SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARDS BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

2022-2023 Mid-Summer Update
Greetings Liberty Students, Parents, Grandparents, and Guardians:
Included in this email are important documents and information for the 2022-2023 school
year, which begins Monday, August 22nd. In the next few weeks, you’ll receive another
valuable school-wide communication to help prepare your family for a successful school
year. Be sure to watch your email for more valuable news. Please contact us if you have
any questions.
Thank you,
LCS Administration

Headmaster's Message
Bob Schaffer

School Of Horsetooth & Taft Hill

By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty Common School students are heading into our 25 th year. We’re still one excellent
charter public school – a bit bigger now, and with two elementary campuses, plus our
high-school campus serving grades 7-12.
Liberty Common School’s new
elementary-school campus is on track
to open next month with a newfangled
campus name – the Aristotle
Campus. Our flagship campus on Sharp
Point Drive is now called the Plato
Campus.
The Aristotle Campus is located in
Southwest Fort Collins at the
intersection of Horsetooth & Taft Hill
Rds. It’s a really nice setup and we’ve
been spending the summer onboarding
new Liberty families, moving a cadre of
professional educators into the building,
and getting classrooms ready for teaching.
It’s quite exciting. Big thanks go to the volunteers and school staff who have been serving
on the expansion committee. They formed up a subcommittee that narrowed down lots of
good suggestions to the campus names upon which we’ve settled. They’re classics –
literally.
Plato and his student Aristotle represent what are
regarded as the greatest minds of Western
thought. They are depicted as the central figures in
Raphael’s famous fresco School of Athens wherein
they are surrounded by the best scientists, artists,
philosophers, and thinkers in all of human history (as
of 1511 when the painting was completed).
They’re all engaged in conversations of timeless
consequence. This is why these classical campus
names are perfect for projecting the philosophy and
import of our remarkable school.
Happy 25th birthday Liberty. Go Eagles!

Liberty Moves into the Aristotle Campus
By Mr. Casey Churchill, LCS Principal Aristotle Campus
For LCS students, new and those returning,
summer is almost over, but we have been
hard at work here at the Aristotle Campus
moving in and getting ready to expand
our amazing school on the west side of
town. Big thanks to the many volunteers that
helped organize and physically moved
furniture on July 1st and July 7th.
On July 1 st we started unloading three semitrailers at 7:00 am. We were done unloading
all trailers by 8:30 am. July 7th proved to be
just as fast. It is amazing how much work can
get done with so much help.

The new school is coming together and it would not have been possible without the
volunteers that showed up. We are grateful for our dedicated staff and families.
This year marks our 25th anniversary at Liberty Common
School. We are thrilled to open a new campus on our
anniversary. With all teachers hired and students getting enrolled
in the new campus, we are off to a great start. Curriculum and
supplies have been arriving each day. Classrooms all have
necessary furniture to conduct classes.
It is an exciting time for Liberty as we grow and share our
incredible curriculum with more families in our community. While
we still have a lot of work ahead of us, we are off to a great
start. We look forward to having kids in seats for the 2022 school
year.
Please mark your calendars for the following upcoming dates:
Meet-and-Greet Summer Playdates
Join us at Liberty’s new Aristotle-campus playground. Meet new classmates and new
families, meet families who have been going to Liberty for a while, get your questions
answered in a casual environment, and connect with the community. We will be playing
during the following dates and times:
Thurs 7/28
Sat
8/13

