In Memoriam Ezra
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Yesterday afternoon, Thu 29 Sep 2022, Mr. Vince Black delivered the sad news to his
son’s friends, family, and throngs of admirers: “Ezra ran and finished his race.” Please
click here for the family's updates.
Adherents to the ancient Christian faith probably recognize Mr. Black’s apt reference to
the Apostle Paul’s “famous last words” penned in a 1 st-Century letter written to a young
priest named Timothy. For context, here’s how St. Paul put it (2 Tim 4:6-8):
“For I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at
hand. I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on
the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the last judge, will award to me on
that day, and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearance.”
The son of Vince and Kirsten, Ezra is big brother to Asher, Obed, Solomon, and
Uzziah, who attend LCS. His earthly battle with leukemia was overwhelming. It is
over. Ezra died midday yesterday.
Though the cruel disease took the LCHS Class of 2022
alumnus and School Captain from us, those who knew
him are fully convinced Ezra passed on in victory.
Everyone who knew him loved him – everyone.
He was the epitome of Prudence, Temperance, Justice,
Fortitude, Gratitude, and Wisdom. Throughout his time
at LCHS, he led his constituency, his faculty, and all
adults who work here always toward the school’s
Capstone Virtues and Keystone Virtue.
When the mighty Class of 2022 graduated last May, its
members elected Ezra to articulate the cohort’s farewell
sentiments. His remarks were prescient and profound.
Indeed, he shared how his harrowing experiences
facing his own mortality shaped his perspective on life
and faith. I highly commend Ezra’s inspired words to everyone. Please click here to watch
his speech.

This death pains us all and is excruciatingly hard to bear. Yet, considering the impact Ezra
had on the world, his family, his friends, our school, his Church, and the totality of his life’s
quality is a joyous reflection upon the most important of the school’s highpoints.
Liberty Common School will always be grateful to the Black family for acquainting us with
Ezra and emboldening him, as a young man, to become a central pillar of our
community’s soul. The next week or so will include suitable remembrances, grieving,
celebrating, and memorial events intended to help everyone in the Liberty community
properly comprehend such a tectonic loss.
May Ezra Black rest in eternal peace.
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Next Week is Theodore Roosevelt Week at LCS
Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt became the country's
youngest president at age 42 in 1901. He brought the
United States into the Progressive Era, breaking up
corporate monopolies, forming the conservation
movement, and greatly increasing American influence
around the world. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906
for brokering the end of the Russo-Japanese War. He is
often most remembered for expanding the power of the
United States of America, making this country one of the
most powerful countries in the History of Mankind.

Headmaster's Message
Wither Grandparents Day?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty students sure learn a lot from Grandparents
Day. In 2010, LCS supermom Mrs. Amy Redstone
cast a schoolwide vision for an annual intergenerational
celebration of heritage, respect, and love. The whole
school would demonstrate being unprofitable servants
for our honored elders and do what we are obliged to
do.
A volunteer Member of the school’s Board of Directors,
and its eventual Chair, Amy marshalled other parents
who, with a bit of administrative support and faculty participation, orchestrated one of the
most glorious events in the school’s 25-year history. Thereafter, our splendid
Grandparents-Day legacy was sustained by teams of parents who led the way in revering
LCS grandparents as pillars of family leadership, wisdom, and virtue.

