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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Claude Frédéric Bastiat Week at LCS
Claude Frédéric Bastiat was a French economist,
legislator, and writer who championed private property,
free markets, and limited government. He is best known
for his work, “The Law.” Perhaps the main underlying
theme of Bastiat's writings is that the free market is
inherently a source of "economic harmony" among
individuals, as long as government is restricted to the
function of protecting the lives, liberties, and property of
citizens from theft or aggression. Taxation for purposes
beyond those core functions was condemned by Bastiat
as “legal plunder.”

Headmaster's Message
Festival of Ideas Builds Trust, Dignity
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s seventh-annual “Festival of Ideas” is coming
up – Sat 1 Oct 2022. Please get this important event on
your calendars. I strenuously urge participation for all

(k-12) Liberty parents, grandparents, faculty, alumni,
fans of the school, and mature students.
There is no cost to participate in the event, but you
must register to attend. This stimulating gathering is
truly world-class, featuring famous thought leaders
such as keynote speaker Dr. Anika Prather, Director
of The Johns Hopkins University Department of
Education’s High-Quality Curriculum and Instruction.

Dr. Prather plans to share practical tips for making
classical learning accessible. Other speakers will lead
vibrant conversations of intellectual curiosity and
brilliance in a variety of disciplines including
mathematics, literature, philosophy, science, art, music,
and history.
In whole, this idea-fest is a profound blessing upon
those who aim to live a quiet and tranquil life in all
devotion and dignity. It is a good and pleasing
endeavor leading attendees closer to knowledge of
truth.
Accordingly, schoolchildren should trust their parents are, as we expect of them,
dedicated to ongoing learning as a leisure-time pursuit. This fosters conviction about
education and avers the timeless aphorism: The person who is trustworthy in very small
matters is also trustworthy in greater ones.
Indeed, the young benefit greatly by observing adults seeking knowledge, discussing
ideas, and deriving pleasure from it. Liberty students are best raised in trust, by vivid
example, knowing their intellectual and moral habits are being purposefully formed.

2022-2023 Important Dates
Mon 19 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCS (Plato Campus)
Mon 19 Sep 2022| 6:30PM |Public-Information Night| LCS (Aristotle Campus)
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 23 Sep 2022 | 5:30PM | Fall Festival (Plato and Aristotle Campus)
Mon 26 Sep 2022 | 6:30PM | Public-Information Night | LCHS Great Hall
Mon 26 Sep–Mon 10 Oct 2022 | Student Count
Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCHS Acropolis
Fri 30 Sep 2022 | Individual-Student-Photo Day
Sat 1 Oct 2022 | Festival of Ideas | LCHS Colosseum
Mon 3 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | 5th-, 6th-Grade Alcohol and Drug Education (Plato Campus)
Tue 4 Oct 2022 | 6:30– 7:30PM | Singapore Math Presentation | Speaker: Cassy Turner,
Singapore Math consultant | LCS (Aristotle Campus) All Liberty parents are invited.
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | 6:30PM | LCS Talent Show (Plato and Aristotle Campus)
Fri 14 Oct 2022 | First Quarter Ends
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences | No School
Sat 22 Oct 2022| 7:30AM | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | Plato Campus (Rescheduled date)
Sat 22 Oct 2022| 11:00AM | Key Club Car Wash | LCHS (Rescheduled date)
Mon 24 Oct–Fri 28 Oct 2022 | Bookfair | (Aristotle Campus)
Thu 29 Oct 2022 | 6:00 PM | Board-of-Directors Meeting | LCHS Acropolis
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:
Deputy Mitchell McGuinnis, Larimer County Sheriff, K9 (Aristotle Campus)
Mon 31 Oct 2022 | 8:15 AM | Responsibility Character Education Assembly | Speaker:

John Voehl as Abraham Lincoln (Plato Campus)
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
Website Survey—Win Big. Liberty Common School is
looking for your help in creating a better user
experience on our website. Fill out a short survey and
be entered into a drawing to win a $50 Amazon gift
card.

Immunizations Deadline. The immunization deadline is approaching and final notification
letters will be sent soon. Take a moment to ensure your school health office has your
child's most recent immunization record and/or immunization exemption. If you are unsure,
please check in with your school health technician: Tiffany Burgess (LCHS), Marnie
Dame (Aristotle), or Carrie Voggesser (Plato).

