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SEMPER AD MELIORA (ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)
Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Aaron Copland Week at LCS
Aaron Copland was one of the most important
figures in American music during the second quarter
of the twentieth century, both as a composer and as a
spokesman who was concerned about making
Americans aware of the importance of music. He won
the Pulitzer Prize for music in 1945.

Headmaster's Message
Healing Rays Of Justice
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
American students should become warfighters for
virtue. Especially today, our gratitude is directed toward
heroines and heroes who have advanced the Republic’s
noblest ideals via the Profession of Arms.
Upon this day, the 104th anniversary of the World War I

armistice, the world recalls the ceasefire at the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month officially
ending a global calamity that claimed some 40 million
human lives. Americans acknowledge the hallowed
occasion as Veterans Day.
The commemoration is solemn at LCS. Our patriotic
culture stems from 1997 when founding parents named
the school “Liberty” and linked its character-education
philosophy to American revolutionaries who pledged
“our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor” in
support of that for which the Republic stands.
Erudite students of history appreciate the essential role
the warfighter has played in securing peace through
these foundational principles – to protect the rights of
the individual. Their ferocious defense against violence,
as a final measure, becomes a necessary response to
cerebral inadequacies misapplied upon the battlefield of
ideas. It is there we should all aspire to be righteous,
powerful, virtuous warriors – a battalion of honorable
citizenship.
Arming Liberty students with formidable moral and
intellectual strengths sufficient to foster harmony,
preclude discord, avert bloodshed, and conclude violent
conflict empowers them toward becoming courageous sentinels devoted to advancing life,
liberty, the pursuit of happiness, equality under the law, and projecting the sun of justice
with its healing rays.
As they mature, Liberty students should not be terrified in confronting the disorders of
tyrants who plague civilizations with wars and insurrections. Humanity has been assured
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and, by our perseverance,
we will secure our lives.
There are an estimated 23 million living American veterans. To them, and to those no
longer among the living, we express our most profound affection – this day, every day.
*Photo: LCS alumni, deployed U.S. Marines, now veterans Garrett Hanawalt (left, a
Liberty dad) and Jonathan Heston (deceased Sun 29 Mar 2015).

2022-2023 Important Dates
Thu 17 Nov 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 18 Nov 2022 | Kindergarten Sibling-List Submission Deadline
Fri 18 Nov 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Mon 21 Nov 2022 | Half-Day-Kindergarten Grandparents Day | 8:15–10:45AM | Plato
Campus
Tue 22 Nov 2022 | Grandparents Day | 9:00AM
Wed 23 Nov–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Aristotle Campus
Thu 1 Dec 2022 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30–7:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Plato Campus
Mon 5 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | LCHS
Tue 6 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | 6th- and 8th-Grade Intent-to-Return Letters Due
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Plato Campus
Thu 8 Dec 2022 | Kindergarten-Lottery Draw Begins
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | 5th-Grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | 6th-Grade Concert Combined with LCHS Holiday Choral Concert |
6:30PM | Plato Campus

Mon 12 Dec 2022 | LCHS Lottery-Exempt Enrollment Begins
Thu 15 Dec 2022 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 16 Dec 2022 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 16 Dec 2022 | First-Quarter Ends
Mon 19 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Winter Break—No School
2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
LCS Family Crisis. LCHS senior Jay LaMastra is
facing a very serious health situation stemming from
Wed 9 Nov 2022 at the CHSAA 3A soccer semifinals
where Jay and an opposing player suffered head-tohead collision. Jay lost consciousness, was rushed to a
nearby hospital, and has been diagnosed with a severe
traumatic brain injury. As of the latest update, he is still
“asleep.” Please CLICK HERE for updates the
LaMastra family is posting on Jay’s progress. Jay is a
very important part of the LCHS community, and
substantially defines the character of our student
body. Parents Shelley & Joe LaMastra are fantastic
figures in our Liberty Common School community as
are siblings Lucas (9th grade) and Madeline (6th grade).
AST Job Opening. Liberty Common Elementary School
(Aristotle Campus) is seeking a special-education
paraprofessional for immediate hire. This position will
provide tutoring and organizational help to both students
with special-education plans and other students at risk.
The special-education paraprofessional is part of the
academic-support-collaborative team and will report to the
Academic Support Team (AST) Coordinator. A full list of
job duties and requirements are contained in the job
posting. CLICK HERE for posting.

Counseling Services. I Matter is a government-funded
program through the state of Colorado that provides
free therapy to any Colorado youth who might be
struggling with anxiety, depression, frustration, or just
wants to talk with someone. It can pair students with a
licensed therapist who will help them process what
they're feeling. Parents can visit imattercolorado.org
to learn more about its services.

Donations Needed for Grandparents Day. LCS will
host over 1,200 grandparents on Tue 22 Nov 2022. We
are in urgent need of help to make this a special day for
all in attendance. Please thoughtfully consider donating
food items to help support this event. To donate items,
click here and select your campus. LCHS still has
many slots open for donations. As a reminder, this
event is for grandparents only. Registration is not
required to attend.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the
United States Marine Corps Reserve which distributes
toys to children whose parents are unable to buy gifts for
Christmas. Liberty parent Deb Simer works with Toys for
Tots to collect donations from all over the community. You
can donate new, unwrapped toys or books now through
Fri 16 Dec 2022. All three campuses will have a Toys for
Tots bin located near the front entrance.

