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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Euclid of Alexandria Week at LCS.
Next week is Euclid of Alexandria Week at LCS is Euclid of
Alexandria Week. Euclid (born c. 300 BC), is the most prominent
mathematician of Greco-Roman antiquity. His most lasting
contribution to mathematics has proven to be the Elements, a
thirteen-volume set of textbooks studying points, lines, angles, and
surfaces – the elements of geometry. Elements is the oldest major
mathematical work existing in the Western world.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Parent Volunteers Boost Learning Quality
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty Common School’s success is, in large part, a function of parents investing their
time, treasures, and talents in the operation of the school. The emphasis right now is on
the school’s need for parental time and talents.
As the school’s Headmaster, my
perpetual mission is to devote the
school’s scarce resources to the
classrooms, the heft of which is
budgeted for instructor compensation,
building-maintenance, classroom
supplies, and materials. When parents
step up to assist with supporting the
non-academic, extracurricular, and
classroom activities of the school, our
students benefit enormously.
We’re preparing to launch the school’s
annual year-end fundraising drive for
financial support, and I promise you’ll
hear a lot about that in the coming
weeks. Before the rollout, however,
please consider the many needs we
have for parents to volunteer.
We also have an acute need for parents with general classroom talents, and other
academic strengths to get on our substitute-teacher list (no license required at a charter
school, and the hours are compensated). This is now an urgency in all Northern Colorado
schools, and we definitely prefer Liberty parents and alumni being on our sub list.
PLEASE CLICK HERE to inquire about becoming a substitute teacher at Liberty. CLICK
HERE to register as an elementary-school volunteer (grades k-6). CLICK HERE to
register as a volunteer at the high school (grades 7-12).
Thank you, in advance, for minding this mission-critical appeal. I’m grateful.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
School Board Candidate Gaiter Visited LCS. A
candidate for a seat on the Poudre School District
Board of Education visited Liberty Common School
this week. On Tuesday, Ms. Jeannette Gaiter took
in a tour led by Principal Casey Churchill, and
Headmaster Bob Schaffer of the elementaryschool campus, chatted with school instructors, and
discussed her intentions for the school district. The

nearby photo depicts Ms. Gaiter enjoying her
tour. CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info
webpage for election, and candidate information

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student
currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the
2022-2023 School Year, please make sure they are on the Sibling
List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January. Please
contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Grandparents Day 2021 Virtual
Edition. Mark your calendars now
for Tuesday, November 23, 2021. All
grandparents of Liberty Common School
students will be able to connect with the
school to get a sneak peak into a day in
the life of their grandkids’ school day.
This year, grandparents will be able to
join their grandchildren’s actual
classrooms virtually, online, and from the
comfort of their homes. Watch future
editions of the Liberty Common Sense
for more details to come.

STEM Opportunity. The CSU Mechanical Engineering Department is hosting its first
project of the year on Thursday October 14th from 4:00-6:30PM. This opportunity is for
girls in 6th - 8th grade, interested in engineering. Please CLICK HERE to register for the
event. CLICK HERE for more information.

School Board Candidate Aspinall Visited LCS. A
Liberty parent, and candidate for a seat on the Poudre
School District Board of Education visited Liberty
Common School this week. On Thursday, Ms. Brandi
Aspinall took in a tour led by Principal Torgun
Lovely and LCHS student leaders. The tour of LCS’s
high-school campus afforded the candidate a chance
to chat with school instructors, and discuss her
intentions for the school district. The nearby photo
depicts Ms. Aspinall in the LCHS Franklin Lab
learning about the school’s engineering
curriculum. Aspinall is mother of LCS second grader
Emma Aspinall. CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info webpage for election, and
candidate information.

Terrorists At School Board Meetings? School-board officials have
asked the FBI to prosecute vocal parents who speak up at schoolboard meetings, and the U.S. Department of Justice is responding
favorably to the request. Hear what Liberty Common School
Headmaster Bob Schaffer had to say yesterday, on air, when asked
about this, and other topics. Mr. Schaffer took the opportunity to tell
listeners about LCHS School Captain Ezra Black’s epic goal scored
at Tuesday’s Homecoming-Week soccer game. Please CLICK HERE
to catch the 15-minute segment broadcast on AM1310 KFKA radi o.

Elementary School Calendar
October 8-9 | Liberty Alumni Class Challenge.
October 12 | Singapore Math Boot Camp For Parents | 6:30pm | LCS.
October 15 | LCS Talent Show | 6:30 p.m. | LCS Performance Hall.
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00pm | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
November 2 | Election Day | Local school-board seats, ballot questions.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Odyssey Of The Mind. Beginning October 14th, The
Odyssey of the Mind team will meet Thursdays from 3:15
to 4:10 PM in the Latin room. Please contact Nathan
Peirce with any questions. Parents: We need more
coaches. If you are willing to coach, please contact
Nathan Peirce.

