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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Claude Frédéric Bastiat Week at LCS
Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell was the first female medical
doctor to receive a medical degree in the United States.
She became an advocate for the education of women in
medicine. Blackwell established the New York Infirmary for
Women and Children with her sister Emily in 1857 and
organized the New York Medical College for Women in
1868. Her sister was the third woman in the U.S. to earn a
medical degree. She was also instrumental in the
formation of the U.S. Sanitary Commission in 1861 under
the auspices of President Abraham Lincoln.

Headmaster's Message
Autumnal Equinox
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Summer is officially over. It’s time to stop lying upon
beds of ivory. No more stretching comfortably on
couches.

The autumnal equinox occurred last night (7:04PM to
be exact) marking the planetary transition to the fall for
all of us Northern-Hemisphere dwellers. Time now
turns away from improvising to the music of the harp
and devising our own accompaniment.
Here’s what LCS students either know or will eventually
learn owing to their excellent Latin instructors: The
Latin aequus means equal; and, nox means
night. “Equinox,” aptly occurs when daytime and
nighttime are about equal in length.
If you could project the Earth’s equator and
extend it out into space, the Sun’s center passed
through the equatorial plane just hours ago
resulting in a biennial equinox across our blue
planet. LCS scholars learn about that, too, via
the school’s thrilling science curriculum.
Last night’s astronomical event signals another
school year is in full stride. At this juncture, our
cheerful learning community is in complete,
unbowed pursuit of righteousness, devotion,
faith, love, patience, and gentleness. Bring it on.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Mon 26 Sep–Mon 10 Oct 2022| Student Count
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | 5:30PM | Fall Festival (Plato and Aristotle Campus)
Mon 26 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCS Aristotle Campus |
Agora
Fri 30 Sep 2022 | Individual-Student-Photo Day
Sat 1 Oct 2022 | Festival of Ideas | LCHS Colosseum
Mon 3 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | 5th-, 6th-Grade Alcohol and Drug Education (Plato Campus)
Tue 4 Oct 2022 | 6:30– 7:30PM | Singapore Math Presentation | Speaker: Cassy Turner,
Singapore Math consultant | LCS (Aristotle Campus) All Liberty parents are invited.
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | LCS Talent Show (Plato and Aristotle Campus)
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | First Quarter Ends
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences | No School
Sat 22 Oct 2022 | 7:30AM | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Plato Campus (Rescheduled date)
Sat 22 Oct 2022 | 11:00AM | Key Club Car Wash | LCHS (Rescheduled date)
Mon 24 Oct–Fri 28 Oct 2022 | Bookfair | (Aristotle Campus)
Thu 27 Oct 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCS Aristotle Campus |
Agora
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:
Deputy Mitchell McGuinnis, Larimer County Sheriff, K9 (Aristotle Campus)
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:
John Voehl as Abraham Lincoln (Plato Campus)
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Registration Deadline Today. Deadline to register for
the Festival of Ideas on Sat 1 Oct 2022 is today. This is a
free event, but registration is required to attend.

Help keep FOI free and open to the public and donate
today.

Be In The Know. The new edition of "What Every
Liberty Parent Needs to Know" is now available on
our website. A dedicated group of school founders,
administrators, and parents compiled this collection of
articles providing background on how the school
functions and why. We encourage all parents, new and
old, to read through these foundational
documents. Printed copies of the book are also
available at each campus.

Math For Parents. A new video series, Liberty Common 101, is available on
our YouTube channel. This series is a project of LCS's Parent Education Committee.
Episode 1: Singapore Math is an excellent way to prepare for the upcoming Singapore
Math presentation on Tue 4 Oct 2022 at 6:30 PM at the Aristotle campus. Take this
opportunity to engage in your child’s education and learn more about how Singapore Math
is setting your student up for success.

LCS Art Instructor Featured. Popular public speaker
and arts-education advocate, Carol Reynolds
highlighted an article by LCHS instructor Mrs. Salazar
after being inspired by her passionate dedication to the
arts and classical education. Read more on Professor
Carol’s blog.