School Leader On Deck. LCS students on all
three campuses got a visit last week from a
member of the Woodland Park School District
Board of Directors, Mrs. Cassie
Kimbrell. The school leader sat in on
classroom lessons, spoke with administrators,
chatted with instructors, visited with students,
and even experienced a fire drill. The
reputation of LCS attracts lots of site visits
throughout the year from elected officials like
Kimbrell from throughout the state and often from throughout the country. She’s pictured
nearby observing a 4th-grade book-reading unit at the LCS Aristotle Campus.

Brain Freeze, Sizzling Days. Last week, as area
public schools shut down early citing consecutive days
of high indoor-air temps, LCHS scholars stayed the
course, stayed on task, and celebrated by buying and
distributing icy treats for all. It was a chill way to beat
the heat and a good reminder how grateful we are to
have invested in sufficient air-conditioning systems at
each of our campuses. The nearby photos depict
LCHS’s finest turning hot afternoons into fun
times. Staying in school – all the cool kids were doing
it.

On Air. Sandy Stoltzfus, Principal at LCS (Plato campus) talks staying in school on the
radio last week. Listen here:

Power Outage. Through the first hour of today’s school
day, electricity was cut at the high-school and Plato
campuses due to a mechanical failure in the city’s power
system. At such times, premise security becomes a
heightened concern where hundreds of children are
assembled. Though the inconvenience was short-lived,
we’re pleased to report the school’s security-relevant
backup systems (communications, hazard panels, fire
suppression, etc.,) deployed as designed. School staff,
thanks to lots of training, preparation, and prudent
investments, reacted as practiced – we dare say
perfectly. The outage prompted an excellent opportunity to
test and evaluate safety systems and practices. Nice job everyone.

LCS News
Yearbook, Yearbook, Read All About It. The
yearbook ordering link has been fixed. Liberty
families have two additional weeks to order
2022-2023 school yearbooks. Yearbooks are
$25—the lowest price of the year.

Order the Aristotle campus yearbook
Order the Plato campus yearbook

Volunteer for the Fall Festival. Volunteers
are still needed for the Fall Festival on Fri 23
Sep 2022. This event is not possible without the
support of our amazing volunteers. Sign up
links for each campus are listed below:
Volunteer Sign-Up (Plato Campus)
Donation Sign-Up (Plato Campus)

Volunteer Sign-Up (Aristotle Campus)
Donation Sign-Up (Aristotle Campus)

Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp. The Liberty
Common Parent Education Committee will be hosting a
Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp on Tue 4 Oct 2022
at 6:30PM at Liberty Common School (Aristotle
Campus). This training will be led by Cassy Turner, a
Singapore Math consultant, Liberty alumnus parent,
and Board of Directors member.

Liberty’s Got Talent. The annual Liberty Talent Show
will be held on Fri 14 Oct 2022 at 6:30PM at both Plato
and Aristotle campuses. Auditions will be held Mon 3
Oct and Tue 4 Oct after school. Auditions are open to
every grade level. The sign-up sheet will be posted
during the last week of September. Email Amy
Clemens (Plato campus) or Nancy Hoyer (Aristotle
campus) with questions.
Talent Show Flyer (Aristotle campus)

Winter Cotillion. The Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing
up its winter program for students in grades 4–5.
Registration begins Fri 23 Sep 2022 at 10:00AM.
Schedules and registration information are available on
the JDW Cotillion website.

Aristotle Campus News
Fire Drill. A week after being instructed
on how to react to a fire alarm, all
students on the Aristotle campus did an
outstanding job during last week's
unannounced drill. Students vacated the

structure quickly and orderly,
reassembled outside at their rally points
(depicted in the nearby photo), and were
accounted for within minutes. They were
excellent listeners, followed instructions
attentively, and took the exercise
seriously. The LCS administration is
happy with the response. Well done
everyone!

Plato Campus News
Drug-and-Alcohol Awareness Night | Mon 3 Oct 2022 | 6:30-730PM | Plato Campus
Agora. This event is hosted by Liberty Common School for all 5th- and 6th-grade families.
This event is presented by Partners. Students must be accompanied by a
parent/guardian. Please contact Mrs. Stoltzfus with questions.

