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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Claude Elwood Shannon Week at LCS
Claude Elwood Shannon is considered the founding father
of the electronic-communication age whose work ushered in
the Digital Revolution. He was an American mathematical
engineer and cryptographer whose work on technical and
engineering problems within the communications industry
laid the groundwork for telecommunications. Shannon’s
M.I.T. master’s thesis has been called the “most important
of the 20th century;” it was the first to use the “0’s” (zeros)
and “1’s” (ones) that make up the basis of modern computer
coding.

Headmaster's Message
SEMPER AD MELIORA
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s students are imbued with an ethos of ongoing
improvement. We always strive to become
better. Becoming the best in public education is never
beyond our scope of ambition. As such, being oriented
“Always Toward Better Things” animates the perfect motto
for our 25th school year.

All children should aspire to be better students. Over time,
this attitude is suffused by teachers who aim to be the best
at their craft, by a support staff that drives for precision,
and by administrators who believe perfection in certain
things can and should be pursued.
Any time Liberty Common School is recognized as best-inclass, we definitely brag about it, for, as a charter-public
school, Liberty exists in a marketplace of competitive
academic professionals intent upon outdoing one another
in serving families. We should absolutely be proud of our
students’ successes and the collective triumphs of the
whole school.
I, for example, am particularly proud that it is LCHS
students who came up with this year’s decorous motto
“SEMPER AD MELIORA.” We are, nonetheless, mindful
of the timeless portent that every one who exalts himself
will be humbled.
Accordingly, the school does not seek things too
sublime. It does not search into things beyond our
strength.
These divine matters, by nature, are exactly suited for
the family, the Church, the Synagogue, and other central institutions properly ordained to guide
children in faith and formation. In aspiring always toward better things, we must be careful to
conduct our affairs with humility.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Tue 30 Aug 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night (Aristotle Campus)
Mon 5 Sep 2022 | Labor Day—No School
Wed 7 Sep - Fri 9 Sep 2022 | Eco Week (6th Grade)
Sat 10 Sep 2022 | 7:30AM | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | LCS Plato Campus to LCHS
Mon 12 Sep 2022 | 5:00–8:00PM | Liberty Common School Night @ The Exchange
Mon 19 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCS (Plato Campus)
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | 5:30PM | Fall Festival
Mon 26 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCHS Great Hall
Mon 26 Sep - Mon 10 Oct 2022 | October Student Count
Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCHS Acropolis
Fri 30 Sep 2022 | Individual-Student-Photo Day
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Now That’s a Motto! With transcendent eloquence,
Liberty’s student leaders–our high-school School Captains–
proposed this year’s all-school motto as follows:
Dear Liberty Common faculty and staff,
As School Captains for the 2022–2023 school year, we are
excited to announce Liberty Common School's motto:
"Semper Ad Meliora."
The motto "Always Toward Better Things" is a
representation of our tenacious and hard-working senior

class. The Class of 2023 has taken initiative over the last
years to make our high-school experience the best we can. We strive to go into each battle we
face with a strong and courageous spirit. The Class of 2023 not only strongly believes in this
motto, but also challenges Liberty Common as a whole to practice this motto every day.
After 25 years in the works, Liberty Common School's successful and striving system has the
opportunity to expand this year. With this achievement will come many challenges. The school
will have to take the initiative to overcome these obstacles for a successful expansion. We will
take this opportunity and capitalize on it as we bring hundreds of new students into our
school. We must demonstrate prudence and temperance as we raise new students of virtue and
character at the new campus. Right now, 25 years after our inception, it is more important than
ever to remember our founding principles and to continue toward better things for Liberty
Common.
Thank you for all you do toward the development and sustainability of our school and we are so
excited to lead the student body this year. Please share this announcement with all relevant
faculty, support staff, and others in your departments.
B. Spencer Lynch and Grace Williams
School Captains 2022-2023

Strategic Plan. The Liberty Common School Board of
Directors adopted a new strategic plan that looks toward
the next five years of the institution’s future. This document
serves as a blueprint for success and outlines the
intentionality the school will bring to its mission.

