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What’s Happening
at LCS K-6th
May 22 | Olympic Day– no
hot lunch will be served.
Please bring sack lunch. (No
microwavable items )
May 24 and May 25 | Free
Dress Day
May 25| Last day of school–
11:00 release (No bus shuttle)
We wish everyone a great
summer.

The Liberty Common School

Common Knowledge, Common Virtues, Common Sense

A National Charter School of the Year, A Nationally Recognized Blue Ribbon
School, A Certified Core Knowledge Visitation Site School,
A John Irwin School of Excellence

Headmaster Writing by Russ Spicer
Semper Excelsius
The 2011-2012 academic year is coming to a close and what a year it has been! The theme for this
year was “Semper Excelsius- The Liberty Way.” Semper Excelsius” means to always give your
best. At Liberty Common School, that is exactly what we do. Excellence is our standard in
everything we do – whether it is in our academics, athletics, music, art, extracurricular activities,
student life, or character education program. If we are going to do something, we are going to do it
to the best of our ability.
This was an amazing year! The elementary continued to click on all cylinders as we were in our
second year of adjusting to the additional track of students in each grade level. Once again we
provided the K – 6th grade students with the most superb education possible. Though the volume
of activity and use of the facility continues to be an added stress for the school, the high standard
of education has been maintained and the challenge was met! So impressive is what we are doing
that the National Core Knowledge Foundation is going to pilot their new “Official Status”
accreditation process on our school. They realize that we are a model Core Knowledge School…
one of the best in the nation. We are grateful to Mr. Churchill, the elementary teachers and staff
for their commitment to Semper Excelsius.
The first results for CSAP’s came out this week and our third graders did very well. The third
grade class was 100% at or above proficiency which put us at first in the district and tied for first
in the state. We are looking forward to the remaining CSAP results that will be released at the end
of the summer. Again, we are committed to providing the best education possible to every student,
every year!

See you August 15th.
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Board of Directors Meeting:
Liberty Common School
May 24, 2012
1725 Sharp Point Dr.
Faculty Room
7:00 p.m.

Our second year for the Liberty Common High School continues to exceed all expectations as
well. Not only did we continue to offer our quality Core Knowledge education to the 7 th and 8th
graders, but this year we went through 11th grade education for the first time. I have been very
impressed. Our 7th – 11th grade students are receiving an unbelievable education. The average
score of 11th grade students on their ACT test was a 27.5 out of a possible 36. That is a very high
average. Several students scored perfect scores of 36 in content areas with a fair number of
students scoring in the 30’s for their composite score. We also had our high school students taking
the first ever AP tests in Liberty Common High School history. We are excited to get the results
back in July. We are confident our students were well prepared and will score well. The future of
our high school program appears to be bright. Thanks to Mr. Schaffer and our fabulous faculty and
staff for their commitment to Semper Excelsius.
As this year comes to a close, we are sad to announce that a few members of our Liberty teaching
family will not be returning next year. Mr. Lavin (High School English), Mr. Leckman (High
School Science), Mr. Henderson (5th Grade), Mrs. Colwell (3rd Grade TA) and Elizabeth McFeely
(2nd Grade TA) have served our students and this school faithfully and will definitely be missed.
We wish them well in all of their future endeavors and are extremely thankful for their work with
and dedication to our students.
Looking toward next year, I would like to take this opportunity to urge all of the parents to
encourage your children to read on a consistent basis over the summer. There will be a mandatory
book assigned for each student to read, but please try to read more than that. Many students return
to school at a lower reading level and fluency rate than when they left the year before. This occurs
because the children do not read enough, or are not read to enough, over the summer. Please do
your child and our school a favor, encourage them to be voracious readers over these next couple
of months.
(Continued on Page 4)
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How to Reach Us
Our office hours are 7:30-4:00 p.m.
Our telephone number is (970) 482-9800
Our attendance line is (970) 482-9800, option 2,
please call by 8:30 a.m.
Please note that you may go to your student’s
classroom and wait for them to be dismissed only
after 2:50 p.m.
If you need to take your child to an appointment
during school hours, please come to the Front
Office, sign them out and we will call them out of
class.

