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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Hamlet Week at LCS
Written between 1599 and 1601, Hamlet is widely
regarded as Shakespeare's greatest play. It is a
story of murder, revenge, infidelity, and
philosophical contemplation. Adapted from a Norse
tale in which a young prince feigns madness in
order to exact the vengeance demanded for his
slain kin, Shakespeare's Hamlet trades the bloody
scheming of a resolute hero for the introspective
temperament of a studious young prince. The
result is a fascinating series of moral vacillations
delivered amidst some of literature's most insightful
reflections on death and the weight of human
action. And, of course, everybody dies.

Headmaster's Message
A Grain From A Drop
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Time seems to have forgotten a state Resolution

designating today as “Colorado Character Education
Day.” It occurs annually on the fourth Friday of
October. There’s no mention of it in the media. No
public agency or school district promotes it.
“Schools should provide instruction to students in
core character qualities that transcend cultural,
religious, and socioeconomic differences such as:
common courtesy, respect for person and
property, civic and personal responsibility, and honest
and fair dealings," reads the decades-old
Resolution.
Elsewhere, the decree describes character as the
cornerstone of a democratic society. It declares, for example, “American students have a
right to the knowledge of their moral heritage.”
Though freedom-loving Americans tend to rely upon
distinctly non-government institutions for guidance in
virtue, this Resolution nonetheless venerates timeless
contributions of ancient cultures, Western civilization,
and classical philosophy – traditions from which
students derive their moral heritage.
In these, we might recognize olden parallels of
prudence from Liber Sapientiae asserting the whole
universe is a grain from a drop of morning dew come
down upon the earth. Each child is a powerful and
important individual in an expansive cosmos.
Perpetual liberty depends wholly upon the goodness,
truthfulness, beauty, and perfection of each one’s
character. Accordingly, Liberty Common School’s daily lessons orient students habitually
toward these moral essentials.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Fri 28 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | Talent Show (Plato Campus)
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character-Education Assembly | Plato and
Aristotle Campus
Mon 31 Oct–Fri 4 Nov 2022 | Canned-Food Drive (Plato Campus)
Tue 1 Nov 2022 | Immunization Deadline
Sun 6 Nov 2022 | Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mon 7 Nov 2022 | 3rd- and 4th-grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato and Aristotle
Tue 8 Nov 2022 | 6:30–8:00PM | Liberty Lecture: Elections in America | LCHS Great Hall
Tue 8 Nov 2022 | Election Day
Fri 11 Nov 2022 | Veteran’s Day
Thu 17 Nov 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCS Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 18 Nov 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Mon 21 Nov 2022 | Half-Day Kindergarten Grandparents Day
Tue 22 Nov 2022 | 9:00AM | Grandparents Day
Wed 23 Nov–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | LCS Aristotle Campus
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News

“Liberty Lectures” Restarting. The pandemic suspended one of Liberty’s most
celebrated all-school leisure traditions – regular Liberty Lectures. But after a two-and-ahalf year hiatus, they’re starting up again. Four are planned for the year, so far. If you have
never been to one, imagine the LCHS Great Hall full of students, families, alumni, and
visitors taking in a lecture of general community interest. Yes, they tend to be academic in
nature, but there’s no homework, no test afterward – just lots of follow-up discussion
spanning generations and reverberating for days. Many of our teachers award their
students extra credit for attending. This is part of what a great school should be. The first
is scheduled for the evening of Election Day, Tuesday, 8 November 2022 from 6:308:00PM in the LCHS Great Hall. Invite friends, grandparents, and neighbors. We hope to
see everyone there to help relaunch a truly great LCS tradition.
First Liberty Lecture – Elections &
Campaigns. Tuesday 8 November 2022 6:30PM in
the LCHS Great Hall. All students, parents,
grandparents, alumni, friends from other schools, and
supporters of all types are invited to our first-of-the-year
“Liberty Lecture” on the topic of The Future of American
Democracy – Elections, Campaigns, and Political
Civility. Our special guest keynote speaker is rancher,
former U.S. Representative, and Advisory Board
Member for the University of Colorado’s Center for
Leadership Bob Beauprez (CLICK HERE for bio). This
event occurs the evening of Election Day 2022.
Literacy at Liberty. Liberty Common 101 is a video series by the Parent Education
Committee. Each video focuses on a different aspect of Liberty's curriculum and guiding
principles. Watch Episode 2 on literacy from LCHS instructor Mr. Jared Dybzinski.

