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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Abraham Lincoln Week at LCS.
Abraham Lincoln was the 16th president of the United States and
is regarded as one of America’s greatest presidents due to his
lasting impact on the nation. He is remembered as the savior of the
Union and the emancipator of slaves.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Matters of Civic Importance
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Annual feedback from Liberty parents, expressed typically in the yearly parent survey,
tends to highlight a desire for more information about the school’s philosophy and
strategies supporting our academic approaches. In response, our Board of Directors via its
Parent-Education Subcommittee produces “The Junto.”
This year’s Junto occurs this Monday 7 Feb 2022 at the high school, from 6:30PM to
8:15PM. Liberty parents, grandparents, supporters, alumni, and students should
attend. See further down in today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter for additional event
details.
American founding father Benjamin Franklin is
credited with inventing the Junto (CLICK HERE). He
and his friends met weekly, read books, discussed the
news, rehashed lectures, and composed essays. All
this they did in an effort to stay abreast and to lead on
matters of civic importance.
Liberty’s Franklin-inspired Junto focuses more acutely
upon the strategies of our school, yet within a broader
mission of utilizing our mighty community to help
sustain a vision of the Republic. That works best when
lots of great minds convene especially around a
pretty-important topic – and ours is.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Serve On Poudre Library Board. There
are upcoming vacancies on the governing
board of the Poudre River Public Library
District. As a leading community academic
institution, Liberty Common School has a
direct academic interest in the performance and quality of local libraries. Our faculty and
students rely upon District library facilities routinely. Having a Trustee from the LCS parent
community (or grandparent, alumni, student, etc.) would be of mutual benefit to our
students and to the broader community. If so inclined, please pursue one of the open
Trustee positions. The application window is February 1st through noon on Friday,
February 25, 2022. Please CLICK HERE for application information.

Elementary School Calendar
February 4 | Chessmates.
February 4 | Winter Carnival.
February 7-11 | Penny Wars.

February 7 | Junto | 6:30-8:15PM | LCHS.
February 11 | Chessmates.
February 11 | 6th-Grade Movie Night, 5-7PM.
February 14 - 17 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 18 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
February 21 | Presidents Day | No School.
February 24 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
February 25 | Chessmates.
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.
March 4 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 4 | Chessmates.
March 11 | End of 3rd Quarter.
March 11 | Chessmates.
March 11| 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 14-18 | Spring Break | No School.
March 22 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30 PM.
March 25 | Chessmates.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Lanes of Liberty Leisure. Smiles were wide and pins were
tumbling last Saturday afternoon as Liberty's elementary
faculty and staff met up for a rollicking afternoon of
bowling. The strikes and spares racked up impressive
scores at Sweetheart Lanes in Loveland. The competition
was ferocious. CLICK HERE to spot your favorite LCS
instructors in an awesome photo carousel depicting scenes
from the epic event which was hosted by the staff’s Social
Committee.

A Message From Mr. Brett Harkey,
LCS Director of Fundraising.

The Practice of Play
By: Brett Harkey
Fred Rogers was a vociferous champion for imaginative play in the lives of children.
Rogers was a television host, author, producer, and Presbyterian minister who created the
television show Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.
Despite Rogers’ passing in 2003, characters from his show persist today. On the subject
of play, Rogers said “Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning,
but for children play is serious learning. Play is really the work of childhood.”
Rogers was not alone in his assertion that play is necessary in the lives of children. In

2007, the American Academy of Pediatrics authored a study highlighting the critical need
for free exploratory play. This study asserts myriad benefits of play, including development
of imagination, dexterity, physical strength, and cognitive ability:
The COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted the lives of children and
adolescents worldwide. Physical
distancing, school closures, and
stay-at-home orders created
barriers for daily physical activity.
In numerous studies, it was
revealed that the percentage of
children who met the
recommended daily activity level
of 60 minutes per day dropped
dramatically from pre-pandemic
levels. At the end of a second full
year of the pandemic, it has
become increasingly clear how
critically important it is for students
to engage in regular outdoor physical activity and social play.
Liberty Common School has made a consistent and dogged effort to insulate its students
against this disturbing trend. By placing a high priority upon maintaining in-person
schooling, LCS students have access to uninterrupted engagement in supervised play,
physical education, and athletic competition.
As we have stated numerous times over the past months, we have always regarded
physical education as an absolute necessity for proper formation of children. Our
strategies for play and physical education come alongside the classroom experience at
Liberty.
Last week, I happened to be on the elementary campus for the start of the first morning
recess. It had been steadily snowing for a couple of hours, and every surface was covered
in a few inches of fresh clean flakes.
The first group of students made its way outside in a well-ordered column. Just as it
approached the gateway to the playground, one young man turned to his friend and
joyfully exclaimed “this is the BEST!” They then bolted to the play structure to revel in the
joy of sliding into the snow below.
Indeed, Fred Rogers observed, “Play gives children a chance to practice what they are
learning.” In addition to applying the knowledge taught in each Liberty Common School
classroom, play gives our students the opportunity to internalize one of life’s most
important human qualities—joy.
This is why we all ought to be fully committed to Let Them Play!