Essay Winner. Congratulations to Miah Dannahower upon being named one of just
seven winners of the Fort Collins Reads Essay Contest. The theme of the essay was to
tell a story of an experience in nature. Read Miah’s essay here.
Flashback Friday. In March 2000, after attending the
National Core Knowledge Conference in Anaheim, CA,
Liberty teachers Dawn Karr, Cherie Pedersen, and
Amy Tamez managed to squeeze in an afternoon at
Disneyland with Headmaster Kathryn Knox. Was it the
conference, or the day at Disney, that motivated these
ladies to remain teaching at Liberty to this day?

Plato-Campus News
5th-Grade Parents Roundtable. Wed 30 Nov 2022 at 6:30PM | LCS is hosting a
roundtable discussion for parents of 5th-grade students discerning whether LCS’s 6th
grade is the right pathway down the homestretch of the Core Knowledge Sequence. The
informal discussion is a great opportunity to get questions answered before signing the
intent-to-return form. We’ll gather at the Plato Campus Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Please join us.
Canned-food Drive. Students at the Plato campus
amassed 5,380 food items this past week to donate to
House of Neighborly Service. Student council
members and our amazing volunteers loaded up the
4,340 pounds of food last Friday afternoon. Mrs.
Galeener's 2nd-grade class collected the most items,
bringing in a whopping 649! Congratulations to our
students and thank you to our families for helping us
make such a positive impact on our community.
Parking Reminder. The Plato campus has limited parking during morning and afternoon
pick-up and drop-off. Please help keep our students safe and respect neighboring
businesses’ property. We encourage all families to carpool and utilize the carpool lines. If

you do need to park, please park in the designated areas only and escort your child to the
building.
Please also abide by the signs we have placed around the school driveways. Do not turn
left when leaving the back drop-off and pick-up area. This holds up traffic behind you.
Please only turn right when entering Midpoint Drive.

Athletics
Winter Sports Registration. The winter high-school-sports season is rapidly
approaching. The registration deadline for men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and
women’s wrestling, and women’s swimming passed by yesterday; however, the first official
day of practice will be Mon 14 Nov 2022. Please visit https://lceagles.com/registrationinformation/ for all of the registration information and paperwork. Athletes need to be fully
registered in order to begin practice and/or tryouts on Monday. Please complete this prior
to Monday so our office can process paperwork before practices begin. If you have any
questions, please contact athletics@libertycommon.org.
Gymnastics Finalist. LCHS senior, Laura Zupancic, made it to the 5A State Gymnastics
Championship finals for the uneven bars and the vault, competing in each Saturday.
Representing Liberty Common on the PSD Stars district team, Laura finished 11th in the
state for the uneven bars and fifth in the vault—an incredible finish to her senior season.
Flag Football. The Liberty Common 6th-grade flagfootball team played in the Super Bowl on Sunday at
the CSU Canvas Stadium. Unfortunately, the team lost
its final game but took second overall in the league.

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new

edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature
How Did We Get Here?
Part Two of a Five-Part Series
Liberty Common School has a unique history important
for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the
best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next four weeks, we will run "How Did We Get
Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Mrs. Michelle
Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of
detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. We
hope that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts of our founders to get
where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we have the top
elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. We hope that you feel
the same.

The History of Liberty Common School
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founding Parent
The huge demand for the educational program offered at Washington Core Knowledge
School prompted the school’s founders to begin drafting an application for a Core
Knowledge charter school, under the newly passed Colorado Charter Schools Act. By the
summer of 1995, unresolved issues about the permanence of Washington Core and the
authority of the parent board over the academic program spurred a full-scale charter effort.
Meeting after work and on weekends, parents meticulously defined and documented the
charter school’s mission, goals, curriculum, governance, budget, facility plan, employee
relations, and more. On October 31, 1995, the Core Knowledge Charter School (CKCS)
Partnership, the organization formed by founding parents for the purpose of establishing a
new charter school, submitted its application to the PSD Board of Education.

Rather than proceed with negotiations, the PSD board requested more and more
information, explanation, and detail. The CKCS board, led by parent Chairman Phil
Christ, diligently responded to each request, but to no avail. On December 11, the PSD
board voted to deny the charter application without ever having met to negotiate with the
parents.
Undaunted, the CKCS board appealed the decision to the Colorado State Board of
Education. In February, the State Board sided with the parents and instructed the PSD
board to negotiate an agreement in good faith with the charter group. Weeks of meetings
ensued.
It appeared the two sides were slowly coming together. However in an eleventh-hour
surprise, the PSD board suddenly voted to “approve” the charter with several major
restrictions, not previously discussed: The charter would be limited to two years,
enrollment would be capped at 300 students, and the school would be limited to a K-6
program, thereby eliminating the school’s innovative junior-high program.
PSD further directed the charter school to find space in a non-district building and execute
the charter contract with PSD no later than June 1. The constraints made it virtually
impossible to open the school.
Disappointed, the CKCS board filed a second appeal with the State Board of Education.
In an apparent attempt to quash the charter school, PSD unleashed its attorney. A paper
war erupted as the lawyer threw legal obstacles in the path of the charter school. The
charter group managed to fend off the legal challenges and was finally granted a hearing
before the State Board.
At the April 23 hearing, the final punch was landed when PSD announced it had filed suit
against the State Board of Education and CKCS Board of Directors! Concerned the
lawsuit could result in an injunction preventing the charter school from opening, the State
Board recommended the charter group try to open a school with PSD’s restrictions.