Everywhere A Sign. Anyone wondering where all
those signs come from, now you know. Principal
Casey Churchill is pretty handy with a power drill.
Stay off your phones in the school parking lots! Can’t
you read the sign?

Flashback Friday. In 2001, Mrs. Karr's 9th-grade
ICPE class painted the Periodic Table of the Elements
on the science-room wall. Today, this room at the Plato
campus serves as the classroom for Mrs. Horton's 1st
graders. Note that prior to the opening of LCHS in
2010, Liberty 9th graders wore the same dress code as
elementary students.

LCS News
Colorado Eagles Tickets. After School Kindness, Inc.
is sponsoring the Colorado Eagles. Join the hockey
game on Wed 9 Nov 2022 at a discounted price. The
special rate for the game is only $21.00/ticket. Get
your ticket(s) today to secure your spot at the game.
Doors open at 6:00PM and the puck will drop at

7:05PM. Purchase your tickets here. This offer is
open to the all LCS Plato- and Aristotle-campus
families.

Curriculum Celebrations. Liberty Common
School has its own tradition of bringing many
curricular units of study to life during this time
of year through dynamic culminating
celebrations. Kindergarten’s Nursery-Rhyme
Day, first grade’s Egyptian Day, second
grade’s Greek Agora, third grade’s Roman
Day, and fourth grade’s Medieval Day all
occur annually at the end of October. These
highly anticipated celebrations bring learning
to life on many levels.
During yesterday’s Greek Agora, this summative
experience not only put the second-grade students'
understanding and mastery of Ancient Greek
society, culture, and mythology on display, it also
provided them with an opportunity to put their
understanding of the economic principles of goods
and services, earning and spending, buying and
selling, and marketplace competition into practice.

Plato-Campus News
Canned-Food Drive. The Liberty Common School
Student Council’s annual canned-food drive begins
Mon 31 Oct 2022. Canned and boxed non-perishable
food items will benefit the House of Neighborly
Services. Expired items cannot be accepted. Students
can bring in cans through Fri 4 Nov 2022. Each class
will keep a tally of their cans, competing by class for the
most cans. The entire school will earn a free-dress day
by collecting a school-wide total of 2,022 items. If the
school-wide donation is at least 4,044 items, the students will earn a teacher surprise.
Parent volunteers able to assist classes in their effort to count, load, and move heavy
boxes would be greatly appreciated. Please reach out directly to your child’s classroom
teacher if you’re able to assist with this effort on Fri 4 Nov 2022.
Thank You, Parents. The Plato-campus faculty and staff are immensely grateful for the
wonderful and extravagant lunch provided by parent volunteers last week, on Parent-

Teacher Conference Day. The support and appreciation displayed are very encouraging to
all of us. Thank you.
Patience During Pick-Up and Drop-Off. It is critical to the safety and well-being of our
students that parents drive very slowly, put cell-phones away, and practice patience during
daily drop-off and pick-up. We have an excellent drop-off and pick-up system, and it
requires everyone to practice integrity and patience. If you would like to save time, the
middle pick-up, especially in the mornings, gets very little use.

Aristotle-Campus News
Butterfly Release. Miss Pedersen's and Mrs.
Schmidberger's second-grade classes had a
butterfly release on Tue 25 Oct 2022. The
students watched as the insects ate and grew
as caterpillars, encased themselves in their
chrysalids, then finally emerged as adult
butterflies. They experienced the butterfly life
cycle as part of their life-cycles unit in
science. The Plato campus is awaiting its
butterflies.