Single Point-of-Entry for Parents and Visitors. Any parent or visitor entering the school
building between 7:40AM and 3:30PM must use the main entrance and check in at the
front office. A single point-of-entry is an important security measure for the school.
Kindergarten parents may still walk students to their classroom through the main entrance.

Building Closed After 3:30PM. The main building is closed daily at 3:30PM. Students
and parents are not permitted to reenter the building unless they are participating in a
chaperoned after-school activity or have an appointment.
Students who forget homework or a personal item after 3:30PM will need to wait until the
following school day to recover the item. Minor classroom consequences are associated
with missing homework to hold students accountable and promote the development of
personal responsibility.
The front office closes at 4:00PM. Students or parents needing assistance after 3:30PM
may consult the front-office staff.

Athletics
Coming Out on Top. Cross-country runners here at
Liberty Common are getting used to working hard and
reaping the benefits. This week, we get to report on
another dominant performance, and this time from our
junior-high team. Grant Koontz crossed the finish line
in first at one of the largest and most competitive
middle-school meets in the state. With 27 teams and
274 individual competitors, Grant was able to best the field by 10 seconds and secure the
two-mile victory on a grassy, hilly course in Greeley with a time of 11:15.

An Update from the Trail. This past weekend, Kade
Kreikemeier took 2nd-place in the second leg of the
Colorado High-School Cycling League. After a win in
the first leg, he remains the season points leader in the
Platte Region. Keep rolling, Kade!

Eagle Weekly. Be sure to subscribe to be notified when a new edition is posted. You can
also find posts and up-to-date information at lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
How to Avoid Learning Loss? Put Professional Educators in a
Position to Teach
By: Dr. Robert S. Robinson, Assistant Principal LCHS

A report from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) showing pandemicrelated learning loss has received a great deal of press over the last few weeks from
news outlets across the country. A typical headline in The Washington
Post announced: “Reading, Math Scores Fell Sharply During Pandemic, Data
Show.” The decline in these two skills is indeed significant, as the charts below from
NCES demonstrate.

LCS students are an exception to this nation-wide trend. Our best tool for assessing our
students’ progress is the NWEA test, which elementary and high-school students take
each fall and spring. Results from this assessment clearly show our students continued to
make progress while pandemic responses were interrupting education all over the
country. To take a single grade as a snapshot, in the spring of 2019, before the pandemic,
our 7th graders scored an average of 242.9 in math and 232.4 in reading on the NWEA
test. In spring of 2022, after the pandemic-related disruptions, Liberty 7th graders earned
an average of 247.5 in math and 234.9 in reading. Far from a loss, this grade level saw
gains. These gains do not happen in a year. The results mean last spring’s 7th graders
continued to make progress in 5th grade, 6th grade, and 7th grade all through the
pandemic.
This pattern of steady, positive performance at a specific grade level is also evident when
a cohort of students is followed across grade levels through the pandemic. Take those
same students who were 7th graders in the spring of 2019. By the spring of 2021 when
they were in 9th grade, their NWEA scores had risen 11.3 points in math to 254.2 and 6.3
points in reading to 238.7. Those two-year gains are right in line with our expectations for
students under normal circumstances. Students who were in 7th grade in the spring of
2016, for example, saw similar two-year gains of 11 points in math and 5.7 points in

reading by 2018.
The bottom line is, no matter how our data is sliced, learning loss related to pandemic
disruptions appears anywhere from mild to non-existent.
One of the core tenets of our philosophy is teachers ought to be professionals with
significant mastery of their subject matter and the ability to deliver their content with
skill. With such teachers in the classroom, all a school needs for learning to continue is to
remove obstacles in their way to the maximum extent possible.
To this end, the school spent countless hours and invested large amounts of money
helping put teachers in a position to teach during the pandemic. When state mandates
forced our students out of school in the spring of 2020, Chromebooks and other materials
were distributed to allow teachers to continue to interact in real-time with their
students. Over the summer of 2020, polycarbonate desk shields, upgrades to the HVAC
system, and new procedures such as contact tracing were developed, which allowed the
school to meet ever-shifting state and local requirements. As a result, most students could
return in person for the 2020-21 school year and share the same space as their
professional teachers, having the kinds of in-person interactions which are so essential to
the business of educating young people. During the pandemic, our students experienced
as much in-person learning as circumstances allowed, and considerably more than most
of their peers across the state and nation, allowing effective classroom instruction to
continue. In sum, our world-class teachers were able to do an extraordinary job under
difficult circumstances to achieve what should have been an ordinary result: continuing to
advance the education of their students.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Common School @ The Exchange. Liberty
Common School Night at The Exchange was such a
joyful gathering of our school community. It was a
beautiful evening marked by spirited conversations and
accompanied by live jazz (performed by our very own
David Lunn). Thank you all for attending and for
supporting Liberty through your food and beverage
purchases.
Be sure to check out photos from the event on the LCS
Facebook Page.

