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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Gian Lorenzo Bernini Week at LCS
Gian Lorenzo Bernini was the greatest architect and
sculptor of 17th-century Rome. His innovative
exploration of form and media was a driving force in
the development of the Baroque style. His best-known
works include the "Ecstasy of Saint Teresa," "The
Baldachin and Piazza of St. Peter's," and several of
Rome's most admired fountains.

Headmaster's Message
Enlightened Statesmen, Clashing Interests
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
This Tuesday’s Liberty Lecture (Election Night 8 Nov 2022 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall) is an occasion for Liberty parents, faculty, administrators, and students to gather in
the spirit of what Core Knowledge founder Dr. E.D. Hirsch describes as mature

literacy. Few other public schools can pull this kind of thing off, so please don’t miss it.
Bring friends. All Liberty families (k-12) should embrace an opportunity to learn together.
Recently, a delegation of LCS faculty (from all three
campuses) and I attended a day of lessons
on Abraham Lincoln. One featured a quotation
underscoring the rarity of statesmanship amid the noisy
backdrop of political partisanship. Penned by James
Madison in Federalist 10, it sets an elegant stage for
our Tuesday Liberty Lecture:
“…It is in vain to say that enlightened statesmen will be
able to adjust these clashing interests, and render them
all subservient to the public good. Enlightened
statesmen will not always be at the helm…”
Our keynote speaker, The Hon. Bob Beauprez (CLICK
HERE for bio), is perfectly suited to help evaluate this
and other persistent questions about “The Future of
American Democracy – Elections, Campaigns, and
Political Civility,” the title of the evening’s timely lecture.
Liberty’s elementary students know enough about
elections and the U.S. government to track the opportune
discussion. Highschoolers grasp more. Congressman
Beauprez knows a lot about our school, too, and intends
to reinforce the principles we teach young Liberty
scholars.
Liberty Lectures build academic confidence as our CoreKnowledge curriculum adds mature perspective to timeless lessons students learn at
home. In this way, families derive everlasting encouragement and good hope through
grace, and our hearts are strengthened in every good deed and word.
Ours is a solid tradition for training up the young to be citizens/statesmen helping to
sustain both the American Republic and our excellent school’s revolution in
education.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Sun 6 Nov 2022 | Daylight-Savings Time Ends
Mon 7 Nov 2022 | 3rd-grade Concert | 5:30PM
Mon 7 Nov 2022 | 4th-grade Concert | 6:30PM
Tue 8 Nov 2022 | Liberty Lecture: Elections in America | 6:30–8:00PM | LCHS Great Hall
Tue 8 Nov 2022 | Election Day
Fri 11 Nov 2022 | Picture Retakes | 7:30–8:30AM (Plato), 10:15–10:45AM (Aristotle)
Fri 11 Nov 2022 | Veteran’s Day
Thu 17 Nov 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 18 Nov 2022 | Kindergarten Sibling-List Submission Deadline
Fri 18 Nov 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Mon 21 Nov 2022 | Half-Day Kindergarten Grandparents Day | 8:15–10:45AM | Plato
Campus
Tue 22 Nov 2022 | Grandparents Day | 9:00AM
Wed 23 Nov–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Aristotle Campus
Thu 1 Dec 2022 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30–7:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Plato Campus
Mon 5 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | LCHS
Tue 6 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | 6th- and 8th-Grade Intent-to-Return Letters Due

Wed 7 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Plato Campus
Thu 8 Dec 2022 | Kindergarten-Lottery Draw Begins
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | 5th-Grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | 6th-Grade Concert Combined with LCHS Holiday Choral Concert |
6:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | LCHS Lottery-Exempt Enrollment Begins
Thu 15 Dec 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 16 Dec 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 16 Dec 2022 | First-Quarter Ends
Mon 19 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Winter Break—No School
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Tuesday is Election Day. There are lots of political contests and
questions impacting charter schools appearing on this year’s
ballot. Please return your pro-charter-school ballots by 7:00PM
on Election Day, Tue 8 Nov 2022. For information about ballot
drop-off sites and voting locations in Larimer County—click here.
If you live in Weld County—click here. Other questions—Ask
the Headmaster. Please discern your options with special
sensitivity to the well-being of charter schools, and vote
accordingly.

