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Newsworthy Notices
This Week is Claude Shannon Week.
Claude Shannon is known as the father of
information theory. In his time he went
where no one had gone before. His work
centered around electronic communication.
He was the first person to connect the
binary digit as the basic unit of all
communication. He was also involved with
cryptography. He came up with the idea of
"perfect secrecy" in which an encrypted
message gives up no information about the

original message.

Back-To-School Night. All LCHS parents should plan on attending Back-to-School Night
this Wednesday, September 7th 2016 6:30PM in the Great Hall. Please come early as the
meeting begins promptly at 6:30PM. Bring your student’s schedule with you on Wednesday
as you will be following it to meet with her/his instructors throughout the evening. You’ll
have about 10 minutes with each instructor immediately after the 6:30 briefing in the Great
Hall. This event is quite important for all LCHS families. Please plan on attending. The event
ends at approximately 8:30PM.
Register To Vote. Just a few days after
becoming a U.S. citizen, LCHS Spanish
instructor Paulina Deitrick registered to
vote. LCHS is an official voter-registration
center. Principal Bob Schaffer and art
instructor Mrs. Megan Salazar are Deputy
Registrars for the Office of the Larimer
County Clerk and Recorder. Students: If
you’re of voting age and not yet registered to
vote, you have no excuse. We can’t make it
any easier. All parents, grandparents,
faculty and friends are welcome to register
(or update registration information such as
addresses changes, party affiliation, etc.) at
the school. Just come by and ask.
Student Volunteers Needed Wednesday. ThisWednesday at 6:30PM, parents of all
LCHS students will gather at the school forBack-to-School Night. After the initial parent
gathering in the GreatHall, parents break up following their student’s schedule throughout
the school– and they tend to get lost. We need a handful of student volunteers tobe on hand
to hold up “Ask Me” signs and point parents to the properclassrooms. If you can assist,
please just show up. Mr. Schafferwould be quite grateful, so would a bunch of your friends’
parents.
Free-Dress Day. The first scheduled quarterlyFree-Dress Day of the school year is this
Friday, September 9th,2016. Students may be in regular Dress Code or adhere to more
relaxed“Free-Dress Day” guidelines.
9th Hour Cancellation. All 9th hour clubs will be cancelled on Thursday 9/8 for anallschool-fall-sports-pep rally. There will not be an early dismissal at2:45.
Career ExplorationOpportunity. The Armed services Vocational Aptitude Battery is a
vetted and validated aptitude test thatcan provide students insight into their academic ability.
Results can be apredictor of future academic and occupational successes.This test will be
administered at Fort Collins High Schoolon Saturday, November 12th at 8:00AM; registration
deadline isOctober 29th. CLICK HERE for more information. If your are interested, see Ms.
Hunt in the front office to sign-up.
Remembering September 11th.
Sunday, Sept.11th marks the 15th
anniversary of four coordinated terrorist
attacks that ended the lives of 2,996 people
and set America on a course of warfare that
continues today. LCHS will mark the day
with solemn remembrance of the victims and
historic appreciation for the global
significance of this tragic event. LCHS
Principal Bob Schaffer was a Member of
the U.S. Congress at the time of the attack
and chronicled his experiences including

his visit to "Ground Zero" one month after the attack. Schaffer's memoir has been used in
Liberty classrooms in past years drawing the lessons of 9/11 close to home. CLICK HERE
and scroll to the bottom of the page to read it.
Thank you from Mr. Rappenecker. As I
sit here on the veranda, sipping on my
morning coffee, listening to the ocean
waves crashing on the shore, true
amazement comes to mind. First, that we
are here experiencing this beautiful
paradise. Second, but most important, is
how we happened to be here, thanks to the
amazing Class of 2016 and the whole
Liberty Common family, which we are
honored to serve. Truly spectacular things
do happen to people in their lives and this
is one of them. It has been a great joy to
watch you students mature on your road of
life and to know you are all destined for great things because of your hard work, ethics, and
character. Always remember to share your love and light with others as often as possible.
Try to be kind and gentle for we are all on this wheel of life together, growing and becoming
better human beings. Know that a piece of me goes with you and a piece of you comes with
me. Hopefully it is the best of all of us that will carry us all forward. Thanks for the
memories Class of 2016.
In Gratitude and Love,
Don and Suzie Rappenecker
ReallyNeeded: Grandparent's-Day Volunteers. AttentionLiberty parents: The
Grandparents DayPlanning Committee really, really needs a few more volunteers to help
planthis year’s annual Grandparent's Day. First, all members of the current committeeare a
ton of fun. We meet just a few hours per month – late morningFridays – leading up to the
November 22nd event. Grandparent'sDay at Liberty is a beloved, cherished tradition, and
arguably the mostrewarding and heartwarming event at Liberty. Please e-mailsupermom
committee chair Erin Mihulka to sign up. CLICK HERE to read more about this
specialLiberty tradition. We lost a couple of last year’s volunteers due to theirkids’
graduating, etc., and now need to replace them. Please don’t leaveus hanging. We need
you! Thank you.

From Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
"To The Republic"
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS principal
Not every Liberty student got to see it, but it
would have been wonderful if they had.
One of Liberty Common High School’s
instructors became America’s newest
citizen.
I hope Liberty students will always be
encouraged to ask their Chilean-born
Spanish instructor about her profound
moment, the lengthy process, and most of
all, her patriotic thoughts leading to the blessed occasion – Friday, August 26th 2016, the
day LCHS Spanish instructor Mrs. Paulina Deitrick achieved U.S. citizenship.
She will never forget it, and she will always be eager to share her perspectives with anyone
who asks. I know because I asked her last Tuesday, and she spent two hours sharing her
perspectives with me.

Mrs. Deitrick’s enthusiasm and love for America are quite inspiring especially for anyone
lucky enough, like I am, to have achieved citizenship through birthright. Her naturalized
citizenship was formalized as part of the school’s annual Torch Trek event which normally
marks the start of Liberty Common High School’s academic year.
This year’s Torch Trek was extraordinary. We cut the ribbon on the school’s latest building
expansion, the addition of a new gymnasium – The Colosseum – and a large gathering area
resembling an ancient Greek stoa.
Then, along with seventy-three other immigrants, Mrs. Deitrick swore the Oath of Allegiance
as it was administered by Larimer County Judge Tom Lynch, right there in the new
Colosseum. Tears were streaming down many of the new citizens’ faces.

If you missed the Naturalization Ceremony which was part of this year’s annual LCHS Torch Trek,
here’s a panoramic photo taken from the front row by LCHS principal Bob Schaffer. The new LCHS
Colosseum was a perfect setting for this event – the first event to take place in this wonderful facility.
Larimer County Sheriff Justin Smith (left) delivered keynote remarks, LCHS Spanish instructor Mrs.
Paulina Deitrick (center) took the Oath of Citizenship along with 73 others, as Larimer County
Judge Tom Lynch (right) administered the Oath.

I couldn’t see themall from my front-row seat, yet I doubt any wept more than Mrs. Deitrick
did. She beamed and sobbed through the whole Oath, right through to the endwhich is
intently effectuated by the solemn words “so help me God.”
Our school communityought to forever note that the very first event to ever take place in the
LCHSColosseum was Mrs. Deitrick’s citizenship ceremony. We ought to rememberwhy,
too.
Citizenship is anembedded virtue at our school. The quality is one of the seven“Foundation
Stones” accentuated for students through the sixth grade. Itis intended to reinforce the moral
character and virtue we expect of all youngAmericans.
A stated goal ofLiberty’s character-education strategy (CLICK HERE), the school
definescitizenship as “using the rights and privileges one has as a member of thecommunity
to make that community a better place; being socially responsible;obeying the laws and
rules; doing one’s part for the common good; respectingauthority; helping your community
by volunteering service.” It’s anage-appropriate, elementary-level statement of the virtue, one
that getsfurther parsed in Liberty’s upper grades.
At the high school, weexamine the
Foundation-Stone principles associated
with Citizenship and framethem within a
deeper, more intellectual understanding
of informed patriotism –one of the six
“Capstone Virtues” internalized through
curriculum, student-lifeactivities, and
daily affirmation. It is important to note
that Libertyflatly rejects the notion of
blind patriotism (CLICK HERE).