Grandparents Day Sponsorships Available. We
invite your business to support Grandparents Day—a
wonderful event held annually in November. This
marketing opportunity provides wide visibility for your
company to our more than 700 attendees—school
grandparents, active community leaders, and top-notch
educators. Various sponsorship levels are available, all
of which will recognize your business as a generous
supporter of our excellent school. For more information,
contact Brett Harkey, or Purchase a Sponsorship
today.

Alumni Update
Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their

stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
Constitution Day 2022. The Veterans Plaza of Northern Colorado and the Celebrating
Gratitude Campaign have invited Liberty Common School students (all grades) and
families to join in celebrating the blessings of liberty on Constitution Day 2022 – Sat 17
Sep 2022. Constitution Week was established by Congress dedicating September 17-23
as an annual week of observance. President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the
resolution into public law on 2 Aug 1956. Location: Pelican Lakes Resort & Golf Club in
Windsor, CO. Time: 5:30 – 8:00PM. Cost: $25/adult; $10/student for food, beverages, a
reenactment of “It’s 1787,” a keynote presentation by Brian Ivers, USMC (ret), and
student presentations. To register, click here.

Festival of Ideas | Sat 1 Oct 2022 | 8:30AM–
3:30PM. Deadline to register for the Festival of

Ideas is Friday, September 23. This is a free event,
but registration is required to attend.

2022–2023 Online Registration. Please complete your student's annual online
registration for the 2022-2023 school year. All families must complete this process, even if
your students have recently enrolled, to ensure our teachers and staff have updated
information and agreement forms. Contact Mrs. McCormick with any questions.

Grandparents Day Invitations. Grandparents Day will be
held on Tue 22 Nov 2022. The day begins at the elementary
campuses with breakfast and student performances,
followed by classroom visits. The high-school campus
honors grandparents with an afternoon program,
performances, and classroom visits. If you would like to
receive an invitation to this year's event, please fill out

the online form. Grandparents may fill this form out
themselves or a parent/student may complete this form on
their behalf. Deadline for submitting mailing addresses is Fri
7 Oct 2022.

Student Count. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the number of
students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school Mon 26 Sep–Mon
10 Oct 2022 so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact the front office for
an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on the days leading up to and
following October 3 cannot be overstated.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community. If you have not previously registered as a volunteer,
please register online. We recommend you do not register using your smartphone or
tablet. Volunteer opportunities will be listed in the Liberty Common Sense as needs arise.

Essay Contest. Deadline Tue 1 Nov 2022. Students ages 11–18 are invited to compete
within their age group to write an essay about a specific battle closely identified with an
American overseas cemetery or monument. Prizes will be awarded up to $5,000. Contest
information is available online.

After-School Bus Pick-Up. It is imperative parents/guardians meet students taking the
shuttle bus from the elementary school to the high school as they disembark upon arrival.
If you are planning on waiting for your high-school or junior-high student, please meet your
elementary student at the bus and proceed to your car. It becomes a health and safety
concern for elementary students to not be attended, or to be allowed to roam school
grounds disrupting the learning environment taking place inside the building.

No Parking on Sharp Point Drive. There is no parking allowed on Sharp Point Drive
between Advanced Energy and Liberty Common School during drop-off and pickup. Signs are posted by the city to ensure both safety and traffic flow during these highvolume times of day. We encourage all parents to remain in their car and use the carpool
lanes, as parking around the school is limited. Please help us maintain a safe and
expeditious process.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 180. Sharing the Check. If two or more girls go to
a restaurant alone, they must tell the waiter if the check is to
be made out individually or in one. There should be no great
argument over the payment of the bill. A settlement can be
made later, if they wish to divide the expense.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
24 Sep - 8 Oct | Student Count
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Fri 21 Oct 2022 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 29 Sep 2022 | 6:00PM | Acropolis at LCHS
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stolzfus- sstolzfus@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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