Ongoing Security Planning. Members of the LCS Security Team held one of their
regular training sessions last week, and profited from guidance furnished by Larimer
County Sheriff Deputy Robert Cook, pictured nearby. The team collaborated on table-

top exercises, reviewed campus-by-campus school-security strategies, and discussed best
practices to both prevent and respond to common safety threats. The school’s ongoing
partnership with Sheriff Justin Smith and his colleagues at the Larimer County Sheriff's
Department is a key tactic in the school’s k-12 strategy toward maintaining a safe, secure
learning society.

STEM 4 Kids. Join CSU Engineering every other
Thursday for a free after-school program for middleschool girls (grades 6-8) from 4:00-6:30PM at Colorado
State University. Events are held at the CSU Scott
Bioengineering Building, Room 229. The first session on Thu 29 Sep 2022 will explore
bottle rockets and cartesian divers!! Register online.

Flashback Friday. Liberty's first ribbon-cutting
ceremony at Sharp Point Drive was delayed until the
1997-98 school year was well underway. Fort
Collins Mayor Ann Azari, faculty, parents, and
children crowded together on the snow-covered lawn
as the American Flag was raised by Liberty Boy
Scouts. Founding parent/U.S. Congressman Bob
Schaffer and PSD School Board Member Steve
Fobes did the honors of cutting the large red ribbon,
and founder Dr. Randy Everett delivered heartfelt remarks. New employee and
founder, Mrs. Sally Hutchinson was there, too.
Last month, Headmaster Bob Schaffer, Dr. Randy
Everett (both sporting a little less hair) were joined by
founding parent Sally Hutchinson and Principal Casey
Churchill to cut a ribbon commemorating the opening
of Liberty's new Aristotle campus and the 25th
anniversary of Liberty Common School. Mrs.
Hutchinson was Liberty's first administrative assistant the only employee in the front office at that time.
And where was our beloved Principal Churchill around
1997? This flashback wouldn't be complete without this
gem.

LCS News
Fall Festival. Join us at the Fall Festival
tonight from 5:30–7:30PM at both the Plato and
Aristotle campuses. Cost to attend is $10
general admission (adults attend for free), $3
face painting, and $4 Panino’s pizza and a
drink. Last-minute volunteers are still welcome!

Volunteer Sign-Up (Plato Campus)
Volunteer Sign-Up (Aristotle Campus)

Say Cheese. Individual picture day is Fri 30 Sep 2022. This is a free-dress day for
students. Order forms will be sent home with your student. Be sure to check your student's
backpack or Monday folder. You may also print an order form or order online. (Click on
“pre-order fall school portraits” and have your credit card ready. Access Code:
LCEL2022.)
Plato campus order form
Aristotle campus order form
Turn in order forms to your student's teacher. If your child forgets his or her order form, a
photographer will still take your child's picture and accept orders through Wed 5 Oct 2022.

Aristotle Campus News
Let's Read. The Liberty Common School Scholastic Bookfair runs from Mon 24 Oct–Fri
28 Oct 2022 at the Aristole campus. Family Night will be Tue 25 Oct 2022 from 6:00–
8:00PM. Come shop, play games, and win prizes. If you're interested in volunteering,
please email Mrs. Gowing. A link to her SignUp Genius page will be in next week's Liberty
Common Sense.

Plato Campus News
Alcohol-and-Drug-Awareness Night. Partners Prevention Education Programming
will be leading an interactive session for students and their parents called “Understanding
Our Brain, Our Habits, and Our Choices." During our time together, we will learn about
brain development and healthy decision making. This one-hour session will encourage
students to understand how habits form and to think about ways to live substance
free. Students must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Wholesome Food Services Account Update. If you have not updated your student’s
Wholesome Food Services account information for this school year, please take a few
minutes and make sure the “Grade Level” and “Teacher” is correct. Many of the lunches
are showing up in the wrong grade level.