6:00-7:30pm - Rain or shine
9:00-10:30am - Rain or shine

Tuesday, August 2 nd New-Family Orientation Day. If you are new to Liberty, plan to
attend a new-family orientation hour according to your student’s grade as follows:
Kindergarten: 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM
First Grade: 9:30 AM- 10:30 AM
Second Grade: 11:00 AM -12:00 PM
Third Grade: 12:30 PM-1:30 PM
Fourth Grade: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM
If you are unable to attend these orientations, you can attend a “catch-all” makeup
session on Monday, August 15th at 6:30 pm.
Thursday, August 18 th Back-to-School Social at 6:00 pm – This is a time to drop off
school supplies, meet the teachers, and enjoy ice cream to celebrate the start of the
school year. You are welcome to arrive at 5:30 pm to drop off school supplies in the
classroom before we all gather in the gymnasium to kick off the 2022 school year.
Monday, August 22 nd First Day of School. School starts at 8:00AM and ends at
3:00PM.
Tuesday, August 23 rd Back-to-School Night (parents only) at 6:30PM is dedicated to
learning about your child’s classroom teacher. They will share details about the
curriculum, classroom expectations, procedures, and answers any other questions.
We hope you are all having a relaxing summer. We are anxious to have students in
our added campus.

General Information
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar
Important Upcoming Dates:
August 2 | New-Family Orientation Day (specific times/grades listed above).

August 4 | Public Information Night | Aristotle Campus | 6:30PM.
August 15 | Orientation for All Students New to Liberty | 6:30PM.
August 18 | Back-to-School Ice-Cream Social | 6:00PM
August 22 | First Day of School.
August 23 | Back-to-School Night (Parents Only) | 6:30PM.
August 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

School Supply Lists:
Kindergarten
1st-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
2nd-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
3rd-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
4th-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
5th-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
6th-Grade Supply List 2022-2023
LCS Aristotle Campus Front-Office-Attendance Protocols
Liberty Common Bus Transportation Plan.
Intent to Ride Form. If applicable, please complete and return to the front office.
Host a Foreign-Exchange Student
Volunteers Needed. Please consider volunteering for a two-hour timeslot at the Aristotle
Campus over the next few weeks. Tasks will vary by day and may include unpacking
boxes, delivering material to classrooms, assembling furniture, or whatever else would
best support the new campus' busy staff. CLICK HERE to volunteer.

Dress-Code Reminders for 2022-2023. School-wide dress standards at Liberty Common
School are established to create an environment of academic excellence without
unnecessary distractions and to reduce social distinctions. With these dress standards, we
intend to support and reinforce the themes of all aspects of Liberty Common School’s
character-education efforts, including the school’s Foundation Stones and
Capstones. Please CLICK HERE for a reformatted version of our unchanged school-wide
dress code.

Liberty Common T-Shirts Have Arrived . Show your school
spirit by participating in a longstanding Liberty Common tradition
and purchase the 2022-2023 t-shirt for $10.00. Children t-shirts
are available in XS-XL sizes and adult sizes S-2X. T-shirts are
available to buy at our Ice-Cream Social, Back-to-School Night
and in the front office during the school year. Pay with cash,
checks, or credit cards.
Students, parents, staff, and faculty are encouraged to show
school spirit and wear their favorite Liberty Common t-shirt with
dress-code approved pants, skirts, or shorts on Liberty Common
t-shirt days.
Mark Your Calendars for Liberty Common t-shirt days:
Friday, August 26, 2022 | Friday, September 23, 2022 | Friday, October 28, 2022 | Friday,
November 18, 2022 | Friday, December 16, 2022 | Friday, January 27, 2023 | Friday,
February 24, 2023 | Friday, March 31, 2023| Friday, April 28, 2023 | Friday, May 19, 2023.

Meet The LCS Educators of the Aristotle Campus
Casey Churchill, Principal. Liberty Elementary is the best
school in Colorado and I am proud to be the principal of this
fantastic institution. I started working here in August of 2003
as a 6th- grade classroom teacher. Before 2003, I was

teaching Core Knowledge as a 6th-grade teacher in my home
town of Rochester, MN. In 2008, I became the Dean of
Students and the following year the Assistant Principal. In
2010, I became principal. I have been a teacher for ten years
and a school administrator for 15 years. I love my job and
meeting all the parents and students in the school. As a firm
believer of Core Knowledge and a classical-education
philosophy, it is exciting to see our students grow and move
through the grades and continue on at the high school. In my
free time, I enjoy working around my house, camping with my
wife, Shannon, lifting weights, hunting, and fishing.

