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Headmaster Writing by Russ Spicer

What’s Happening

How Do You Develop Self-Esteem? You Earn It!

at LCS K-6th
March 6-March 9-Scholastic
Book Fair– LCS Library,
8-4pm.
March 9th– 3rd Quarter Free
Dress Day / Teacher Minute to
Win It-2:30-3:00 p.m.
March 12-16-Spring Break

March 20-April 5th– TCAP
testing. See schedule on pg. 6
March 30-LCS Talent Show6:30 p.m.
April 2-5th grade Human
Dev. Info. Meeting.
April 6– Good Friday, NO
SCHOOL

In this day and age, there appears to be a vast amount of concern placed on whether children are
developing a positive self-esteem. One sees it invading every aspect of our culture. In youth
sports, children are given trophies at the end of the season no matter what the final record. In
schools, there is pressure to make sure every student is “recognized” and that no one is left out.
This is all done in the name of developing self-esteem. Is that what we are really accomplishing?
Are we developing true self-esteem?
Earning it, not just falsely receiving it, best develops self-esteem. In a Wall Street Journal
article, by Sharon Begley, this topic was discussed. The article mentioned a study that tried to
make students feel good about themselves and how it did not work. The researchers had asked a
professor to send weekly e-mail messages to students in his class who had done poorly on their
first exam for the class. Each message sent included a review question. In addition, one-third of the
students, chosen at random, also received a message -- advice to study, for example suggesting
that how well they did in the course was under their own control. Another third of the students
tested received the review question plus a "You're too smart to get a D!" pep talk aimed at raising
their self-esteem, which purportedly should boost academic performance. Compared with the
other e-mail recipients, however, the D and F students who got the self-esteem addition performed
notably worse on later tests. Oops.
In “Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From Wrong”, William Kilpatrick also addresses the topic of
self-esteem. He states, “Real self-esteem is a by-product of real learning and achievement. We
feel good about ourselves because we’ve done something good or worthy. Most self-esteem based
curriculums, however, don’t make any connection between self-esteem and achievement or
between self-esteem and behavior. People are just simply good as they are.” Kilpatrick goes on to
write “It is important to have self-esteem, but for the right reasons. The concept of it that is
currently fashionable in education circles, however, is extraordinarily naïve. When combined with
equally simplistic notions about choices, it can easily lead a youngster to the conclusion that his
choices can never be wrong. In Coulson’s (Dr. William Coulson of the Research Council on
Ethnopsychology) words, “If I’m really quite wonderful….then whatever I decide to do must be
wonderful, too.” Within the limited framework of affective education, it would be a reasonable
conclusion to make. In the end everything is subjective. There are no standards outside the self to
which to repair, no “right or wrong” answers. One’s feelings must be ones guide.”
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Research indicates how ridiculous it is to assume that a person’s opinion of him or herself directly
correlates to achievement. What does make a difference however is developing high self-esteem
as a result of performance and accomplishment. Bill Gates is quoted as saying, “The world won’t
care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish something before you feel
good about yourself.” So how do you develop self-esteem? You earn it!
Liberty Common School adheres to this principle and places reasonable academic and behavioral
challenges before its students and then celebrates with them after they work hard to successfully
meet these challenges. The result is the development of self-esteem based on performance and
accomplishment – they earned it. This is yet another reason why “I love Liberty Common School.”
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Board of Directors Vacancy Notice

Elections for two seats on the Board of Directors for Liberty Common School will be held during the week of April 16,
2012 through April 20th, 2012. Applications must be received by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 15th, 2012. Board
members are elected to three-year terms.
Liberty relies on our parents to help make this school a success. The Board of Directors’ responsibilities include:
maintaining a strategic vision of the School, creation and promotion of the school’s curriculum and teaching
philosophies, final responsibility for all School decisions, hiring and evaluation of the Headmaster, and meeting
contractual obligations with the Poudre School District.
Some of the qualifications to be a BOD member include:
Registered voter residing in Poudre School District
Attendance to at least one of the BOD meetings during the school year of the election
Read and support wholeheartedly the views presented in the following three books:
Cultural Literacy by E.D. Hirsch Jr.
Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right from Wrong by William Kilpatrick
The Schools We Need and Why We Don’t Have Them by E.D. Hirsch Jr.
Submission of Letter of Interest for BOD Membership
Submission of Statement of Educational Philosophy
Have had a student enrolled at Liberty for a minimum of two years by the time the candidate’s term on the BOD
would commence
Volunteer in the school
Embrace the principles of Liberty’s Charter and founding books (evaluated through an interview process)
Receive a recommendation from the Headmaster
After election a BOD member will be expected to:
Complete and sign the following documents:
Volunteer Application for the current school year
Volunteer Confidentiality Agreement
Volunteer Oath
Volunteer Agreement
Board of Directors Non-Disclosure and Confidentiality Agreement
Board of Directors Affidavit (subject to a criminal background check)
Please refer to the current Bylaws posted on the website for complete information about running for a seat on the Board.
http://www.libertycommon.org/people/board_of_directors/documents/ApprovedBylaws111804.pdf
For more information about the election, contact Board Chairman Bill Werst (bill.werst@libertycommon.org) or
Headmaster Spicer (rspicer@libertycommon.org ).
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Plan to Attend the Scholastic Spring
Book Fair –March 6th-9th
Join in the reading celebration as
Liberty hosts the Scholastic Spring
Book Fair Luau on March 6th-9th in
the Liberty Common Library, open
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Bookfairs are a
great way for students , parents and
grandparents to purchase books and
support Liberty at the same time.