As with just about everything Liberty does, each
succeeding Grandparents Day turned out better than
the previous owing to solid planning, meticulous record
keeping, and an institutional culture of continuous
improvement. Then, a big snowstorm forced canceling
the event in 2019.
The COVID pandemic moved the event online in 2020
and 2021. It’s been four years since we’ve had a live, inperson Grandparents Day.
Recovering the tradition is a worthy ambition; but, alas
we’re falling behind. A few editions ago, in this weekly
newsletter, we began sending out pleas for parents to volunteer and help organize this
year’s Grandparents Day. Few have responded.
I don’t mean to dwell coarsely on the matter, but if a robust team does not materialize
within the next week or so, Mrs. Redstone’s beautiful vision will have probably succumbed
to parental lethargy. Please send an email here to volunteer, or see elsewhere in today’s
newsletter for instructions on how to pitch in and help ensure LCS surges forward with a
twelfth magnificent Grandparents Day.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Sat 1 Oct 2022 | Festival of Ideas | LCHS Colosseum
Mon 3 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | 5th-, 6th-Grade Alcohol and Drug Education (Plato Campus)
Tue 4 Oct 2022 | 6:30– 7:30PM | Singapore Math Presentation | Speaker: Cassy Turner,
Singapore Math consultant | LCS (Aristotle Campus) All Liberty parents are invited.
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | LCS Talent Show (Plato and Aristotle Campus)
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | First Quarter Ends
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences | No School
Sat 22 Oct 2022 | 7:30AM | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Plato Campus (Rescheduled date)
Sat 22 Oct 2022 | 11:00AM | Key Club Car Wash | LCHS (Rescheduled date)
Mon 24 Oct–Fri 28 Oct 2022 | Bookfair | (Aristotle Campus)
Thu 27 Oct 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCS Aristotle Campus |
Agora
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:
Deputy Mitchell McGuinnis, Larimer County Sheriff, K9 (Aristotle Campus)
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character-Education Assembly | Speaker:
John Voehl as Abraham Lincoln (Plato Campus)
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Overboard On Virtue? As to whether character-education instruction on virtue and
morality can be imperious at Liberty Common School, one LCS parent shared her wellconsidered opinion with school administrators last week. In consenting to the

Headmaster’s request to avail her essay to the whole community, she asked it be
accomplished anonymously. Please click here to read it.

Hearing, Vision Screening. Volunteers are needed to assist with hearing and vision
screening at all three campuses. Prior experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be
able to stay for the whole time. You may sign up to volunteer at more than one campus.
See the sign up links below for additional details or email Natalie Dybzinski with
questions.
Aristotle campus | Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Sign Up
LCHS | Thu 1 Dec 2022 | Sign Up
Plato campus | Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Sign Up

Music To Their Ears. Fifteen 5th–7th graders
completed Mrs. Hoyer’s Summer Listening Challenge.
Students completed the challenge by listening to five or
more hours of some of the greatest music of the
Western canon. Winners include Hannah Irish, Ella
Latzke, Jessa Haas, Ulian La Foy, Natalie Whitman,
Grace Rillo, Riley Crenshaw, Baelyn Banning,
Noelle Kerlin, Joey Barber, Hope Barnhart, Natalie
Rillo, Arielle Cullers, and Ganesh Srikakolupu. Our
grand-prize winner, Prisha Iyer of Mrs. Hickman’s5thgrade class listened to a whopping 112 hours over the
summer, which was a new record! Congratulations to
all the students who participated.

Fort Collins Recreation. Registration for late-fall
programming through Fort Collins Recreation is
underway. The recreation program supports school
communities by placing students on teams with their
classmates. Register online for k-8 boys and girls
basketball. Be sure to include the name of the school
on your registration. Registration ends Mon 24 Oct
2022. Winter-season registration deadline is Thu 29
Dec 2022. Rally your classmates, recruit a volunteer
coach, and compete as a community. Go Eagles!

Fire Drill. On Monday, all elementary students on the
Plato campus did an outstanding job responding to an
unannounced evacuation drill. Students exited the
structure quickly and orderly, reassembled outside at
their rally points (depicted in the nearby photo), and
were accounted for within minutes. They were diligent
listeners, obeyed instructions attentively, and seemed
to understand the gravity of the exercise. The LCS
administration is happy with the response. Well done
everyone!

Flashback Friday. Two of our treasured teachers, Amy Tamez (1st grade, Plato campus)
and Dawn Karr (Science-Department Chair/Biology/Human Anatomy, High
School), joined the Liberty team 24 years ago to kick off the school’s second year. Mrs.
Karr began her Liberty career as middle-school science and math teacher. These ladies
continue to light up Liberty with their teaching professionalism and smiles.

