LIBERTY COMMON SENSE
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”
Volume 26, Issue 1, Fri 19 Aug 2022

SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Kendrick Castillo Week at LCS
Kendrick Castillo was a high-school senior in Highlands Ranch,
Colorado, who, on May 7th, 2019, rushed a gunman who entered
his school. Though fatally shot, Castillo’s heroic actions
incapacitated the gunman, leaving Castillo as the only student who
died. Kendrick Castillo laid down his own life for the sake of his
friends, and classmates. Kendrick stands as a towering example of
heroism, bravery, and love. CLICK HERE to watch Kendrick’s
father articulating Kendrick’s life of virtue as he addressed LCS
students on Wed 10 Nov 2021.

Headmaster's Message

25 Years!
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Students attending Liberty Common School on Monday –
our first day of a new school year – will be dropping an
astonishing milestone to mark their way. It’s our school’s
25th-Anniversary (actual opening date was Tue 2 Sep
1997).
Liberty’s epic evolution, chronicled on the school’s
website, is reminiscent of the ancient seekers of history
recorded as converging from all directions on horses and
in chariots, in carts, upon mules and dromedaries. The
school’s impact upon the landscape of public education

is truly life-changing, and profound.
Our revolutionary achievements in primary and
secondary schooling are not a fluke. Liberty’s students,
their families, our curriculum, instructors, institutional
philosophy, and methods serve now as a wellestablished, permanent, aspirational guidepost for
modern-day seekers.
A vaunted, esteemed, proven charter-public school,
Liberty stands now as an enduring option for all young
intellectual explorers. Like all meaningful disciplines, the
academic journey through Liberty must also be endured;
yet, guided properly, is embraced by children as a
thrilling adventure – an exhilarating odyssey, a joyous
trek – inclining them toward truth, beauty, goodness, and
perfection.
Congratulations to those who were among the first Liberty Common School families, and
to those who followed. Congratulations, especially, to those who are among the
newest. SEMPER AD MELIORA!

Liberty Common School Staff Photo, 1997.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Mon 22 Aug 2022 | First Day of School. School begins at 8:00AM and ends at 3:00PM
Tue 23 Aug 2022 | Back-to-School Night (Parents Only) | 6:30PM
Thu 26 Aug 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis
Fri 26 Aug 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Thank you everyone who came to last night's Ice
Cream Social at the Plato and Aristotle

campuses. Founders, Board members, administrators,
staff, and our amazing Liberty Common School
community joined together to celebrate the opening of
the new Aristotle campus and the new playground
addition at the Plato campus. Follow us on
Facebook to see more photos of the event.

Playground Progress and Naming. Liberty Common
parents rallied together to provide the funds to replace the
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus) playground
equipment. In addition to all of the parents who
contributed to the "Let Them Play" fundraiser last spring,
parent-volunteer board members and parent-staff
members donated significant amounts of time and effort to
secure a state grant. This playground is state-of-the-art,
safe, secure, and a ton of fun. Doesn’t it look
fantastic? Unfortunately, it’s not quite ready for play, but
the contractor anticipates it will be play-ready by the end
of the first week of school. It will be well worth the
wait. Mrs. Stoltzfus is accepting submissions from
students, parents, and staff members to aid in naming the
playground. Instead of calling it simply "the playground",
perhaps it should be Mount Olympus, Mount Vesuvius, or
another magnificent landform from the Core Knowledge Curriculum. Student ideas must be
submitted to Mrs. Stoltzfus, in writing, by Fri 26 Aug 2022.

Parents Should Know. Cell-phones place students at risk of having both a lower
likelihood of reading and a lower ability to read based upon a reduced capacity to
concentrate. Parents should join LCS educators in adhering to the research, conclusions,
and advice of Doug Lemov, author of “Teach Like A Champion,” which we use as a
teaching guide. Please CLICK HERE to hear a recent podcast featuring Lemov, which will
help all LCS parents, grandparents, students, and educators be on the same page when it
comes to getting students off social media and cell-phones in order to engage more
deeply in academic learning.

Health Forms. All student-medication-authorization forms, immunization exemptions, and
healthcare-action plans need to be updated annually. Health forms are listed on the
school's website. Please contact Mrs. Dybzinski, our school nurse, with questions.

