SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

2022-2023 Summer Update
Greetings Parents, Guardians, and Students,
As summer is winding down and the beginning of school is right around the corner, we are
sending essential information you will need to review and keep on hand for the 2022-2023
school year. Be sure to read the entire email and familiarize yourself with its contents.
Please complete our annual registration process prior to the first day of school on Mon 22
Aug 2022. Please watch your email for registration information and the link to complete the
process.
Let us know if we can be of assistance in any way by sending an e-mail
to info@libertycommon.org. We are happy to help and are excited to see you on Mon 22
Aug 2022.
Sincerely,
The LCS Administration

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

Much Joy Ahead
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
For Liberty’s young scholars, an exciting new school year is now just days away. Let’s all
pull together to get Colorado’s luckiest students ready to resume the next leg of their
academic journey – with great aplomb.
Each of them will be asked to keep running, with perseverance, in the race which lies
ahead of us. They will be encouraged along the way to not lose heart or come to grief.
Liberty’s professional educators and support staff are hard at work throughout this week
and next preparing the thrilling way forward. Students will be guided, from the first day,
toward that which is true, beautiful, good, and perfect.
Of this, each parent may be assured. Much joy is ahead for everyone in our mighty Liberty
community.

General Information
2022-2023 Student/Parent Handbook
2022-2023 Student-Activity Fee
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-2023 Event Calendar
2022-2023 Performing-Arts Calendar
LCS Front-Office Attendance Protocols
Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures
Bus-transportation Information
Intent to Ride Form for Shuttle Transportation. If applicable, please complete and
return to the front office.
Host a Foreign-Exchange Student
Volunteering at Liberty
Substitute-Teacher-Interest Form
Medication Form for Eco Week.

School-Supply Lists:
Kindergarten - Fulltime
Kindergarten - Part-Time
1st-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
2nd-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
3rd-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
4th-Grade Supply List 2022-2023

5th-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
6th-Grade Supply List 2022-2023

Additional Announcements

Headmaster Goes Live. The "Mornings with Jimmy Lakey" radio show on AM600
KCOL hosted Liberty Common School’s Headmaster Bob Schaffer to talk about the
school's new Aristotle-campus expansion. CLICK HERE to listen to a podcast of the
segment. Please pass it along to others who might be interested in getting their kids into
Liberty, and share news about openings at our new campus through social media. For a
full schedule of upcoming Public-Information nights,
visit https://www.libertycommon.org/ and click on the "Public-Info Night" banner under
Events.

2022 Torch Trek. The 2022 Torch Trek will be held Fri 19 Aug 2022 at 6:00PM starting at
the Liberty Common School - Plato Campus. Students in grades 7-12 are invited to attend
an evening celebration for the incoming 7th graders. CLICK HERE for additional
information.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. The annual Liberty-to-Liberty 5K is taking place on Sat 10 Sep 2022
at 8:00AM starting at the LCS Plato Campus. The theme is "Wildlife Stampede." Runners
are encouraged to dress up as their favorite animal. There will be a contest for the best
costume. All event proceeds will go to our beloved alumnus Ezra Black who recently
relapsed in his battle against leukemia. To sign up, please CLICK HERE. To pay, CLICK
HERE. Questions? Please contact MDG House Dean Mrs. Karr.

Health Information. As we enter a new school year, please remember all studentmedication-authorization forms, immunization exemptions, and healthcare-action plans
need to be updated annually. You can find all the forms listed on the school's website
under "health forms" here. Please contact Mrs. Dybzinski our school nurse, with any
questions.
Health-Office Letter
Immunization Requirement
Immunization-Requirement Chart
When to Keep Ill Child Home

Shuttle Transportation. Bus service between LCS Plato Campus and LCHS will begin
running the first day of school, Mon 22 Aug 2022 Buses will depart LCHS at 2:52PM for
LCS Plato Campus, then depart LCS Plato Campus at 3:10PM for LCHS, and finally
depart LCHS at 3:30PM for LCS Plato Campus. Parents, please be prompt when picking
up your student(s). Sign up for the LCHS-LCS (Plato Campus) shuttle when completing
your online, annual, student registration. Please refer to our
Bus-Transportation Information for more information on bus service between LCS Plato
Campus and LCS Aristotle Campus.

Lunch Information. Please remember to bring a cold lunch every day for lunchtime.
Lunch service will begin Tue 6 Sep 2022. CLICK HERE for ordering information.