Student-Council Representatives.
Congratulations to the 2022–2023
representatives. Be sure to offer your
congratulations when you see a representative
in the hallways.
5th grade:
Annabella Mondragon and Lizette
Dornfeld (Mrs. Hersh)

Oliver Ellis and Noelle Kerlin (Mrs.
Cardenas)
McKinley Zielke and Mira Herman
(Mrs. Hickman)
6th grade
Conner Jackson and Allie Smith (Mrs.
Brennan)
Jackson Fritzler and Mai-Khoi Tran
(Mrs. Jurgen)
Cash Kottwitz and Blake Stahl (Mr.
Huey)

Athletics
Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-todate information on lceagles.com.

Accomplishments ON THE Court. LCHS sophomore, Austin Wallick, is competing for
the Fort Collins High School tennis team as its "No. 2 Single." This title means he is the
second-best player and will be competing for vital team points throughout the season. This
is quite an accomplishment, especially for a sophomore competing for a 5A program. Nice
work, Austin!

Weekly Feature
The Marvelous Light
By: Jenna Allen, Assistant Principal Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)

Before becoming an assistant principal—and before
teaching sixth grade—I was a second-grade instructor
for nine years. Each year, I would begin my daily readalouds with a book by Kate DiCamillo titled, The Tale
of Despereaux.
In this delightful tale of a mouse who loved words, and
a bright-faced princess named Pea, there was also a
rat. This rat had an unusual hunger for light—the
warmth, the radiance—the opposite of the dark
dungeon where he lived.

As I read this enlightening tale every year, I came to the
rat’s name—Chiaroscuro—until one year I saw this rat’s
name at the top of a bulletin board in our art hallway with
student artwork beneath it. Perplexed—in my own
dungeon of darkness—I sought illumination from our art
instructor, Erin Grandprey, who kindly dispelled my
incorrect pronunciation of this name with a brief art
lesson.
Chiaroscuro, the rat’s name, is an artistic technique using
the contrast of light and dark. Chiaro—literally means

clear or light, and scuro—means obscured or dark.
The light bulb turned on in my own mind, and I began to
further ponder the brilliance of this technique and its
potential parallels to what we do at Liberty as we
endeavor to educate our students. Every day, through
our rich curriculum in history, our study of scientists and
their contributions to society, and our character
education, we cast a broad light hoping to dispel the
darkness in the farthest corners of our classrooms and in
the minds of our students.

As I investigated this technique further, I learned that an Italian artist named Caravaggio
sought to bring greater contrast to his work by using a single light source—providing the
maximum contrast of light and dark in his subjects. This brings me to my beam of
encouragement aimed at you parents:
We, as educators, are only able to broadly diffuse the light of knowledge to the many
students in our charge. You, as parents, are able to shine the focused rays of a spotlight
of enlightenment through your daily conversations in car rides or dinner discussions—
highlighting their learning from the day and beholding the beauty of that learning. Perhaps,
you can reflect that small glimmer of blooming understanding back to your child in a way
only you can as a parent, or even pull the curtains wide on your own window of
understanding and sharing your insights with your child.
I know, as a parent, I also learned a great deal from my children as I sought to delve into
their day to discover what they were learning. You will have often heard our universal truth
—“It is the parents’ right and responsibility to direct the education and upbringing of their
child.” I would like to add that it can also be your joy and delight to shine a spotlight into
this great journey of their education—to draw out and partake with them the beauty of
their enlightenment.
The rat from this story, Chiaroscuro, upon encountering a bright light in the darkest of his
darkness has a final thought to share with us, “From that moment forward, Roscuro
showed an abnormal, inordinate interest in illumination of all sorts. He was always, in the
darkness of the dungeon, on the lookout for light, the smallest glimmer, the tiniest
shimmer. His rat soul longed inexplicably for it; he began to think that light was the only
thing that gave life meaning, and he despaired that there was so little of it to be had.”
As a community, we all have the amazing privilege and responsibility of shining this light.