Olympic Day Rescheduled
for Tuesday, May 22nd
Olympic Day has been rescheduled for Tuesday, May 22nd. Please
note that all hot lunches will be cancelled for May 22nd. Your
child will need to bring a cold lunch on Tuesday, May 22nd. No
microwaves will be available for use on this day. If you have a hot
lunch ordered for May 22nd, you will receive a credit on your
child’s lunch account that will carry over to next year.
Also, students may wear their Olympic Day clothing which may
include class t-shirt, or other class attire, a Liberty Common t-shirt
or athletic clothing. Students should not be in spaghetti straps, tank
tops or sleeveless shirts. Please follow dress code guidelines on
length of shorts and skirts.

Volunteer Opportunities

All students who arrive after 8:00 a.m. must be
signed in at the Front Office. It is important that a
reason be written as this determines if the tardy is
excused or not.

Copy Room Assistance: We would greatly appreciate a few
volunteers to help us finish large projects by June 8th. If you have
10 minutes or more, please stop by. Contact Mrs. Selgren in the
Front Office with any questions.

Our school closes at 4:00 p.m. All students need to
have left the building by 4:00 p.m. or be chaperoned
by a parent or guardian.

Become Involved in Grandparents Day:
How important are grandparents to a child? Liberty Common
School knows that a grandparent’s involvement in a child’s life
brings enrichment on multiple levels.

Yearbooks Still Available
There are still 35 yearbooks available for purchase for
$18.00. Don't miss out on all of the wonderful pictures/
memories it holds. Please pick up order forms in the front
office. First come first serve! Please contact
tburgess@libertycommon.org with any questions.

Free Dress Day Dates
May 24th and May 25th are free dress days. The students
earned these days for the food drive held in the fall and for
the fourth quarter. Please remember no spaghetti straps,
tank tops, shorts or skirts shorter than 5 inches above the
knee and jeans with holes or tears. Thank you.

Dress Code Reminder
As the temperatures continue to rise, and the school year
winds down, please remember that flip flops are not
allowed to be worn to school. Sandals with back straps are
permissible. Thank you for your attention to this important
dress code rule.

The importance of grandparents has led to an annual Liberty
Common tradition that honors their contributions to families and
our society…It’s Grandparents Day, and it falls on Tuesday of the
week of Thanksgiving each year.
All grandparents of Liberty Common students at both elementary
and secondary schools are invited to a unique opportunity to learn
more of their grandchildren’s exceptional education and spend part
of the day with their grandchildren’s fellow students, friends,
teachers, coaches, and school administration.
The Grandparents Day Committee organizes this fantastic event.
We MUST have three to four committed and enthusiastic volunteers
to help organize the 2012 Grandparents Day event on November 20,
2012. Meetings begin the first week of September and occur
weekly for one hour until the event. Contact Erin Mihulka via
email at coolfam@q.com if you are interested in contributing this
coming fall.

Important Dates
2012-2013 School Year
Classes Begin - August 15, 2012
Labor Day - September 3, 2012
Thanksgiving Break - November 21-23, 2012
Christmas Break - December 24-January 4, 2013
Spring Break - March 18-22, 2013
Last Day of School- May 24, 2013
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Odyssey of the Mind
Odyssey of the Mind is beginning in the Fall, please
begin to think of forming teams and consider coaching a
team. We will hold our first meeting in September, and
we are looking forward to a great year ahead. For more
information, please contact Heather Fontenot, Odyssey
Building Coordinator, at heather@shivayanaturals.com.

Last Day of School-May 25th
The last day of school is May 25th and students will be dismissed at
11:00 a.m. We ask that children be picked up promptly at 11:00
a.m. Please note that no lunch will be served and there will be no
bus shuttle between schools. Have a great summer.