Grandparents Day. Invitations to Grandparents Day
went out last week via email and will hit postal mailboxes
this week. If you missed the invitation, click here to
download and forward to your grandparents.
Half-day kindergarten classes at the Plato campus will
celebrate Grandparents Day on Mon 21 Nov
2022. Invitations will be sent home in Monday folders.
This event is for grandparents only. Parents interested in
attending can do so by volunteering to help. You can
sign up to donate items or volunteer on the day of
by registering online and selecting your campus.
Job Opening. Liberty Common High School is seeking
an administrative assistant for immediate hire who is
primarily responsible for student care as the school’s
health technician beginning immediately at Liberty
Common High School. The health tech will provide quality
customer service in the school’s front office,
professionally greeting visitors and efficiently answering
telephones; coordinate student health needs between
teachers, nurse, and parents; and maintain health office
records including HCAP records, immunization records,
medication records, vision and hearing records and
cumulative health records. A full list of job duties and
requirements are contained in the job posting. CLICK HERE for posting.
School-Choice Parent Organizer Needed. A non-profit community organization in
Southern Colorado, with ties to LCS, is looking for someone to extend the charity’s reach
in Northern Colorado. The charity serves low-income families by helping parents make
wise k-12 education choices for their kids. By arming parents with tools and
encouragement, the non-profit’s aim is to help more children escape chronically lowperforming schools, move families from dependence to independence, and thus promote a

more responsive education marketplace. This is a paid position requiring an
entrepreneurial spirit, a pro-family commitment, and an interest in revolutionary schoolreform strategies. If interested, please contact Headmaster Schaffer.
Health Guidance. Students should stay home when sick and follow public-health
guidance on when to return. Specifically for influenza and RSV, remain home from school
until fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications and other
symptoms have improved. Do this even if you have tested negative for COVID-19. More
information can be found here: How Sick is Too Sick and Infectious Disease in School
and Child Care Settings.
Colorado Springs Delegation On
Deck. Teachers and administrators from
Academy District 20 in Colorado Springs traveled
to Ft. Collins and spent a whole day observing
LCS, all three campuses, last week. Members of
the delegation expressed enthusiasm after seeing
in action Liberty's excellent instructors and
hardworking students. They’re pictured nearby
observing a classroom on their last stop at the
Plato campus which included discussions with
elementary principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus.
PSD Director On Deck. An elected Member of the
Poudre School District Board of Directors, Mr. Jim
Brokish, visited LCS, last week, spending an afternoon at
the Plato campus learning how the school generates
consistently high academic performance in Northern
Colorado. As a Fort Collins public school chartered by
PSD, we always appreciate visits from those elected to
represent our community on our district’s Board.

Veterans Day. The annual U.S. commemoration
of Veterans Day is Fri 11 Nov 2022, a day set
aside in honor of all veterans who have served
in the armed forces in defense of the Republic.
The date and moment correspond to the
conclusion of “the war to end all wars” (WWI)
which officially ended at Compiègne, France on
“the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month.” Liberty Common takes
Veterans Day seriously as a function of our
patriotic school culture. Liberty Common School
remains in session on Friday, and all students
and faculty will take pause during the school day for reflection, respect, and veneration
normally associated with this revered national holiday. The Plato and Aristotle campuses
will have a display near the front offices. We encourage families to stop by and check them
out.
Flashback Friday: How did Liberty Common School get its name? In the Spring of
1996, the founders formed a “Name the School Committee” and asked parents on the
enrollment list to propose possible names for the new charter school. The committee
culled forty suggestions down to these five:
Challenge
Emerson
Franklin
Legacy
Liberty

After a vote of the parents, Liberty was the clear choice.
A few suggestions not making the ballot included:
Sunrise
Einstein
Excelsior
REAL (Real Educational Alternative Learning)
Power Plant (Energized for Success)
So instead of being Liberty Eagles, our students might have been the Lightning Bolts!

LCS News
Early Building Closure. On Wed 9 Nov 2022, both elementary-school front offices will be
closing early to accommodate all staff attending a mandatory meeting. We ask parents to
be prompt in picking up students that day. Front offices will close at 3:15PM.
Eaglewear. Display your school spirit and order your Liberty gear today using this online
site. The deadline to order is the 15th of each month for delivery in time for t-shirt days.
Music Concert. 3rd and 4th graders will be holding a concert on Mon 7 Nov 2022 at both
the Plato and Aristotle campuses. 3rd grade will be performing at 5:30PM and 4th grade
will be performing at 6:30PM. Students should report to their classrooms 15 minutes
before the start of each concert. For questions, contact Mrs. Amy Clemens (Plato)
or Mrs. Nancy Hoyer (Aristotle).
Picture Retakes. Picture retakes are scheduled
for Fri 11 Nov 2022. The Plato campus will run
from 7:30–8:30AM. The Aristotle campus will run
from 10:15–10:45AM.
Download the retake form for the Aristotle
campus here. Download the retake form for the
Plato campus here.