Bob Schaffer, Headmaster. Five Schaffer children have
passed through the halls of Liberty Common School since its
opening 25 years ago. My wife Maureen and I are among the
school’s original founders and have been active parents
every step of the way. In 2009, I joined the school’s staff as
the project manager to expand the school by opening our
high-school campus and broaden our k-6 offerings at the
Plato campus. Once the high school was up and serving
students in grades seven and up, I became the principal
there. A few years later, I became the school’s headmaster
overseeing the entire k-12 institution. It’s been a lot of hard
work, but an absolute thrill. God has definitely blessed me
with lots of pretty fascinating career experiences over the
years, but working with the erudite students of Liberty has
been the most spectacular occupation – in fact, it’s more of a
vocation and I’m super proud to be a part of the LCS family.
Marnie Dame, Registrar and Health Tech. Marnie is a northernColorado native. She and her husband Matthew have been
married for 25 years and have three beautiful daughters. Marnie
was a preschool teacher before her two younger daughters were
born. She then opened a home daycare where she adapted and
taught a Core Knowledge preschool curriculum. In 2010, she
came to work at Liberty where she was a part-time 5th- and 6 thgrade Teacher Assistant for one year and then spent eight years
as the fulltime 1st-grade TA. Marnie loved being a TA and also
served one year as the lead TA at the Plato campus. She
is excited to be leading the Liberty team once again as
the health technician and registrar at the Aristotle
campus. She is honored to have the opportunity to be part of
the school’s expansion and for what it means to our Fort Collins community.
Jill Ronen, is a 3rd-generation Coloradan and native of
Fort Collins. An alumna of Colorado State University,
with a degree in human development and family studies,
Jill has used her education in the non-profit sector, smallbusiness world, and as an administrative assistant at
Liberty Common School for 17 years. Her journey at
Liberty Common School begin when she attended a
Public Information Night 22 years ago hosted by Dr.
Randy Everett, a founding parent of Liberty Common
School. Dr. Everett's explanation of the core curriculum
and the vision of Liberty greatly appealed to her and her
husband and the rest is history. Jill and her husband
Steve are the proud parents of two adult
daughters Emily and Kate, who attended Liberty
Common School through the 9th grade. She is excited to
be leading the Liberty team as the administrative assistant at the Aristotle campus and
looks forward to meeting all the new students and their families. When not working, Jill

enjoys camping, hiking, reading, decorating, college sports, traveling, and spending time
with her family and dog Mosely.
Becky Kleen. Becky first became part of the LCS community
when the oldest of her three children started
attending kindergarten in 2002. Mrs. Kleen joined the staff of
LCS as a Teacher’s Assistant and enjoyed working in the
classroom so much she received her teaching certification from
CU-Denver and started teaching kindergarten in 2017. "I am
passionate about the curriculum Liberty teaches and look forward
to being part of the Aristotle Campus," she said. Outside of
school, Becky enjoys spending time with her family, reading,
walking her dog, and skiing.

Heidi Kirkman. Heidi's Liberty Common experience began in
2004 when her family moved to Colorado from Arizona. She and
her husband had heard many good things about the school and
were thrilled when their five children acquired enrollment at
Liberty. That fall, Heidi accepted a kindergarten TeacherAssistant position at Liberty where she worked for 12
years. After receiving her bachelor's degree
in elementary education from Western Governors University, she
taught at West Ridge Academy in Greeley for six years. "I am
excited to make the full circle back to Liberty Common
School," she said. When not teaching, she loves to read, enjoy
the outdoors, and spend time with family and friends.
Tabitha Yu. Tabitha has been a stay-at-home mom for the
last 17 years. She has been married to her husband (and
former Liberty math instructor) David for 20 years. Their two
children, Zoe and Ethan, attend Liberty Common High
School and are no longer relying on her to take them to
school. Tabitha enjoys road trips, hiking, gardening, and
working out. She is excited to join the Aristotlecampus team.
AdriAnna Breuer. AdriAnna grew up on a homestead in Alaska,
and moved to Colorado in 2021. She was a teacher in Fairbanks,
Alaska for two years and loves being able to continue working
with elementary children. She loves reading, hand crafts, and her
little bird Fancy.

