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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Euclid of Alexandria Week at LCS
Euclid (born c. 300 BC) is the most prominent
mathematician of Greco-Roman antiquity. His most lasting
contribution to mathematics has proven to be "Elements,"
a thirteen-volume set of textbooks studying points, lines,
angles, and surfaces – the elements of geometry.
"Elements" is the oldest major mathematical work existing
in the Western world.

Headmaster's Message
Two Mule-Loads of Earth
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The school is awash in gratitude, especially since Ezra
Black’s passing last week. The cardinal virtue is
among those associated most with the admired 2022
alumnus. He projected it regularly.

The phenomenon was particularly noticed by a
delegation of rural charter-school educators visiting,
yesterday. “We’d like to take some of that home with
us,” one said about Liberty’s moral culture.
Ezra’s memorial service is scheduled for next
Friday. Many of his classmates are flying in from farflung college campuses to be here, to tether an
important friendship from home to heaven, and to take
back with them “two mule-loads of earth.”

The apologue comes from the true story of a
Syrian warrior of old who, while far from home,
was miraculously cured of leprosy. The
fantastic blessing made him want to take home
some soil upon which the astonishing healing
occurred – the idea being that supernatural
blessings might transpire elsewhere, too, if only
some of the hallowed ground is transplanted.
We’re all being reminded how the best people
inspire the greatest personal attachments and
affections. Being separated from remarkable
souls like this, especially by death, always comes with the deepest grief as, indeed, grief
is proportional to love. In Ezra’s case, the enormous depths of grief are a sure indication
of a life well lived, albeit cut unfairly short.
Gratitude, courage, faith, hope, love, and all core virtues are top of mind right now for
everyone at Liberty. Fortunately, great blessings are not intended for confinement to our
classrooms, Ezra’s Church, a funeral celebration, or our tight community.
Prudent people, including drop-in visitors, want to share and spread the greatest
blessings, too, just like the old Syrian who asked for two mule-loads of earth. Since
ancient times, faithful people always have; and, we always should.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM |Talent Show (Aristotle Campus)
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | First Quarter Ends
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | 5:00PM | Ezra Black Memorial Service | Timberline Church
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences | No School
Sat 22 Oct 2022 | 7:30AM | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Plato Campus (Rescheduled date)
Sat 22 Oct 2022 | 11:00AM | Key Club Car Wash | LCHS (Rescheduled date)
Mon 24 Oct–Fri 28 Oct 2022 | Bookfair | Aristotle Campus Only
Thu 27 Oct 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCS Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 28 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | Talent Show (Plato Campus)
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character-Education Assembly | Plato and
Aristotle Campus
Mon 7 Nov 2022 | 3rd- and 4th-grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato and Aristotle
Fri 11 Nov 2022 | Veteran’s Day
Thu 17 Nov 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCS Aristotle Campus Agora
Tue 22 Nov 2022 | 9:00AM | Grandparents Day
Wed 23 Nov–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | LCS Aristotle Campus
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
The Race Is On. The Liberty-2-Liberty 5K has been
rescheduled for Sat 22 Oct 2022 starting at the Plato
Campus (1725 Sharp Point Dr.). The theme is wildlife
stampede and prizes will be given for the best animal
costumes. There will be a petting zoo and reptile rescue
at the finish line at LCHS. Register online by 3:00PM
on Fri 21 Oct 2022 or in person on race day. Check-in
at the Plato campus begins at 7:30AM and the run/walk
will start at 8:00AM. There will be a bus taking
participants back to the Plato campus from the high
school after the race. Proceeds from the event will
benefit the Black family.

Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student
currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2023-2024 school year, please
make sure they are on the sibling list. We will begin
running the kindergarten lottery in January. Please
contact Julie Russell, (Plato-campus Registrar)
or Marnie Dame (Aristotle-campus Registrar) to ensure
your student is included.