We’re On Instagram. Liberty Common School is on
Instagram. Follow us at @libertycommonschool. The
student-life page has now been changed
to @libertycommonstudents.

Openings For Enrollment. There are still openings for enrollment at Liberty Common School for
the 2022–2023 academic year. If you know a family that may be interested in attending Liberty,
please encourage them to reach out to staff or attend an upcoming Public-Information
Night. We are currently accepting lottery submissions for all grades.

LCS (Plato Campus) News
Art-Room Volunteers Needed in K–2nd Grade . Please utilize Sign-Up Genius to select a
time.

Orchestra Club. LCS (Plato Campus) will be hosting Orchestra Club on Wednesdays in the
choir room from 7:10–7:45AM. Orchestra Club is for 5th- and 6th-grade students who are in
private violin, viola, cello, or bass lessons. The first rehearsal will be Wed 7 Sep 2022. If you
have any questions or concerns please email Mrs. Kartchner.

Lunch Information. Hot-lunch service begins Tue 6 Sep 2022. Please continue to send a cold
lunch with your child until this date. If you are interested in utilizing the Wholesome FoodServices Lunch Program, please register online. If you are in need of assistance with providing
lunch for your child, please contact your school-administration office to discuss options that might
be available to you.

Weekly Feature
Welcome Back
By: Torgun Lovely, Casey Churchill, and Sandy Stolzfus

Dear LCS Community,
Welcome to the 2022–2023 school year; it is off to a great start
already. This past Monday, the hallways were teeming with
enthusiastic scholars, overflowing with joyous anticipation of
the next leg in their academic journeys. It was truly an electric
atmosphere and has helped fuel a marvelous first week of
classes.
The elation felt by the student body was affirming for the
faculty, staff, and student leaders, who feverishly prepared over
the summer to make this school year the best year in the
history of LCHS. Many were in and out of the building working on training programs, curriculum
development, summer courses, room arrangements, special events, new-student orientations,
and other projects to get ready to hit the ground running.
Last week’s Torch Trek set the stage for a remarkable
start and set the bar high for future Treks. Senior School
Captains, Grace Williams and Spencer Lynch, made
heroic efforts over the summer to plan a magnificent
celebration, highlighting our 25th anniversary and the
result was breathtaking. The iconic hike, the inspirational
guest speaker, the meaningful ceremony, the vibrant
music, the food trucks, the laser-tag arena, the climbing
wall, the dunk tank (not my favorite), and the many other
aspects of the evening all went off without a hitch thanks
to their expert leadership. It was truly a Torch Trek for
the ages.
Speaking of our seniors—Congratulations to Liberty’s Class of 2023 upon achieving a solid SAT
mean score of 1248, which ranks #4 across more than 600 high-school entities in Colorado, and
is #1 in PSD. Earning college-readiness test scores that consistently place our seniors at the top
in the state is a sustained historic trend and a huge distinction that opens college doors for all of
Liberty’s students.
The mighty Class of 2023 is setting the tone for the
entire high school and junior high. They’ve come up
with a class motto intended to inspire all students,
staff, and parents alike: SEMPER AD
MELIORA—“Always Toward Better Things.” In their
proposal to Headmaster Schaffer, the School

Captains wrote, “The motto conveys that we are not
done yet after 25 years and that we are always still
striving toward better things.” Our student leaders
are amazing and have already posted these words in
every classroom and throughout the school.

