to the junior-high Game
Night sponsored by the Order of Valhalla on Friday,
March 15th from 5:00-10:00 p.m. Pizza and snacks will be
provided. Personal computers and tablets are not
allowed. Admission is $10 at the door. Guests are not
allowed. See Cole Kashay (LCHS Class of 2023) or
Ethan Sinley (LCHS Class of 2024) with questions. FreeDress-Day Rules Apply.

From Dr. Robinson, Assistant
Principal

AP Exam Registration. Registration for all AP exams must be completed no later than
March 15th through this website. The standard registration fee is $94. If you need to
take the exam at a later date because of a conflict, please see Mrs. Harkey to discuss
whether your situation qualifies. Late fees would apply.

Practice SAT Exam. For those who RSVPd for the practice SAT exam, please report to
the school a few minutes before 8:00 AM tomorrow, March 2nd, so we can start as close
to 8:00 as possible. Lunch will be served, and we will discuss the results after the
test. The event will end around 1 PM.

From Mrs. Campbell, College
Counselor
Noteworthy Articles About College

Preparing for the tests: ACT and SAT.
As high-school juniors prepare for the state SAT on
April 9th at LCHS, it's import to keep in mind the
ACT is another college-readiness test that is
available. All colleges and universities accept both
the ACT and the SAT. Some students might score
higher on one test over the other, so it's good to
consider taking each one at least once then decide
which test is a better fit before taking the test again. The focus of the test is for both
admissions, and scholarship considerations. Many colleges award money based on a
GPA and test-score matrix. Research colleges you are considering and how they award

scholarships. Here are a couple examples:
Colorado State University- CLICK HERE
U of M issouri- M izzou- CLICK HERE
Each testing agency offers free practice:
Free SAT Prep CLICK HERE
Free ACT Prep CLICK HERE
You will need to register for additional test dates through the official testing sites. There
are various testing sites throughout Colorado.
ACT- www.act.org SAT- www.collegeboard.com.
Writing Section- There are fewer college and universities that require the writing section
of the SAT and ACT. Be sure to check with your prospective colleges if they require the
writing sections before taking.

Fee Waivers. Fee waivers are available for the SAT, ACT and AP exams if your family
qualifies. Click here to see if your family is eligible. If you qualify for a test waiver, please
see M rs. Campbell for ACT or SAT waivers and M rs. Harkey for AP test waivers in the
Pnyx College Center. There are test prep companies available, but I highly encourage
you to take the time to understand all fees before committing. If you would like more
information regarding specific test prep companies, please let me know.

College Fairs. Mark your calendars for some great College Fairs this spring.
Denver College Fair, April 14th, 1:00- 4:00 pm, Cherry Creek High School.
Northern Colorado College Fair, April 30th, 6:30-8:00 pm, Liberty Common High
School.
Over 50 in state and out of state colleges- 2 year and 4 year
·
Breakout Sessions:
Understanding Scholarships and Financial Aid
Preparing and completing your college application
Boettcher, Daniels Fund, Northern Colorado Scholarship Foundation and Gap
year option organizations will be available
STEM College Fair, June 8, 1:00-4:00 pm, Colorado School of Mines
Questions to ask at a college fair- see attached

AST Tip Of The Week
Keeping Track of M issing Work. Liberty assigns a lot of homework; every student will
miss an assignment every once-in-a-while. Students should routinely check Powerschool
for any missing assignments. They then need to record these missing assignments in
their planners and complete them ASAP in order to receive partial credit. The best way to
keep track is by picking a unique color of pen or marker that you only use to write
missing assignments in your planner. This helps students to save page space, instills a
sense of urgency, and makes it easier to keep track of missing work. Lastly, students
should avoid the mistake of simply writing “missing work” in their planners. This can
cause confusion about the assignment that delays its completion.
For more tips, check out the AST Website: CLICK HERE