LCS News
Parenting-Styles Webinar. Join a free online event on Thu 6 Oct 2022, hosted by
leaders of Amen University and Love and Logic. This webinar will introduce you to the
most common parenting styles and outline what research says are the best strategies for
raising competent kids. Register online.

Honoring Our Servicemen and Servicewomen. Each year on Veteran’s Day, we honor
veterans and those currently serving our country with a display of thanks. To make our
bulletin boards an excellent presentation of respect and appreciation, we are asking
families to submit photos of servicemen or servicewomen. Photos can be dropped off at
the front office at each campus or emailed to Mrs. Miller (Plato Campus) or Mrs. Ronen
(Aristotle Campus). Please include the warrior's name, where they served or are serving,
and their relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos will be accepted through Tue
1 Nov 2022 and will be returned if requested.

Fall-Fest Gratitude. This year’s Fall Festival—held last
Friday—was a huge success. Attendees enjoyed crafts,
games, and connecting with friends and teachers.
Events like these help build a strong school community
and require a lot of support. Big thanks go to Liberty
parent and super-volunteer Yolanda Sears for heading
up this year’s spectacular event. Also, a special thank
you goes to committee volunteers: Plato campus—Annette Ellis, Celia Levasseur, Kit
Kirby, Shelly Friesen, and Aimee Latzke. Aristotle campus—Heather Lang, Jason
Lang, Kendra Maxwell, Ryan Sturm, Michelle Garnier, and Kristi Bisson.
To all the parents who stepped in last minute to help make the festival a success and
volunteered or donated items— thank you. Check out the Fall Festival 2022 album on our
Facebook page.

Got Milk? Milk will be available for lunch starting Mon 3 Oct 2022. Students may purchase
1% white milk or chocolate milk for 50 cents.

Athletics
Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-todate information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
Descartes Is Not Dead
By: Christopher Reynolds, Athletic Director

Each semester, I start my philosophy class by having
my students interpret Rene Descartes’ famous
statement, “I think, therefore I am.” I did this because I
walked by a colleague’s classroom one day and saw
this phrase emblazoned on a poster—neon pink, green,
and orange letters on a black background—a teachersupply-warehouse find, no doubt. Around the bold
statement, there were many other phrases in wispy
cursive script: “solve problems,” “create your future,”
“inspire others,” etc. Sure enough, my students would
give me interpretations that followed in kind.
One of the most memorable interpretations offered up
was, “Well, Mr. Reynolds, I think this means we are all free to use our mind to paint our
own inner landscapes.” This was the most poetic version of what 95% of my students
were all essentially saying. Like the poster, the interpretation of Descartes’ landmark
epistemological argument was, “I am free to use my mind to create the reality which I
desire…I think, therefore I am whatever I think myself to be.”
Horrified by this, still angry over the poster, and finally free from the classroom full of
narcissists that I had just worked with, I confided in a colleague who might understand.
After hearing this same narrative around the Refectorium lunch table, he sighed and
simply said, “The author is dead.” Over our microwaved leftovers and stale coffee, we
bemoaned the fact the celebration of education and the human mind, devoid of any
context or bedrock onto which we can anchor meaning, will send ships clattering into one
another, tossed about by the waves of each boat’s “inner landscape.”
The cogito, as it is known, was the end of a long line of
reasoning by Descartes as he tried to unearth if he could
really know anything at all. Plagued by doubts, some
stranger than others, he wanted to find a “first principle of
philosophy.” Translated into Latin from his original
French, the simple phrase, Cogito ergo sum, was the
bedrock that Rene Descartes offered as the basis upon
which to build his rational understanding of reality.
"I HAD long since remarked that, in matters of conduct, it
is necessary sometimes to follow opinions known to be
uncertain, as if they were not subject to doubt; but,
because now I was desirous to devote myself to the
search after truth, I considered that I must do just the contrary, and reject as absolutely
false everything concerning which I could imagine the least doubt to exist. Thus, because
our senses sometimes deceive us, I would suppose that nothing is such as they make us
to imagine it; and, because I was as likely to err as another in reasoning, I rejected as
false all the reasons which I had formerly accepted as demonstrative; and, finally,
considering that all the thoughts we have when awake can come to us also when we sleep
without any of them being true, I resolved to feign that everything which had ever entered
my mind was no more truth than the illusion of my dreams. But I observed that, while I