We have a few new instructors and big plans for the year, on
which we will elaborate in this same spot in subsequent
newsletters. But for today, the big news is all about our
fabulous students returning to school for another year of hard
work and academic success. Oh, they’ll have a ton of fun, too.
Many great feats will be accomplished this year, but the
greatest and most profound of all of them will be the progress
made in each scholar's educational journey. Our faculty and
staff members are fully aligned with the academic vision,
mission, and philosophy of the school, standing ready to help
students understand and be inclined toward beauty, truth,
goodness, and perfection.
Thank you for choosing to educate your kids at Liberty Common School and for supporting this
thriving and dynamic revolution in public education. The entire staff and I are blessed and
honored by your trust, your confidence, your partnership, and most of all, by your children.
All the Best,
Torgun Lovely, Principal
Liberty Common High School

How About a High Five?
Students at Liberty have been receiving the best education
since the inception of our school, 25 years ago. 1997 marked
the start of an educational revolution led by Dr. Randy and Ruth
Ann Everett. This revolution proved to be one of the most
beneficial things our community has seen in years. The
Everetts, along with a small group of dedicated families,
proposed the following alternative to PSD schools:
Attendance by parental choice
Core curriculum of specific content knowledge
Solid, content-driven skill instruction
Teach values of a democratic society
School-based management
Liberty’s popularity has grown over the years due to the operational premise that it is the parent’s
right and responsibility to direct the education and upbringing of their children. Parents in our
community are quickly realizing that they play a crucial role in educating their children. The
individual (or family in this case) is powerful, important, and should be free to make decisions on
school choice for their children.
Liberty has been growing and expanding ever since the
inception of our school. Poudre School District allowed our
founding parents to open Washington Core Knowledge
School in 1993. There were approximately 125
students. With a large lottery list of interested families, we

outgrew that building and moved to the old Fort Collins
High School in 1995. We eventually outgrew this building
and moved to Sharp Point Drive in 1997. In 2001, we
encouraged families that could not get into the Plato
campus to start their own school and Ridgeview Classical
thereby was born.
In 2010, the district restructured grade levels at the
elementary, middle, and high-school levels, forcing Liberty
to rethink our own educational offerings. We opened
Liberty Common High School as well as expanded the
elementary by adding one more class per grade level. Today, 25 years later, we expanded a 5th
time by opening the Aristotle campus.
Our success is clear, as noted by our growth over the
years. When families have buy-in to our educational
philosophy and take educating their children into their
own hands, our school thrives. The demand for a highquality, content-driven education is on the rise. Families
are quickly realizing the benefits of choice in education in
our communities. Our families value a classicallyoriented curriculum that focuses on rich content. Our
students leave Liberty well-read and smart. I am honored
and excited to lead the Aristotle Campus expansion. It
has been an exciting summer watching the school come
together.
I am thankful for all the help and leadership from our parent community as well as staff here at
Liberty. The school could not have opened without the countless hours put in by volunteers and
staff over the summer. I am grateful to be surrounded by such hardworking and dedicated people.
I look forward to the coming year meeting new Liberty families and providing the best education
to our students. We have a lot of work ahead of us, but I am confident in our solid curriculum and
professional, content-expert instructors. We will do everything in our power to provide Liberty
students with the best education possible.
I am excited to see the progress your child will make now that they are part of the Liberty
family. Thank you for joining us on this educational journey. We look forward to working alongside
you and your child this year.
Welcome to the Aristotle campus,
Casey Churchill, Principal
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)

Dear Liberty Common School Friends and Families,
The Plato-Campus staff and I are thrilled to welcome
everyone back for another fabulous school year at Liberty
Common.
The elementary-school expansion has allowed us to open
our arms wide and welcome many new students, parents,
teachers, and staff members into our community. After 25
years, the revolution in education started
by Randy and Ruth Ann Everett continues, and we’re
thrilled to have you join us on this beautiful journey.
The past five months have been a whirlwind of activity –
hiring and onboarding new teachers, enrolling eager
families, and opening a new campus. It was well worth it.
I want to take this opportunity to extend my great admiration