Ana Bennion. Ana is thrilled to be a 1 st-grade teacher at LCS.
Teaching is a calling for her, and with that passion, she is ever
propelled to learn the best practices to meet the needs of each
student. Some of her professional experience includes teaching
English as a second language, integrated services, and private
tutoring in literacy and math. Outside of school, Ana's biggest
passion is music. She thoroughly enjoys singing in small groups to
collectively create something beautifuI and can play piano by
ear. Ana enjoys spending time outdoors, hiking, running, and
adventuring with her family. When not outdoors, she enjoys cooking,
painting, doing puzzles, and reading.
Ashley Salehi. Ashley has been teaching since 2019 and is so
very excited to join the LCS staff. Ashley is passionate about
education and loves working with younger age groups, fostering

a love for learning. In her free time Ashley can be found reading
a good book, learning how to fish, or baking. She also enjoys
performing in musicals and plays with local theater companies.
Ashley is anxious to meet students and their families and is
ready for a great school year.

Christy Hull and her husband recently moved to Loveland,
Colorado after living in Mission Viejo, California for 25 years and are
thrilled to be joining their daughter who attends the University of
Northern Colorado. Christy graduated from California State
University at Long Beach and has been working in a teaching
capacity for the past 15 years at various grade levels. She loves
helping children learn and grow in their educational journey. When
not working, Christy enjoys spending time outdoors with her family
hiking or sightseeing. "We are excited to explore more of
Colorado," she said.

Cherie Pedersen has been teaching at
LCS since opening in 1997. Her first 23 years
were spent teaching 3rd graders. She currently
enjoys teaching 2nd graders and is very excited
to be teaching at the Aristotle campus. In
addition to teaching at LCS, Cherie spent seven
years teaching in Idaho. Her Bachelor’s degrees
are in human development and family studies
from CSU, elementary education from
Metro State University, and her Master’s Degree
is in curriculum and instruction from Colorado
Christian University. In addition to teaching, she
enjoys reading, scrapbooking, taking pictures of the mountains and wildlife, learning, and
spending time with family.
Ann Schmidberger is a native New Yorker but has now lived in
Colorado longer than she lived in New York. She loves the
mountains and misses the ocean. Ann learned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in journalism from New York University and even
though she is new to Liberty is not new to teaching or the secondgrade curriculum. Ann has taught for the last fourteen years and
especially loves the immigration unit in history and insect unit
in science. When not teaching, Ann enjoys spending time
with her family and dear friends. She has two grown children, both
of whom received a Core-Knowledge education. Her daughter
graduated from Denison University in 2018 and is now working on
her PhD in biology at UCSF. Her son just graduated from Lewis
and Clark University with a degree in political science. Hobbies include reading, watching
movies, and stitching. Ann recently learned how to play mahjong.
Trinity Scarpella is a Colorado native. She has taken two years
of nursing pre-requisite classes at Front Range Community
College. Trinity is a Liberty alumna and has subbed at Liberty this
past year. She fell in love working with the students and looks
forward to working as a Teacher’s Aide in 2nd grade. Trinity has
three younger brothers who attend Liberty and one younger
brother who graduated, and although she no longer lives at home,

she still enjoys finding time to spend with them. Outside of school,
Trinity enjoys hiking, horseback riding and is an avid artist. She is
also very active in her church and has been a leader in the college
ministry for the past couple of years.

