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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Roger Sherman Week at LCS
Roger Sherman was a Connecticut statesman, who
signed the Continental Association, the Articles of
Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and
the U.S. Constitution. He served in the Continental
Congress and both houses of the U.S. Congress. He
wrote, “Sad will be the day when the American people
forget their traditions and their history, and no longer
remember that the country they love, the institutions
they cherish, and the freedom they hope to preserve,
were born from the throes of armed resistance to
tyranny, and nursed in the rugged arms of fearless
men.”

Headmaster's Message
Blessings Beyond Price
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Joyful Liberty students approach the national
Thanksgiving Holiday with much for which the school
holds gratitude our determined, parent-led charter

institution – a revolution in education – has now positively
impacted the lives of tens of thousands of students, entire
households, and the broader community.
I’m especially grateful for Liberty’s 25th Anniversary. A
stunning milepost, it signals a beautiful learning sodality
built as a city with compact unity.
On Tuesday, we will launch ourselves into the
Thanksgiving break by celebrating the essential role
grandparents play in the education and upbringing of their
children – and grandchildren. A quarter-century since
founding the school, a swelling cohort of early LCS parents are now returning as
grandparents of young LCS scholars.
For those students whose grandparents cannot be
on hand for Grandparents Day, the school day will
absolutely be one of meaningful intergenerational
engagement for all. No grandparent should
underestimate the indispensable effect they have
in the educational process.
Grandchildren are blessings beyond price
(Maureen and I now have eight of them!). Here
they are, our bone and our flesh – messengers we
send into a distant time.
There are still many needs for volunteers and supply support for Tuesday’s Grandparents
Day event. Please see elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for instructions on
how to help.
LCS’s Grandparents Day and the proceeding Thanksgiving traditions will surely add happy
chapters to many families’ stories. I can’t wait to hear about precious holiday lessons
learned from home upon students returning the following week. In the meantime, enjoy a
blessed Thanksgiving, everyone.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Fri 18 Nov 2022 | Kindergarten Sibling-List Submission Deadline
Sat 19 Nov 2022 | Family-Fall Harvest | 5:00–7:00 PM | LCHS Great Hall
Mon 21 Nov 2022 | Half-Day-Kindergarten Grandparents Day | 8:15–10:45AM | Plato
Campus
Tue 22 Nov 2022 | Grandparents Day | 9:00AM | 12:30PM at LCHS
Wed 23 Nov–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Mon 28 Nov 2022 | Self-Control Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and
Aristotle Campuses
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Aristotle Campus
Wed 30 Nov 2022 | 5th-Grade-Parent Roundtable | 6:30PM | Plato Campus Connie Behr
Memorial Library
Thu 1 Dec 2022 | 6th-Grade-Parent Night | 6:30–7:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Plato Campus
Mon 5 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | LCHS
Tue 6 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | 6th- and 8th-Grade Intent-to-Return Letters Due
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Plato Campus
Thu 8 Dec 2022 | Kindergarten-Lottery Draw Begins
Fri 9 Dec 2022 | JH Musical-Theater Production | 7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Sat 10 Dec 2022 | JH Musical-Theater Production | 2:00 & 7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | Cooperation Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and
Aristotle Campuses
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | 5th-Grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato Campus

Mon 12 Dec 2022 | 6th-Grade Concert Combined with LCHS Holiday Choral Concert |
6:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | LCHS Lottery-Exempt Enrollment Begins
Thu 15 Dec 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 16 Dec 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 16 Dec 2022 | First-Quarter Ends
Mon 19 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Winter Break—No School
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Family Fall Harvest. Liberty families are invited to
celebrateautumn with a meal of Thanksgiving this Sat 19
Nov 2022 from 5:00–7:00PM in the LCHS Great Hall. The
school will provide pulled chicken and pork from Hog Wild
BBQ (a vegetarian option will be provided).

Grandparents Day. LCS is excited to host your
grandparents on Tue 22 Nov 2022. We still have
donation needs to make this a special day for all in
attendance. Please thoughtfully consider donating food
items to help support this event. To view the invitation
or to donate items, click here and select your campus.
As a reminder, this event is for grandparents only.
Registration is not required to attend.

