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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Polykleitos Week at LCS
Polykleitos was a sculptor in the 5th-century BC and a
major force in the development of the classical era of
Greek art. While Polykleitos was best known for
his bronze sculptures of young athletes, he was also one
of the most significant aestheticians in the history of art.
His treatise on achieving artistic perfection by adhering to
mathematically derived proportions continues to influence
artists today.

Headmaster's Message
Ethic of Peace on 9.11
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Born since September 11, 2001, current Liberty
students learn about the horrific attack as an historic
episode. Yet, as Americans, they are affected by its

ominous aftershocks 21 years later. We all are.
I’ve shared my personal reflections on the
attack over the years including my first-hand
accounts journaled as a sitting Member of the U.S.
Congress at the time it occurred. Talking with
students about 9.11 and answering their questions are,
for me, among the solemn privileges of being a Liberty
educator.
No mere expression of multicultural perspective, the
9.11 terrorists internalized an extreme social construct
rooted in detachment from reality and abandonment of
rational thought. This is the domain of evil heinously displayed at the expense of 2,996
victims’ lives.
By contrast, American public schools, from their
colonial beginnings, were intended to unite young
citizens in what Noah Webster envisioned as a lifeaffirming American ethnicity melding the best
intellectual and moral ideas of all of human history. The
result was an exceptional culture of individual liberty. In
this exact academic spirit, Liberty Common School is a
sustained effort toward the Founders’ vision of
intellectual and moral unity.
Ours is an ethic of peace. Each American child is
worthy of this holy work but especially those adrift in
some errant way. It is among the reasons we made Liberty bigger in our 25th-anniversary
year.
As in the ancient parable of the prodigal son, when an aimless child is found and finally
brought to embrace truth, beauty, goodness, and perfection, the whole community is given
cause for great rejoicing. The import of Liberty’s mission toward intellectual and moral
unity, toward love, toward a culture of peace is perhaps worthier of advancing, even
celebrating, upon commemoration of a most dreadful day.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Mon 12 Sep 2022 | 5:00–8:00PM | Liberty Common School Night @ The Exchange
Mon 19 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCS (Plato Campus)
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | 5:30PM | Fall Festival
Mon 26 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCHS Great Hall
Mon 26 Sep–Mon 10 Oct 2022 | October Student Count
Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCHS Acropolis
Fri 30 Sep 2022 | Individual-Student-Photo Day
Sat 1 Oct 2022 | Festival of Ideas
Mon 3 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | 5th-, 6th-Grade Alcohol and Drug Education (Plato Campus)
Tue 4 Oct 2022 | | 6:30-7:30PM | Singapore Math Presentation | Speaker: Cassy Turner,
Singapore Math consultant | LCS (Aristotle Campus) All Liberty parents are invited.
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | LCS Talent Show (Plato and Aristotle Campus)
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | First Quarter Ends
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences | No School
Mon 24 Oct–Fri 28 Oct 2022 | Bookfair | (Aristotle Campus)
Thu 29 Oct 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCHS Acropolis
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:
Deputy Mitchell McGuinnis, Larimer County Sheriff, K9 (Aristotle Campus)
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:
John Voehl as Abraham Lincloln (Plato Campus)

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Events Postponed. The Liberty-2-Liberty 5K and Key
Club Car Wash, scheduled for tomorrow, have been
postponed to next month. If you already registered for
the 5K, you will not need to register again; your
registration will carry over to the rescheduled date.
More details will be coming soon, so please stay tuned,
and thank you for your continued support of Ezra and
the Black family. Please check upcoming issues of the
Liberty Common Sense for updates, or follow the event
on Facebook.

Flashback Friday. Liberty’s first Headmaster was
Kathryn A.T. Knox, Ph.D. She joined the school
shortly after our charter was approved. She worked
without pay in the summer of 1997 to help hire and train
teachers, identify curriculum resources, and outfit the
school for its September opening. In Liberty’s first
yearbook, Dr. Knox wrote,“Our school is the outcome of
a vision. It is the vision of common people working
together for good, to help their children in the best way
they can. Liberty Common is composed of many
common people, who are actually quite extraordinary,
and together truly create uncommon results!”

Ordination Recognition. Congratulations to LCHS instructor Brian Stefanovic upon his
ordination in the Orthodox Church. Mr. Stefanovic was ordained as Deacon Nicholas on
Sat 6 Aug 2022. We sat down with him to hear his story and learn how this momentous
achievement has impacted him as an educator.