Lost-And-Found. Please come and find what your student is missing. Any items not
picked up by October 26th will be donated to charity.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed four new cases of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus and six new cases at the elementary-school campus. Parents and guardians of
individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will
be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County
Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.

The Larimer County Department of Health and Environment (LCDHE) has determined two
classrooms at the Liberty Common High School campus and one classroom at the
elementary campus have two or more children identified as a probable or confirmed case
of COVID-19 within 14 days of each other. This update serves as official notification to our
families about this status.
Please continue to support our mission objective of keeping students learning in-person
with minimal disruptions by keeping ill students at home.
Please continue to support our mission objective of keeping students learning in-person
with minimal disruptions by keeping ill students at home.

Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

Message From Mr. Brett Harkey,
Director of Fundraising &
Community Relations.
The Value of Alumni
By: Brett Harkey
Liberty Common School is 24 years old. For 14 of those years,
our school was a K-9 institution. Our High School campus
opened in 2010, and our first graduating class matriculated in

2013. We have graduated 9 distinct classes of seniors and
have 9 cohorts of alumni.
Additionally, we have 11 classes of alumni who completed
ninth grade (our highest grade) before we had a high school.
This illustrates the fact that we are a relatively young school.
Our class of 2013 will likely celebrate some sort of 10-year
reunion next year.
Alumni play a very important role in any educational institution.
If you are an alumnus or alumna of Liberty Common School, you may have imagined that
your time of association with our school is complete. But, in a sense, the connection with
your alma mater is perpetual.
Alumni are perhaps the most important representatives of our school. They are technically
the only group of people connected to our institution who have experienced, first-hand, the
culmination of all of our efforts to imbue them with truth, goodness, beauty, and perfection.
They have received, in the fullest sense, the complete measure of our hard work to
prepare them to launch into the world as intelligent, mature, and capable citizens. All of the
hours of planning, all of the hours of instruction, all of the money donated, all of the money
spent, and all of the facilities built were for their educational edification. They are the
beneficiaries of immense time and effort from our parents, instructors, grandparents,
administrators, and Board of Directors.
Therefore, as they enter into their adult lives, the way in
which they succeed, engage, and lead reveals whether our
efforts have been truly fruitful. We often say that Liberty
Common School is Northern Colorado’s clearest path to
college. Our alumni flesh out whether that statement is
accurate. Our graduates either prove or disprove our
efficacy.
Additionally, the way that they speak and reflect on our
school to others is of critical importance. The word-of-mouth
message, shared by our graduated students, will be the first
and sometimes only report many people will hear of our
school. Whether or not they embrace this role, our alumni are ambassadors for our
institution. One day soon, the total number of Liberty Common High School alumni will
outnumber our current enrollment, which means there will be thousands of ambassadors
for our school out in the world.
We value our alumni—so much so that we give priority
enrollment to their children. Our charter with Poudre
School district specifically stipulates that the children of
our alumni will receive an enrollment invitation before
students in the general lottery.
In the coming decades, we will amass larger numbers of
alumni. We will host High School reunions. We hope our
growing alumni base will produce champions of our
school. We yearn for them to help us hone our school’s
pedagogy so that future generations will be even more prepared for life after 12th grade.
We are eager for their children to one day walk the halls of our elementary campus. We
are excited to welcome new Liberty Common School instructors from among their ranks,
too. We dream they would one day become the single largest group of supporters of our
school.
To the alumni of Liberty Common High School, we are grateful for our time with you and
anticipate many rewarding years ahead for you and for all students who follow in your
footsteps.

Alumni Update From Alyssa Crooks LCHS ’16,

Legion XIII, Now Attending California University
of Pennsylvania in California, PA.

Every Liberty student, and some parents, will be encouraged to know what LCHS alumna
Alyssa Crooks has to say to them. “It’s really hard to see into the future when you’re a
student in high school. For myself, I didn’t even know whether I would go to college,” the
LCHS Class of 2016 graduate said recently.
“But, I did, and I definitely did the best in college,” she explained. “In high school, I was not
a perfect, straight-A student, but I took all the experiences I was able to learn from the
teachers at Liberty, and I was able to apply those in college and make a difference, not
only to the (young) students I work with, but my peer college students who I work with,
and support.
Make a difference? Indeed, she is. Alyssa first obtained a Bachelor’s degree from
California University of Pennsylvania. Founded in 1852 as a teacher-training institute, the
school is the most rigorous in Pennsylvania.
Alyssa earned her undergraduate degree in pre-k/early childhood education in May 2020.
Two weeks later, she started in the school’s psychology Master’s program which she
finished this past summer earning a Master’s degree in school psychology. She graduated
magna cum laude from both programs.
Now, she’s in a post-Master’s certification program with hopes of moving into a PhD
program. Starting in the spring of 2022, she expects to begin seeing clients, and launching
a clinical internship. She’ll then apply to become a nationally certified school psychologist.
Along the way, Alyssa has earned credentials as a mental-health-technician advocate, a
trained suicide/behavioral interventionist, and she’s trained in mental-health-first-aid
administration for adults and children. Long term, after she feels she’s acquired sufficient
clinical experience, Alyssa is giving thought to entering academia and becoming a
psychology professor.
Liberty armed her with fortitude. “I had weeks at Liberty that were sometimes more
intense and more academically rigorous than what I experienced in my undergraduate
college program,” she remembered. “So, I was really appreciative for the timemanagement techniques specifically that Liberty taught me such as learning how to use a
planner.”
Her alma mater’s college-prep strategies are paying off. “I felt better prepared for college
overall because I had already built these skills before even going into undergraduate
education, whereas a lot of freshman incoming from other schools – they build those skills