Every Family A Donor
Let Them Play Update. Our current Let
Them Play fundraising efforts have the
specific aim of continuing and improving our
ability to deliver rich and meaningful
opportunities for play and physical education
to students. Over the past months, you have
generously donated over $150,000 towards
this campaign. For this, we are grateful. And
yet, we could still use your help to get to our
goal of $250,000. In the coming months, you
will have additional opportunities to help us
reach our goal. As always, you can contribute

now HERE.

Liberty Gives Day 2022. Mark your calendars now
for our 2nd -annual Liberty Gives Day on March 9.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Patriot League Swim & Dive. Our women's swim-and-dive team looks to defend its
Patriot League championship this Friday and Saturday at EPIC. Come out and support our
fifth-ranked Eagles tomorrow afternoon. Finals will start at 1:15 PM. Entry to EPIC will be
free of charge. Coach Huey will be selling meet programs for $3 and our home fans can
get both the meet program and our winter-sports program together for $5. This will be our
women’s last meet before heading to the Colorado State Championships next
weekend. Let's send them off in a big way!
Sports Pictures. If you have been taking photos at any of our athletic events and you
would like to share them, we have created a shared drive where you can upload
photos. Follow the link HERE to upload your pictures.
Junior-High-Girls’ Basketball. Our 7th- and 8 th-grade basketball teams had a great start
to the week, and they are picking up momentum as they head into the second half of the
season. Both teams had commanding wins over Frontier Academy on Monday, and are
becoming tough competition for the Northern Plains League competitions. We will also
have the chance to host the B-Team Tournament for both grades on Saturday February
19 th; and, we would love to have as many Eagles fans come and cheer on our girls on our
home turf.
Eagle Weekly. For more in-depth coverage of Liberty Common sports, we will post a new
edition to the website every week. If you would like to receive this newsletter via email,
please SUBSCRIBE HERE. For the latest edition of the Eagle Weekly, CLICK HERE.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update On Justin Kleen (LCHS ’21 /
LEGIO XIII) Now Attending University of

Nebraska, at Lincoln, NE.

It’s a sublime scene indeed: An LCHS alumnus returning home on a college break and
spending some of it at his k-12 alma mater encouraging young readers in becoming
excellent readers. That’s what LCHS Class of 2021 alumnus Justin Kleen did recently.
The nearby pic of Justin and kindergartener Aisha Tahir reading together is a
heartwarming display of community. In it we behold Junoesque chivalry represented by an
LCHS alumnus reaching back to help endue learning skills and assist in transferring
knowledge from one generation to the next of Liberty scholars.
“He loves those kindergarteners,” said Mrs. Becky Kleen who just happens to know
given her dual capacities as Justin’s mom and a beloved Liberty kindergarten instructor.
Of course, Mrs. Kleen loves those kindergarteners, too.
Justin is the third Kleen to graduate from LCHS. He’s majoring in electrical engineering
and minoring in math at the University of Nebraska.
“He’s grateful for the English courses and math courses he took at Liberty,” Mrs. Kleen
said, “because he’s discovering he’s very well prepared for college.” Justin regularly tutors
fellow college students who didn’t get the kind of k-12 academic advantages Justin
acquired at Liberty especially a background in math automaticity and memorization of
formulas.
In his first year at the Lincoln, Nebraska campus, Justin joined an electrical-engineering
society, which included driving a Tesla. He’s joined a campus-ministry Bible study and
he’s trying out for the club-soccer team.
Justin’s college roommate is Liam O’Malley (LCHS ’21), a friend since preschool. Both
started their academic journeys at Liberty as kindergarteners and were inducted together
on January 10, 2021 into the Legion of Thirteen.
Go Cornhuskers!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know