Every Family A Donor
Grandparents Day Sponsorships Available. We
invite your business to support Grandparents Day—a
wonderful event held annually in November. This
marketing opportunity provides wide visibility for your
company to our more than 700 attendees—school
grandparents, active community leaders, and top-notch
educators. Various sponsorship levels are available, all
of which will recognize your business as a generous
supporter of our excellent school. For more information,
contact Brett Harkey, or Purchase a Sponsorship
today.

Alumni Update

From Zach Stone, former LCS Instructor
Good afternoon y'all!
I know it's been some time since I left Colorado and
Liberty Common School for Atlanta, but I wanted to
give you guys a little (8lb 4oz) life update. Last night at
8:59pm, my wife Taegan gave birth to our first child,
Winifred Rae Stone! Both mom and baby are doing
great!
Not a day goes by that I don't think about the training,
help, and teaching wisdom that I learned from you all in
my first year teaching. I could not have had a better experience teaching sixth graders at
Liberty Common School. I frequently check in via the Common Sense newsletter. I am
incredibly grateful to you all, and I am, in many ways, indebted to you as I have
implemented and helped create many procedures here in Atlanta based on the things you
all taught me. I hope our paths cross again soon!

Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
Website Survey—Win Big. Liberty Common School is
looking for your help in creating a better user experience
on our website. Fill out a short survey and be entered into
a drawing to win a $50 Amazon gift card.

Immunizations Deadline. The immunization deadline is approaching and final notification
letters will be sent soon. Take a moment to ensure your school health office has your
child's most recent immunization record and/or immunization exemption. If you are unsure,
please check in with your school health technician: Tiffany Burgess (LCHS), Marnie
Dame (Aristotle), or Carrie Voggesser (Plato).

Winter Cotillion. The Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing up its winter program for students in
grades 4–8. Registration opens Fri 23 Sep 2022 at 10:00AM. Schedules and registration
information are available on the JDW Cotillion website.

Yearbook, Yearbook, Read All About It. The
yearbook-ordering link has been fixed. Liberty
families have one more week to order 20222023 school yearbooks. Yearbooks are $25—
the lowest price of the year.
Order the Aristotle campus yearbook
Order the Plato campus yearbook

Liberty’s Got Talent. The annual Liberty Talent Show
will be held on Fri 14 Oct 2022 at 6:30PM at both Plato
and Aristotle campuses. Auditions will be held Mon 3
Oct and Tue 4 Oct after school. Auditions are open to
every grade level. The sign-up sheet will be posted
during the last week of September. Email Amy
Clemens (Plato campus) or Nancy Hoyer (Aristotle
campus) with questions.
Talent Show Flyer (Aristotle campus)

Grandparents Day Invitations. Grandparents Day will be
held on Tue 22 Nov 2022. The day begins at the elementary
campuses with breakfast and student performances,
followed by classroom visits. The high-school campus
honors grandparents with an afternoon program,
performances, and classroom visits. If you would like to
receive an invitation to this year's event, please fill out
the online form. Grandparents may fill this form out
themselves or a parent/student may complete this form on
their behalf. Deadline for submitting mailing addresses is Fri
7 Oct 2022.
Volunteers from each campus are still needed to serve on the planning committee. If you
are interested in helping plan this event, email Kallie Cooper.

2022–2023 Online Registration. Please complete your student's annual online
registration for the 2022-2023 school year. All families must complete this process, even if
your students have recently enrolled, to ensure our teachers and staff have updated
information and agreement forms. Contact Mrs. McCormick with any questions.

Student Count. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the number of
students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school Mon 26 Sep–Mon
10 Oct 2022 so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact the front office for
an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on the days leading up to and
following October 3 cannot be overstated.

Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11–18 are invited to compete
within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely identified with an
American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to $5,000. Contest
information is available online.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 182. Punctuality, Neatness. Be prompt in
attendance at classes. Go to your desk, and arrange things
in order for work. It is a good business habit to be ready on
time. Be orderly and tidy in the care of your desk, your
books, and in the disposal of waste paper.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Acropolis at LCHS
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stolzfus- sstolzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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