Hearing, Vision Screening. Screenings begin the week after Thanksgiving. If your child
has been prescribed glasses or contacts, please ensure your child brings them to school
on her/his screening day.
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Aristotle Campus
Thu 1 Dec 2022 | LCHS
Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Plato Campus
Parent Afternoon Out. The National Honor Society is hosting “Parent's Afternoon Out” on
Sat 3 Dec 2022 from 1:00-4:00 PM in the LCHS Great Hall. Drop off your kids ages pottytrained through 10 years and enjoy an afternoon of free babysitting. We will have games,
winter-themed crafts, story-time, snacks, and more. Please RSVP here to secure your
spot.
Enrollment for 2023-2024. Help us spread the word about important upcoming dates to
families interested in enrolling their children at LCS. Additional information can be found on
our enrollment page.
Thu 8 Dec 2022 | Kindergarten-Lottery Draw Begins
Wed 11 Jan 2023 | LCHS-Lottery Draw Begins
Wed 1 Feb 2023 | All-School-Lottery Draw Begins
Students whose parents have attended a Public-Information Night receive preference in
the lottery. Invite them to join us at an upcoming event:

Mon 5 Dec 2022 | 6:30PM | Liberty Common High School
Tue 6 Dec 2022 | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | 6:30PM | Plato Campus
JH Theatre Performance. Come on down to Fat Sam's
Grand Slam located at the LCS Plato Campus for a night
of music, dancing, laughter, and dessert! The Junior-High
Musical Theater Troupe is pleased to present "Bugsy
Malone" on Fri 9 Dec at 7:00PM and Sat 10 Dec 2022 at
2:00PM and 7:00PM. Tickets range from $8 for students
and faculty to $20 for premium seating.

Internet-Safety Seminar. Officer Ehrich Weis will present “Footsteps in a Digital World,”
an educated view on social media, on Wed 25 Jan 2023 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall. He will discuss common social-media applications students use and how to ensure
safe practices for young adults. The presentation will utilize case studies from School
Resource Officers with first-hand experience dealing with safety concerns for students
utilizing social media.
Liberty Lecture. Mark your calendars for the next Liberty
Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy” on Mon 23
Jan 2023, featuring guest speaker Dr. Joel Penning. In
the late Middle Ages, the city-states of Italy witnessed the
rebirth of an ancient form of government: The republic. Dr.
Penning will consider the conditions which led Italian cities
to adopt republican governments, how their republican
experiments managed to overcome the threat of warfare
and social division, and why they ultimately fell.

Robotics-Tournament Success. Last Saturday, four LCS teams competed at Northern
Colorado FLL Robotics tournaments. Three Liberty teams competed at the Poudre High
School tournament and one team traveled to the new Broomfield tournament. All four
teams built a Lego robot that performed autonomous missions for 2 minutes 30 seconds,
designed a project that improved energy usage, and displayed the famous LCS foundation
stones throughout the day. Two teams brought home trophies and one team is advancing
to the state tournament. Team Rocket received the Judges Award for “Best Rookie Team.”
Team Robot Rebels won the second-place Champions Award and will be advancing to the
state competition on Sat 10 Dec 2022 in Denver, CO. Congratulations to all teams! We are
very proud of your efforts and positive representation in the community. Check out our
Facebook and Instagram pages for more photos and video of the teams in action.

Flashback Friday. Liberty Common School has been a “family affair” for the Hanawalts
for more than 20 years. Mrs. Bev Hanawalt joined the Liberty team in 2001 as an office
assistant. Today she serves as our Director of Operations. Her children Garrett (featured
in last week’s Liberty Common Sense) and Paige are Liberty alumni, and granddaughter
Saraii is a 1st grader at Liberty. Today, Paige is better known as school librarian, Mrs.
Gowing.

LCS News
Love and Logic Class. Liberty Common School will
host a three-session Love and Logic class with Dr.
Jason Clarke on Mon 23 Jan, Thu 26 Jan, and Mon
30 Jan 2022 from 6:30-7:45 PM at the Aristotle
Campus. This class will teach parents the time-tested
approach to parenting by learning strategies for
character building and positive behavior. The cost to
attend is $10/family before Sat 14 Jan 2022 and
$20/family after the 14th. Please email
coloradoparentingsolutions@gmail.com to reserve
your spot.