End of the Year Medical Reminder
Dear Parents:

Register Now for the After– School
Spanish Program
It is that time of year to begin thinking about registration
for the After School Spanish Program for next year. The
registration for these classes will be based on a first come
first serve process. Once classes are full, there will be a
waiting list. Classes are held twice a week from 3:00 to
4:00. The first week of classes will begin on August 20 th.
The 2012-2013 After School Spanish model allows for
more advancement of levels as the students grow and
understand the language better. Students will stay at each
level for 2 years. When placing students in the levels, we
look at age and ability. Kindergarteners will no longer be
able to participate in the Spanish program. Students
currently enrolled in the program will receive
recommendations from the teacher about which level they
should attend. Each case will be individually evaluated so
the student is at the level that best meets their needs.
The fee for next year will be $250 per student per year (for
two classes of an hour a week). This equates to $25 per
month. Families with more than one child will pay $250
for the first enrolled and $150 for any additional student.
A check needs to accompany this registration to hold your
child’s spot for the class. Refunds for the class will only
be administered within the month of August.
See page 6 for registration form.

Friedman-Day Luncheon– July 31st.
Mark your calendars now for lunchtime, Tuesday, July
31st. That’s the day the Liberty Grandparents Club is
hosting a luncheon to celebrate three student-winners of an
economics essay contest, to commemorate the 100 th
birthday of Nobel economist Dr. Milton Friedman, and of
course to enjoy good food and good fun. It will be a
family affair. The best part is, the cost is FREE. Watch
your inbox and next week’s newsletter for more details.

As we are coming to the end of the school year, we want to remind
parents to pick up all medications from the health office. For the
safety of your children, the following procedure will be in place.
A. No medications will be sent home with students. All
medications must be picked up by parents by the last day of the
school year (including emergency or “as needed” medications, such
as Epi-pens, Tylenol, inhalers).
B. If you need to pick up your child’s medication before the last
day of school, the needed number of pills may be counted out and
kept at school in the original container. You may take the
remaining pills home in a plastic bag.
C. Any medications not picked up by the last day of school will be
disposed of by the school nurse, according to state guidelines. (We
will no longer make reminder calls.)
We hope everyone will understand this procedure is important for
safeguarding your children. (Please pick up the medications
between 7:40 a.m. - 3:40 p.m.)
Thank you for your cooperation!
Angie Selgren
Health Technician

Attention All 5th Grade Parents
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
requires all students entering the 6th grade to have proof of
receiving the Tdap booster vaccine, or a signed exemption. This
is based on the Center for Disease Control recommendations to
prevent cases of Pertussis (Whooping Cough).
Please submit clinic documentation to the school health office to
verify that your child has been immunized, or submit a signed
exemption. The information will be included in your student’s
school immunization record.
Thank you,
Angie Selgren
Health Technician
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Sports Camps Available for
incoming 6th, 7th and 8th Graders
*Boys soccer, girls volleyball, and boys & girls basketball
camp will run from July 30-Aug.3 at the elementary school.

Boys Basketball Camp
for 5th-8th Graders
A brochure for the Boys Basketball Youth Camp this
summer can be found here: http://www.libertycommon.org/
highschool/athletics/basketball/2012%20High%20School%
20Basketball%20Camp%20Brochure%20PDF.pdf

*Boys soccer and girls volleyball will be held from 9:0011:30 and boys & girls basketball from 12:30-3:00.
*Contacts: Boys soccer will be with Mr. Reeves, volleyball
with Mr. Wilcox, girls basketball with Mr. Ronen, and boys
basketball with Mr. Dybzinski.
*Girls soccer (new this year) will run with Dr. Hubbeling the
week of Aug. 6-Aug. 10 from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the
elementary school.
*Cost for one camp will be $50.00, two camps $75.00, and
for the girls all three camps $100.00.

Tennis Anyone?
Grab your tennis racket and join Liberty
Common Co-ed Middle School Tennis
Team this fall. The team is open to all
incoming 7th and 8th graders. Interested?
Contact Tricia Diehl at
Tricia@diehlmanagement.com

Wizard of Oz Pictures On Sale Now

See page for 9 registration form

A Heartfelt Thanks
There are truly not adequate words to express our thanks to
the Liberty Common community. The outpouring
of love, encouragement, support, visits, meals, and prayers
is astounding and greatly appreciated. It genuinely
has been a blessing to our family and provided Abbey some
of the best "medicine" there could have been!
Many prayers were answered and Abbey is doing great getting stronger every day and is expected to make a
100% recovery with time.