Lunch Information. Please brina cold lunch every day. If you are interested in utilizing the
Wholesome Food-Services Lunch Program, please register online. Service begins Tue 6
Sep 2022. If you are in need of assistance with providing lunch for your child, please
contact your school administration office to discuss options that might be available to you.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Sat 10 Sep 2022 | 8:00AM. The annual Liberty-to-Liberty 5K kicks
off at 8:00AM at the LCS (Plato Campus). The theme is "Wildlife Stampede." Runners are
encouraged to dress up as their favorite animal. There will be a costume contest for the
best outfit. All event proceeds will go to our beloved alumnus, Ezra Black, who recently
relapsed in his battle against leukemia. Download the registration form here and pay
online. Please contact DG House Dean, Mrs. Karr, with questions.

Night at The Exchange | Mon 12 Sep 2022 |
5:00 - 8:00PM. Families are invited to celebrate the
25th anniversary of our excellent school with a casual
evening of food and fun at The Exchange in Fort
Collins. A portion of all food and beverage purchases
will be donated to Liberty Common School.

Festival of Ideas | Sat 1 Oct 2022 | 8:30AM 3PM | Liberty Common High School. Visit the
Festival of Ideas event page for an event
schedule, list of speakers, and register to
attend.

LCS (Aristotle Campus) News
Transportation. Bus service between campuses will begin the first day of school, Mon 22
Aug 2022. Please refer to our Bus-Transportation Information for more information on
service times and locations. If you are interested in carpooling with other families near you,
fill out this Aristotle Carpool Interest Form .
Parents were sent an email this week with their "Drive Line Number I.D." We were notified
that this email may have ended up in spam. Please check your spam folder for this email if
you missed it.

After-School Care Available. After School Kindness (A.S.K.) will be offering after-school
care services at Liberty Common School (Plato Campus) for the 2022-2023 school year.
Registration is available online.

Robotics Coming to LCS - Aristotle Campus | Application Deadline Mon 29 Aug 2022.
Parents of 4th-grade students, please click here to learn more and download the
registration form if you are interested in joining the team.

Volunteer in the Library. Mrs. Gowing is looking for help in the library. Please peruse
her Sign Up Genius Form to find a recurring day and time that works for you.

Chessmates | Begins Fri 9 Sep 2022. All ages are welcome. Click
here for dates and registration information.

Every Family A Donor
Daniels Fund Grant Awarded. Liberty Common School was recently notified it will be the
recipient of a $400,000 grant from the Denver-based Daniels Fund. These dollars are
intended to assist in the opening of our new Liberty Common Elementary Aristotle
Campus. We are exceedingly grateful to the Daniels Fund for its partnership with us to
provide a Liberty education to hundreds of new students who will be served at our new
campus.

Alumni Update
Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

Staff Bios
No Shortage of Great LCS Teachers
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Students at Liberty Common School are blessed to
enjoy a stunning lineup of professional-classroom
instructors who, as a team, are second to none. Even
with the school’s rather dramatic expansion in this our
25th year of operation, the school received lots of
highly qualified applications for its new positions,
meaning our final hires are comparatively superb.
Having helped lead the past two weeks of new-teacher
training and assisting new faculty in getting everything
ready for Monday, I am super excited, thoroughly inspired, and exceedingly enthusiastic
about my new educator colleagues.
Over the past few months, one could hardly avoid coming under the impression there’s a
nationwide teacher shortage. In regular public schools, that may indeed be the case.
“Dozens of stories about teacher shortages appear every day in local newspapers
and websites,” reads a fair analysis I received just yesterday. Not at Liberty, I’m proud to
report.
Liberty’s revolutionary mission, its curricular clarity, emphasis on character education, and
high professional expectations for classroom instructors tends to attract some of the best
expert teaching talent. This school year is no exception.
It is my pleasure and honor to share profiles of the excellent new teachers and support
staff who are joining LCS at the elementary-school level. Please click here to read
through these short biographies, and help welcome these new educators into the Liberty
family.

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Mon 22 Aug 2022 | Classes Begin
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2022 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions
Mon 5 Sept 2022 | Labor Day
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
23-25 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
17 Dec 2022 - 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
13-17 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 25 Aug 2022 | 6:00PM | Acropolis at LCHS
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