Plato-Campus News
Intent-to-Return for Parents of 6th Graders. Check your email and postal mail in the
next couple of weeks for an intent-to-return letter. This form communicates your 6th-grade
student will be returning for junior-high school at LCHS for the 2023-2024 academic year.
Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need to complete the intent-to-return
form in order to claim a spot in the 7th-grade class. The deadline is Wed 7 Dec 2022, but
it would be helpful to have that information sooner if possible. An electronic copy of the
form can be found here. Email Dr. Robert Robinson with any questions.
The Gift of Music. The 6th-grade band was
invited by the Salvation Army to play last
weekend at the Red Kettle Kick-Off ceremony,
which marks the start of the Salvation Army’s
Christmas fundraising campaign. The band was
honored to help its community by offering the gift
of music. The band did a beautiful job and had
the pleasure of listening to the Salvation Army
band perform.

Little Dribblers. Our annual Little Dribblers
basketball program for first- and second-grade
Liberty Common School Eagles is underway. This
fun-filled developmental program, under the
leadership of Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Reeves, provides
young scholars with the opportunity to develop
foundational basketball skills and sportsmanship.
Go Eagles!

Athletics
Eagle Tip-Off. As a celebration of the start of the
winter-sports season, we are joining Heritage Christian
Academy to host the Eagles Opening Day Tip-Off.
Each year this will consist of four games at one site,
free entry for students from both schools, discounted
public tickets, and food. The inaugural event will take
place on Thu 1 Dec 2022, at Heritage Christian. We
hope to see you there.

Winter Athletics. All winter sports competitions will begin after the Thanksgiving break.
All events are up-to-date on lceagles.com. Tickets and basketball season passes are
available for purchase under the “tickets” tab. Please come out and support your Eagles!
Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
How Did We Get Here?
Part Three of a Five-Part Series
Liberty Common School has a unique history important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders persevered to make
our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best schools in Colorado.
"How Did We Get Here?" is written by Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Mrs. Michelle
Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of
detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. We
hope that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts of our founders to get
where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we have the top
elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. We hope that you feel
the same.

The History of Liberty Common School
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founding Parent
It was June of 1996. Advocates for the Core Knowledge Charter School had come up
short after being legally out-maneuvered by the school district. The parents faced a
$5,000 debt for legal filings and newsletters to its growing list of supporters.
The unsinkable charter group wasted no time mobilizing its next charter effort. It “passed
the hat” yet again, this time requesting additional donations to hire a lawyer of its own.
The parents contacted local attorney Mr. Mike Maxwell to assist in rewriting and
negotiating their charter. Maxwell was immediately captivated by the critical nature of the
school choice movement. He and his partners donated their time and expertise to the
cause.
The name of the new school would be Liberty Common. Why? At a common school,