Knowing and Teaching Elementary Mathematics
By: Richard Askey, American Educator
The title of this article is also the title of a remarkable new book
written by Liping Ma. The basic format of the book is simple. Each
of the first four chapters opens with a standard topic in elementary
school mathematics, presented as a part of a situation that would
arise naturally in a classroom. These scenarios are followed by
extensive discussion by teachers regarding how they would
handle each problem, and this discussion is interspersed (CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 164. Chance Acquaintance. (continued from last
week) When traveling, if you ever need information, advice,
assistance, or service of any kind, always call upon one of the
regular, uniformed employees of the railroad company, as the
conductor, or the train porter; never appeal to a stranger.
“Never, never, never trust any traveling acquaintance, no matter how old or benevolent
looking. Keep your own counsel; pay your own way; accept no favors that in any way
involve you. There are unscrupulous people who try to gain the friendship of boys and
girls in traveling, so that they may make capital of this confidence at a future time.
“On leaving the train, never allow any strange man or woman to take you to your
destination. In most stations, there is a travelers’ guide who wears a badge of
recognition. She is there to direct you, and counsel you if you need help. If there is no
official guide, ask a policeman, or the station agent.”

COVID-Updates
COVID Quarantines. Please CLICK HERE for the government's advice about when to
quarantine your child(ren).
Sick-Kid Protocol. Please CLICK HERE to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.
Updates. Timely updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID information can be
found at the school’s website – CLICK HERE.

News Worth Repeating

LCS Junto Is Monday. For all LCS parents, grandparents, supporters, alumni, and
students who have ever said (especially via the school’s annual parent survey) or thought
they wished they had more background information about the school’s philosophy and
academic strategies, the annual LCS Junto is for you. Please plan to gather on Monday
February 7th from 6:30PM to 8:15PM at the high school. Styled after Benjamin Franklin’s
ongoing discussion group which he labeled the “Junto” (informally “The Leather Apron
Club”), Liberty’s Junto is produced by the school’s Board of Directors through its ParentEducation Subcommittee. Please see the nearby flyer for speaker details and topics.
The Board urges all LCS parents to commit to attending this cheerful, useful, and
enlightening gathering. It’s a great strategy to help make our excellent school even better.
Penny-Wars Proceeds. Proceeds from this year’s annual LCS “Penny Wars” are going
to one of our very own, LCHS senior Ezra Black. Ezra recently battled Leukemia and is
currently recovering from a bone-marrow transplant. We hope our students' gesture helps

lighten the mounting financial burden of this harrowing battle.
Parking Spaces Reserved. Each LCS campus reserves two premium
parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parking-space
auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their generous support of
Liberty Common School. If you are not the “owners” of one of these
spaces (they are clearly marked), please refrain from parking there any
time, day or night, through the rest of the school year. Thank you.

Help Needed In Library. LCS Librarian Mrs. Gowing
needs help decorating for the upcoming
bookfair. Volunteers are needed to help transform the
Constance Behr Memorial Library into an “Arctic
Adventure” zone. Please CLICK HERE to sign up for a
morning or afternoon of volunteering.

Spring Sports. The next sports season kicks off next month. Registration is now open,
and you can sign up by following the instructions HERE. Each athlete only needs one
sports-registration form per school year, and the physical exams for athletics are valid for a
calendar year. Additionally, some athletes may be eligible for the “Buy Two, Get One Free”
registration policy. If you have an athlete who has already played for two Liberty Common
sports teams this school year, contact Mr. Reynolds for a registration link. Please refer to
the official practice start dates and coaches’ contacts for each sport below. Registration is
due before the first day of practice for the season.
Men’s Swim & Dive
Coach Huey
Monday, February 21st
Men’s Baseball
Coach Sparks
Monday, February 28th
Women’s Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, February 28th
High-School Track & Field
Coach Mayes
Monday, February 28th
7th-and 8th-Grade Track & Field
Coach Reeves & Coach Wilcox
Monday, March 7th
Girls’ Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, March 28th

Create Art, Win Prize. Student-artists ages 5 – 18 years old, “inspired by Colorado’s rich,
Western heritage,” are eligible to compete in an art contest. Winners get cool
prizes. Sponsored by Colorado Kids Create, a non-profit charity, the contest deadline is
Monday 7 March 2022. CLICK HERE for details, and the entry form.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register

using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

BOD-Finalized 2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | February 24, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