Students, parents, grandparents, friends: Plan to attend this years Festival of Ideas on Sat
24 Sep 2022
Click the banner above for exciting updates on the 2022 Festival of Ideas.
CLICK HERE to visit the Festival of Ideas home page.
CLICK HERE to register.
CLICK HERE for presentation descriptions.

Important Upcoming Dates:
Mon 15 Aug 2022 | Orientation for All Students New to Liberty | 6:30PM.
Thur 18 Aug 2022 | Back-to-School Ice-Cream Social | 6:00PM.
Mon 22 Aug 2022 | First Day of School.
Tue 23 Aug 2022 | Back-to-School Night (Parents Only) | 6:30PM. Back-to-School Night
Parent Agenda
Thur 25 Aug 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Chessmates Begins Fri 9 Sep 2022. All ages are welcome.
CLICK HERE for dates and registration link.

Robotics Returning to Liberty. Parents of 4th-6th grade students, CLICK HERE for
important information. CLICK HERE for application. Deadline for application is Mon 29
Aug 2022.

After School Care Available. After School Kindness (A.S.K.) will be offering after school
care services at Liberty Common School Plato Campus for the 2022–2023 school year.
CLICK HERE for more information.

Volunteers Needed. Please consider volunteering for a two-hour timeslot at the Aristotle
Campus over the next few weeks. Tasks will vary by day and may include unpacking
boxes, delivering material to classrooms, assembling furniture, or whatever else would
best support the new campus' busy staff. CLICK HERE to volunteer.

Athletic Information. For information regarding athletics, please visit our website
at lceagles.com
All-Sports Parent Meeting and Info Night. Thu 11 Aug 2022 at 6:00PM. This will be an
opportunity for parents and athletes to meet all coaches, acquire important information,
and kick off the 2022-2023 athletic season. We will start with a Chick-Fil-A dinner at the
high school, followed by an information session and breakout meeting in the Colosseum
and classrooms. If your student will be participating in a sport this year, please plan
on attending.
Athletics Registration. Registration for all sports is now open. Please visit
the Registration-Information tab on the lceagles.com webpage for all registration
information. If you have any questions, please athletics@libertycommon.org. We will be
offering sports physicals through Dr. Abrahamson’s office. All information regarding
sports physicals can be found HERE. Please see specific information, as well as a yearlong calendar of important dates in the linked documents below.
Summer-Practice Opportunities for All Sports
Fall Athletic Information
Winter Athletic Information
Spring Athletic Information
Year-Long Athletics Calendar
Intent-to-Participate (in a sport for another school) and Early Dismissal form
Coach of the Year. Mr. Randy Mayes, Head Track & Field Coach, has been named
Coach of the Year for Colorado by the United States Track & Field and Cross-Country
Coaches Association. Here is an excerpt from the Press Release:
...A committee determines the state-by-state award winners based on a variety of factors,
including overall team performance and other specific metrics such as team score at state
championship meets, championship margins of victory, individual championship wins, and
performances in relation to rankings and team history.
State winners are eligible for the National High School Track & Field Coaches of The Year
awards given to the top boys and girls track and field coaches, both chosen by a
USTFCCCA expert panel and set for release next month.
We are so proud of Coach Mayes for receiving this prestigious honor and look forward to
the national voting next month.

Dress-Code Reminders for 2022-2023.
School-wide dress standards at Liberty Common School are established to create an
environment of academic excellence without unnecessary distractions and to reduce

social distinctions. With these dress standards, we intend to support and reinforce the
themes of all aspects of Liberty Common School’s character-education efforts, including
the school’s Foundation Stones and Capstones. Please CLICK HERE for a reformatted
version of our unchanged school-wide dress code.

Liberty Common T-Shirts Have Arrived. Show your school
spirit by participating in a longstanding Liberty Common
tradition and purchase the 2022-2023 t-shirt for $10.00. TShirts are available in youth sizes XS-XL and adult sizes S2XL. T-shirts are available for purchase at our Ice-Cream
Social, at Back-To-School Night, and in the front office when
school begins. Payments can be made by cash, checks, or
credit cards.
Students, parents, staff, and faculty are encouraged to show
school spirit and wear their favorite Liberty Common t-shirt with
dress-code approved pants, skirts, or shorts.
T-Shirts Days. Mark your calendars for LCS t-shirt days: Friday, August 26, 2022 |
Friday, September 23, 2022 | Friday, October 28, 2022 | Friday, November 18, 2022 |
Friday, December 16, 2022| Friday, January 27, 2023| Friday, February 24, 2023 |
Friday, March 31, 2023 | Friday, April 28, 2023 | Friday, May 19, 2023