A CD of over 500 pictures of Liberty’s production of the
Wizard of Oz is now on sale until May 25th for $15.00. The
CD includes a booklet of all the pictures and is a great
memory keeper. Order yours today by contacting Amy Fiest
at (970)227-5117 or by email at Adellphotos74@gmail.com.

Yet one more reason to love this school!
Thank you and God Bless,
The Rhoads' family

Headmaster Writing Continued
Yes, it has been a great year. The Liberty Common School has continued to handle the challenge of growth and change rather well.
As good as this year was I am confident next year will be even better. Our goal is to always provide a superior education to all the
students so they are able to pursue whatever dreams and ambitions they have in life. Next year will see the first graduating class of
Liberty Common High School receive their diplomas. We are eager to see where the students who graduate from our school end up.
I am confident that many of them will go on to do great and wonderful things in our community, state, nation, and world. Most
assuredly our teachers and students have demonstrated their commitment to Semper Excelsius- The Liberty Way this year.
Thanks again wonderful year! We enjoyed educating your children and look forward to seeing everyone again at the back to school
events in August.
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See you in August!

Grandparents Corner
By: Ed Haynes, Chairman of the
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
Liberty Grandparents Club
It’s been more than a great pleasure educating your children
throughout this academic year. It’s been an honor, a privilege and a
true joy.
We’ll miss them over the summer and we look forward to seeing
them again in August. There will be some occasions to gather during
the summer vacation, too.
The office will be staffed (at reduced hours). We’ll be mainly getting
things ready for the new academic year, but we’re pleased to take any
calls or field visits regarding schedules or similar items.
The Grandparents Club is hosting a free luncheon on July 31 st open to
all Liberty families. At this event the grandparents will award three
$100 prizes to winners of an essay contest. If you’re in Mr. Staton’s
economics class, you’re eligible to enter the contest. However,
everyone is invited to the lunch. Watch your inbox for details as we
get closer to the event.
Our annual Torch Trek event will take place the evening of Monday,
August 13th. We’ll cut the ribbon on the high-school expansion then
and let everyone look around. Be sure to factor that into your back-to
-school planning.
Please also, give some thought to hosting foreign-exchange
students. Liberty needs about six households to take in some great
kids for the school year. CLICK HERE for more information and
profiles of the kids wanting to spend a life-changing year at LCHS.
Stay in touch with us through Liberty’s Facebook group page
(CLICK HERE), our Twitter feeds (CLICK HERE), and the Liberty
Channel on YouTube (CLICK HERE).
We’re in great anticipation of welcoming our first-ever senior
class. Coming into their final school year, Liberty’s seniors are
armed with “off-the-charts” ACT scores, great leadership credentials,
impressive academic accomplishments, and sky-high ambitions for
college.
And that’s just how the Class of ‘13 will be starting off their final
year at Liberty. Can you imagine what they’ll be capable of
accomplishing with yet another rigorous year under their belts? It’s
going to be a very exciting year – on top of the very thrilling year
we’re finishing this week.
Have a terrific summer vacation. Rest up, rejuvenate, enjoy family,
read great books, make some money, and gear up for Liberty’s best
year ever.
See you in August!