was thus resolved to feign that everything was false, I who thought must of necessity be;
and remarking this truth--I think, therefore I am--was so firm and so assured that all the
most extravagant suppositions of the skeptics were unable to shake it, I judged that I could
unhesitatingly accept it as the first principle of the philosophy I was seeking. I could feign
that there was no world, I could not feign that I did not exist" (Descartes, Discourse on
Method, emphasis mine).
Love or hate Descartes, he goes on to make a methodical and logical argument from this
“first principle” to include certainty in many other claims in his pursuit of truth, including the
notion his existence must be preceded by the existence of another. His defense for the
existence of the “All-Perfect” is, “it is evident that falsity or imperfection can no more come
forth from God than can perfection proceed from nothingness.”
If, like me, you tend to skim long quotes like the one above, you may be asking yourself,
“Why does any of this matter?”
The battle for our students’ hearts and minds is not first a political or cultural one. It lives
deep down in their souls—in the deepest presuppositions of their worldviews. Are we the
captains of the ship? Am I the painter of my own inner landscape? Or, must I yield to a
reality outside of myself? I know I exist because I am thinking and writing these words, but
I cannot slay the author in order to be whatever I think myself to be. My existence may be
certain by my own thoughts, but to flourish and live in accordance with a reality outside of
my thoughts, I must yield. We need to help our students, and so often ourselves, see they
did not “proceed from nothingness.” The author is not dead.

Every Family A Donor

Grandparents Day Sponsorships Available. We invite your business to support
Grandparents Day—a wonderful event in November. This marketing opportunity provides
wide visibility for your company to our more than 700 attendees—school grandparents,
active community leaders, and top-notch educators. Various sponsorship levels are
available, all of which will recognize your business as a generous supporter of our great
school. For more information, contact Brett Harkey, or purchase a sponsorship today.

Double the Donation. Did you know many employers
will match your donation to Liberty Common School?
This is a great way for your giving to go the extra
mile. Donate to any of our current fundraising initiatives today and during checkout,
you’ll be presented an opportunity to search for your employer to see if it participates.

Alumni Update

From Benjamin Spencer Lynch, School Captain, Class of 2023
Yesterday, my friend, teammate, and role model finished his journey in this world. Ezra
Black was a courageous, tenderhearted, cheerful young man who made an everlasting
impact on me and the whole community.
My relationship with Ezra began my sophomore year on the soccer team. Throughout the
season, I began to realize a few things I admired in Ezra. At every opportunity, whether
riding the bus or after practice, Ezra would attempt to genuinely build his relationship with
you. It was always a mission for Ezra to ensure that every one of his teammates was
loved.
Ezra was always thinking about the bigger picture. It was never about the individual
games, but the brotherhood that our team created in the process. As a young admirer, I
was extremely excited when Ezra ran for School Captain at the end of my sophomore
year. I knew that the care he expressed towards the soccer team would magnify
throughout the whole school.
After winning his election, Ezra felt it was his obligation to care for all of Liberty Common
High School. It did not matter if you knew Ezra, he would always bring joy to your heart
and make everyone feel loved every day. When talking with Ezra, he would always ask
you questions and show sincerity for your current situation.
The summer going into my junior year, the soccer team went on a trip to Liberty University.
The whole weekend, Ezra felt terribly sick. Although he could not partake in the practices
and games, he was determined to grow our team’s community and participate in every
way he could. When we returned, we discovered that Ezra was diagnosed with leukemia.
This news brought serious weight to our team. One of our brothers was about to suffer
pain like none of us had ever known for the next nine months of his life.
My junior year, our school supported and gathered behind Ezra. The loving school
community that Ezra built was now able to support him. This displayed another one of
Ezra’s admirable qualities, which is his great strength. Cancer did not stop Ezra from
making an impact on his high school.
While still in the hospital, Ezra persisted in his role as School Captain by writing weekly