and appreciation to our veteran-staff members who are
pioneering the new Aristotle Campus. Mr. Churchill, Mrs.
Ronen, Mrs. Kleen, Ms. Pedersen, Mrs. Wood, Mr.
Ronen, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Elder, and Mrs. Wadsworth, we
are so proud of each one of you.
The new teachers and staff members at both elementary
campuses are spectacular professionals. We are one
elementary school, two campuses, united around a single
enduring mission, “…to provide excellence and fairness in
education for school children through a common foundation by successfully teaching a contextual
body of organized knowledge, the skills of learning including the Thinking Framework, and the
values of a democratic society…”
Once again, the annual Ice-Cream Social was a wonderful
kick-off event, as eager young scholars and enthusiastic
parents came together to reunite, meet their teachers, and
celebrate with some extra-special activities. Although the
new playground equipment was not quite ready to unveil, the
magic of 25th-anniversary cake, ice cream, and inflatable fun
made for an evening to remember.
In this first week of school, the Plato Campus feels electric –
huge smiles, palpable joy, and scholarship mightily underway.
The school’s emphasis on character education and internalizing virtue, central to our mission, is
being expressed through a new campus-wide tradition. Each morning, before we recite the
Pledge of Allegiance, Liberty Common School scholars are singing the definition of our monthly
foundation stone. Enjoy the new respect jingle, composed by LCS music instructor Mrs. Amy
Clemens, and introduced this week by a team of enthusiastic young leaders - Kate Kirby,
Sophia Hersh, Ashlynn Grandprey, Clarke Brown, and Clara Hickman.

As we embark on another remarkable year, I am exceedingly grateful to be on mission with
passionate parents and committed professional teachers and staff. Parents can be assured we
will remain steadfast in our commitment to the universal truth in education, that it is the right and
the responsibility of parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children.
As emphasized at our annual Back-to-School Night, Liberty Common School parents, you can
rest assured your preeminent position of authority, and the values and beliefs you intend to
impart to your children in the home, will not be undermined at Liberty Common School.
Welcome back!
Warmest regards,
Sandy Stoltzfus
Principal, Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)

Athletics
For more information regarding athletics, please visit our
website. Here you will find all athletics information, news,
updates, and more. You can also subscribe to receive
updates in the Eagle Weekly.

All fall sports are now underway at Liberty Common School.
Schedules for all events are on the athletics website and in the online high-school calendar.
Please email us with any questions.

Every Family A Donor
Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your everyday spending
into a catalyst for donations to Liberty Common School. Participate by
signing up for one of the many affiliate programs offered by Amazon,
King Soopers, Box Tops for Education, and Morning Fresh Dairy. When
you participate in these programs and spend money at these retail
outlets, they donate a portion of your purchase back to Liberty. Click on
the affiliate logos to learn more about supporting your school.

Reserved Parking Spaces. Liberty Common High School and Liberty Common School (Plato
Campus) each reserve two premium parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parking-space
auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their generous support of Liberty Common School. If
you are not the “owners” of one of these spaces (they are clearly marked), please refrain from
parking there any time, day or night, through the rest of the school year.

Alumni Update
From Nehal Patel, LCHS ’19, Now Attending Daniels
College of Business
Since graduating from Liberty, I've been studying at the
University of Denver. I'm double majoring in finance and
business information and analytics with a minor in
leadership studies. I also studied abroad in London in
2021, which was an amazing experience. I'm also heavily
involved on campus through many organizations, such as
Women in Business, Delta Sigma Pi (a business fraternity),
DU Clarion (DU's newspaper), Finance Club, Pioneer
Leadership Program, and the South-Asian Student
Association. Because DU is a mid-sized school, I am able to
hold many leadership positions across multiple organizations at once.
The most enjoyable thing about my experience is studying abroad. Studying abroad has allowed
me to experience different cultures and engage in conversations with people who I'd never be
able to without studying abroad. Studying abroad is such a unique experience, and I believe that