Plato-Campus News
Honest Abe. The 16th President of the United
States, Mr. Abraham Lincoln, was the featured
speaker at this month’s responsibility character
assembly at the Plato campus. Students are
very well acquainted with the revered president,
studying his remarkable legacy through the Core
Knowledge history sequence in kindergarten,
second, and fifth grade. Mr. John Voehl did an
excellent impersonation and connected the
president’s character to his significant
contributions to our great nation.
6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2029 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents'
Night on Thu 1 Dec 2022 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great Hall.
High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information regarding
the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common Junior High.
This will be an excellent opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on Sat 11 Mar
2023, will be geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day will be
forthcoming.

Aristotle-Campus News
Character Education Assembly. The
Aristotle campus hosted Deputy
McGuinnis as the featured speaker for their
responsibility character assembly. McGuinnis
has been in law enforcement for eleven
years. In 2018, he was selected as a K9
handler. His K9 partner is a 6-year-old
Belgian Malinois named Tyr (pronounced
Teer). K9 Tyr and Deputy McGuinnis are
assigned to the patrol division Larimer
County Sheriff's Department. Deputy
McGuinnis is the father of Logan McGuinnis
a first grader at Aristotle campus.

Athletics
Soccer Playoffs and Tickets. The Liberty Common Men’s Soccer Team finished atop the
Patriot League for the eighth consecutive season and has secured the #4 seed in the 3A
CHSAA State Soccer Playoffs. Through the playoffs, ticket prices and procedures will be
as follows:
Adults— $8.00
K-12 Students/Seniors (60+)—$5.00
Tickets must be purchased ahead of time at lceagles.com/event-tickets
Regional Volleyball. The volleyball team has made it to the regional tournament. It will
play tomorrow, Sat 5 Nov 2022 at Prospect Ridge Academy at 11:30AM and 1:00PM.
Tickets are $7 for students and $10 for adults and will be available at the gate.
Winter Sports Registration. The winter high-school sports season is rapidly approaching.
The registration deadline for men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and women’s
wrestling, and women’s swimming is Thu 9 Nov 2022. The first official day of practice will
be Mon 14 Nov 2022. Please visit lceagles.com for all registration information and
paperwork. If you have any questions, please contact athletics@libertycommon.org.
Gymnastics Qualifier. LCHS senior, Laura Zupancic,
qualified for the 5A State Gymnastics Championships in
three individual events—the uneven bars, balance
beam, and vault. The competition took place yesterday.
She is representing Liberty Common School on the
new district team, the PSD Stars. Laura has competed
in gymnastics for twelve years, and we are so proud of
her as she completed her career with a state
championship appearance.

New State Champion. Liberty Common junior, Isabel
Allori, claimed the 3A State Cross Country
Championship last Saturday with a new 3A staterecord time of 17:10. Her 5K performance was the
third-fastest ever on the state course and completed an
undefeated season. Read the full details in the Eagle
Weekly. Way to go, Isabel!

Flag Football. The sixth-grade Liberty flag-football
team won the end-of-season tournament and headed
to the super bowl on Sun 30 Oct 2022. The team wore
“Ezra Strong” and orange accents in memory of Ezra
Black. Let’s go Lions!

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-todate information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
How Did We Get Here?
Part One of a Five-Part Series
Liberty Common School has a unique history important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The founders persevered to make
our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next five weeks, we will run "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer,
Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as
we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we
have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.

The History of Liberty Common School
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founding Parent
Liberty Common Elementary School first opened its
doors in September of 1997, but the story of The
Liberty Common School dates back much further.
In the early 1990s, true educational choice was nonexistent in Poudre School District. Parents without
resources for private school sent their children to

neighborhood schools. Nebulous curricula were
largely determined by individual classroom teachers,
leading to gaps and repetition in student learning.
Dissatisfied, small groups of parents began to read,
research, and meet throughout PSD in search of
better options.