We recognizelegitimate patriotism as “Devotion and dedication to the country – allegianceto
the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which itstands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and justice for all.” It is the same patriotic standard to
which Mrs. Deitrick credited herdesire to become a U.S. citizen, and to which she has
pledged her ferventloyalty.
She poured out herheart as she spoke that night to a packed Colosseum. “Through my
husband andour family here, I learned that Americans are hard-working men and women,”
sheexplained. “Americans take pride in their jobs and families, andAmericans never, ever
quit trying to make things better – to be better.
"It is even a part ofthe vision the Founding
Fathers had for their country – the pursuit
ofhappiness was a must. I have pursued
happiness all my life and encouragedothers to
do the same. It seems like a good fit.”
As she concluded herremarks, Mrs. Deitrick
stoked the crowd’s patriotic pride by speaking
directlyto her students in a manner emblematic
of a devoted teacher. “Today, Ichoose to
become an American because I am in love with
this nation and itspeople. I want to become a
part of something bigger. I don’t wantto be just
a guest in this, my homeland,” she told them.
“I want to be anactive participant in every single aspect of this nation, and it is for allthese
reasons and more, that today, I choose to become a citizen of the UnitedStates of America.”
In my office lastTuesday, Mrs. Deitrick registered to vote (Mrs. Salazar and I are
DeputyRegistrars for Larimer County, and LCHS is an official “Voter-RegistrationCenter”).
Last Thursday, Mrs. Deitrick engaged a group of students in a9th-hour discussion about
the essence of her Oath of Allegiance.
Mrs. Deitrick’s newcitizenship is unbowed – active, powerful, and stirring. Her
nationalconversion is thrilling. She has already made us all better Americans.
Her experienceelevates our patriotism, and makes us all feel reconnected to the
classicalhappiness associated with natural, human liberty. It is having a galvanizingeffect on
our students, the faculty, and the entire Liberty community.
We Americans have aperfect Latin phrase for that: E Pluribus Unum!

Mark Your Calendar
Important Dates
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Sept 24 - Oct 8 October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these two weeks)
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Oct 28 Parent/Teacher Conferences- No School
UPCOMING EVENTS
Sep 7 Back-to-School Night (Parents Only)
Sep 19 Public-Information Night
Sep 26 Public-Information Night
Oct 1 Liberty2Liberty 5K Run/Walk
Oct 1 Homecoming

Oct 17 Internet Safety Night
Oct 19 PSAT TEST (Juniors)

From Mr. Lovely, LCHS Assistant Principal
Student-Life Events and Announcements
Club Descriptions. There are many, many 9th-Hour clubs and
activities in which students can get involved. The Extracurricular
Activities page on the LCHS website contains a link to the complete
schedule by day and by teacher as well as descriptions of some of the
clubs.

9th-Hour Clubs/Extra Help. At theend of every day, there is a 30-minute period from 2:45
to 3:15 PM dedicatedfor students to receive extra help from teachers and/or to participate
inacademic extracurricular activities (clickhere to see the schedule). Students may choose
which club or extra-help session they would like to attend each day. Some clubs require
anextra out-of-school commitment, but others are offered on a drop-inbasis. Students who
are not in good academic standing (one or moregrades below 70%, or at a teacher's
discretion) are required to attend 9th-hour extra-help sessions, and will need to submit
weekly reports of their 9th-period attendance to Assistant Principal Lovely. Students
leavingearly must be off the premises by 2:50 PM. They may not loiter anywhere in the
neighborhood, in cars, or on the school property. Students in good academic standingwho
choose to leave at 2:45 PM may not return to LCHS to reenter the school orobtain rides.
Students that act inappropriately while departing early willforfeit this privilege. All students
must be out of the school building by 3:30PM at the end of the school day unless they are
participating in anadult-sponsored activity.
Skiving Defined. Liberty's ninth-hour optionsare a great opportunity for students to get
extra help in their studies. Students falling behind in their grades may be required by their
instructors toattend 9th-hour study clubs, or zero-hour (morning) study sessions.
Suchstudents who are required to attend, but fail to show up for these sessionswill be given
a conduct violation. The proper term for skipping thesesupplemental study sessions is
skiving. If you see this new category in ahomeward violation notice, it means your student
has skipped something he orshe was required to attend at school. "Skiving" also applies
tofailures to show up for lunchtime ransom duty and detentions.

From Sandy Stoltzfus, Academic Dean
Academics: What you need to know
Schedule Changes. The last day to request a schedule change
was Friday,September 2nd. CLICK HERE to review theSchedule
Change Policy.
College Planning Website. Be sure to check out the LCHS
CollegePlanning website CLICK HERE for college-planning
information. College and financial-aid communicationsand
presentations are always posted to the website as a reference.
College Fairs. CLICK HEREfora complete list of college fairs scheduled throughout
Colorado this fall.
Colleges Visiting LCHS. Collegerepresentatives from all over the country are anxious to
meet the outstandingscholars of Liberty Common High School. CLICK HERE or check
yourNaviance account for a list of currently scheduled visits. Watch the Monday Notes
weekly as the listcontinues to grow.