Athletics
Soccer Playoffs and Tickets. The Liberty Common Men’s Soccer Team finished atop

the Patriot League for the eighth consecutive season, and it has secured the #4
seed in the 3A CHSAA State Soccer Playoffs. Through the playoffs, ticket prices and
procedures will be as follows:
Adults - $8.00
K-12 Students/Seniors (60+) - $5.00
Tickets must be purchased ahead of time at lceagles.com/event-tickets
State Cross Country. The junior-high crosscountry team ran in the Middle School XC State
Championships last Saturday near D’Evelyn High
School. Grant Koontz capped off a fantastic
season with the individual victory making him the
first State Champion in the history of Liberty
Common Junior High School. The rest of the boys
came in quickly after Grant to land the team a
third-place finish out of 24 teams represented.
The high-school State Championship will be this
Sat 29 Oct 2022 at the Norris Penrose Event
Center in Colorado Springs.

State Cycling Championships. Liberty
Common senior, Kade Kreikemeier, took
second at state championships in Glenwood
Springs last Saturday. With his sights set on
first place, Kade still put in a very strong
effort in an exciting and competitive race.
Kade was neck-and-neck with eventual
champion, Nicho Konecny, for all three
laps and 2:20 ahead of third. It came down
to a sprint finish and only a three-second
margin of victory. Nicho is a five-time

national champion and told Kade he has
never had a harder race or had to dig so deep as he did on Saturday. We are so proud of
what Kade accomplished this season to take second place in a Colorado field filled with
three of the top four nationally. Great season, Kade!
Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-todate information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
Poetry Is Hard But Worth It
By Torgun Lovely, Principal (LCHS)
Most poetry confounds me. I have yet to read a poem
of any substance and be able to glean its full gist at first
blush. I usually expect to enjoy it in the same way as
reading a good story or listening to a pretty song, but it
rarely turns out that way. I almost always need to work
a bit harder, re-read the work several times, and even
discuss it with others to fully grasp the beauty of the
author’s intent behind the poetic devices deployed. I
imagine many poets intend it to be so.
That was certainly the case a few years ago when a
group of teachers and administrators from LCHS
attended a classical symposium in North Carolina. We
were to read William Butler Yeats’ classic, “Sailing to Byzantium." It isn’t long, four
stanzas, but after reading it once, then a second time, and again for a third time, I realized
I needed some help.
I naturally turned to the school’s leader in all
things composed with words, English
Department Chair, Mr. Dybzinksi, who
helped me parse, dissect, ingest, enjoy, and
drink deeply of the stunning beauty contained
within. It was an enriching and rewarding
experience.
For those who have never read it, or haven’t
read it recently, I highly recommend doing
so. Just remember, if it doesn’t strike a chord with you the first time through, that’s okay,
work a little harder, it’s worth it, and your effort will be richly rewarded. CLICK HERE to
read it, or CLICK HERE to listen to it read aloud.
More recently, a friend sent me a poem he wrote about
a time when he was the principal of a high school and
lost a recent graduate in a tragic accident shortly after
graduation. I had the same experience with his poem
as well, and was truly enriched by the back-and-forth
conversation via email with the actual author, Colorado
Poet Laureate, Dr. David Rothman.
Here are some of his words to me, which meant so
much in my time of sorrow. “Unambitious writers speak
to people….more ambitious ones try to speak for them,
to say things that are common to us all, which is
why Shelley called them ‘the unacknowledged