Vaccination Clinics Offered. Three upcoming Saturday “Back-to-School” vaccination
clinics are scheduled to help eligible students get up-to-date with regular school-required
vaccinations. These are government-sponsored, no-charge events for students lacking
insurance for vaccines. Events are scheduled for the following Saturdays: 15 Oct, 22 Oct,
5 Nov 2022 from 9:00AM–3:00PM at Larimer County Health Department 1525 Blue
Spruce Dr., Fort Collins. Call (970) 498-6700 to request an appointment. Send an email
here for more info.

Grassroots Leadership Award. Liberty parent, Erin
Lee is this year’s recipient of the Vern Bickle Award for
Grassroots Leadership, given annually by the
Independence Institute to one grassroots leader in
memory of Vern Bickel, who left a legacy of community
activism, political mentorship, and heroic challenges to
political correctness. Lee plays an active role in
protecting parental rights in schools and was recently
accepted into the Leadership Program of the Rockies,
Class of 2023.

Crisis Prevention, Response. A rather large team
of Liberty faculty, support staff, and administrators
attended a "Crisis Prevention and Response
Conference," Tuesday, in Fort Collins organized by
the Poudre School District. The gathering included
professional briefings on disruptive school trends,

tabletop-response exercises, case studies, and
review sessions on planning and incident-command
preparation. The daylong agenda proved a
valuable tactic in the school’s ongoing strategy
toward prevention, protection, investigation,
response, and recovery.

Flashback Friday. When Liberty first opened 25 years ago, the school grounds looked
very different. There was:
No playground equipment
No back entrance off Midpoint Drive
No drive-through connecting March Court to Midpoint Drive
No track (We didn’t even own the land the track now occupies)
The school yard’s lone feature was… grass, framed by a wood fence built by parents,
grandparents, and community members. These flashback photos show 400 eager
students lined up along the fence to begin their first day of school while founding parents
Peter Kast, Bob Schaffer, and community supporter, Dale Gustafson, look on from the
grass.

LCS News
Math Success. Thank you to the parents who
attended Tuesday’s Singapore Math training. We
appreciate your investment in your child’s education by
learning how we do math here at Liberty. Thank you to
Cassie Turner for leading the event. Cassie continues
to support our school by guiding teachers and parents
in their development of understanding math concepts
and how they benefit our students.

Plato Campus News
Day of Remembrance. On Fri 14 Oct
2022, students and staff at the Plato
Campus and Liberty Common High
School will remember, honor, respect,
and celebrate the life and contributions
of LCHS alumnus, Ezra Black (class
of 2022). The following outline

contains plans and details for the
day. Please direct questions to LCS
Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus.
At the Plato Campus, the majority of
the school-day remembrance activities
will be directed toward the 5th- and
6th-grade students, classmates of
Ezra’s brothers - Uzziah (5th)
and Solomon (6th).
5th- and 6th-grade students, with parent permission, are also invited to participate in the
LCHS Memorial Ceremony. Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend the LCHS
Remembrance Ceremony with their child. A permission slip will be sent home with your
student and is due by Wed 12 Oct 2022.
During the Academic Day at LCS – Plato Campus:
The school day will run on a standard schedule.
All Plato-Campus students may choose to elevate their dress-code clothing by
ensuring they are dressed in extra neat and clean dress-code compliant clothing.
All students are welcome to wear a modest orange accent (hairbow, socks,
bracelet, ribbon) in remembrance of Ezra.
5th- and 6th-grade students will be provided with a small orange ribbon to wear on
their shirts.
After the morning bell, teachers will lead students in a brief discussion of this day,
gratitude, and the ways Ezra displayed our foundation stones.
After this discussion, the academic day will run on a standard schedule until
2:30PM.
5th and 6th-grade students are invited to participate in the LCHS Memorial
Ceremony. Parents must complete a parent permission form in order for their children to
ride the school bus to the high school and participate in the events scheduled at 2:45PM.
At 4:25PM, 5th and 6th graders will meet their parent or guardian near the LCHS Main
Entrance, 2745 Minnesota Drive. Parents/guardians will either pick up their child or escort
him/her on the honor trek.
Schedule for the LCHS Memorial Ceremony:
2:45PM: Students, staff, and alumni from both campuses (LCS Plato campus and
LCHS) opting to participate in the Memorial Ceremony will begin assembling by
Houses and Orders in the Colosseum with the elementary-school students on the
floor.
2:55PM: Ceremony begins by showing Tullius’ and Ezra’s 2022 graduation
speeches.
3:15PM: Pre-selected students, alumni, and staff will share memories and
anecdotes.
3:45PM: Instructions will be given for a gratitude exercise in the Colosseum, and
then students will go to the Great Hall to eat a snack (or 2nd lunch) brought from
home and participate in the gratitude activity.
4:20PM: Instructions will be given for an honor trek to Timberline Church, and then
students will assemble in various locations around the school to begin the trek.
4:25PM: 5th and 6th-grade students will meet their parent or guardian near the
LCHS Main Entrance, 2745 Minnesota Drive. Parents/guardians will either pick up
their child or escort him/her on the honor trek.
4:30PM: The honor trek begins to the memorial service at Timberline Church.
4:40PM: The delegation from LCS (Plato campus)/LCHS arrives at the Church and
are seated in an orderly fashion.
5:00PM: Memorial service begins.