students of all ages and socio-economic backgrounds could obtain a common
education. But, why Liberty? Liberty stood for parents who would now have educational
choice. Liberty stood for teachers who would no longer have to work in a broken system.
And most importantly, Liberty would symbolize the true freedom that can only be achieved
when a student possesses an educated mind.
On October 1, 1996, the charter application for Liberty Common School was submitted to
PSD, along with a file drawer of supporting documents, reports, and studies. The new
charter provided in-depth rationale for each aspect of the school the parents deemed nonnegotiable. Still, negotiations dragged on for months. Finally, PSD approved the charter,
and a five-year contract was signed on February 24, 1997. Now, the real work would
begin.
The charter group scrambled to simultaneously find a building and hire staff. Teams of
parents conducted interviews at the offices of Dr. Randy Everett’s urology practice.
(Applicants were quite relieved to learn physical exams were not part of the drill).
Although there was still no school building, one courageous administrator, Dr. Kathryn
Knox, took a gamble and signed on as Liberty’s first headmaster. She quickly melded with
the team and donated dozens of hours interviewing potential teachers.
A powerhouse staff with a pioneering spirit was assembled, including Dave Lunn, Cherie
Pedersen, and Jeff Siener, who are all still cornerstones of Liberty today. The late
Connie Behr, our former elementary school librarian, was also actively involved.
Teachers joined forces with parents to identify curriculum resources and skills programs to
augment the Core Knowledge Sequence.
Meanwhile, parent Peter Kast, worked fervently to pull
together a suitable building and financing for the new
school. Pursuing multiple deals simultaneously, Peter
never gave up as each financing option ultimately
collapsed. Would anyone lend money to this unknown
entity called a charter school?
It was now summer and fall was fast approaching. A
building was needed immediately if there was to be
sufficient time for renovations. Peter assembled a small
group of investors to purchase the Colgate factory near
the detention center and lease the building to the
charter school. The deal closed in late June.
The facility question was answered, but substantial
reconstruction was necessary to convert the former
toothpaste and mouthwash factory into a school.
Thirteen Liberty families put up personal assets as collateral for the million-dollar
construction loan. It was now July.
Amazingly, due to the support of former PSD Board President David Neenan, his
construction firm, the Neenan Company, completed the massive remodel in less than 60
days.
The concrete floors were bare, and the upstairs remained unfinished. A support column
stood in the middle of the small gym. The performance hall, wood gym, art rooms, and
track were non-existent. But none of that mattered.
In September 1997, a dream became a reality as Liberty Common School opened its
doors to more than four hundred eager young students in kindergarten through seventh
grade. And the rest, as they say, is history.

Every Family a Donor
Grandparents-Day Sponsors. Liberty Common School thanks our Grandparents-Day
sponsors. These businesses helped make our beloved tradition a reality. Thank you!

Alumni Update
Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
Sibling-List-Enrollment Update. Don’t lose your kindergarten-sibling spot for the 20232024 school year. The deadline to enroll is today. If your child is a sibling of a student
currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2023-2024 school
year, please make sure she or he is on the sibling list. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie Russell (Plato-campus Registrar) or
Marnie Dame (Aristotle-campus Registrar) to ensure your student is included. Additional
information regarding enrollment is available online.
5th-Grade-Parents Roundtable. Wed 30 Nov 2022 at 6:30PM | LCS is hosting a
roundtable discussion for parents of 5th-grade students discerning whether LCS’s 6th
grade is the right pathway down the homestretch of the Core Knowledge Sequence. The
informal discussion is a great opportunity to get questions answered before signing the
intent-to-return form. We’ll gather at the Plato Campus Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Please join us.
6th-Grade-Parents Night. Class of 2029 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade-Parents'
Night on Thu 1 Dec 2022 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great Hall.
High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information regarding
the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common Junior High.
This will be an excellent opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on Sat 11 Mar
2023, will be geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day is
forthcoming.
AST Job Opening. Liberty Common Elementary School (Aristotle Campus) is seeking a
special-education paraprofessional for immediate hire. This position will provide tutoring
and organizational help to both students with special-education plans and other students
at risk. The special-education paraprofessional is part of the academic-support-

collaborative team and will report to the Academic Support Team (AST) Coordinator. A full
list of job duties and requirements is contained in the job posting. CLICK HERE for
posting.
Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents are unable to buy gifts for
Christmas. Liberty parent Deb Simer works with Toys for Tots to collect donations from all
over the community. You can donate new, unwrapped toys or books now through Fri 16
Dec 2022. All three campuses will have a Toys for Tots bin located near the front
entrance.
Health Guidance. Students should stay home when sick and follow public-health
guidance on when to return. Specifically for influenza and RSV, remain home from school
until fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications and other
symptoms have improved. Do this even if you have tested negative for COVID-19. More
information can be found here: How Sick is Too Sick and Infectious Disease in School
and Child Care Settings. In addition to the prudent efforts occurring on the home front to
ensure students are well when attending school, the school is increasing daily cleaning
and disinfecting to provide a healthy learning environment.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science"
class of that day:
“Rule No. 190. The Lunchroom. At the school
lunchroom, you show your friends what kind of
table manners you have. Have you not been
surprised to see John eat with his knife, or Alice
leave her spoon in her cup? You do not want to
be misjudged by some similar careless act.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions:
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 15 Dec 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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