Debbie Wood. Debbie has been teaching 3rd grade at L CS since
2010. Prior to joining the Liberty staff, she taught seven years in
the midwest, enjoyed 15 years at home with her four children, and
then taught part-time for six years. She graduated with a degree in
both elementary and special education from Hope College. Debbie
loves to read, hike, do puzzles and board games, travel, and most
importantly, be a Nana to three adorable grandchildren. "I am so
excited to be part of Liberty's Aristotle team. What a privilege it will
be to welcome both new and current students to the new
school," she said.
Michael Domanik. Michael hales from the North Denver area and is
very excited to join the 3rd-grade team. He graduated from Ottawa
University with a degree in accounting, and worked in the accounting
field for many years. He enjoys planning fun activities for his family,
coaching his kids’ sports teams, and spending time in the mountains.
Go Packers!

John Bradley. John will be joining the 3rd-grade team as
a Teacher Assistant and is very excited to be at the Aristotle campus.
He is a native of Fort Collins and an alumnus of Liberty Common
School. John's hobbies include backpacking, music, and reading.

Steve Ronen began his teaching career in
August 2004. Prior to teaching, he spent
many years in the small-business world.
After five years of teaching second grade, he
moved to fourth grade where he found his
niche. Steve utilizes his degree in history
(Wichita State University ) every day in the
classroom and anxiously anticipates sharing
the amazing Core Knowledge curriculum with
more students at the Aristotle campus. He
and his wife Jill will celebrate their 30th
wedding anniversary in September and are
the proud parents of two adult daughters Emily and Kate, who attended Liberty Common
School through the 9th grade. Steve enjoys reading, camping, walking, traveling, Notre
Dame football, and hanging out with their dog Mosely.
Maddie Webb is an LCS alumna in the Legion of
Thirteen (attended k-12) and has returned to her alma

mater to be a fourth-grade teacher. Originally from Fort
Collins and a graduate of Grand Canyon University,
Maddie is eager to be a part of students' educational
journey at the Aristotle campus. During her free time, she
loves being outside and reading as much as possible.

Jodi Fraser is a native of Fort Collins. She spent many years
working for her family business, Yancey’s Foods Service. Jodi has
two girls at Liberty, an 8th grader and senior. She also has a
daughter who graduated from Liberty and is now attending Union
University. Jodi has enjoyed volunteering at Liberty and also cochairing the annual fundraiser, the Liberty Gala. She has been a
4th-grade TA for six years. She enjoys cooking, crafting, reading,
traveling and spending time with family and friends.

Marcia Davis. Marcia earned her bachelor's degree from the
University of Wyoming, and her master's degree from the
University of Northern Colorado. She has been teaching for 14
years and I loves being an educator. She has three amazing kids
who have all graduated from high school. Some of her favorite
things to do when she has the time include painting, sewing,
watching movies, and reading. Marcia loves visiting art museums
and seeing almost any art exhibit. "I'm so excited to be joining the
team at the Aristotle campus of Liberty Common. I know it will be
a wonderful year," she said.

Nancy Hoyer. Originally from Massachusetts, Nancy has lived
in NY, CT, NJ, CA and now CO as an adult. She has a degree
in music education from the Hartt School of Music at the
University of Hartford, CT, with her primary instrument being
flute. Before teaching at Liberty, she was honored to
homeschool her five fantastic children for 18 years. Nancy
feels a true education must include the true, good, and
beautiful that music and the arts provide, and she is thrilled to
be able to open that door for her students. "Education,
especially classical education, is a passion of mine, and I am
delighted to have the opportunity to teach at LCS, and
especially to be a part of starting the Aristotle campus," she
said.
Zoey Ciepiela was born and raised in Northeast Georgia
and moved to Fort Collins, Colorado in May of 2022. She
earned her Bachelor's degree in athletic training from the
University of Georgia in 2019 and practiced as an athletic
trainer at a high school in Georgia for three years. During
that time, she completed her Master's degree in the art of
teaching health and physical education in May of 2022
from Valdosta State University. This year will be her first
year teaching physical education, and she is excited to be
teaching at LCS.

Terra Drobny is a Colorado native from Salida. She has
always had a passion for helping people and

computers. She found her calling ten years ago when she first
walked through the doors of LCS. She loved both the mission
of the school and the passion of the staff and
parents. She loves that she is able to serve the community in
a positive way. When not working in IT, she enjoys biking,
hiking, exploring the world, and going to concerts.