The Grandparents Club wishes all Liberty
students and families a wonderful summer
vacation. We’ll certainly enjoy spending more
time with our grandkids over the warm
months. However, the GPClub will remain
active to get ready for the next school year.
Last Tuesday, we had a very nice lunch
gathering. We got brief updates on school
activities and GPClub plans, but the best part
was hearing from and visiting with some of the
high-school students (8 of them) who
attended. We also held a Grandparents Club
meeting last week and refined our presentation
we’re planning to make at the school’s Board of
Directors meeting this Thursday, 7:00 p.m., in
the Elementary School teachers’ lounge. We
encourage other grandparents to attend. If
you’ve never been to one of the school’s Board
of Directors meetings, you should attend
one. They’re actually quite impressive.
With the $1,000 grant we recently received from
The Friedman Foundation for Educational
Choice we're planning a summer luncheon for
Tuesday, July 31st. That date marks the 100th
birthday of the late Milton Friedman, Nobel
economist and noted advocate for school choice.
At the lunch, we’ll be awarding $100 cash prizes
to student/authors of the top three essays written
about Milton Friedman's contributions to the
field of economics. Liberty's economics
instructor Mr. Duane Staton is organizing the
essay contest. The Grandparents Club will select
the winning essays over the summer.
For more information about the Liberty
Grandparents Club, or to join, please contact us
at gpc@libertycommon.org.
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Registration Form for 2012-2013 After School Spanish
Dear Parents,
It is that time of year to begin thinking about registration for the After School Spanish Program for next year. The registration for
these classes will be based on a first come first serve process. Once classes are full, there will be a waiting list. Classes are held
twice a week from 3:00 to 4:00. The first week of classes will begin on August 20 th.
Below is an outline of how the Spanish After School Program will change next year. This organization of classes will offer the most
flexibility to place students and segregate the grades enough to make the classes as productive as possible. Please note that After
School Spanish will no longer be offered to the Kindergarten students.

Next Year’s Configuration 2012-2013
Book

Class Size

Grades

Class Days

Level

Status

Comienzos

20

1-2

Mon. & Wed.

1

Open

Canciones

20

3-4

Tue. & Thur.

2

Open

Animales 1-8

20

5-6

Mon. & Wed.

3

Open

Animales 9-15
& Descubre 1
(selections)

20

4-6

Tue. & Thur.

4

Open

The 2012-2013 After School Spanish model allows for more advancement of levels as the students grow and understand the
language better. Students will stay at each level for 2 years. When placing students in the levels, we look at age and ability.
Kindergarteners will no longer be able to participate in the Spanish program. Students currently enrolled in the program will receive
recommendations from the teacher about which level they should attend. Each case will be individually evaluated so the student is
at the level that best meets their needs.
The fee for next year will be $250 per student per year (for two classes of an hour a week). This equates to $25 per month. Families
with more than one child will pay $250 for the first enrolled and $150 for any additional student. A check needs to accompany this
registration to hold your child’s spot for the class. Refunds for the class will only be administered within the month of August.
For any additional information please contact Mr. Churchill cchurchill@libertycommon.org or the teachers Alba Williams
awilliams@libertycommon.org and Paulina Deitrick pdeitrick@libertycommon.org. If you are interested in having your child attend
one of these classes, please fill out this registration form and turn into the front office.

Student name(s): _____________________________________________Grade(s): __________
Parent/guardian name: ___________________________________________________________
Parent/guardian email: ___________________________________________________________
Parent/guardian phone number: ____________________________________________________

Liberty Sports Camp
6th,7th, and 8th Grade

Sports Offered
Boy’s and Girl’s Soccer
Girl’s Volleyball
Boy’s and Girl’s Basketball
Date
July 30th to August 3rd
July 30th to August 3rd
August 6th to August 10th

Dates and Times
Time
9:00 to 11:30
12:30 to 3:00
5:30 to 7:00

Sports Offered
Boy’s Soccer and Girl’s Volleyball

Boy’s and Girl’s Basketball
Girl’s Soccer

Location
Liberty Elementary Campus
Cost
(includes a Liberty Sports Camp T shirt)

1 Sport Camp = $50.00
2 Sports Camps = $75.00
3 Sports Camps = $100.00
All Boys and Girls entering 6th, 7th or 8th grade may participate. Please register by June 1st so we can plan
appropriately.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name __________________________________

Grade_______________

Address ________________________________

Phone _______________

Date ______________

Please check which camps you are desiring to attend:
_____ Boy’s Soccer (9-11:30)
_____ Boy’s Basketball (12:30-3)
_____ Girl’s Volleyball (9-11:30)
_____ Girl’s Basketball (12:30-3)
_____ Girl’s Soccer (5:30-7:00, August 6th through August 10th )
*** Please note if staying for both camps and plan on staying at Liberty Common School, you are responsible for bringing a lunch.
Parent Signature ________________________
(make checks payable to Liberty Common School)

Student Signature _______________________