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th-Grade Basketball
3/2, Time TBD, at Platte Valley, Semi-finals and finals.
Stay tuned to Liberty Common Booster Facebook page for updates.
8th-Grade Basketball
3/2, Time TBD, at Platte Valley, Semi-finals and finals.
Stay tuned to Liberty Common Booster Facebook page for updates.
JH Spring Athletic Registration Don't pay athletic fee until after season begins and
Mr. Knab sends an email informing you to do so.
Register for JH Track & Field (7th & 8th)- Click HERE.
First practice is Monday, 3/4, 3:30pm, elementary-school gym
Coach Reeves, Coach Wilcox, Coach Kissane
Register for JH Girl's Soccer (6th - 8th) - Click HERE.
First practice is Monday, 3/11, 3:30pm, elementary-school soccer field (Everett Field)
Coach Hubbeling
New - Bissell Baseball Camp
Click HERE for flyer information, K - 8th.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves (Boys); Coach Hubbeling (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports
HS Spring Athletic Registration. Don't pay athletic fee until after season begins and
Mr. Knab sends an email informing you to do so.
Baseball
Thu, 3/7, 3:30pm; 5:30pm, Home, vs Lyons High School
Sat, 3/9, 11am; 1pm, Away,@Front Range Christian (varsity only - double header)
Track & Field
Sat, 3/9, 10am, Away, Windsor High School, NOCO Qualifier
Soccer
Sat, 3/9, 12pm; 2pm, Home, vs Kent Denver Kinard Middle School.
Register for M en's Baseball - Click HERE.
Coach Bissell.

Register for Women's Soccer - Click HERE.
Coach Salehi.
Register for M en and Women Track & Field - Click HERE.
Coach Nichols
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi.
Track & Field - Coach Nichols
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school Colosseum?
Contact Rebecca Finkel.

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters/ Support LCHS
Support Liberty.

CLICK HERE if interested.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for
you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Liberty Parent Should Know
Why M ath Facts Rule
Math Fact Automaticity, the ability to immediately recognize addition,

subtraction, multiplication, and division of numbers 0 through 12,
takes practice. Automaticity allows students to focus their mental
energies on the demands of more difficult math concepts. Just as a
student cannot appreciate great... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good M anners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 64. A Pleasant Voice. Girls, be
especially careful to cultivate a pleasant
speaking voice. Avoid loud talking and
careless phrases, such as, 'yep,' 'swell,' 'cutie,'
'all rightie.' You make yourself conspicuous by
calling everyone 'dearie,' 'honey,' 'sweetie,'
and other pet names.
"Remember to say, 'Please,' 'Thank you,' 'I’m sorry,' 'Pardon me;' and to answer,
'Yes, mother,' or, 'Yes, Miss Lane.' The omission of these simple little phrases
makes you seem unmannerly.”

Alumni Update From Paige Gowing, now the Librarian
at Liberty Common School.

How many people knew that Liberty’s awesome librarian, M rs. Paige Gowing, attended
Liberty Common School; and, as a child, read books from the very library she now
maintains as an adult? No fiction here. Mrs. Gowing attended Liberty through her
elementary and junior-high years. Liberty didn’t have a high school back then, so Paige
attended Rocky Mountain High School graduating in 2009. From there, she earned an
Associate of Arts degree at Front Range Community College, and a BA in English from
CSU with a concentration in creative writing.

After graduating from CSU, Paige worked as a front-office aid, and an AST aid at our
high school. When the late M rs. Connie Behr announced her retirement in 2017, Paige
applied for the job, got it, and now works in the same space – now called The Connie
Behr Memorial Library – she came to love as a kid. “All the classics I learned about at
Liberty became my favorites,” Mrs. Gowing said. “When I saw some of these authors
again in college, I was totally ready and enthusiastic to learn even more about them at
the next level.” Now, she thrives by acquainting Liberty Common students with the same
thrill of reading.
“I love the Liberty community,” Gowing said. “I like being with the kids, instilling in them a
love for books, and helping them find the right books. It’s like a puzzle.”
Mrs. Gowing’s mother is M rs. Bev Hanawalt, the schools Director of
Operations. “Because I was here for so long,” Gowing said, “this school has become a
huge part of my life. Plus, my mom started working here when I was in the 5th grade, and
that deepened the impact of the school in our family, and on me. As a Liberty student, I
volunteered for my mom, my teachers, and Mrs. Behr on occasion. I feel like the
education I got at Liberty really set me up for the rest of my education. I had so much
background information from attending Liberty, that I went on to high school, into college,
and my career very well prepared to do well – totally confident in my abilities. My high
school was easy-peasy thanks to what I learned at Liberty. In college, I knew I wanted to
read books, and to be with good books.”
A particularly memorable school project Mrs. Gowing remembers involved making a video
of a scene from Pirates of the Caribbean. “For Señora V’s (M rs. Velgersdyk) Level-3
Spanish class, we had to translate the script into Spanish,” Gowing explained. “We filmed
it at Horsetooth Rock, and presented it in class. We did pretty well. We got a good
grade!”
Mrs. Gowing has some good advice for current Liberty students: “Read all the classics
you can find. Read them all, even if they seem boring. There’s a reason they’re
‘classic.’ It’s because they have something important to offer; and, in reality, they’re
actually not boring,” she says. “So many other modern works are based upon themes
and stories from the classics.”
Gowing also has some general life advice about attending a demanding school like
Liberty, and the importance of lifelong learning. “Stick with it,” she says. “Perseverance is
the key to achieving anything that you want.” Gowing says knowing how to persevere
made a big difference in her life. “I applied for job, after job, after job, until I finally got the
one at Liberty that is a perfect fit for me,” she explained. “Pick your goals, and go for it.”