Talent Show Rescheduled. The Plato-campus Talent Show has been moved to Fri 28
Oct 2022. Contestants will be notified by Mrs. Clemens or Mrs. Grandprey of the
change. The Aristotle-campus Talent Show will still be held on Fri 14 Oct 2022.

Faculty Thank You. Please join us in a heartwarming Liberty tradition on Fri Oct 22 2022
during Parent/Teacher Conference Day. Help us honor our staff and teachers—who will
be putting in a long day, finishing up meetings with parents and discussing student
progress—with a delicious lunch and treats. Please click here to donate items or
financially toward catering. Most items can be dropped off ahead of time. Thank you!

Aristotle Campus News
Family Night. Mark your calendars for Tue 25 Oct 2022. Family Night at the LCS
Scholastic Bookfair Carnival is your chance to take home some of the greatest books on
earth. Come shop, play games, and win prizes from 6:00 - 8:00PM. We can't wait to see
you there. This event is for Aristotle families only. The Plato-campus bookfair will be held
later this fall.

Athletics
Boys’ Soccer Champions. Our junior-high soccer
team won its third-straight Northern Plains League
Championship. In its tightest contest of the season, the
Eagles beat the Fort Lupton Bluedevils by a score of 41 last Wednesday. The Liberty Common boys’ soccer
team has won every championship game played for the
league championship since 2019. Congratulations to
our boys on another dominant season!

Cross-Country Champions. Liberty Common runners
led the way in both the boys’ and girl’s races at the
Northern Plains League Cross-Country Championships.
Grant Koontz crossed the finish line of the 4K course
first, bettering the rest of the field by more that one
minute forty seconds. As our only female runner, it took
a lot of fortitude for Jordyn Kauffman to battle her way
to the front of the pack. She also finished the day with a
commanding lead beating the next competitor by fortyfive seconds. It’s always fun to see those LC jerseys
cross the line first.

An Update from Steamboat. Liberty Common senior,
Kade Kreikemeier, took second at the most recent
Colorado League high-school race in Steamboat. With
consistent podium finishes, he remains the points
leader for varsity riders in the Platte Region. He lost to
his best friend, which was bittersweet, but he was
happy for his friend. We look forward to seeing where
Kade will finish in the regional championships in two
weeks and at the state championships.