CVC Meeting– March 19th at 2:00 p.m.
Attention Classroom Volunteer Coordinators: Please mark your
calendars to attend a CVC meeting March 19, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in
the Teacher’s Lounge. The topic of the meeting will be planning
for Teacher Appreciation. Please R.S.V.P. Kendra Simms at (970)
691-2033 or at ronsimm872@msn.com. Hope to see you on
March 19th.!

Going Once, Going Twice, Sold!
Yearbooks Going Fast
Don’t miss out on a great way to save all your school year
memories in a 48 page full color, amazing book. This yearbook
includes pictures of your friends, music programs, athletic events
and school wide celebrations. Yearbooks are still on sale for 18.00
until supplies last. Pick up an order form in the Front Office today.

Girl’s Soccer Begins Soon
The first practice for girls’ soccer will be March 19th. The season
runs 3/19-5/9. Grades 6th-8th at Liberty are encouraged to
participate, no matter the playing experience. Please make sure you
have all paperwork completed prior to the first week of practice. It
can be found by clicking here. Any questions, please contact Mr.
Hubbeling at chubbeling@libertycommon.org
Once all paperwork has been turned in, you will be given a “blue
card” to turn in on the first day of the season/tryouts. You must
have a “blue card” in order to tryout/practice. Blue cards will be
given out by Mr. Torgeson at the LCHS campus.

Hole in One for Our Own
Congratulations goes out to Katelyn Yockey, 6th grader who is the
winner of an essay contest sponsored by City Park Nine Course
golf professional Doug Perry. Katelyn submitted a one-page
essay on why she enjoys playing golf, her school activities, gradepoint average, community involvement or volunteer work and
future plans. Katelyn received an annual pass to play at City Park
Nine, Collindale and South Ridge golf courses. Way to go!

How to Reach Us
Our office hours are 7:30-4:00 p.m.
Our telephone number is (970) 482-9800
Our attendance line is (970) 482-9800, option 2,
please call by 8:30 a.m.
Please note that you may go to your student’s
classroom and wait for them to be dismissed only
after 2:50 p.m.
If you need to take your child to an appointment
during school hours, please come to the Front
Office, sign them out and we will call them out of
class.
All students who arrive after 8:00 a.m. must be
signed in at the Front Office. It is important that a
reason be written as this determines if the tardy is
excused or not.
Our school closes at 4:00 p.m. All students need to
have left the building by 4:00 p.m. or be chaperoned
by a parent or guardian.

Important Dates
2012-2013 School Year
The 2012-2013 Calendar has been approved by Liberty
Common’s Board of Directors. Please note the following
dates when making vacation plans for your family.
Classes Begin - August 15, 2012
Labor Day - September 3, 2012
Thanksgiving Break - November 21-23, 2012
Christmas Break - December 24-January 4, 2013
Spring Break - March 18-22, 2013
Last Day of School- May 24, 2013

Kindergarten Store Opening:
Need Gently Used Toys and Books
Do you have any gently used toys or books at the bottom
of your toy box that the kids have tired of playing with?
The kindergarten teachers would love to have those
neglected toys or books of all sizes. We will be opening
our stores in a couple of weeks to help teach our kinders
about money. Please drop off toys to any of the
kindergarten classrooms. Thank you very much for
helping make this money unit so fun for the kinders!
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Annual Spring Gala Update
th

Friday April 13 , 2012
***Last Chance - Early Registration
Drawing***
Hurry to register to attend the Gala by March
th