legislators of the world.’ In this case, under exactly the same pressure you’re facing (the
death of a student) this insight and poem arrived in a moment of grace: grief is only an
effect, whereas love must be the cause. But no one said love is easy! Every time we love,
we must open ourselves to the world and accept that great loss and pain may come….and
yet….even that grief cannot remove the fact of that love, for the love must have come first,
and still abides. And that argument felt like absolute bedrock when it arrived, and still
does.”
His poem, shared below, is a powerful work about loss,
grief, heartbreak, but ultimately love. It helped me
mourn, but also helped me understand why the recent
loss of Ezra hurts so very much. Simply put, I loved,
admired, respected, and was tremendously blessed by
that young man. He gave our school a huge gift in his
leadership and scholarship, and gave my family an
equally huge gift in his friendship and faith. I miss him,
and will carry his loss for quite some time.
What You Carry, by Dr. David Rothman
Before the day the heart breaks comes the art
Of love. So in your heart’s new holocaust,
Remember loss burns, but fires cannot start
Without their fuel: what’s loved and has been lost.
And in that arid school study how grief
Must be effect, not cause. Love must come first,
For only love, though delicate and brief,
Can teach us that its absence is a thirst.
So feel it, feel the pain. Let yourself know
Heartbreak and anger, grief and what you carry.
It’s real, it’s there, it hurts and will not go
Because you tell it it is secondary.
And yet it is. Make love, and what you make,
Though it will come to grief, grief cannot take.
Beautiful, right? I hope you read through and contemplate it more than once, and work
hard to capture its intended power. Poetry can be difficult, but the mark of a skilled
craftsman is nuance and complexity, especially where language is concerned. It takes
hard work to produce a masterpiece, but also hard work to appreciate the genius behind
it – and hard work always pays off. Always.

Alumni Update
Dear Liberty Family,
As a family, we want to express our gratitude to you for the countless ways you have
cared for and supported us over the last 15 months. Our hearts are full of gratitude for you
all, even as we grieve the tremendous loss of our dear Ezra. Thank you for the
extravagant care you have poured out on our family as we have walked this very hard,
very dark road. Your care, generosity, grace, kindness and compassion have offered
pinpricks of light to us on this journey and we are deeply grateful.
Warmly, The Black Family.
Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
Grandparents Day Volunteers. New sign-up forms are now available to volunteer for
Grandparents Day. Click on your campus below to register. Parents are welcome to sign
up to volunteer at more than one location. Watch this short video from Brandi Aspinall to
hear how you can help us create a lasting memory for our students and grandparents.
Aristotle Campus
Plato Campus
High School
Honoring Servicemen and Servicewomen. Each year on Veteran’s Day, we honor
veterans and those currently serving our country with displays of thanks. To make our
bulletin boards an excellent presentation of respect and appreciation, we are asking
families to submit photos of veterans, servicemen, and servicewomen. Photos can be
dropped off at the front office at each campus or emailed to Mrs. Miller (Plato
Campus) or Mrs. Ronen (Aristotle Campus). Please include the warrior's name, where
they served or are serving, and their relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos
will be accepted through Tue 1 Nov 2022 and will be returned if requested.
Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11–18 are invited to compete
within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely identified with an
American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to $5,000. Contest
information is available online.
Sibling-List Enrollment Update. Don’t lose your kindergarten-sibling spot for the 20232024 school year. The deadline to enroll is Fri 18 Nov 2022. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2023-2024
school year, please make sure she or he is on the sibling list. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie Russell (Plato-campus Registrar) or
Marnie Dame (Aristotle-campus Registrar) to ensure your student is included. Additional
information regarding enrollment is available online.
Hearing, Vision Screening. Volunteers are needed to assist with hearing and vision
screening at all three campuses. Prior experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be
able to stay for the whole time. You may sign up to volunteer at more than one campus.
See the sign-up links below for additional details or email Natalie Dybzinski with
questions.
Aristotle campus | Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Sign Up
LCHS | Thu 1 Dec 2022 | All volunteer positions filled
Plato campus | Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Sign Up
Substitute Teachers Needed. We welcome the opportunity to draw upon the expertise of
our parent population for classroom instruction. If you are interested in subbing for Liberty
Common School, please email the operations department.
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, click here to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smartphone or tablet.
Immunizations Deadline. The immunization deadline is approaching and final-notification
letters have been mailed. Take a moment to ensure your school health office has your
child's most recent immunization record and/or immunization exemption. If you are unsure,
please check in with your school health technician: Tiffany Burgess (LCHS), Marnie
Dame (Aristotle), or Carrie Voggesser (Plato).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 187. Respect for Rights of Others. Keep
your wraps in your locker. Do not leave money or
valuables where they may tempt someone. Take your
own boots, umbrella, books; and be sure you do not
have those that belong to someone else."

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 17 Nov 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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