Meet the LCS Educators of the Plato Campus
Melissa Miller, administrative assistant. Born and raised in Fort Collins,
Melissa earned an associate’s degree in criminal justice, but ultimately
realized her passion was working with students. Melissa was a stay-athome mother until her youngest son started kindergarten. Soon after, she
became a fourth-grade teacher assistant (TA). She also served as a fifthgrade TA and the school’s Health Technician. Now entering her 12th year
working at Liberty Common School, she will take on a new role as the
school’s front-office administrative assistant. Melissa has been married
for 23 years and has three children. Her two daughters (Bella and Elsie)
graduated from Liberty Common High School as Legion-of-Thirteen members, and her
youngest son, Kody, is now a senior at LCHS. In her spare time, Melissa enjoys reading,
camping, and photography.
Carrie Voggesser, health technician. Carrie has been a Colorado girl
for most of her life. After attending high school in Loveland, she went to
the University of Colorado, Boulder where she earned a degree in
social sciences. After a brief interim, she attended the University of
Northern Colorado in pursuit of a degree in secondary education, but as
Providence would have it, she reunited with and married her high-school
sweetheart, Corey. After beginning her family, Carrie took the
opportunity to stay at home to raise their three children: Gracyn,
Kellan and Hudson. All three children attended Liberty Common
School beginning in kindergarten. Over the next seventeen years, Carrie volunteered and
worked at Liberty Common School in many capacities, from classroom volunteer
coordinator (CVC), to middle-school volleyball coach, to high-school substitute teacher.
She is thrilled about this new opportunity to join her sister, Assistant Principal Allen, many
longtime friends, and the entire amazing staff at Liberty Common, as the new health
technician.
Holly Miller, kindergarten teacher. Holly has been in the
education field for 20 years in various roles including teacher,
assistant teacher, and special-education paraprofessional. She
earned bachelor degrees in audiology and speech-language
pathology from UNC in Greeley. Holly has lived in Colorado her
whole life and loves to be outside walking, enjoying her garden,
or hiking in the mountains. She loves spending time with her

husband and three teenage children, as well as doing house
projects, participating in her church, and learning new things.

Sammi Dinkel, kindergarten teacher assistant. Born and raised in Fort
Collins, Sammi earned her associate’s degree in nursing from Kaplan
University. After working in the medical field for nine years, she decided
to become a stay-at-home mom and run a small in-home daycare, which
she did for three years. Both of her children, Rosalie (second grade) and
Carson (first grade), have attended Liberty Common School since
kindergarten. Her family loves to be outdoors in the mountains fishing,
hunting, and just enjoying nature. Sammi is so excited to be part of the
Liberty Common School family and work with the wonderful families and
staff.
Tara Stewart, kindergarten teacher assistant. Tara was raised in
Colorado Springs and attended The University of Northern Colorado,
where she obtained her bachelor´s degree in special education. Prior to
having children and being a stay-at-home mom, she served in a
special-needs orphanage in China, and she taught students in both Fort
Collins and south-central Los Angeles with significant emotional and
developmental disabilities. Tara is thrilled to have all three of her
children, Colt (ten years old), Liberty (eight years old), and Kylie (six
years old), attending Liberty Common School this year. Tara's heart
thrives on being intentional and investing in the lives of others, spending time with her
husband, Matt, (married 14 years) and children, running, lifting, and doing anything active.
She is more than humbled and ecstatic to be joining the Liberty Common School team.
Yolanda Sears, kindergarten teacher assistant. Yolanda
was born in the Dominican Republic, but grew up in
Washington Heights in New York City. She earned a
bachelor's degree in health science from the State
University of New York college at Cortland. Yolanda
worked in the medical field for eight years until she
became a stay-at-home mom. Her sons Bill (10th) and
Michael (fifth) have both attended Liberty Common School since kindergarten. After both
kids were in school, she worked for three years with the Poudre School District in the
child-nutrition department. Yolanda and her husband Jeff celebrated their 20-year
anniversary this past June. She is looking forward to continuing to be part of the LibertyCommon community even after her kids have graduated.
Allison Brooks, second-grade teacher. Born and raised in Dallas,
Texas, Allison earned a bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in naturalhistory-museum-collection management from Baylor University, where
she fell in love with her husband, James. They relocated from Waco
to Fort Collins in 2008 with their two children, Gordy (LCHS alumnus
2020), and Eloise (LCHS class of 2024). She homeschooled their
children for seven years and enjoyed using the Core Knowledge
curriculum. An avid gardener and nutritionist, she spends a lot of time
in the sunshine of her backyard garden growing healthy foods and
watching pollinators. Her family loves their two goldendoodles, camping, and Jeeping.
Allison is looking forward to being a part of the Liberty-Common team and is excited to
meet her new students and their families.
Sonja Cassella, third-grade teacher. Sonja was born in Northern
California and completed her bachelor’s degree in English
literature at UC Irvine and a Master’s degree in reading education
at the University of Texas, Tyler. She has lived in various cities in