9 and you will be entered to win one of 3 great
prizes. Join our Facebook page and get a
second entry.
Click Here.
We Need You – Help Us Procure Great Auction Items
We need items from $5 - $500.
Can you help us?
Some higher ticket items we are looking to have donated:
Airline Miles, Hotel Rewards, Time Share
(We have Disneyland tickets)
New Belgium Bike, Any kind of Bike
A Vacation House to Loan for a Week
A Themed Dinner Hosted by You at Your House
Book A Room At The Embassy Suites At A Discounted
Room Rate!
Consider making the Gala an all-night getaway! Enjoy the full
experience with a room rate of $109, includes a delicious cooked
to order breakfast and an evening managers reception. For
reservations, call 1-800-362-2779 or visit embassysuites.com and
us e Group/Convention Code:LIB
Volunteers Still Needed:
Help with a PowerPoint Slideshow
Volunteer Coordination
Volunteers the Evening of the Event
If you would like to help out in any way or have any questions,
please contact
Wendy Thomas at prontobw@msn.com or 227-7197.

Talent Search for Talent Show
Liberty’s Got Talent!
W h a t’ s y o u r s ??
Audition Sign -Up Sheets posted 1 wk. before
auditions .
Audition Dates: March 21st and 22nd 3:00-5:00pm
Talent Show: March 30th 6:30pm
Audition Requirements:
Acts must be no longer than 3 minutes in length
All material must be school appropriate.
All singers must bring either an accompaniment
CD or have a piano accompanist.
Students are expected to come to the audition
rehearsed and prepared (with necessary
equipment)
What are judges looking for?
Unique talents
A variety of different acts
Professionalism
Coming prepared and rehearsed (your act
should be ready to perform as if it were the
show)
Humor (if appropriate to the act)
Will all students make it into the Talent Show?
Depending on how many students audition for
the Talent Show, judges may need to make cuts
to keep the show a reasonable length.
Examples/Suggestions for Acts (You are not
limited to these!):
Stand up comedy or impersonation
Magic tricks
Special skill such as hula hooping, yo-yo,
juggling, rubix cube, gymnastics, etc.
Short drama, skit or puppet show
Performance on a musical instrument or voice
Choreographed dance number

Clothes Closet Needs Donations
Thanks to all who have already donated to the clothes
closet. We are still needing pants in sizes 6, 7, 8, 10,12.
We also need socks. Please make sure all clothing meets
dress code and is without stains or holes.
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Donate Silent -Auction Items Now
By: Bob Schaffer, LCS Principal
Liberty’s Annual Spring Gala is slated for Friday, April 13 th. See the
nearby flyer for details. Everyone in the Liberty family should plan to
attend.
This is our annual springtime gathering of parents. It’s a great time to
socialize, to get to know the Liberty staff better, to touch base with
parents of your kid’s best friends, to eat well, to have fun, and – yes, to
raise some money for the entire Liberty program.
Please CLICK HERE to see a short clip of last year’s event. As
school budgets tighten and we endeavor to serve more students in
broader and more comprehensive ways, fundraising has become a
critical and essential component of Liberty’s ongoing success.
Apart from attending the event, what we need right now are splendid
items to sell at auction. If you have anything you could donate to the
event that someone else would buy, please donate it.
Typical donations could include merchandise, gift baskets, legal work,
home decorating, medical procedures, cleaning services, vacation
packages, use of a mountain cabin for a weekend, antiques, jewelry,
unique clothing, unusual stuff. These kinds of things can fetch big
bucks for the school in the silent auction. Lots of items can fetch lots
of big bucks.

Grandparents Corner
By: Ed Haynes, Chairman of the
Liberty Grandparents Club
Anyone who had a chance to see last weekend’s
production of Aladdin Junior has to be enormously proud
of Liberty. Several grandparents had front-row seats and
were raving about the incredible talent of our Liberty
grandkids.
Grandparents have many talents of our own, but watching
grandkids perform in the arts or compete in sports, and
cheering them and their classmates on to victory is
something we’re especially cut out to do. Bravo to the
teachers who inspired our grandkids to perform like they
did on stage.
The Grandparents Club also urges everyone to participate
in this year’s Annual Spring Gala. The planning
committee needs donated items to sell at the event to raise
money for the school. As proud grandparents, we’re
doing our part to pitch in and make this a profitable event
so that we can celebrate even more triumphs of our
grandkids, just like the Aladdin Junior performance from
last weekend.