Dozens of outraged parents criticized the legal shenanigans at the next PSD board
meeting. PSD director Bob Bacon (who subsequently was elected a Colorado State
Senator) denied the district had sued parents and accused charter supporters of
promulgating a big lie.[1] But PSD President Mike Liggett, an attorney, confirmed the
lawsuit had indeed named five parents – Phil Christ, Randy Everett, Timothy Gilmore,
Cheryl Olsen, and Maureen Schaffer – as defendants.
The clock was ticking down to the June 1st deadline. Charter parent Mr. Peter Kast, a
commercial realtor, conducted yet another survey of potential properties to accommodate
the PSD-imposed school configuration. A near match was identified. However, two
adjustments to the restrictions would be necessary:
Increase the charter length to five years to amortize building improvements.
Increase the enrollment cap to 364 students to meet the annual lease and maintenance
obligations.
The charter group entreated PSD to consider adjusting the restrictions. The PSD board
refused to consider the request. “The Board of Education will not take any further action,”
came the response in a May 3rd letter to the CKCS board.
The June 1 contract deadline expired, and PSD dropped its lawsuit against the parents.
The clock had run out. There would be no charter school in 1996.
[1] Vaughan, Kevin. “Parents assail board over charter school.” The Fort Collins
Coloradoan, May 14, 1996.

Every Family a Donor
Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your
everyday spending into a catalyst for donations to Liberty
Common School. Participate by signing up for one of the
many affiliate programs offered by Amazon, King
Soopers, Box Tops for Education, and Morning Fresh
Dairy. When you participate in these programs and spend
money at these retail outlets, they donate a portion of
your purchase back to Liberty. Click on the affiliate logos
to learn more about supporting your school.

Alumni Update
Alumnus Jonathan Ruska, LCHS Class of ’13
recently posted the following on social media:
“Hello friends and fam. So, on 11/3 we
welcomed Carson King Ruska into the world. Born at
over 5lbs at 4am. Both our boys have been in the
NICU. We are so grateful for modern technology and
we LOVE our NICU nurses.” Congratulations
Johnathan and wife Jasmyn Maree!

Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to kcooper@libertycommon.org.

News Worth Repeating
6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2029 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents'
Night on Thu 1 Dec 2022 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great Hall.
High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information regarding
the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common Junior High.
This will be an excellent opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on Sat 11 Mar
2023, will be geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day is
forthcoming.
Eaglewear. Display your school spirit and order your Liberty gear today using this online
site. The deadline to order is the 15th of each month for delivery in time for t-shirt days.
Health Guidance. Students should stay home when sick and follow public-health
guidance on when to return. Specifically for influenza and RSV, remain home from school
until fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications and other
symptoms have improved. Do this even if you have tested negative for COVID-19. More
information can be found here: How Sick is Too Sick and Infectious Disease in School
and Child Care Settings.
School-Choice Parent Organizer Needed. A non-profit community organization in

Southern Colorado, with ties to LCS, is looking for someone to extend the charity’s reach
in Northern Colorado. The charity serves low-income families by helping parents make
wise k-12 education choices for their kids. By arming parents with tools and
encouragement, the non-profit’s aim is to help more children escape chronically lowperforming schools, move families from dependence to independence, and thus promote a
more responsive education marketplace. This is a paid position requiring an
entrepreneurial spirit, a pro-family commitment, and an interest in revolutionary schoolreform strategies. If interested, please contact Headmaster Schaffer.
Sibling-List Enrollment Update. Don’t lose your kindergarten-sibling spot for the 20232024 school year. The deadline to enroll is Fri 18 Nov 2022. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2023-2024
school year, please make sure she or he is on the sibling list. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie Russell (Plato-campus Registrar) or
Marnie Dame (Aristotle-campus Registrar) to ensure your student is included. Additional
information regarding enrollment is available online.
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, click here to register. We recommend you do not
register using your smartphone or tablet.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 189. Assembly. In a school assembly, act
as you would at a theater or any other public
performance. Be punctual and quiet, so that you do not
annoy others. Give your undivided attention to the
speaker, whether he is one of your classmates, a
faculty member, or an outsider. Applaud a speaker, or
one who sings or plays. Do not begin this applause before the person is finished, and do
not continue too long. Never whistle, stamp, or become rowdyish. Excessive applause is
embarrassing to the performer."

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions
School-Attendance Dates
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions
Wed 23–Sun 27 Nov 2022 | Thanksgiving Break
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023 | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230

Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.
Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 17 Nov 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora
Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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