during college, and it can be difficult to acquire them while simultaneously trying to learn
the new academic material,” she said.
Alyssa commented on the difficulty some of her peers encountered in adapting to the new
college environment which entailed lots of newfound freedom, personal independence,
less supervision, and the general influences of campus life. “Liberty prepared me well for
that, too,” she said.
“Even filling my schedules with credit overload (21 credits per semester for two years
straight), I could manage my time well enough to be very engaged in lots of extracurricular
activities, and have good social relationships on campus,” Alyssa said.
Liberty’s curriculum paid off, too. “Now that I’m in the psych world, and I’m having to write
a lot of papers, do research analyses, and stuff like that, Latin has really helped a lot
because I know what things mean without having to look everything up,” she
explained. “Students interested in psychology or medical disciplines should stick with
Latin. It’s helped me insurmountably over the past five years of my college experience.”
Looking back, certain Liberty instructors stand out for Alyssa. “Latin really helped me, as
well as my English experience at Liberty. Mr. Dybzinski was really great because he built
a lot of those fundamentals,” Alyssa said. “Being able to do four-level grammatical
analyses perfectly was just something I didn’t think was necessary at the time we were
learning it, but as I grew up, I realized I was able to break down my papers, and write
better because of my grammatical experience at Liberty.”
A member of Liberty’s Legion of Thirteen, Alyssa attended the school starting in
kindergarten. “Mrs. Schupp (now Luna) was the elementary teacher that stands out the
most for me, as well as Mr. Ronen, and Ms. Nuedling (now Mrs. Siemens)” she said.
“My advice (for current Liberty students) is that school is difficult, and it’s a different journey
for every person,” she said. “It is important to identify the times when you are struggling,
but to use your resources you have at Liberty. You can really grow through adversity,”
according to Alyssa.
“I say that not to encourage kids to seek out the struggle, but to accept the times when
struggling is happening because that’s actually normal,” she advised. “It may feel painful
now, but working through these times makes tomorrow better.”
Don’t give up. Keep on going. “I definitely recommend learning the time-management
techniques,” Alyssa said, “and I recommend sticking it out at Liberty.”
Go Vulcans!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
Alumni Class Challenge TODAY. All alumni
of Liberty Common School are invited to
participate in our first-ever Alumni Class
Challenge. Support your alma mater by
making a donation commemorating your
high-school graduating class. This online
event will begins today, October 8 at noon
and culminates 24 hours later on
Homecoming, October 9 at noon. Rally your
classmates and donate today.
Alumni Friends and Family Invited.

Friends and family of LCHS alumni are also
invited to donate to our Alumni Class
Challenge today. Help your graduate’s class
come out on top by donating and by sharing
this 24-hour campaign far and wide.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
October 8-9: Alumni Class Challenge.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds

Athletics
Ezra Strong. Tuesday's sports schedule was packed, and everyone turned out in support
of our House Captain, Ezra Black. The Coloradan wrote a fantastic article, HERE, about
Ezra getting into the game on Tuesday and scoring a goal in their 10-1 win over Valley.
Later that night, the Orange Out game in the Colosseum saw the women's volleyball team
beat Brush in straight sets in front of a loud and supportive home crowd. We have more on
both of these stories in the Mid-Week Update that goes up on lceagles.com every
Wednesday. This week, we have so much content it will be coming out in two parts. You
can check the website or follow the athletics department on Instagram, Twitter, and
Facebook.

Junior-High Letter Jackets. With the fall junior high sports season
wrapping up, letterman jackets are available for purchase. You can
find the online store HERE, and athletes will be receiving their letters
and patches at the conclusion of each season. Many junior-high
academic awards come with patches and pins to adorn the jackets,

as well.