One young couple, with a seemingly insatiable interest in
education issues, emerged with a solution. After months of
research, Dr. Randy Everett and his wife, Ruth Ann,
identified several fundamental elements they believed most
parents desired in their children’s schooling:
Parental choice in education
A core curriculum of specific content knowledge
Solid, content-driven skill instruction
Teaching the values of a democratic society
School-based management
Randy and Ruth Ann took their message on the road,
placing advertisements in the local paper, and speaking in
living rooms and meeting halls throughout the county. Soon,
hundreds of parents had joined the cause.
In the spring of 1993, Dr. Everett submitted a proposal to the PSD Board of Education to
establish an Elementary School-of-Choice organized around the Core Knowledge
Sequence. The educational community fought the proposal with gusto. District teachers
testified before the school board, pronouncing the Core Knowledge Sequence too difficult
to teach or learn. In spite of this strong opposition, the school board approved the request,
and the Washington Core Knowledge School opened with 125 students that fall. This
progressive episode in PSD’s history is documented on pages 62-63 of The Schools We
Need by E.D. Hirsch.
Washington Core Knowledge School flourished. Parents painted the run-down school
building and gathered curriculum resources. Courageous teachers joined the team, and
students began to outperform their peers at neighborhood schools. In two years,
enrollment had nearly doubled, and the waiting list numbered in the hundreds.
To meet this high demand, the school board allowed Washington Core to further increase
enrollment and move into a portion of the old Fort Collins High School building. In a
monumental construction effort led by parent volunteer Carol Christ, the high school
building was converted to an elementary school over the summer of 1995. Things were
going well for Washington Core, or so it seemed.
The school district notified Washington Core that its two-year pilot program had
ended. Faculty would now be determined by the district, rather than the school’s parent
board. Sadly, the district immediately fired two teachers, replacing them with “tenured
excess” teachers from within PSD.
The founding parents were dismayed. How could the school retain its integrity if PSD
brought in teachers who were not committed to the school’s curriculum? Fortunately, the
Colorado legislature had provided an answer – the Charter Schools Act.
to be continued...

Every Family a Donor
Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your
everyday spending into a catalyst for donations to Liberty
Common School. Participate by signing up for one of the

many affiliate programs offered by Amazon, King
Soopers, Box Tops for Education, and Morning Fresh
Dairy. When you participate in these programs and spend
money at these retail outlets, they donate a portion of
your purchase back to Liberty. Click on the affiliate logos
to learn more about supporting your school.

Alumni Update
Lucas Barber, LCHS Class of 2021, recently competed in the annual Piano Concerto
Competition at Wheaton College in Illinois. He won the top prize for his spectacular performance
of George Gershwin’s Variations on ‘I Got Rhythm’ and earned the opportunity to be
accompanied by the Wheaton College Symphony Orchestra at a special Honors Concert on Fri
20 Jan 2023. Luke is a sophomore at Wheaton College majoring in Music with Elective Studies in
Business.
Watch his thrilling, award-winning performance here:

Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
First Liberty Lecture – Elections & Campaigns. Tuesday 8 November 2022 6:30PM in
the LCHS Great Hall. All students, parents, grandparents, alumni, friends from other
schools, and supporters of all types are invited to our first-of-the-year “Liberty Lecture” on
the topic of The Future of American Democracy – Elections, Campaigns, and Political
Civility. Our special guest keynote speaker is rancher, former U.S. Representative, and
Advisory Board Member for the University of Colorado’s Center for Leadership Bob
Beauprez (CLICK HERE for bio). This event occurs the evening of Election Day 2022.
Colorado Eagles Tickets. After School Kindness, Inc. is sponsoring the Colorado Eagles.
Join the hockey game on Wed 9 Nov 2022 at a discounted price. The special rate for the
game is only $21.00/ticket. Get your ticket(s) today to secure your spot at the game. Doors
open at 6:00PM and the puck will drop at 7:05PM. Purchase your tickets here. This offer
is open to the all LCS Plato- and Aristotle-campus families.
Literacy at Liberty. Liberty Common 101 is a video series by the Parent Education
Committee. Each video focuses on a different aspect of Liberty's curriculum and guiding
principles. Watch Episode 2 on literacy from LCHS instructor Mr. Jared Dybzinski.
Sibling-List Enrollment Update. Don’t lose your kindergarten-sibling spot for the 20232024 school year. The deadline to enroll is Fri 18 Nov 2022. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2023-2024
school year, please make sure she or he is on the sibling list. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie Russell (Plato-campus Registrar) or
Marnie Dame (Aristotle-campus Registrar) to ensure your student is included. Additional
information regarding enrollment is available online.
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, click here to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smartphone or tablet.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 188. Decorum. Traffic signals should not be
needed in school halls. Keep to the right. Do not collect
in bunches that block the stairway, halls, or aisles."

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day

Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 17 Nov 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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