the U.S., as well as in Toronto, Canada and Rome, Italy. She
moved to Fort Collins in 2018 after a long stint in Texas. A
lifelong lover of great books, she homeschooled using classical
curriculum for ten years before becoming an elementary-school
teacher in 2009. The mother of six adult children, she enjoys
horseback riding, hiking, mountain biking, just about all the home
arts, and spending time with family.

Amy Robinson, fourth-grade teacher. A Colorado native, Amy earned
her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from the University of
Northern Colorado in 2007. She then taught kindergarten until 2012,
when her second child was born. Both of her children have attended
Liberty Common School since kindergarten. Hailey will be entering
seventh grade and Ryan will be entering fourth grade. After staying
home with her two children for eight years, Amy began working at
Liberty Common School as a fourth-grade teacher assistant. This year,
she will be stepping into the role of fourth-grade teacher. She is so
excited for this new role and can’t wait to see everyone in August.
Kim Kent, fourth-grade teacher assistant. Kim and her family
moved to Fort Collins 12 years ago from the San Francisco Bay
area. She earned a bachelor's and a Master’s degree in
marketing. Prior to having children, she worked as an event
manager for an investment-banking firm. During her time as a stayat-home mom, Kim volunteered over several years at Liberty
Common School, where her children, Evan (12th) and Ella (10th)
attended elementary school. In her free time, Kim enjoys hiking,
biking, reading, and spending time with her two dogs.
Correy Ring, fourth-grade teacher assistant. Born and raised in Colorado,
Correy earned her bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of
Northern Colorado. After working in banking for five years, she decided to
become a stay-at-home mom after her oldest son, Isaac, was born. This will
be the Ring family’s first year at Liberty Common School. Isaac will be in sixth
grade, Asher will be in fourth grade, and Caleb will be in second
grade. Correy and her husband, Jon, have been married for fourteen
years. The Ring family loves all-things outdoors and all-things hockey. Correy
and her family are really looking forward to being a part of this wonderful
community.
Mercedes Kartchner, fourth-, fifth-, sixth-grade music and
choir teacher. A native of Arizona, Mercedes is a life-long
violinist with a Master’s degree in music education from
Arizona State University. Her teaching experience includes
private string lessons, elementary orchestra, and, most
recently, as a fifth-grade classroom teacher. In March
2022, her first child, Ezra, was born. He is an outgoing and
social little guy. Mercedes and her husband celebrated
their second wedding anniversary in July. The Kartchners love backpacking, camping,
music, and cooking. Mercedes is looking forward to the exciting opportunity to work at
Liberty Common School and is thrilled to be in the classroom with students.
Katrina Brennan, sixth-grade teacher. Katrina has been a teacher
assistant at Liberty Common School for the last three years in third,
fifth, and sixth grades. She is excited to step back into a classroom
teaching role. Two of her children attend LCS, Daisy (7th) and Taya
(9th). Her son Logan (12th) attends a local private school. Katrina and
her husband, Andy, have been married for 21 years. Katrina attended
Grand Canyon University, where she studied elementary education. She
also earned a Master’s degree in teaching English to speakers of other
languages at Azusa Pacific University. Her teaching experience