MathCounts Comes Up On Top

In years past, we’ve sold at auction remarkable donations from
parents: Vintage bicycles, Lasik eye surgery, dental work including
braces, rare collector’s rifles, rare coins, far-flung vacations, a
Colorado ski weekend, singing lessons, classic art, fine wines. The list
is long and is certainly interesting.
We also need desserts to sell. Last year, a plate of heavenly cookies
sold for $75! An array of Butter Cream Cupcakery cupcakes went
for even more.
If you can contribute to Liberty in these ways, please contact event
organizers (we could use some more volunteers, too, by the way) at
auctiondonation@libertycommon.org or by calling 227-7197.
Your donations are also tax deductible. Regardless of what an item
retrieves at auction, the fair-market value is deductible from both
federal and state income-tax liability. Perhaps someone will donate
professional accounting services to be auctioned off, too.

The Liberty Common MathCounts team did splendidly at
the Northern Colorado regional tournament held at UNC
in Greeley. The team of Matt Iverson, Victor Amato,
Sehoo Park and Mason Campbell took 2nd place overall,
barely edged by a team from Lesher Junior High. Matt
Iverson placed 3rd place overall and Victor Amato placed
5th. The team in the photo are from left to right: Back
Row: Matt Iverson, Kyle Gee, Ananya Shah(6th),
Chelsea Wang (6th) Middle Row: Torgun Lovely
(Coach), David Rohrbaugh, Sehoo Park, Mason Campbell,
Victor Amato, Nick Vosseteig; Posing in the Front
Row: Zach Sun.

Page 6

ATTENTION: TCAP (CSAP) Schedule
GRADE
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd

DATE
2/29/2012
3/1/2012
3/20/2012
3/21/2012
3/26/2012
3/27/2012

SESSION
Reading #1
Reading #2
Math #1
Math #2
Writing #1
Writing #2

TIME
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00

4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th

3/20/2012
3/21/2012
3/22/2012
3/26/2012
3/27/2012
3/28/2012
3/29/2012
3/30/2012
4/2/2012

Math #1
Math #2
Math #3
Writing #1
Writing #2
Reading #3
Reading #4
Writing #5
Reading/Writing #6

8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00
8:00-10:00

5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th

3/20/2012
3/21/2012
3/22/2012
3/26/2012
3/27/2012
3/28/2012
3/29/2012
3/30/2012
4/2/2012
4/3/2012
4/4/2012
4/5/2012

Math #1
Math #2
Math #3
Writing #1
Writing #2
Reading #3
Reading #4
Writing #5
Reading/Writing #6
Science #1
Science #2
Science #3

10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00

6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th

3/20/2012
3/21/2012
3/22/2012
3/26/2012
3/27/2012
3/28/2012
3/29/2012
3/30/2012
4/2/2012

Math #1
Math #2
Math #3
Writing #1
Writing #2
Reading #3
Reading #4
Writing #5
Reading/Writing #6

10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00

Our school will resume taking TCAP tests on March 20th.
Please make sure that students get plenty of rest, eat a healthy
breakfast and work hard to do their very best. This a time to
really shine and show others why Liberty Common School is
the best.

Afternoon Shuttle Bus Service
Begins Monday, March 5th
There will be a shuttle bus in the afternoons from Liberty
Common School (Elementary Campus) to Liberty Common
High School (High School Campus) and back again beginning
Monday, March 5th. The bus will leave from behind Liberty
Common Elementary School at 3:10 p.m. Upon arrival at the
high school, the bus will pull in front of the school and unload
the students from the elementary. The bus will return to the
elementary school from the high school at 3:25 p.m. It will
unload in front of the elementary school.
Who is eligible to use the shuttle bus?
From elementary to high school:
For trips from the elementary to the high school, the shuttle bus
is reserved for students who have older siblings at the high
school or whose parents work at the high school. These students
will load onto the bus immediately after school in the back pick
up and drop off area. The bus will leave promptly at 3:10 p.m. If
a student misses the bus, he/she will need to report to the
elementary school front office in order to contact a parent. Upon
arrival at the high school, the older sibling or parent of the
students riding the bus will be expected to be waiting for the
younger student as he/she gets off the bus. The students of
faculty or staff will need to go directly to their parent’s room
once they are off the bus.
From high school to elementary:
Trips are reserved for any Liberty Common High School
students who have after school activities at the elementary
school or whose parents work at the elementary school.
Eligible LCHS students will load onto the bus once the
elementary students are off. The bus will leave the high school
at 3:25 p.m. for the return trip to the elementary school. If a
student misses the bus, he/she will need to report to the high
school front office in order to contact a parent. The students will
be dropped off in front of the elementary.
For any questions or concerns, please contact Headmaster Russ
Spicer at rspicer@libertycommon.org