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-todate information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
Rich, Savory, and Nourishing
By: Brett Harkey, Director of Fundraising & Community Relations

As a child in small-town Oklahoma, I loved to read. It
wasn’t the act of reading that inspired my fanaticism; it
was great books. Reading was the cookware; great
stories were the meal.
During my elementary-school years, each student could
order, for pennies on the dollar, books from the
Scholastic Book Club. I remember there was a limit on
the number of books we could purchase, and I reached
that limit every single month. My little lawn-mowing
business provided the cash to fuel my imagination. On
my way home each month, my arms full of great books,
I was electric with anticipation.
In third grade, I was told that I would need to start wearing glasses. During my first-ever
optometric exam, I was pressed by Dr. Irby and my mother to confess to the practice of
reading late under the sheets with a flashlight. I don’t know if that truly led to my nearsightedness, but if given the choice, I’d do it all over again so that I could journey with
Professor Pierre Aronnax as he and his compatriots hunted a giant narwhal in 20,000
Leagues Under the Sea.
One summer, without access to discounted books for sale at school, I discovered our town
library. I would slowly walk the rows of books, hoping that the next great story would reveal
itself on the musty shelves. I was more than once guided to wonderful tales by a kind,
elderly librarian. She was the navigator on my literary expedition. Thank you, unknown
librarian. I don’t remember your name, but you pointed the way to food for my soul.
In 1983, my brother gave me a Jack London compendium for Christmas. Oh, the thrill of
immersing myself in the cold, snowy world of the Yukon as I followed Buck and Spitz in
The Call of the Wild. When a teacher read aloud Wilson Rawls’ Where the Red Fern
Grows, there was not a dry eye in a room full of sniffling youth— Old Dan and Little Ann’s
tale wounded our hearts.
In junior high, my mind was tickled by Animal
Farm, I Am the Cheese, and 1984. I’m not
sure why the books that stand out the most
from that period of my life were all dystopian
—memories are funny like that.
So many words have been written about
Tolkien. I was, and continue to be, willingly
transported into Middle Earth by his poetry
and prose.
After high school, with the growing demands
of young adulthood—college, marriage, job,
and family—there was less time to read for pleasure. Then, almost 20 years ago, I decided
to create a list of great books I wanted to read over the course of adulthood, and my
journey began anew.
Consequently, I’ve felt my heart swell during the climax of A Tale of Two Cities (I read this
two times in as many years—it’s that good). I’ve wrestled with the internal conflict between
freedom and justice while entering Raskolnikov’s psyche in Crime and Punishment. I’ve
been exasperated while reading Kafka. I’ve heard the wind howl and felt the brutality of
the landscape and the characters moving within it while reading Cormac McCarthy. I’ve

experienced profound satisfaction, peace, and joy when re-reading To Kill a Mockingbird.
My voice raises a few decibels when I talk about Steinbeck. His was a peerless ability to
effortlessly put flesh and bones on characters. Oh, the pain and sorrow experienced by the
men and women brought to life in the pages of East of Eden!
I’ve chewed on the “rich and earthy” vocabulary of Hemingway. My favorite of his novels
is The Old Man and the Sea. It’s a short, simple tale about an old fisherman named
Santiago who catches a fish. However, the story isn’t truly about fishing. It’s about
Santiago’s existential reality. Who is man? What is his place in this world? Where does he
find purpose? What does it mean to struggle, to doubt, to persevere, to live, to die? A
friend recently reminded me of these words from the book: “But man is not made for
defeat. A man can be destroyed but not defeated.” Powerful words. Necessary words.
It’s at this point when you might expect me to draw parallels to our classically-oriented
curriculum, the literature found therein, and the value of reading great books to reveal the
good life to our students. You probably already know these things. If not, I point you to the
Literature section of What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know.
I challenge you to join me in tasting the fruits found in classic works of literature. Let your
bones marinate in beautiful and brutal words. Powerful and painful words. Necessary
words. After enough stewing, those words will become for you a broth that is rich, savory,
and nourishing.

Every Family A Donor
Ezra Black Memorial Fund. Discussions are underway for a
future project at Liberty Common School that will honor Ezra’s
life and leadership among us. Donate today to the Ezra Black
Memorial Fund here.

Grandparents Day Sponsorships Available. We invite your business to support
Grandparents Day—a wonderful event in November. This marketing opportunity provides
wide visibility for your company to more than 700 attendees—school grandparents, active
community leaders, and top-notch educators. Various sponsorship levels are available, all
of which will recognize your business as a generous supporter of our great school. For
more information, contact Brett Harkey, or purchase a sponsorship today.