includes teaching fourth grade in Phoenix, university students in China, and
homeschooling her own children. She and her family enjoy traveling, board games,
reading, cooking, and hiking.
Meghan Frank, fifth/sixth-grade teacher assistant. Meghan is so
excited to join the Liberty Common family this fall. Meghan is a North
Carolina native who moved to Fort Collins for a summer job in 2020
and never left. She earned her degree in hospitality, tourism and
recreation from the University of North Carolina Wilmington in May of
2020, but, for obvious reasons, has had to make some changes to
her career plan. She has worked with children for 10 years now and
adores being able to make an impact on their lives while they make
impacts on hers. Meghan loves nature, plants, and dogs, and is so
excited to meet all of the Liberty Common staff, students, and families.
Nancy Harmon, AST literacy specialist. Nancy earned her
bachelor of science degree in elementary education from
the University of Illinois. She has been involved in
education for over 20 years. She has taught kindergarten,
first grade, fifth grade, and, most recently was a reading
interventionist at Liberty Common School. She loves to
hike, read, and rest by the pool. Nancy and her family
moved to Fort Collins in 1996 and love the front-range
area. Her son graduated from Liberty Common High
School in 2019 and is currently studying software engineering at Iowa State University.
Her daughter recently graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a business
degree and is currently working in Denver. Nancy is looking forward to working with the
students and families of Liberty Common School as the new literacy specialist.
Shey Reinhart, AST interventionist. Shey is a Colorado native.
She has been married to her husband, Kurt, for 20 years. They
have two daughters, Grace (12th) and Sarah (ninth). She was
an Integrated-Services paraprofessional for the last seven years
in Poudre School District, and is now joining Liberty Common’s
Academic Support Team. In her spare time, she enjoys
watching her girls’ sports and having coffee with friends.

Rita Santini, AST interventionist. Rita was born in Chicago and grew
up in Colorado. She has been married to her husband, Aaron, for 27
years, has five children, ages 18 to 25 years old, and has one
grandchild. Her family enjoys the outdoors and adventures of all
kinds. She earned dual bachelor’s degrees in child development and
family relations, and psychology, from the University of New
Mexico. She has two children who have struggled with learning
disabilities, and she looks forward to taking the knowledge,
experience, and compassion learned to support children and families
with literacy challenges at Liberty Common School.
Becky Scarpella, AST interventionist. A native of Washington state,
Becky attended Colorado School of Mines and graduated with a
degree in chemical engineering. She met her husband, Todd, at
Mines, and they married soon after graduation. After working in the
petrochemical and water treatment industries, Becky “retired” to raise
and homeschool their five children. Trinity and Jadon are Liberty
Common High School graduates, Gabe will be a senior at LCHS,
Silas will be a freshman, and Marcus will be a fourth grader. She
loves spending time in the outdoors hiking, camping, paddle-boarding
and canyoneering in Moab with her family. Becky has enjoyed subbing at Liberty Common
School the last couple of years and will be joining the Academic Support Team. She is
excited to start working full-time with the incredible kids and staff at Liberty Common
School.

Kallie Cooper has spent the last 10 years as a freelance graphic
designer and specializes in helping develop unique brands. Kallie is an
Iowa native and graduated with a degree in television production and
marketing from Wartburg College in Waverly, IA. Kallie and her husband
Brandon moved to Colorado in 2017 with their two boys, Gavin (10) and
Owen (8), who will be attending Liberty this fall. She has a passion for all
things art and music, and in 2018, partnered to illustrate the children’s
book, “Ivan the 1/2 Inch Worm.” In 2021, Kallie was named Colorado
Main Street Manager of the Year and was the recipient of the BizWest 40
Under 40 award for her work in the Wellington, CO community, developing innovative
strategies to support the local community. She is the school's new Communications
Specialist.
Andrew Harper, IT specialist. Andrew is a graduate of Huntingdon
College and a recent transplant to Colorado. He has worked with
computers for most of his collegiate and professional life. As the son of
two lifelong teachers and artists, he believes in the importance of a
great education and the fine arts. Before joining the Liberty Common
School team, he worked in a similar IT role with Weld County School
District Re-1. He is looking forward to meeting and helping the
students and staff at LCS.
Caleb Beede, evening custodian. Caleb is excited to begin his first custodial
position and brings with him excellent experience from working in quality
control for a medical company. He is married and will soon be a first-time
father. Caleb has always been a huge fan of Colorado sports and professional
wrestling. As for hobbies, Caleb is always adding to his action-figure
collection and enjoys playing video games. He is excited to join the Liberty
Common School staff and eager to keep our school clean.

2022-2023 School-Year Calendar
School-Attendance Dates for 2022-2023 School Year
Mon 22 Aug 2022 | Classes Begin.
Mon 26 Sep-Mon 10 Oct 2022 | Student Count.
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes-1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Mon 5 Sep 2022 | Labor Day.
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Wed/Thur/Fri 23-25 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day.
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Mon/Fri 13-17 Mar 2023 | Spring Break.
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday.

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411

Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