Kreikemeier Continues to Roll. Liberty Common 11th
grader Kade Kreikemeier took 4th in Varsity for the Platte
Region in the Haymaker Classic North XC mountain-bike
race for the High School Colorado Cycling League in
Eagle on September 11th. He is having a great season
and continues to represent Liberty Common well on the
trails.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common, or visit lceagles.com for the most up to date information.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
Liberty’s Thinking Framework
A Classical Framework for Teaching Thinking
Classical education has, since ancient times, included an implicit
and explicit understanding of the development of thinking. In
most treatments of the progression of how to teach thinking, there are four natural steps.
A recognition of these four steps, and their application to different age groups, is vital to
answering questions of educational policy for both the content and assessment of
schooling at each grade. In the ancient Egyptian text from the Shabako Stone, these steps
are… (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 152. Cleanliness. Have a civic pride, and do
your share in keeping your city clean. Most cities have and
ordinance against throwing refuse on the sidewalk.
Chewing gum wrappers, handbills, bits of paper, and other
waste material should be thrown into refuse cans, or
carried into the house to be burned.”

News Worth Repeating
Math Boot Camp For Parents. The Liberty Parent
Education Committee will be hosting a Singapore Math
Parent Boot Camp on October 12 th at 6:30 at the
elementary-school campus.

This training will be led by Cassy Turner, a Singapore
Math consultant, a former Liberty parent, and BOD
member. Join us for a fun-filled, engaging presentation.

Substitute Teachers Needed. Over the past week, the elementary school has had very
low responses to requests for substitutes resulting in some classes going without TA
support. We are eager to expand our substitute list. If you are interested in subbing for
Liberty Common School please email the operations department.

Emergency Equipment On Site. After School Kindness is sponsoring a fire safety activity
for all students on Friday, October 15th at LCS from 4:00-4:30 pm. Firefighters will be
bringing their fire trucks and educating children about fire safety. Hope you will join us.
Hearing and Vision Help Needed. We are looking for vision-screening and hearingtesting volunteers on Friday, November 12 from approximately 7:30AM-3:00PM. Prior
experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be able to stay for the whole time. Sign up
here or email Natalie Dybzinski with questions.

Immunization Deadline. The state immunization deadline is Nov. 1st. If your student is
missing any immunizations, or if an annual exemption form needs to be completed, you
were notified by mail. The second and final round of notification letters is going out next
week. Please read the letter and update your student's status with the school. Students
without proof of required immunizations for their age and/or an updated exemption form
will not be allowed to attend school beginning Friday, November 1st. For vaccine
exemption information CLICK HERE. Please contact Natalie Dybzinski, School Nurse
Consultant or Melissa Miller, LCS Health Technician if you have any questions.

Pow-Wow At The Lyric. Liberty families are invited to attend a
Northern Colorado Intertribal Powwow Association event featuring
traditional dance and musical performances in celebration of
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The pow-wow event is produced and
promoted with the help of LCHS English/Drama instructor Mrs.
Natalie Scarlett. Details: Sun 10 Oct 2021 11:00AM--3:00PM at
The Lyric Cinema 1209 N College Ave., in Fort Collins | $10 general
admission, free for students | This is a 100% outdoor event | CLICK
HERE for more info.

Candidates, Servants Visit. Though actively involved in the
political process, our school does not endorse candidates for
public office, or advocate the election or defeat of candidates, or
ballot questions. Nonetheless, our top-performing school
attracts the attention, including lots of site visits, from political
candidates, and public-service officeholders – especially as we
near an election season. The school’s doors are always open to
such visits. We’re happy to show off the school, and explain our
strategies for consistently high academic student
performance. Local voters will elect PSD school-board
members by mail-in ballots determined on Election Day which is
Tue 2 Nov 2021. All candidates for these seats have been

invited to visit our excellent school, to learn more about it, and to share their views on
public education. Candidate backgrounds, viewpoints, and credentials are typically
displayed at their official campaign websites, which we urge voters to access
independently. For more information about the election including candidate
information, CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info webpage.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen. Every
November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those that are currently
serving our country with a display of thanks. To
make our bulletin board a great presentation of
respect and appreciation, we are needing pictures of
Soldiers, Seamen, Marines, and Airmen. Please
bring any photos of servicemen or servicewomen to
the office. Photos can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org. Include their name,
where they served or are currently serving, and their
relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos
will be accepted until November 1st, and will be
returned if requested. Thank you.

Athletics
Boys' Basketball. Believe it or not, junior-high boys' basketball starts up on October
11th. Registration is open and all instructions can be found by CLICKING HERE.
Swim & Dive. The Liberty Common Women’s Swim & Dive season is right around the
corner. We will have a pre-season interest meeting for athletes on Monday, October
18 th at 3:20PM in the Laboratorio di Galileo at the high school. Please attend and email
Coach Huey in advance if you are interested in joining the team.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or ipad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048

Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| October 28 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