Academic Resources
9th-Hour Clubs. The primary purpose of our 9th-hour is to provide students with the
opportunity to receive extra help from teachers. Parents are encouraged to assist their
students in creating a 9th-hour plan by reviewing the 9th-Hour Club Schedule.
LCHS Academic Support Resource Website. The LCHS Academic Support Team
created a website CLICK HERE to assist all LCHS students with helpful tips and resources
for academic success. Be sure to check it out!
AST Tip Of The Week. Same Time Same Place. As you get used to being backon a
routine and everything seems extra chaotic, a simple way to help yourselfbe organized is to
keep all of your supplies in one place. This will keep youfrom wasting time searching for the
supplies you need for a specificassignment. Having a time and place with supplies and a
study time every day willget you into a positive and productive study routine.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
Sports Page
Hello Liberty Common sports fans. Welcome back to another
fantastic year of competition. I look forward to everything new this
year, new leagues, a new gym at the high school and a new floor at
the elementary school. This will be a spirit-filled year and we are
already well on our way. Below you will find very
important information regarding changes this year, including league
changes and athletic fees.
Congratulations to Liberty Common tennis players, Evan Diehl,
Akhil Gupta and Arjun Gupta. They helped Fossil Ridge take 1st place over the weekend
at its tournament in Loveland.
This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
Boy's jr.-high soccer
Wednesday, 9/7, 4PM, vs Estes Park
7th-grade girl's volleyball
Wednesday, 9/7, 4PM, vs Milliken
8th-grade girl's volleyball
Wednesday, 9/7, 4PM, @ Milliken
Cross Country
Thursday, 9/8, Girls 3:30pm, Boys 3:50pm, @ Stew Case Park (FCHS)
This Week in High-School Sports:
Men's Soccer
Friday, 9/9, 4PM, vs Peak to Peak
Women's Volleyball
Tuesday, 9/6, 4PM, @University School (Greeley)
Cross Country
Saturday, 9/10, 8am, St. Vrain (Lyons HS)
Coaches Wanted
Coaching Jobs Posted - Click HERE

Liberty Common Athletic Boosters
Support Liberty
CLICK HERE if interested.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
“Rule No.190. The Lunchroom. At
the schoollunchroom, you show
your friends what kind of table
manners you have. Have you not
been surprised to see John eatwith
his knife, or Alice leave her spoon in
her cup? You do not want to
bemisjudged by some similar
careless act.
“Be clean before you enter the
lunchroom. Never perform your
cleaning in thelunchroom. You
would not do this in arestaurant.
“Be courteous to those who serve food. It is not smart to criticize the food orservice.
“Move quickly but carefully in the cafeterialine. If you noisily shove and push,
youmake it very difficult for those in charge of the cafeteria to give goodservice.
Share the table space, and donot place your books and wraps on the table.
“You should not take control of a whole table ifspace is scarce.
“Help keep order in the room. If you take your tray of dishes to thereceiving table

before you leave the room, you help greatly in the plan ofservice.”

Alumni Update From

Unfortunately, we are out of Alumni
Updates. If you know of any alumni you
might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two,
please let them know how appreciated their
remarks are to the entire Liberty community.
Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

News Worth Repeating
Robotics. Are you a high-school student
interested in robotics? This year at LCHS,
FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics will be entirely
an extracurricular activity. There are no
prerequisite classes—you just need a
willingness to learn new things, enthusiasm for
applying math and science in a fun team
environment, and regular attendance at team
practices and events. The team is open to
students in grades 9-12. Regular team practices
will be twice a week throughout the school year
in the evenings. Tournaments and miscellaneous
events will be on weekends, usually on Saturdays.
There will be a robotics information and kickoff meeting at LCHS on Monday, September 12,
at 7 PM in the Tesla Lab of the Engineering Wing. This meeting is for interested students
and their parents. Mrs. Lannen will explain the robotics program and answer questions.
Come explore the possibilities and be a part of our team.

CLICK HERE to order.

Upcoming Trips
Costa Rica 2017.

Mrs. Deitrick will be leading a trip to Costa
Rica Spring Break 2017. Email Mrs.
Deitrick for more information.

Italy, Greece Summer 2017.
See all the best sites in Italy and Greece and
learn directly on ancient lands with Mr.
Kem. The tour ends with a multi-day cruise
of the Greek islands. Enrollment has started.
Enroll here. View or download the
itinerary here. E-mail Mr. Kem if interested.

Dominican Republic 2017.
Mrs. Deitrick will be leading a trip to the
Dominican Republic next summer 2017.

Board of Directors
Paulette Hansen: 282-8455
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Joel Goeltl: 593-8556
Jeff Webb: 545-9636
Denise Benz: 420-4184
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 295-4643
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
Upcoming Board Meeting- September 15, 2016, LCS 6:00PM
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
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