Festival of Ideas | Sat 1 Oct 2022 | 8:30AM–3:00PM | Liberty Common High
School | Visit the Festival of Ideas event page for an event schedule, list of speakers,
and instructions on how to register to attend.

Grandparents Day Planning Committee. The
Grandparents Day Planning Committee is looking for
parent volunteers to help organize this year's event.
This is a fun group, a worthwhile project, and an
extraordinary tradition. Grandparents Day was held
virtually the last two years and we are excited to host
an in-person event this year. If you are interested in
helping to plan this event, please email Kallie Cooper.
Grandparents Day Invitations. Grandparents Day will
be held on Tue 22 Nov 2022. The day begins at the
elementary campuses with breakfast and student
performances, followed by classroom visits. The highschool campus honors grandparents with an afternoon program, performances, and
classroom visits. If you would like to receive an invitation to this year's event, please fill out
the online form. Grandparents may fill this form out themselves or a parent/student may
complete this form on their behalf. Deadline for submitting mailing addresses is Fri 7 Oct
2022.

Student Count. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the number of
students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school Mon 26 Sep–Fri 7
Oct 2022 so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact the front office for
an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on the days leading up to and
following October 3 cannot be overstated.

Candidate On Deck. Liberty is proud to attract a
number of political candidates and public servants who
visit our campuses to better understand what great
public schools can accomplish and to learn what they
can do to better support public education, charter
schools in particular. Last week, U.S. 2nd-District
Congressional candidate Marshall Dawson joined in
the regular Thursday tour at the LCHS campus. He
asked great questions and had astute things to say
about his observations of our students in action. Liberty
invites all candidates and public servants to visit our
excellent school. We do not endorse the election or
defeat of any particular candidate for public

office. We’re always grateful for their interest in promoting the success of LCS
students. As such, we always make a point to let LCS parents know of these important
visits.

LCS News
Get Ready for the Fall Festival! Join fellow Liberty
families for our annual Fall Festival on Fri 23 Sep 2022
at 5:30PM at both the Plato and Aristotle campuses.
This event includes games, crafts, treats, live music,
and more. Cost to attend is $10 general admission
(adults attend for free), $3 face painting, and $4
Panino’s pizza and a drink.
Help us make this event successful by signing up to
volunteer or donating items to your campus:
Volunteer Sign-Up (Plato Campus)
Donation Sign-Up (Plato Campus)
Volunteer Sign-Up (Aristotle Campus)
Donation Sign-Up (Aristotle Campus)

Dress-Code Correction. Last week, we mistakenly attached the incorrect dress-code
document for elementary students. Please use this link for the most updated dress-code
information.

After-School Bus Pick-Up. It is imperative parents/guardians meet students taking the
shuttle bus from the elementary school to the high school as they disembark upon arrival.
If you are planning on waiting for your high-school or junior-high student, please meet your
elementary student at the bus and proceed to your car. It becomes a health and safety
concern for elementary students to not be attended, or to be allowed to roam school
grounds disrupting the learning environment taking place inside the building.

Aristotle Campus News
Yearbooks. This week, we were notified that the link to order yearbooks through Josten's
website was not working. Josten's has informed us the issue will be resolved soon. The
Back-to-School sales offer for the Liberty Common Aristotle Campus yearbook has been
extended until Fri 23 Sep 2022. You can place an order online by
visiting www.jostens.com. If you have any issues ordering online, you can also call 877767-5217 to place an order over the phone.

Plato Campus News
Eco Week. Our sixth-grade Liberty scholars attended
Eco Week at the Colorado State University Mountain
Campus, formerly Pingree Park, for two nights and three
days of challenging and team-building activities. For
some, the personal challenge is to complete the nearly
nine-mile Mummy hike, while for others, the personal
challenge comes in the form of a giant swing after having
climbed an enormous rock wall. Regardless of how they
chose to leave their Eco Week experience with “no
regrets,” these students learn a lot about stream ecology,
mountain wildlife, their classmates, and themselves.

Parent Playground Supervision Required After School. Mount Olympus at Liberty
Common School (Plato Campus) is truly spectacular, no doubt Zeus and Hera are
considering making it their new residence. Liberty Common students are expected to
attend to the carpool lines and watch expectantly for their after-school ride.
Students are not permitted to play on either playground, including the swings and tether
ball, without adult supervision. The school does not provide adult supervision on the
playgrounds after school. Parents who choose to allow their children to enjoy the school
playground after 3:00PM, must be in close proximity to their children and actively
supervising them. Parents, please help us by reminding your children of the school’s
expectations on after-school playground use and by closely supervising your children
when you choose to use the playground.