emails and constantly checking in on his peers. Even in a time of great suffering, Ezra
continued to reach out to others and make them feel loved. At the end of the school year
last year, the school rejoiced to hear that Ezra was free of cancer.
This past summer, Ezra brought groups of friends together to hang out. It made me so
joyful to see my friend free of sickness and suffering. When I received the news that
Ezra’s cancer relapsed, I was shocked. Once Ezra was finally free of pain, he would have
to go through it all again.
Throughout the last few months of his journey, Ezra stayed faithful. He was content with
life and sought to find joy in every situation.
I am thankful for the immeasurable impact that Ezra made on my life. Ezra showed me
that life is not about our personal desires, but rather, loving one another and spreading
light into this dark world. Ezra’s absence will leave holes in many of our hearts.
It is unfair for someone like Ezra to leave so soon, but I know that he is now content in
heaven. Even now, after Ezra’s passing, we can honor Ezra by displaying the care he
showed for us to one another.

News Worth Repeating
Alcohol-and-Drug-Awareness Night. Partners Prevention Education Programming
will be leading an interactive session for students grades 5-6 and their parents on Mon 3
Oct 2022 at 6:30PM at the Plato campus called “Understanding Our Brain, Our Habits,
and Our Choices." During our time together, we will learn about brain development and
healthy decision making. This one-hour session will encourage students to understand
how habits form and to think about ways to live substance free. Students must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Immunizations Deadline. The immunization deadline is approaching and final notification
letters will be sent soon. Take a moment to ensure your school health office has your
child's most recent immunization record and/or immunization exemption. If you are unsure,
please check in with your school health technician: Tiffany Burgess (LCHS), Marnie
Dame (Aristotle), or Carrie Voggesser (Plato).

Wholesome Food Services Account Update. If you have not updated your student’s
Wholesome Food Services account information for this school year, please take a few
minutes and make sure the “Grade Level” and “Teacher” is correct. Many of the lunches
are showing up in the wrong grade level.

Liberty’s Got Talent. The annual Liberty Talent Show will be held on Fri 14 Oct 2022 at
6:30PM at both Plato and Aristotle campuses. Auditions will be held Mon 3 Oct and Tue 4
Oct after school. Auditions are open to every grade level. The sign-up sheet will be posted
during the last week of September. Email Amy Clemens (Plato campus) or Nancy Hoyer
(Aristotle campus) with questions.
Talent Show Flyer (Aristotle campus)

Let's Read. The Liberty Common School Scholastic Bookfair runs from Mon 24 Oct–Fri
28 Oct 2022 for the Aristole campus. Family Night will be Tue 25 Oct 2022 from 6:00–
8:00PM. Come shop, play games, and win prizes. If you're interested in volunteering,
please email Mrs. Gowing. A link to her SignUp Genius page will be in next week's Liberty
Common Sense.

2022–2023 Online Registration. Please complete your student's annual online
registration for the 2022-2023 school year. All families must complete this process, even if
your students have recently enrolled, to ensure our teachers and staff have updated
information and agreement forms. Contact Mrs. McCormick with any questions.

Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11–18 are invited to compete
within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely identified with an
American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to $5,000. Contest
information is available online.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 183. Greetings. On entering the room say, 'Good
morning, Miss Greer.' Be courteous and thoughtful of
her. Answer her, 'Yes, Miss Greer'; or, 'No, Miss Greer';
rather than with a blunt 'Yes' or 'No.'”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 27 Oct 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora
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