everyone who has the chance should do it. One of my favorite classes at DU is called the Reiman
Fund. The Reiman Fund is a student-managed portfolio where around ten students actively
manage part of DU's endowment fund. This past quarter, I was able to pitch a stock to the class,
which we ended up buying, and so far, have been profiting from. This class has enhanced my
passion for finance and for investing, in general. In terms of the future, I'm interning at a real
estate private equity firm this summer. Working in private equity has been a career goal of mine,
so being able to have an internship in private equity really excites me.
I am still really close with Mrs.Campbell and she has encouraged me so much after graduating.
Since graduating, I think of Mrs. Campbell as a friend and a mentor that I can always rely
on. Mrs. Deitrick and I have always been close, since I was in her order in seventh grade. After
graduating, I have still reached out to Mrs. Campbell and Mrs.Deitrick to write recommendation
letters for me. I would definitely not be in the position I am today without both of them. During my
senior year, I joined FBLA which allowed me to find my passion for business and finance.
One piece of advice I have for current LCS students struggling through school is that you're not
the only one. I'd always be hesitant to ask for help because I thought I was the only one who
didn't understand. If you're struggling in a class, make sure to talk to your teachers and ask for
help, because they're there to support you and are always willing to help.
One final thing I'd like to add is, say yes to any opportunity that presents itself. For me, saying yes
has led to me having six internships, four leadership positions, studying abroad, and so much
more. I've definitely felt overwhelmed at some points, but in the end, it is so worth it. Being able to
say yes to so many experiences and opportunities has allowed me to create my own diverse
experience in college.

Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know of
alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their stories are
important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate them. Alumni should send
updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
Health Forms. All student-medication-authorization forms, immunization exemptions, and
healthcare-action plans need to be updated annually. Health forms are listed on the school's
website. Please contact Mrs. Dybzinski, our school nurse, with questions.

Volunteer in the Library. Mrs. Gowing is looking for help in the library. Please peruse her Sign
Up Genius Form to find a recurring day and time that works for you.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Sat 10 Sep 2022 | 7:30 AM. The annual Liberty-to-Liberty 5K kicks off at
8:00AM at the LCS (Plato Campus). The theme is "Wildlife Stampede." Runners are encouraged
to dress up as their favorite animal. There will be a costume contest for the best outfit. All event
proceeds will go to our beloved alumnus, Ezra Black, who recently relapsed in his battle against
leukemia. Download the registration form here and pay online. Please contact DG House
Dean, Mrs. Karr, with questions.

Night at The Exchange | Mon 12 Sep 2022 | 5:00–
8:00PM. Families are invited to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of our excellent school with a casual evening of
food and fun at The Exchange in Fort Collins. A portion of
all food and beverage purchases will be donated to Liberty
Common School.

Festival of Ideas | Sat 1 Oct 2022 | 8:30AM–
3:00PM | Liberty Common High School | Visit the
Festival of Ideas event page for an event schedule,
list of speakers, and register to attend.

Transportation. Bus service between campuses will begin the first day of school, Mon 22 Aug
2022. Please refer to our Bus-Transportation Information for more information on bus service
times and locations.

Robotics. Application Deadline Mon 29 Aug 2022. Parents of students in grtades 4-6,
please click here to learn more and download the registration form if you are interested in
joining the team.

Free Guitar Lessons. Liberty volunteer, Mrs. Cindy Wehmeyer will be offering free guitar
lessons for students grades 5th-12th. Limited registration will be on a first-come, first-served
basis. Download the registration and information form and contact Mrs. Cindy
Wehmeyer at for additional information.

Chessmates | Begins Fri 9 Sep 2022. All ages are welcome. Click here for dates and
registration information.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook Good Manners by Beth Bailey
McLean: “Rule No. 178. Visiting at the Table. If someone stops
at your table to speak to the boy or girl, the boy rises, placing his
napkin on the table. The girl does not rise unless the person who
stops is a much older woman. One should avoid stopping long at a
table to talk, because you attract attention to the table. One should
not sit down at a table with another couple, unless asked to share
the table with them.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
Mon 22 Aug 2022 | Classes Begin
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2022 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Mon 5 Sep 2022 | Labor Day
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
23-25 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
17 Dec 2022 - 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
13-17 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Acropolis at LCHS
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stolzfus- sstolzfus@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty

Liberty Common High School | 2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Unsubscribe tburgess@libertycommon.org
Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent bymmiller@libertycommon.orgpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