No Parking on Sharp Point Drive. There is no parking
allowed on Sharp Point Drive between Advanced
Energy and Liberty Common School during drop-off
and pick-up. Signs are posted by the city to ensure both
safety and traffic flow during these high-volume times of
day. We encourage all parents to remain in their car
and use the carpool lanes, as parking around the
school is limited. Please help us maintain a safe and
expeditious process.

Athletics
Eagle Weekly. Be sure to subscribe to be notified
when a new edition is posted. You can also find posts
and up-to-date information at lceagles.com.

Hometown Tickets. We will be offering e-tickets this year through lceagles.com. You
can find scheduled events and purchase your tickets before you arrive. Season passes
are also available. Free events are listed on the website and do not require a ticket.

Dominant Performance. Last Saturday, Isabel Allori,
a junior at Liberty Common, put in another remarkable
race at the Wyoming Invitational. She came across the
5K finish line more than a minute ahead of the secondplace finisher in a blistering time of 17:20. This feat
places her in the top-20 runners in the nation. Just one
hour earlier, the collegiate race finished with a
champion from Colorado State University at 17:14. If
only we had the chance to see Isabel line up against
next-level competition. It seems like we may get the
chance soon enough.

Weekly Feature
The Enduring Culture of Liberty
By: Elizabeth Barber, Board of Directors

The 2022–23 academic year is one of celebration and remembrance for Liberty Common
School. You’ve surely noticed the joyful celebration bursting forth at every occasion as we
mark the school's first 25 years of partnering with parents in education. We marvel at the
new growth bursting forth on a third campus. We applaud the expanding desire for
content-rich, character-focused education. We anticipate even more opportunities on the
horizon for students as our school grows. It’s also the perfect occasion to remember those
who came before us—the founders of our school who took bold risks and made deep
personal sacrifices to build a lasting school community that itself remembers the Western
tradition and challenges its students to do the same.
Such remembrance of our rich inheritance compels us to gratitude. From the abundance
of that spirit of gratitude, we welcome our newest students, parents, faculty, and staff to
our beloved community. Students, the educational journey is your own—no one else can
learn for you, but you can be sure we will inspire and encourage you every step of the way.
Parents, we trust you will find LCS to be a worthy partner in your noble duty to direct the
education and upbringing of your children. Teachers, we value you as professionals. We
support your daily efforts to artfully model the pursuit of goodness, truth, and beauty to the
students in your loving care. Each member of our community plays a vital role in the
process of educational formation.
The sustained vision of our school since its founding 25 years ago must be continually
transferred to the newest members of our community. A shared culture fosters harmony in
a society. Similarly, a successful school community must be united in a common
understanding of its values, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors. The word culture takes on
fresh meaning in relationship to the agrarian act of cultivation. As a skillful farmer prepares
the soil to nurture seed, those of us involved in the "grand conspiracy of education" at
Liberty must actively work together to foster an environment that promotes the flourishing
of knowledge and virtue in our students. The Board of Directors recognizes the need for
effective partnership and shared cultural understanding.

Pictured (Left to right): Mindy Story, Patrick Albright, Mark Dollar, Tricia Diehl, Elizabeth Barber,
Cindy Skalicky, Todd Arndorfer.

The primary means by which the Board of Directors preserves the rich culture of Liberty is
through fidelity to our school's philosophy as declared in the school's founding documents.
This may not be glamorous work, but it is necessary and important. As such, we are
devoted to it. The seven members of our Board are all parent volunteers, each elected to
serve a three-year term. Our collective expertise spans diverse fields that include
communication, real estate, corporate finance, manufacturing leadership, fundraising,
small business, the academic, and the relational. The Board typically meets on the last
Thursday of the month at 6:00PM. Meeting dates, times, locations, and agendas are