Katie Snyder is married to the love of her life, Mike. They
have an 11-year-old step son, a 6-year-old son that attends
Liberty, and a 4-year-old daughter. She loves Jesus and
enjoys serving at their church as much as possible. Katie
attended the University of Northern Colorado where she
received a Bachelors in special education and later obtained
a Master’s in elementary reading and mathematics. She
is nationally board certified and has ten years teaching
experience. "I am honored to work at Liberty Aristotle as the
Academic Support Team Coordinator and help all students at
Liberty gain a passion for learning," she said.

Kathy Elder. After her youngest child attended
Liberty Common High School eight years ago, Mrs. Elder
coached the LCHS Ocean Bowl team and became a substitute
teacher at the high school, drawing on her degree in
biochemistry from Rice University. She loves working with
small groups of students, so in 2019 she jumped at the chance
to join the Academic Support team at the elementary, focusing
on math. She's excited to take her knowledge of Singapore
Math to the Aristotle campus, working with the veteran teachers
she so greatly respects. Biking, reading, board games, and
assisting families in homelessness fill the rest of her time.
A native Coloradan, Trish Wadsworth lives with her family
in Fort Collins. After earning a Bachelor’s degree in
accounting, she worked in the fast-paced public-accounting
sector auditing Fortune 500 companies. Choosing family
time over a lucrative career, Trish stayed home for a few
years, worked at a local private school, and then joined the
Liberty family in the Academic Support Team. She has been
married to her husband Jeff for over 20 years and has three
children, Corbin, Peyton, and Tyler. Her family loves
boating, camping, and watching movies. Knowledge is
powerful, so be ready!
Carolina Solis was born and raised in San Jose, Costa Rica
and moved to Fort Collins in 2008. She is married and has
two daughters who attended Liberty and are now in college.
Carolina received her BA degree in international studies from
the University of South Florida and recently obtained a
double endorsement MA degree in special education
and linguistically diverse education from the University of
Colorado at Boulder. Helping children attain their full
academic potential has been her passion for many years and
at Liberty, she is able to fulfill such passion. Carolina's
hobbies include traveling, cooking, walking, and gardening.

Paige Gowing has been part of the LCS community for 25
years. You read that right! She started in the 1st grade in
1995 when the school first opened and attended all
through her freshman year of high school. Even though
she was no longer an LCS student, she still volunteered in
classrooms and the front office in high school as well as
college. After graduating with a degree in English with
a concentration in creative writing from CSU in 2014, Mrs.
Gowing took a position in the Academic Support Team at
LCS. In 2017, she moved from one great department to
another. Now, as the school’s librarian, she is a
department of one and loving every minute. She gets to
spend her professional days hyping up the joys of reading. An avid reader herself, Mrs.
Gowing boasts a personal book collection that numbers well over 1,000 titles. Some of
her favorite books include Ella Enchanted, Belong to Me, Rose in Bloom, A Man Called
Ove, Jane Eyre, and about a dozen others. She loves reading, writing, “The Office,” her
birthday, hanging out with family, coffee, incredibly niche t-shirts, and chilling in downtown
FoCo. Mrs. Gowing lives in Wellington with her wonderful husband and mammoth dog,
Odin.
Chris Hanna. Chris is excited to be at Liberty Common
School and help open our new campus. She is a native of Fort
Collins but has lived in Europe, Florida, and Idaho. Fort
Collins will always be her home. Chris has owned a cleaning
business in Sun Valley, Idaho. When her children started
school, she worked as a VISTA volunteer in their elementary
school and ran the Accelerated Reading program. Three years
later, she became the director of the before-and-after school
program. Chris returned to Fort Collins in 2007 and got back
into the cleaning business in 2012. She has four adult children
and one grandson due any day now. When not working, Chris
enjoys live music, hanging out on her deck, and gardening.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 26-Oct 10 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes-1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 5 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day

March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