LCHS Opportunity Society
LCHS students and alumni are eager for job and career opportunities. Need a great
candidate for your business’ next job opportunity? Please have it posted here to share
with Colorado’s most dependable, and most intelligent students and graduates. Please
email a position description to Mr. Torgun Lovely and we’ll promptly draw our students’
attention to it.

Job Opportunity. BrightStar Care is looking for Liberty students who are at least 18 to
join their in-home healthcare company. The company provides paid training for CNA
certification for qualified applicants. If interested, look on its website for more
information.

Write Essay, Win Scholarship. A Colorado-based drivers-ed school is offering a
$1,500 scholarship to a high-school senior, or junior who plans to attend college, and
who writes the best essay. CLICK HERE for contest details. Deadline is April 30th .

Summer Job. Splash Pool Services is now hiring for
lifeguards and pool maintenance technicians for summer
employment. Training can and will be provided for both
positions. All lifeguard applicants should either be
enrolled in a lifeguard training class or hold a current
lifeguard certification. Please find our list of Lifeguard
Training classes here. Once you are enrolled in a class,
or have a current certification, fill out our online
application; and you will be contacted for an interview. Interviews have begun."

News Worth Repeating
8th-Grade Students To "Choice" Dress Code. Congratulations to LCHS 8th-grade
students for entering the final leg of their K-8 Liberty Common School journey. In the
spirit of acknowledging them for what they have achieved and who they are becoming,
the privilege of dressing according to the high-school Choice Dress Code will be
extended to them beginning on Monday, March 25th (beginning of 4th quarter) with the
submission of a signed agreement form, which is due by Friday, March 15th. The
agreement form and the Choice Dress Code Summary will be distributed to students
during Order time on Thursday, March 7th. Please direct any questions to M rs.
Kearney.

Articles of Interest. CLICK HERE to read an article by Director of Admissions UNC
Greeley, Sean Brogenhammer about questions to ask when searching for a college.

State Testing. It is that time of year for the following
standardized tests to be administered at the upper
school:
CMAS math & English assessments (7th – 8th
grades)
CMAS social studies assessments (7th grade)
CMAS science assessments (8th, & 11th grades)
PSAT exams (9th-10th grades)
SAT exam (11th grade)
Given this advanced notice of these tests, please plan student appointments and
schedules accordingly. When students are absent during testing, it creates a burden on
the staff to administer make-up exams for individual students. We ask for your
consideration in this matter when making daytime appointments.

The testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.
These tests have value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula or programs.
Standardized testing is a state-initiated function of public education, as its goal is
to provide objective insight into a student’s intellectual and academic aptitude
compared to other Colorado students. As a common benchmark, colleges rely on
this information for both undergraduate and graduate admissions. Professional
organizations rely on such tests to determine a candidate’s knowledge in a field of
study (bar exam, actuarial tests, professional engineering exams, architecture
exams, etc.). Developing test-taking skills can be helpful as students age and
mature.
These tests are also the primary way parents have to compare schools
objectively. While test scores (high or low) are not the only means to compare
schools, they are by far the most prolific and publicly available means to do so. We
are proud of the academic accomplishments of our students. To put accurate
results on public display is an acceptable practice.
Our character-education program highlights the foundation stones of
responsibility, cooperation, and citizenship in the elementary school and the
capstone virtues of prudence, fortitude, and justice in the high school. Asking
students to do their best when faced with a standardized test enables them to
display these virtues in a meaningful way. Their lives will likely contain many such
challenges. Teaching students, while they are young, to do their best, whenever
the opportunity presents itself, will help set them apart from their less-motivated
peers.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children
are in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to
show the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

7th-Grade Fieldtrip. On Friday, March 15th, all 7th graders will report to school at the
normal time, take the National Latin Exam during 1st period, and then depart for the
Denver Art Museum or the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. Bring a disposable
lunch, and wear comfortable walking shoes. Students are reminded to turn in their
permission slips. We still need parent chaperones. Please email Mr. Seiple to volunteer.

Summer Academic Opportunities – Save The Date. The
following junior-high and high-school summer academic
opportunities will be offered during Summer 2019. Registration will
begin in early March. Please watch the Liberty Common Sense for
registration and a complete guide with detailed course
information. All courses fill on a first-come-first-serve basis with a
non-refundable deposit. Questions should be directed to the course
instructor or M rs. Stoltzfus, Summer School Coordinator.
Please note, the grade level listed is the grade the student will be entering in the 19-20
school year.

NHS Children's Book Drive. If you would like to donate lightly used books for a
children's book drive, please drop them off in the collection box in Dickinson's Attic (M rs.
Renstrom's room) 118B.

Register for Liberty Common Theater by
CLICKING HERE.

Protecting Student-Data Privacy. Protecting the confidentiality of student data is a
professional imperative for all faculty and staff at Liberty Common School. It’s a legal
imperative replete with both state and federal laws, rules, regulations, regulators, and
enforcers. Please CLICK HERE to read an article published by a Liberty Common School
parent who is a national expert on this topic. The essay includes dozens of informative
hyperlinks to other worthy articles, reports, laws, etc. We’re looking for a handful of
parents to serve the school in an advisory capacity focusing on these topics, to help
elevate institutional currency on trends, to monitor the school’s practices, and to advise
the school’s leadership accordingly. If interested, please email M s. Sarah Hunt.

Summer Opportunities. Looking for an
engaging summer opportunity? Summer
program are available for all grade levels and
academic areas: writing, business, engineering,
etc. CLICK HERE Take a look at this
comprehensive list to learn more.

What’s Economics To You? Win $1,000 answering this question in an essay contest
by CLICKING HERE. High-school seniors and juniors of Colorado are eligible to enter;
and if you do win, your LCHS econ instructor gets a $250 prize for inspiring you.
Deadline: March 29, 2019.

Upcoming Trips
Travel to South Korea Summer 2019. CLICK
HERE for more information. Andrea Heyman,
coordinator of the annual visit of students from
our sister-school, GyeSeong school of Seoul, will
be leading a trip to South Korea in July,
2019. Details are still being finalized; CLICK
HERE to email Andrea Heyman for more
information.

M usic, M ountains, Chocolate. Travel to the
Alpine world of Switzerland, Bavaria and Austria.
M r. Lunn is leading his fourth tour of this
fascinating and beautiful region of Europe during
Spring Break of 2020. This trip is open to highschool students, parents and LCHS alumni.
Email Mr. Lunn if interested.

2020 European Trip. Participate in a 2020 trip
to Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. Contact M r.
Tullius or M r. Seiple for more information.

BOD Approved 2019-2020 School Holidays and
Intermissions
Aug. 26 | Classes Begin
Sept. 2 | Labor Day
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 27-29 |Thanksgiving
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 14 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 17 | Presidents' Day
March 16-20 |Spring Break
April 10 | Good Friday
May 22 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

Board of Directors

Board of Directors
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Joel Goeltl 970-593-8556
Upcoming Board Meetings- March 7th and March 28th, 6:00PM, New
Location, LCHS Acropolis.
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500 Option 2 or
email Mrs. Shafer at ashafer@libertycommon.org.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:15 AM - 3:45 PM
Principal: Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
STAY CONNECTED
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Join Our Mailing List