always posted in advance on our website and on a bulletin board outside the front office at
each campus. Community members are welcome and encouraged to observe these
business meetings and to offer community comment. Additionally, the Board directs a
variety of committees to accomplish work on either a standing or special basis. Parent
volunteers are often needed to support committee efforts. Reach out to the appropriate
committee chair if you have expertise related to any of our standing committees and would
like to explore how you might contribute.
Parent Education Committee – Tricia Diehl
Financial Advisory Committee – Todd Arndorfer
Development Committee – Cindy Skalicky
Political Committee – Patrick Albright
Student Data Privacy Committee – Mindy Story
Academic Advisory Committee – Elizabeth Barber
Board members may be reached individually (with contact info. found at the bottom of
every weekly issue of the Liberty Common Sense) or collectively by
emailing bod@libertycommon.org. The Board fulfills its duty to uphold Liberty's mission
and vision in partnership with the administration. In other words, we rely upon the
institutional knowledge of our resident experts to inform our decisions.
We hope it is abundantly clear that this community thrives as a partnership. Each part is
critical to the flourishing of the whole. Here are a few practical, immediate ways for
parents to engage:
Read to your kids from the Liberty Great Books Lists . Establish this as a regular
practice and you will reap rewards far beyond the academic.
Promote our school to your friends! Let them know we are currently enrolling
for ALL grades.
Sign up to be a parent volunteer.
Allow your knowledge of the rich inheritance of Liberty Common School to overflow
in demonstrations of gratitude both big and small!
Join us on Mon 12 Sep 2022 from 5:00-8:00PM for our annual Night at The
Exchange. Relish the opportunity to gather, enjoy the company of one another, and
celebrate 25 wonderful years of Liberty Common School. We can't wait to see you
there!
May the enduring legacy of our school continue for another 25 years and beyond. An
abundant harvest awaits.

Every Family A Donor
Night at The Exchange | Mon 12 Sep 2022. Join all
Liberty families from all campuses to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of our excellent school at The Exchange in
Old Town Fort Collins. Drop in any time between 5:00
—8:00PM to enjoy delicious food and drinks, socialize
with others in the courtyard, play some cornhole, pick
up 25th-anniversary swag, and enjoy live music. A
portion of your food and beverage purchase will be
donated to our excellent school. Don’t miss this casual
and joy-filled evening.

Grandparents Day Sponsorships Available. We
invite your business to support Grandparents’ Day—a
wonderful event in November. This marketing
opportunity provides wide visibility for your company to
our more than 700 attendees—school grandparents,

active community leaders, and top-notch educators.
Various sponsorship levels are available, all of which
will recognize your business as a generous supporter
of our excellent school. For more information,
contact Brett Harkey, or purchase a sponsorship
today.

Alumni Update
Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
2022–2023 Online Registration. Please complete your student's annual online
registration for the 2022-2023 school year. All families must complete this process, even if
your students have recently enrolled, to ensure our teachers and staff have updated
information and agreement forms. Contact Mrs. McCormick with any questions.

Volunteer in the Library. Mrs. Gowing could use assistance shelving, covering, and
cataloging items.
Use this SignUpGenius link to sign up for a weekly recurring slot at the Aristotle
campus
Use this SignUpGenius link to sign up for a weekly recurring slot at the Plato
campus

Constitution Day 2022. The Veterans Plaza of Northern Colorado and the Celebrating
Gratitude Campaign have invited Liberty Common School students (all grades) and
families to join in celebrating the blessings of liberty on Constitution Day 2022 – Sat 17
Sep 2022. Constitution Week was established by Congress dedicating September 17-23
as an annual week of observance. President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the
resolution into public law on 2 Aug 1956. Location: Pelican Lakes Resort & Golf Club in
Windsor, CO. Time: 5:30 – 8:00PM. Cost: $25/adult; $10/student for food, beverages, a
reenactment of “It’s 1787,” a keynote presentation by Brian Ivers, USMC (ret), and
student presentations. To register, click here.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community. If you have not previously registered as a volunteer,
please register online. We recommend you do not register using your smartphone or
tablet. Volunteer opportunities will be listed in the Liberty Common Sense as needs arise.

Openings For Enrollment. There are still openings for enrollment at Liberty Common
School for the 2022–2023 academic year. If you know a family that may be interested in
attending Liberty, please encourage them to reach out to staff or attend an
upcoming Public-Information Night. We are currently accepting lottery submissions for

all grades.

Health Forms. All student-medication-authorization forms, immunization exemptions, and
healthcare-action plans need to be updated annually. Health forms are listed on
the school's website. Please contact Mrs. Dybzinski, our school nurse, with questions.

Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11–18 are invited to compete
within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely identified with an
American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to $5,000. Contest
information is available online.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 180. Sharing the Check. If two or more girls go to
a restaurant alone, they must tell the waiter if the check is to
be made out individually or in one. There should be no great
argument over the payment of the bill. A settlement can be
made later, if they wish to divide the expense.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2022 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Mon 5 Sep 2022 | Labor Day
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Acropolis at LCHS

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stolzfus- sstolzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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