Alumni Update
From Ashley Salehi, LCHS ‘19, LCS 1st-grade
Instructor
After graduating from Liberty, I started school at Front

Range Community College. After my sophomore year
of college, I took a year off before returning to finish my
degree in English. I started teaching in the fall of 2019
and later went on to start my own preschool pod during
the COVID-19 pandemic. I’ve remained involved in a
few local theater companies and have continued to
perform in both stage and film productions. I accepted
the job Liberty this summer and have been working
tirelessly to make this year a successful one.
The most enjoyable thing about teaching at Liberty is
undeniably the children. Each is their own incredible
little individual with a big personality. I have loved
getting to know and teach them. I have seen so much growth in the first five weeks. I
cannot wait to see what the rest of the year holds.
I’m realizing how fortunate I am to be a LCS alumna. I’ve benefited from the education I
received from Liberty in so many ways, but especially in this job. I feel familiar with the
content I am teaching and excited to continue on the legacy of Liberty. I feel really excited
about the literature I get to read to the kids. Any free time in my class is spent reading. I
got children’s versions of so many of the classic books in the high school curriculum. I am
so excited to foster a love of literature in these children the same way it was fostered in
me by my instructors.
My advice to the next generation of Liberty students is to remember that life happens in
seasons. This too is a season. Seasons pass. It may feel so hard, but each season holds
its own beauty. You often don’t see it until the seasons have changed. The difficulties don’t
last forever, but they do hold the potential to shape us into more virtuous people. Hard
work is hardly ever wasted. The work that you are doing now will not be for nothing. It will
benefit you later.
Take a breath. Tuck in your shirt. We’ve totally got this.

News Worth Repeating

Honoring Our Servicemen and Servicewomen. Each year on Veteran’s Day, we honor
veterans and those currently serving our country with displays of thanks. To make our
bulletin boards an excellent presentation of respect and appreciation, we are asking
families to submit photos of veterans, servicemen, and servicewomen. Photos can be
dropped off at the front office at each campus or emailed to Mrs. Miller (Plato
Campus) or Mrs. Ronen (Aristotle Campus). Please include the warrior's name, where
they served or are serving, and their relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos
will be accepted through Tue 1 Nov 2022 and will be returned if requested.

Got Milk? Milk is now available for lunch. Students may purchase 1% white milk or
chocolate milk for 50 cents.

Hearing, Vision Screening. Volunteers are needed to assist with hearing and vision

screening at all three campuses. Prior experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be
able to stay for the whole time. You may sign up to volunteer at more than one campus.
See the sign-up links below for additional details or email Natalie Dybzinski with
questions.
Aristotle campus | Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Sign Up
LCHS | Thu 1 Dec 2022 | Sign Up
Plato campus | Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Sign Up

Fort Collins Recreation. Registration for late-fall programming through Fort Collins is
underway. The recreation program supports school communities by placing students on
teams with their classmates. Register online for k-8 boys and girls basketball. Be sure to
include the name of the school on your registration. Registration ends Mon 24 Oct
2022. Winter-season registration deadline is Thu 29 Dec 2022. Rally your classmates,
recruit a volunteer coach, and compete as a community. Go Eagles!

Immunizations Deadline. The immunization deadline is approaching and final-notification
letters will be sent soon. Take a moment to ensure your school health office has your
child's most recent immunization record and/or immunization exemption. If you are unsure,
please check in with your school health technician: Tiffany Burgess (LCHS), Marnie
Dame (Aristotle), or Carrie Voggesser (Plato).

Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11–18 are invited to compete
within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely identified with an
American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to $5,000. Contest
information is available online.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 184. Courtesy. Be courteous to your classmates
and teachers. If a teacher or classmate is talking, give your
undivided attention. Take time to say, 'Please'; 'Pardon me';
'Thank you'; 'May I?' (not 'Can I?') Do not laugh at the
mistakes of others. If you criticize a recitation, do it in a
kindly manner. You, too, will make mistakes."

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 27 Oct 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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